DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 3, 2007

METROPO

’/\"\\

Ay
7/

LITA

N/NEWS

The Baily Star

Saarc countries should synchronise
dev plans to have same goals

Foreign Affairs adviser tells The Daily Star

AsSHFAQ WARES KHAN, New
Dethi

Saarc countries should synchro-
nise their development plans to
have same basic goals, said
Foreign Affairs Adviser Iftekhar A
Chowdhury in an interview with The
Daily Star on Sunday.

"The whole idea is to synchro-
nise the development plans in a
way that we all have basically more
or less the same goals, just as we
have in the case of the UN
Millennium Development Goals,"
said the adviser at his hotel suit in
New Delhi on the eve of the 14th
Saarc summit, which starts today.

He said Bangladesh is heading
into the summit to mainstream the
Saarc Development Goals into
national policies by establishing
'total political understanding'
among the member countries.

The adviser said, "There are 22
Saarc Development Goals and we
like these goals to be in the main-
stream of regional and national
policies of the member states."

"We have traditionally been
conservative about aims and goals
of Saarc. Because we have not
looked to achieve major objectives,

but we have sought to approach
our aspirations gradually," he said.

Iftekhar said the development
aspects of Bangladesh include
poverty alleviation, spread of educa-
tion, women's empowerment, food
security and health issues.

He said it is imperative that Saarc
nations find an 'equilibrium’ between
the differences and the similarities
they have within themselves.

Iftekhar, attending his first Saarc
summit, said Dhaka aims to press
Saarc for the benefit of the 'com-
mon men and women' of South
Asia, because, "That was really the
main goal in the first place when
Saarc was envisaged. It is going
to be the people's Saarc."

"Some may argue that enough
has not been achieved," he said,
adding it is time to consolidate
whatever has been achieved and to
do that, "You have to do it
incrementally, you should achieve
small things, consolidate them and
move ahead."

To materialise the aspirations of
Saarc he said, "It is essential to have
total understanding in the political
arena of the member countries. It will
be Bangladesh's endeavor notonly to

develop its own good relations with
member states, but also to assist in
the development of such relationship
among the other countries."

"Saarc comprises countries for
whom it is an intellectual challenge
whether to emphasise the com-
monalities or to emphasise the
distinctiveness," he said, adding
that an equilibrium between the two
is the essence of Saarc.

Asked how Safta can be made
more beneficial to Bangladesh
through removing non-tariff and
para-tariff barriers, he said "India
and Pakistan are bigger in terms of
size, population and resources. As
they grow, itis only natural for us to
grow with them."

"It is now possible within the
Saarc framework," he asserted.

Giving the example of India's
cumulative trade gap with
Bangladesh he said the removal of
non-tariff and para-tariff barriers
would establish the positive public
mode to help achieve other multi-
lateral aspirations.

When asked if Saarc can cir-
cumvent the India-Pakistan politi-
cal deadlock to become more
effective, Iftekhar said, "Diplomacy

does not reap quick benefits,"
adding that the relationship among
the Saarc countries needs to
‘evolve' and gather strength.

"Look at Germany and France,
they have come from animosity half
a century ago, to having friendly
relations and building the EU
together," he said, adding, "There
is absolutely no reason why the
same should not be the case
among the bigger powers in
Saarc."

On the issue of counter-terror
cooperation during the summit,
Iftekhar said, if action is required
multilaterally, "Bangladesh will
certainly support any initiatives in
thisregard."

Regarding connectivity, which
has been at the forefront of India's
proposals in pre-summit meetings,
Iftekhar said, "This is an area in
which we must approach in a way
that will benefit simultaneously all
the constituents of Saarc."

He said although there are
"different but not necessarily con-
tradictory ideas" about how this
might be achieved, but "We all
agree at the end that it is important
to be connected."
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Adviser to the caretaker government Maj Gen (retd) Abdul Matin, third from left, speaks at the 'Seventh Forum for
regional cooperation among Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar (BCIM)' at the city's Brac Centre Inn on Sunday.
On his right are Deputy Foreign Minister of Myanmar Maung Myint and Executive Director of CPD Debapriya
Bhattacharya, while on his left are CPD Chairman Prof Rehman Sobhan, Deputy Secretary General of Yunnan
Provincial Government of China Che Zhimin and Ambassador Eric Gonsalves.

Construction of Asian University
for Women to begin in Oct

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The construction work of the Asian
University for Women (AUW) on a
100-acre site in North Pahartali in
Chittagong will begin in October this
year.

The university will be built in
seven years at a cost of US $ 160
million and when completed the
campus will have nearly 1.6 million
square feet of built space accommo-
dating around 3,000 students and
nearly 300 faculty members and
administrators, said the officials and
representatives of the AUW yester-
day afternoon at a briefing session
of the master plan at Chittagong
Circuit House.

The AUW Support Foundation
organised the briefing session.

The speakers said the AUW is
being established as an independ-
ent, international and secular insti-
tution of higher studies for women of
South and South East Asia and the
Middle East under a special charter
granted by the Parliament of
Bangladesh, and as per the charter
at least 25 per cent of the students
will be drawn from Bangladesh.

Terming AUW a distinctive and
high quality university, they said the
AUW will emerge as a “Centre of
Excellence” in the region.

“The AUW will provide extensive
academic facilities for the under-
graduate programme, pre-
undergraduate preparatory
programme and for a series of
graduate schools in fields such as
engineering, management and
computer science, and all the stu-
dents, faculty members and admin-
istrators are expected to live on
campus,” said architect Christopher
Mulvey, of Moshe Safde and
Associates of Boston, USA, which
developed and designed the AUW
Master Plan.

Mulvey said the future campus of
the AUW can be likened to a micro-
cosm of a village or a small town and
given its relative isolation from the
dense urban fabric of Chittagong, it
must possess a certain element of
self-sufficiency.

“The design emerged out of
considerations of the unique shape
of the site, its particular climate, the
cultural heritage of the region and
the available resources and tech-
nology for construction,” he said
adding “the unusual site is formed
by a series of valleys and ridges with
a fragile flora susceptible to damage
by erosion.”

Highlighting key aspects of the
master plan, Mulvey further said the
residential facilities follow the natu-
ral contour lines atop the ridges,
reinforcing the natural topography
and creating an edge to the campus.

The organisers said major dona-
tors to date to the AUW include the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
(US$ 15 million), Goldman Sachs
Foundation (US$ 1.4 million), Open
Society Institute (US$ 1.05 million)
and USAID (US$ 1 million).

Design Co-Ordinator architect

Zarina Hossain, Igbal Habib and
Saiful Hoque of Vipti Sthapati
Brindo, Dr Jamal Nazrul Islam and
lawyer Rana Das Gupta were pres-
entatthe briefing.
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Master Plan Architect: Moshe Safdie Associates, US

April 02, 2007
Circuit House, Chittagong
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Christopher Mulvey speaks at a presentation and briefing of the proposed
master plan of Asian University for Women at Circuit House in Chittagong

yesterday. Mulvey is the principal architect of the project.
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Thundershowers Iikely
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tomorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty/squally wind
is likely at a few places over Sylhet division and at one or two places over
Dhaka and Rajshahi and the regions of Jessore, Kushtia, Comilla,
Noakhali and Barisalin the next 12 hours as of 6:00pm today.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky elsewhere
over the country, Met Office said and predicted that mild to moderate
heat wave, sweeping over Khulna division and the regions of Faridpur,
Rajshahi, Ishwardi and Bogra, may continue.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 40.0 degree Celsius was
recorded at Iswardi and the lowest of 21.4 degree at Teknaf.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:15pm today and rises at 5:48am

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 35.9 255 78 63
Chittagong 31.6 23.0 83 81
Rajshahi 394 24.8 76 31
Khulna 36.7 254 79 79
Barisal 32.8 24.7 83 76
Sylhet 33.0 24.5 30 61
Cox's Bazar 31.8 23.0 72 79

ANANNYA SHIRSHA DASH

10 outstanding
women
honoured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a function yesterday
stressed the need for a strong and
supportive women policy in order to
ensure development and empower-
ment of women in the society.

They also suggested for cancel-
lation of the national women devel-
opment policy 2004 that impedes
progress of women.

They were speaking at an award
giving ceremony titled 'Anannya
Shirsha Dash (top ten) 2006' organ-
ised by Anannya, a fortnightly
magazine for issues of women, at
the Sufia Kamal auditorium in the
National Museum in the city.

Ten outstanding women of the
country were awarded with crests
for their outstanding contribution in
the liberation war, health, social
welfare, business, art, culture and
challenging profession.

The awardees are: Dr Halida
Hanum Akhter, director general of
Family Planning Association of
Bangladesh (FPAB), freedom
fighter Khurshid Jahan Begum,
Rubaba Dowla Motin, head of
marketing of Grameenphone, social
worker Shefalika Tripura and
actress Rokeya Rafik Baby.

Salma Khan, the first woman
train operator of the country, was
awarded as the pioneer of a new
profession for women. Agriculturist
Dr Nazira Quraishi, media personal-
ity Hena Kabir, German-expatriate
Bangladeshi painter Murshida
Arzoo Alpona and young reciter
Jharna Sarker were also awarded.

Adviser for Women and Children
Affairs Geeti Ara Safiya Chowdhury
gave away the awards to the win-
ners.

Speaking as special guest, Prof
Dr Sadeka Halim said although
Bangladesh signed almost all the
international conventions relating to
human and women rights, it did not
take any initiative to implement
them.

Addressing as chief guest Geeti
Ara said the mother of a family
initiates the gender discrimination
process.

Male members of the family
should come forward to help change
the mentality, she added.

Referring to demand of cancella-
tion of women development policy
2004, the adviser said the advisory
council does not have the right to
repeal any policy that is passed in
the parliament.

She, however, assured that the
advisory council has decided not to
pass any new law in support of the

policy.

Container train
derails at Tongi
Rail Station

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A compartment of a Dhaka-bound
container train derailed at the out-
door signal at Tongi Rail Station
yesterday, disrupting train service at
Tongi for one and a half hours.

The accident occurred when four
wheels of a bogie veered off the
track at around 1:50pm, Tongi
railway sources said.

The train service resumed at
3:40pm after a rescue train from
Dhaka reached the spot.

Abdul Bari, stationmaster of
Tongi station, said the reason
behind the derailment could not be
known immediately.
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President lajuddin Ahmed speaks at the regional conference of International Political Science Association on 'Rethinking Political Development: Security

and Democracy' inthe city yesterday.

Seminar on
peptic ulcer
disease held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health and Family Welfare Adviser
Major General (retd) Dr ASM Matiur
Rahman has said gastrointestinal
diseases are very common in the
country.

Speaking as chief guest at a
seminar yesterday, he said spe-
cialisation in these diseases has
developed very lately and only six
medical colleges of the country
have gastroenterology department.

The health adviser stressed the
need for uniformity in all medical
colleges with an oblique reference
to their poor conditions and lack of
research initiatives.

He said equal resources should
be distributed to bring harmony
among the medical colleges.

The health adviser said need-
based analysis is essential to know
the number of gastroenterologists
thatthe country requires.

The seminar titled 'An Update on
Peptic Ulcer Disease' was organ-
ised by Bangladesh
Gastroenterology Society at
Bangladesh China Friendship
Conference Centre in the city. It
was sponsored by Eskayef
Bangladesh Ltd.

Eskayef has been producing
Losectil capsules since last 12
years for the people suffering from
acid-pepsin (stomach enzyme that
digests protein) disease.

Prof Dr Niklaus Eugen Gyr of
internal medicine department at
University of Basel, Switzerland
presented the keynote paper where
he highlighted the causes of peptic
ulcer, its prevalence, and differ-
ences between gastric and duode-
nal ulcers.

He also talked about when to
refer a patient with peptic ulcer to
physicians and what should be
avoided if a person is diagnosed
with this ulcer.

He also talked about
Helicobactor Pylori, which is the
main cause of peptic ulcer.

Prof Dr AK Azad Khan, honorary
president of Bangladesh
Gastroenterology Society, said
though massive changes have
been brought in country's treatment
method, yet there is no recent
countrywide statistics on how many
people are affected with this ulcer
that was found 12 percent among
the adults in 80s.

Prof Dr Mahmud Hasan, presi-
dent of Bangladesh
Gastroenterology Society, and AM
Faruque, managing director of
Eskayef Bangladesh Ltd, also
spoke.

City road caves in as
pilings collapse

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A stretch of road at Purana Paltan
area in the city caved in when shore
protection pilings of an under-
construction commercial building
collapsed yesterday.

Around 12 feet area of a 30-feet-
wide road on the west side of the
building developed cracks in the
morning disrupting gas, water and
sewerage supply in the area.

However, no one was injured.

Witnesses said around 40 pillars
on the west side of the under-
construction building and a portion
of the western road collapsed with a
big bang at around 6:30am.

"Hearing a huge noise, | woke up
early in the morning and hurriedly
came out fearing an earthquake,"
said Akbar Hossain Arif, a security
guard of a nearby building.

According to local sources, piling
work was going on for the construc-
tion of a twenty-storied building on
one bigha of land at 37/2
Puranapaltan.

Suddenly a portion of the road in
front of the under-construction
building caved in, causing cracks in
gas, water and sewerage pipelines.

Some of the nearby buildings are
now in danger and in a vulnerable
state.

The building was being con-
structed by Pioneer Builders Limited
which started its piling work three
months back.

None was available for interroga-
tion after the incident.

Titas gas authorities cut off the
gas supply to the area to halt emis-
sion of gas leakage through cracks
inthe gas pipeline.

Manusher Jonno
emerges as
independent
organisation

The Manusher Jonno Project of CARE
Bangladesh started to function as an
independent organisation styled
'‘Manusher Jonno Foundation', from
April 1 with the mandate to promote
human rights and good governance,
saysapressrelease.

The Manusher Jonno project,
funded by DFID and implemented by
CARE Bangladesh, was launched in
July 2002. With major thrusts on rights
and good governance, it now provides
funding and capacity building support
to 130 organisations all over
Bangladesh.

The CARE Manusher Jonno
project ended on March 31, 2007, and
it started functioning as the Manusher
Jonno Foundation, an independent
organisation, under oversight of its
own governing board.

CARE welcomes this transition of
Manusher Jonno into an independent
organisation that will work with part-
ners on poverty reduction, advocacy
and rights-based activities.
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Managing Director of Eskayef Bangladesh AM Faruque hands over a crest to
Health and Family Welfare Adviser Maj Gen (retd) Dr ASM Matiur Rahman at
an international scientific seminar on 'An update on peptic ulcer disease' at
Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre in the city yesterday.
Bangladesh Gastroenterology Society organised the seminar.

Death anniversary
of Justice SM
Murshed today

Today is the 28th death anniversary
of former chief justice Syed Mahbub
Murshed, an eminent jurist and
independent thinker, says a press
release.

On this occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at his residence after Asr
prayers. Also, Qurankhawani will be
held and fateha will be offered at his
grave at Banani.

BSS adds: Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed yesterday paid
tribute to the memory of Justice
Murshed on the occasion of his
death anniversary.

In a message, the chief adviser
said, "Justice Syed Mahbub Murshed
was a bright personality in the field of
country's law and justice. His contribu-
tion to establishing truth and justice
with courage, talent and wisdom will
inspireusall."

Dr Adam Ali Khan

Today is the
second death
anniversary of
Dr Adam Ali
Khan, an organ-
iser of the
Liberation War,
says a press
release.

A doa mahfil will be held at his
village home and at a mosque at
Mathbaria in Pirojpur on April 6.

Obituary

W i n g
Commander
(Retd) Aftab
Ahmed passed
away at the
Combined
Memorial
Hospital in the
city on April 1 at
the age of 72, says a press release.

He is survived by his wife and two
daughters.

His qulkhwani will be held at
Mohakhali DOHS mosque after Asr
prayers on April 5.

BTTB loses revenue as int'l trunk exchange

FROM PAGE 1
buried in a deep bureaucratic tangle
created by the telecom ministry.

Between 2000 and 2006, a
powerful circle involving top deci-
sion-makers to high officials in the
ministry and the BTTB had pre-
vented the government from legalis-
ing VoIP or taking action against
illegal VolP operators, and also from
expanding the BTTB's international
call handling capability.

This nexus helped illegal VolP
operators bag more than Tk 1,200
crore every year, and drastically cut
the BTTB's international call revenue.
“In fact, if the BTTB had an ITX big
enough to handle all foreign calls,
people would not even know what
VolIP stands for. VoIP emerged as an
alternative way for foreign calls which
the BTTB was failing to provide,”
pointed out a telecom expert.

The BTTB floated tender for setting
up the ITX under the 10 lakh T&T
Mobile Phone Project in May last year
in which Swedish company Ericsson
AB and Chinese Huawei Technologies
submitted bids.

Being technically qualified
Ericsson in August won the bid with a
price offer of Tk 7.3 crore, while
Huawei's bid, cheaper by Tk 2.2 crore,
was disqualified for serious technical
and otherflaws.

A seven-member Tender
Evaluation Committee (TEC) found
Huawei's offer as "substantially non-
responsive" for serious design limita-
tion and failing to provide performance
certificate. As required, Huawei's
design did not accommodate hard
disc drive as the primary backup with
duplicated configuration, and also
duplicated secondary backup drives.
Moreover, the TEC report also men-
tioned that Huawei had earlier bagged
contracts for projects by lying about
the same flaws in their offersto BTTB's
tenders and have already installed
exchanges which do not meet these
mandatory technical criteria. The
report also observed that it will not be
possible for Huawei to rectify these

major flaws due to their design con-
straints.

As Huawei was technically disqual-
ified, its price offer was not comparable
with that of Ericsson as per the pro-
curement guidelines of the govern-
ment, sources mentioned.

In October, the BTTB issued a
letter of intent (LOI) to Ericsson for
installation of the ITX, and on
November 1, Ericsson gave perfor-
mance bond. This binds the bidder
and the authorities into a contract.
Regulation 36 of the PPR 2003 says:
Notification of award and signing of
contract. The notification of award
establishes a contract between the
procuring entity and the successful
tender.

“This implies that an arbitrary
suspension of that tender by the
ministry is illegal,” notes a PPR
expert.

Sources said a top official of the
telecom ministry, who had taken
benefits from Huawei, became angry
at this development. But since the
tender was flawless, he decided to
teach the BTTB a lesson. And he fed
a newspaper a story saying that the
BTTB tender evaluation committee
has done wrong by awarding the
project contract to Ericsson, instead
of Huawei.

"Following the publication of the
report in that paper on November 6,
the ministry did not even wait for a
BTTB clarification on the matter and
went for suspension of the project on
November 11," one source said.

Right at that time, the secretary
concerned, under the financial
sponsorship of Huawei, was attend-
ing a programme abroad, official
documents show.

Earlier on March 27 last year, in
dealing with a complaint for review
filed by a bidder, the Central
Procurement Technical Unit (CPTU)
of the planning ministry gave its
verdict that if members of a tender
evaluation committee (TEC) go on a
foreign trip funded by a bidder, that
becomes under the purview of

Conflict of Interest (COI) as per the
Public Procurement Regulation
2003. As per the PPR regulation 15
(2), in such a case the tender of that
bidder will be cancelled.

This complaint concerned the
then telecom secretary Mahmud
Hasan Mansur and another member
of the TEC who went on a foreign trip
in February, sponsored by Huawei, a
bidder of an optical fibre cable pro-
ject. Huawei, which was represented
by now arrested BNP leader Naser
Rahman and his brother, also sent
two members of another TEC on a
tripin October, 2005.

The CPTU recommended that the
government take action as per
Regulation 15, which includes black-
listing Huawei for corrupt practices.

Though such a verdict has
banned foreign trips for secretary or
members of a TEC with the finances
of a bidder, the secretary repeated
the past mistake.

"Again, Huawei influenced the
telecom ministry's action by sponsor-
ing visits of secretary Mia Mushtak
Ahmed and another official to China
and Australia from November 6 to 12.
The secretary has thus violated the
planning ministry's earlier restric-
tion," one source mentioned.

Suspension of the ITX project was
followed by a series of time-killing
actions. On November 27, the minis-
try formed a two-member investiga-
tion committee with a joint secretary
and member (finance) of the BTTB
without naming the incumbents. The
then member (finance) Jamil Osman
and joint secretary M Nuruzzaman
Khan interviewed two members of
the 7-member TEC including the
BTTB chairmanin early December.

But in late December, Jamil
Osman was transferred to another
ministry. This created a fresh loop-
hole as the unfinished investigation
report was then left with joint secre-
tary M Nuruzzaman Khan, who was
due toretire on January 22 this year.

On December 20, the BTTB with
all details asked the CPTU to verify if

not installed

the tender had violated the PPR
2003. The CPTU noted that if the
investigation committee sought any
clarification through the ministry, then
itcan give its remarks.

On December 27, the BTTB
member (development and planning)
informed the ministry in a report that
the tender for this project strictly
followed PPR 2003 and there had
been no ambiguity. The report added
that the BTTB's legal adviser also
suggested suspension.

Finally, on January 22, the lone
member of the two-member probe
committee filed his investigation
report categorically stating that there
was no substance behind the allega-
tion made in the Observerreport.

The probe report adds that the
whole tender followed PPR 2003 and
there is no scope for the TEC to
compare price offer of Huawei with
that of Ericsson as Huawei's was
non-responsive.

This report was then sent to the
adviser to telecom ministry on
January 24, who made no remark on
it.

But the ministry termed the inves-
tigation incomplete, as only one
member of the two-member body
had signed it. The ministry now wants
the other member's signature, who
no longer holds the post of member
(finance) of the BTTB. “Using this
pretext, the ministry has refrained
from lifting the suspension of the
project, which is helping none but
illegal VoIP terminators” notes one
source.
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