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Liverpool midfielder Steven Gerrard (R) is congratulated by striker Peter Crouch (L) after he scored the first goal in their Champions League first-leg clash
against PSV Eindhoven at the Philips-Stadion on Tuesday.

L'pool thump PSV

AFP, Eindhoven

Liverpool have
one foot in the
semifinals of the
Champions
League after a 3-
0 quarterfinal
first leg victory
over a dismal
PSV Eindhoven here on Tuesday.

Captain Steven Gerrard, John
Arne Riise and Peter Crouch
bagged the goals to silence the
Phillips Stadium.

It was no less than Liverpool
deserved against a surprisingly
negative PSV, whose season is
beginning to unravel before them.

The Dutch league leaders have
been reeled in by Ajax and AZ
Alkmaar in their domestic league
and need a miracle at Anfield next
week to progress to the last four for
the second time in three seasons.

Gerrard, who was about the only
impressive player for England last
week in their 3-0 Euro 2008 quali-
fier defeat of Andorra, said that
Liverpool had set out their stall
perfectly.

"We proved very hard to break
down tonight (Tuesday)," said
Gerrard.

"All we need to do now is to
finish it off and be professional
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aboutit."

PSV coach Ronald Koeman
sprang a surprise before kick off by
employing the same tactic that
flummoxed Arsenal in the previous
round.

Koeman played Finnish defen-
sive midfielder Mika Vayrynen as
his most advanced player, a role
Philip Cocu, who reverted to his
holding duties against Liverpool,
had occupied in the 1-0 home leg
victory over the Gunners.

However, what worked in stifling
the free-flowing, pacy, passing
style of Arsene Wenger's oulffit, had
little affect against the simple
game-plan favoured by Rafael
Benitez.

PSV produced almost nothing in
the first-half while Liverpool relied
on the aerial threat of Crouch and
the industry of Gerrard and Dirk
Kuyt to fashion the odd opening.

It was centre-back Jamie
Carragher, making his 50th
Champions League appearance
and breaking the Liverpool record
of Phil Neal, who had the first sight
of goal, but his header from
Gerrard's corner was brilliantly
tipped away by Brazilian goal-
keeper Gomes.

On 23 minutes, PSV did carve
Liverpool open and Jan

Kromkamp, who plied his trade at
Anfield for eight months in 2006,
sent over a teasing cross but
Vayrynen's left foot volley bounced
into the ground, off Carragher and
overthe bar.

It was the moment that PSV's
lack of an out and out striker - such
as former Barcelona hitman Patrick
Kluivert, who was warming the
bench - became abundantly appar-
ent.

Four minutes later Liverpool
broke the deadlock.

Javier Mascherano - deemed
not good enough even for strug-
gling West Ham's bench but now
starting in a Champions League
quarterfinal at the heart of
Liverpool's midfield - fed the over-
lapping Steve Finnan down the
right and he sent a sumptuous
cross into the box.

Gerrard arrived late and climb-
ing above Kuyt buried his header
with aplomb.

Koeman's tactical acumen
came under further scrutiny after
the break as he replaced his flying
Peruvian winger Jefferson Farfan
with Chinese full-back Sun Xiang.

After two lucky escapes, PSV
shot themselves in the foot on 49
minutes when a wayward clear-
ance from Belgian centre-back

Timmy Simons fell to Riise 25 yards
out.

The Norwegian needed no
second invitation to dispatch a
dipping volley into the top corner of
the net.

Finally Koeman opted to pull on
a striker and he replaced Ecuador
midfielder Edison Mendez with
Kluivert, a winner of this competi-
tion with Ajax back in 1995.

Liverpool could have scored
another on 58 minutes when
Gomes spilled Kuyt's cross, but
Riise failed to turn in the rebound
with his back to goal.

The third goal arrived in the 63rd
minute. Crouch rose above a PSV
defender to head home Finnan's
cross from the right and take his
tally to four in his last two matches.

"I think we probably played
better than we expected," said the
England striker.

"We are perhaps peaking at the
right time. It is a fantastic result and
to score three goals away from
home speaks for itself," he added.

PSV started to pour forward and
take risks after that but it proved too
little too late.

The only black spot for Liverpool
was an apparent snapped Achilles
to Brazilian full-back Fabio Aurelio
17 minutes from time.

Milan remain

AFP, Milan
) AC Milan are
o
# confident they can
S j still reach the last
four of the

SRy :
Champions
League, despite
conceding two
away goals in Tuesday's quarterfinal,
first leg draw at home to Bayern
Munich.

Bayern have the upper hand in the
tie after Daniel Van Buyten's goalinthe
third minute of stoppage time - his
second of the night - secured a pre-
cious 2-2 draw for the German visitors.

Milan need a victory or a higher-
scoring draw in Munich nextweek, and
Carlo Ancelotti believes the six-time
European champions are still very
muchinthetie.

"We certainly could have done
better tonight and we conceded two
soft goals," said the Milan coach who
will be without Alberto Gilardino for the
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second leg after the striker picked up a
yellow card.

"But overall | thought we deserved
to win. The tie is not over. We have to
go there and win and that's not beyond
us."

Marek Jankulovski was equally
upbeatabout Milan's chances.

"It's not a positive result, but we
have itin us to win in Munich," said the
left-sided Czech midfielder.

Bayern handler Oftmar Hitzfeld
was ecstatic with his side's perfor-
mance.

"We played brilliantly for 70 min-
utes in the manner we controlled
Milan," said the veteran coach, whose
return to the club after Felix Magath
was sacked earlier this season has
heralded aresurgence intheir form.

However, he said that the second
legwould be atough examination.

"Milan will be tougher than Real
Madrid (their opponents in the last
round) because they are more solid
defensively and attack more intelli-

upbeat

gently."

Bayern striker Roy Makaay said his
team could not take anything for
granted.

"We know that Milan are very
dangerous away from home, and it
would be a mistake to think that the job
is already done," said the Dutchman.

Bayern's result was slightly tem-
pered by the news that French interna-
tional defender Willy Sagnol - a mem-
ber of their 2001 Champions League
winning side - had suffered arightknee
injury that is according to Hitzfeld set to
end his season.

AC Milan had appeared to be on
their way to a controversial win when
Kaka had tucked away a highly dubi-
ous penalty in the 84th minute,
awarded after he had gone downinthe
box after a sliding tackle from Lucio.

Replays clearly showed Lucio
making contact with the ball rather than
Kaka, his Brazil international teammate
but Russian referee Yuri Baskakov
pointed straightto the spot.

However justice was served when
Belgian defender Van Buyten popped
up right at the death to capitalise on
some slack Milan defending and
Bayern left the San Siro with two vital
away goals.

Milan only had a rare headed goal
from Andrea Pirlo to show for afirst half
of intense pressure that should have
yielded more for the six-time
European champions.

Bayern made the hosts pay for their
profligacy by equalising in the 78th
minute, Van Buyten prodding home
from close range after Milan had
failed to deal with Hasan
Salihamidzic's cross.

Bayern host the second leg in
Munich on April 11, and the winner
will play either Roma or Manchester
United in the semifinals.
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PHOTO: AFP
A combo of pictures show AS Roma star Francesco Totti miming a pregnancy during a training session in Trigoria. Totti's wife lllary Blasi is pregnant with
their second child.

Former Togo
captain dies

AFP, Lome

Former Togolese international captain
Salou Tadjou has died at the age of 33
years following alongillness, his family
said Wednesday.

Tadjou, who played in defence,
competed with several local clubs
before continuing his professional
career with Esperance in Tunisia and
Swiss first division club Servette.

He played Togo's first match in
combined qualifiers for the 2006
African Nations Cup and the 2006
World Cup against Zambia, but was
not selected for the squad who
reached the finals in Germany last
year.

Domenech wants
to keep up
motivation

AFP, Paris

France coach Raymond Domenech
voiced concern Wednesday over how
to maintain motivation among Lyon's
international players in the quiet spell
between the end of the French league
and the next batch of Euro 2008
qualifiers.

Domenech's last 23-man squad
contained nine members of the Lyon
side that is all but assured of capturing
asixth successive leaguetitle.

And the France manager is taking
steps to avoid any lack of motivation
between winning the championship
and France's Euro 2008 ties against
Ukraine on June 2 and Georgia four
dayslater.

"They're going to be crowned
champions very quickly and after that
there's amonth and a half spell without
any ambition.

"It's not easy to keep the players
motivated for such a long time - I'm
worried about the risk of lack of ambi-
tion.

"It's hard to tell them that they have
to remain motivated for a month and a
halfwhile the rest are taking holidays."

He added: "The advantage at Lyon
is that we have good relations with all
the technical staff. We'll try to setup a
programme to prepare them.

"I'm going to be going down there to
discuss itwith them shortly."

France are lying second in Group B
on the same number of points as
surprise group leaders Scotland.

Kanoute
spared op

AFP, Seville

Sevilla medical staff hope that the
club's star striker Fredi Kanoute can
survive until the end of the season
without an operation on his persistent
groin problem, the club said here on
Wednesday.

Kanoute, the Spanish first divi-
sion's leading scorer with 19 goals,
has struggled to find his top form in
recent games and has been rested
where possible in a bid to ease or help
cure the mild strain.

"After studying all the parameters
of this case, we've concluded that the
treatment Kanoute is currently under-
going will permit him to finish the
season without having to be operated
upon," said Sevilla club doctor Adolfo
Munoz.

Munoz did not comment on
whether he believes the French-born
Malian international will have to
undergo surgery inthe summer.

Kanoute's groin problems have
been compounded by the fact that
Sevilla are still contesting three titles
and they need his prowess in front of
goal.

Sevilla are currently second in the
Spanish first division, two points
behind leaders Barcelona.

They have also reached the semifi-
nals of the Spanish Cup and face
English Premiership side Tottenham
Hotspur in a UEFA Cup quarterfinal
firstleg tie on Thursday.

Frings Juve
bound?

AFP, Berlin

Werder Bremen's German interna-
tional midfielder Torsten Frings
revealed Wednesday that he is con-
sidering a move to lItalian outfit
Juventus.

"Juve want me at all costs. They
don't want me to be just another
midfielder but 'the' playmaker," the 30-
year-old Frings told the daily Bild.

"I'mthinking alotaboutthisidea."

Werder Bremen sporting director
Klaus Allofs said he was surprised by
the news. "We're not going to put
ourselves under pressure. If Torsten
no longer wants to play for Werder I'm
notgoing to force him," said Allofs.

"We have in the past always suc-
ceeded infinding new talent. We're not
dependant on one player, Werder is
more importantthan any player."

Juventus are on course for promo-
tion to the Serie A after being demoted
last summer and given a nine-point
handicap for their role in the lItalian
match-fixing scandal.

Capped 66 times for Germany,
Frings signed from Bayern Munich in
2005 and is under contract until 2009.
He played for Borussia Dortmund from
2002-2004.

He is not the only Bremen player
considering his options with striker
Miroslav Klose, whose contract runs
until 2008, yetto accept his new deal.

Werder, who achieved the
Bundesliga and Cup double in 2004,
are currently second in the league two
points behind leaders Schalke 04.

Spurs look for solace

AFP, Paris
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Spurs have
suffered two
heartbreaking
domestic Cup
disappointments
so far this sea-
son but they will
be hoping on
Thursday that

— they gain a good
enough result

CUP against UEFA

Cup holders Sevilla to keep alive
hopes of making the last four.

Spurs travel to the Spanish city on
the back of losing to Chelsea in an FA
Cup quarterfinal replay - they had led
the Premiership champions 3-1in the
first match - and to bitter north
London rivals Arsenal in the League
Cup semifinals.

Spurs - who have won the trophy
twice - are the only remaining British
side left in the competition while
Spain have three teams remaining,
Germany two and Portugal and The
Netherlands one each.

The Premiership club's in-form
Bulgarian international striker Dimitar
Berbatov believes that his side can
pull off a result against Sevilla, who
are bidding to become the first side
since Real Madrid in 1986 to retain
the trophy.

"My record in the UEFA Cup is
good and hopefully | can continue
that because we want to go all the

way to the final," said Berbatov, who
has scored seven times in six UEFA
Cup matches this term.

"It will be difficult in Spain on
Thursday because Sevilla are a good
team and play very good technical
football.

"But if we can take our chances
and then score a goal or two there it
will be very good for us.

"That will be difficult but | am an
optimist and | hope we can do that,"
added the 26-year-old, who would be
suspended for the second leg were
he to be booked on Thursday.

Should Spurs come through
Berbatov could well face Bayer
Leverkusen, the club where he made
his name, as the former Champions
League finalists and 1988 winners of
the UEFA Cup face unheralded
Spanish outfit Osasuna in their
quarterfinal.

Ironically one of the greatest
threats to Osasuna may well come
from Leverkusen's highly-gifted
wingback Gonzalo Castro, who
despite both parents being Spanish

FIXTURES

(Kick offtimes in GMT)

Bayer Leverkusen (GER) v Osasuna
(ESP) (1700), AZ Alkmaar (NED) v
Werder Bremen (GER) (1845), FC
Sevilla (ESP) v Tottenham (ENG)
(1845), Espanyol (ESP) v Benfica (POR)
(1845)

opted to play for his birthplace of
Germany.

The 19-year-old, already capped
at international level, is highly-touted
by club coach Michael Skibbe.

"He is extraordinarily gifted when
it comes to his footballing skills,
especially considering his age," he
told the UEFAwebsite.

Leverkusen face Osasuna at an
optimum time as the Spanish side
have been hit by an injury crisis and
will be without six first team regulars
- including veteran Serbian striker
Savo Milosevic - for the clash.

Leverkusen's Bundesliga rivals
Werder Bremen face Dutch side AZ
Alkmaar, who knocked Scottish
giants Rangers outin the lastround.

Alkmaar - who are in the hunt to
land the Dutch title - were boosted
this week by their authoritarian coach
Louis van Gaal saying he could only
be prised away from them should one
of the top national sides come in for
his services for the 2010 World Cup
campaign.

"If | were to quit AZ before 2010, it
would only be for a team that has a
chance of winning the World Cup in
South Africa," said van Gaal with his
usual self assured air.

Koeman admits

AFP, Eindhoven
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PSV boss Ronald
Koeman said he
would have to
come from
another planet to
believe his side
could still progress
to the Champions
League semifinals following a 3-0
home defeat to Liverpool.

Koeman's injury-hit side could not
reproduce the controlled performance
that saw them eliminate Arsenal in the
previous round as they crashed spectac-
ularly in the Champions League
quarterfinal firstleg at the Philips Stadium
on Tuesdaynight.

Goals from Liverpool captain
Steven Gerrard, Norwegian JohnArne
Riise and lanky striker Peter Crouch
eased the 2005 champions to a con-
vincing victory that firmly planted one
foot in the next round of the competi-
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tion.

"l don't think it's realistic to think we
can win it over there," admitted
Koeman.

"If | could make the players believe
they can make it to the nextround then |
don'tbelongonthis planet.”

Liverpool manager Rafael Benitez
was a little more guarded, although it
was clear that he too believes the tie is
effectively over and he can start
making preparations for an eventual
semi-final against either Chelsea or
Valencia.

"We knew what to do and that was
the key for me. We knew they had
(injury) problems and we needed to do
therightthings," said Benitez.

"We made the most of their mis-
takes and to score three goals and
keep a clean sheetis almost perfect.

"But we must be careful because
we said before the match that there is
no room for complacency.”

Liverpool had made that mistake a

PHOTO: AFP
Barcelona president Joan Laporta (R) and Al-Ahly club president Hasan
Hamdy pose for a photograph after a press conference in Cairo on Tuesday
after setting a date for a friendly encounter between the sides.

defeat

year ago when they landed what
seemed to be the plum tie of the first
knock-out round in facing Benfica.

It seemed the easiest tie on paper
but the Portuguese - who were then
managed by Koeman - won 1-0 at
home and then shocked Liverpool 2-0
at Anfield for a convincing 3-0 aggre-
gate victory.

PSV came into this match in poor
form domestically since the tum of the
year - they had won only three of their last
nine league games and had not won in
any competition since March 3.

But they put out Arsenal in the last
round and Koeman deployed the
same tactics that thwarted Arsene
Wenger's team at the Philips stadium
again here on Tuesday.

But what worked against Arsenal's
free-flowing attacking football proved
impotent against Liverpool's more
powerful and direct system.

Koeman refused to admit he had
made a mistake, despite beginning the
game with defensive midfielder Mika
Vayrynen as his sole striker while
former Barcelona hitman Patrick
Kluivert - a Champions League winner
withAjaxin 1995 -warmed the bench.

"We started the same as we did
againstArsenal. Only (Phillip) Cocu and
(Timmy) Simons were playing in differ-
entpositions because of injuries.

"When you lose you can always
argue that it was wrong. The attack
didn't have enough quality to trouble
Liverpool. It was not a question of
tactics, we just didn't have any other
options."

PSV were missing star striker
Aruna Kone of the Ivory Coast and
pivotal Brazilian centre-back Alex.
They also lost flying Peruvian winger
Jefferson Farfan to a hamstring injury
at the break, but Koeman's decision to
replace him with Chinese full-back
Sun Xiang when his side were already
1-0down, seemed baffling.

It meant they had only one offen-
sive player on the pitch in Brazilian
right-winger Diego Tardelli.

Koeman only brought on Kiuivert
- admittedly far from the top class
striker that once shone for Ajax and
Barcelona - when his team fell 2-0
behind.

By that stage, Gerrard had
headed home a Steve Finnan cross
on 27 minutes and Riise pounced on
a Simons mistake after 49 minutes
to rifle home a left-foot volley from
25yards.

Crouch wrapped up the scoring
on 63 minutes, heading home
simply from another Finnan cross
from the right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DOCUMENTARY FILM
CONCERNING TREES AND SHRUBBERY WITH
GRAND FOLJAGE: “IT'S A WONDERFUL LEAE”

Today’s Cryptoguip Clue: O equals P
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