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and a six in 56 deliveries.
Seamer Forhad Reza raised 

hopes by claiming three wickets for 49 
runs in eight overs before right-hander 
Lokuarachchi put the visitors bowlers 
to the sword.

Earlier opener Jahurul Islam hit an 
82-ball 70 that contained eleven fours 
and a six and captain Tushar Imran 
smashed a run-a-ball 68 by clobbering 
two fours and four sixes to give their 
side a dependable total.

Mahmudullah Riyad played a 
cameo knock of 34 as he smote fours 
boundaries facing 28 balls.

Leg-break bowler Lokuarachchi 
was the most successful bowler with 
3-46.

The second match will take place at 
the P Sara Stadium tomorrow.

Meanwhile, veteran wicketkeeper 
Khaled Mashud returned home after 
playing the first four-dayer due to back 
injury. 

"After the first four-day match he 
(Mashud) had complained about back 
pain that's why the team management 
sent him back home. Mashud will 
need time to recover from the injury," 
informed Mahmudur Rahman, chief 
executive officer of BCB.

SCORES IN BRIEF
BANGLADESH A: 284-8 in 50 overs 
(Jahurul 70, Mehrab 24, Nazimuddin 
26, Tushar 68, Nadif 29, Riyad 34, 
Forhad 12, Mosharraf 1, Dollar 5 n.o, 
Nazmul 3 n.o, extras 12; Ganegama 
2-60, Dias 1-61, Amerasinghe 1-51, 
Lokuarachchi 3-46, Perera 1-45)
SRI LANKA A: 285-5 in 43.3 overs 
(Vandort 20, Perera 56, Warnapura 
28, Kapugedera 63 n.o, Kandamby 9, 
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SPORTS REPORTER

Rising star Prithul Mandal fought 
back to win 4-6, 6-4, 7-5 against 
Mazharul Islam to reach the 
quarterfinals of the Independence 
Cup tennis tournament at the 
Ramna Tennis Complex yesterday.

In the other matches of the 
men's singles, Amal Ray beat 
Omar Faruq 6-3, 6-1 while Delwar 
Hossain fought hard to win against 
Asmat Ullah 6-1, 6-7, 6-4, also to 
reach the quarters.

NATIONAL CHESS 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The fourteen top chess players of 
the country will take part in the 
Mercantile Bank 33rd National 
Chess Championship which 
begins tomorrow.

LOCAL SNIPPETS    

A sweet 
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is missing our son. Actually they are 
not used to missing their family over 
a long time. But they are very 
focused on their job and dreaming 
even big in the second round," she 
informed.

"Sumon told me that I should go 
there if they reach the semifinal," 
Shaon said with a smile.

FROM PAGE 17

were "nowhere near" being able to 
pinpoint suspects. 

In an effort to retrace the prog-
ress of the investigation, British 
detectives are expected to arrive 
early next week in order to review 
all "major lines of inquiry" and 
conduct "a forensic review." 

"They will be looking to see if 
there is anything else we can do," 
Shields was quoted as saying by 
Britain's Daily Telegraph. 

"You know when you're involved 
in any piece of work and you are 
right up against it, sometimes you 
can miss the most blindingly obvi-
ous." 

Shields told AFP the arrival of 
the detectives was subject to 
official agreement and did not 
confirm the number of officers 
involved. 

Woolmer's murder has rocked 
cricket and raised the spectre of 
endemic corruption in the sport, 
with speculation raging that the 
killing is linked to illegal betting 
syndicates. 

Shields said that although no 
lines of enquiry could be ruled out, 
so far detectives have failed to 
uncover any evidence of links to 
match-fixing. 

Detectives have said they 
believe Woolmer knew his killer, 
because there was no sign of a 
forced entry to his room and none 

of his personal belongings were 
stolen. 

Shields said the immediate 
priority was to try and track down 
everyone visiting or staying at the 
Pegasus Hotel in the 72 hours 
before the murder, thought to be 
around 1,000 people. 

DNA and fingerprint samples 
would be sought in order to elimi-
nate as many people as possible. 

Police are also confident they 
will be able to glean information 
from security camera footage 
monitoring the 12th floor corridor of 
the Pegasus where Woolmer's 
room was located. 

Shields said digital enhance-
ment completed this week enabled 
him to clearly identify individuals 
caught on camera. 

Detectives were awaiting the 
result of toxicology and body tissue 
tests on Woolmer in order to estab-
lish a time of death that would allow 
them to scrutinise the relevant 
passage on the video tape, Shields 
said. 

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) meanwhile on Thursday 
urged Jamaican authorities to 
speed up the murder investigation 
"so that the mystery surrounding 
the unexplained death of Woolmer 
is resolved as soon as possible". 

Woolmer's widow Gill also said 
she was hoping for a quick conclu-
sion to the murder probe. 

"I just hope this thing can be 
done so we can find out who com-
mitted this terrible act," she said in 
an interview with the Jamaica 
Observer. 

Shields has defended the pace 
of the investigation and says his 
team does not feel under external 
pressure to make an arrest. 

"Everybody wants a result by 
tomorrow and I can understand 
that, but that's not the way to con-
duct an investigation," he said. 

"We have to move at a pace that 
ensures we do not miss anything. It 
would be great if we could make a 
huge breakthrough and move this 
forward to a satisfactory conclu-
sion. 

"But what we will not do is be 
rushed to satisfy the media or 
anyone else." 

Unidentified PCB officials ear-
lier this week claimed that 
Woolmer's death was due to natu-
ral causes, saying the post mortem 
was mishandled. 

Shields has said he will continue 
to treat the case as murder until he 
is presented with evidence to the 
contrary. 

"It's very clear from the patholo-
gists report that we are dealing with 
a murder investigation," he said. 
"The view is, very categorically, that 
this is a murder investigation. But of 
course we are keeping an open 
mind."

Shields calls old friends

Inzy quashes
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"I took the decision to retire from 
one-dayers before the World Cup. 
One-day cricket has become a very 
fast game. I am only human," he 
explained. 

Younis Khan is favourite to take 
over but Dr Ashraf ruled out a "hasty 
decision”. 

During the news conference, 
reporters were prevented from 
asking questions about the death of 
coach Bob Woolmer, who was 
murdered in his hotel room only 
hours after the match against 
Ireland.

Dr Ashraf said they would proba-
bly look for a replacement from 
within Pakistan, but added: "It will 
take some time to find a suitable 
man. We don't want to rush into 
things and regret it later." 

Govt hands over
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is an initial support to the families of 
the cricketers. "The government will 
try to provide more support to the 
families through BCB," he added.

A former national cricketer Rana 
(23) and Setu (28), a Khulna 
Division team player, were killed in a 
tragic road accident in Khulna on 
March 16.

Pakistan holds 
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His death has shocked the interna-
tional cricket community and left 
Pakistan cricket fans and the team 
reeling amid speculation over who 
might have been responsible for his 
death.

The one-hour memorial service 
would start at 12:00 pm (0700 GMT) 
and would be open to anyone who 
wished to pay their respects to 
Woolmer, Malik said.

President Pervez Musharraf in his 
condolence message to Woolmer's 
family paid tribute to the national 
coach.

"Bob Woolmer's services to the 
game will be long remembered by 
cricket fans," Musharraf said after the 
death.

Woolmer, 58, became Pakistan 
coach in 2004 and earned respect 
from many Pakistanis. 

The death of Woolmer, also a 
former coach of South Africa, has 
sparked one of the most complex 
murder investigations in Jamaican 
history.

It also triggered speculation 
about possible links to match-fixing 
and illegal betting in cricket.

Ponting wants
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He added: "I guess getting towards 
the latter stages there will be a lot of 
visitors coming in from around the 
world but it would be nice if a lot of 
the locals got out and supported the 
games as well."

Part of the problem in Antigua 
may be that the new Sir Vivian 
Richards ground is an out of town 
venue and those who do travel by 
car must park well away from the 
stadium because of tournament 
security plans and then pay extra for 
the park-and-ride shuttle.

Tickets for the West Indies v 
Australia clash ranged from 25 US 
dollars to 100 US dollars, leading to 
complaints that locals had been 
priced out of the market.

But Cricket World Cup commer-
cial director Stephen Price told AFP 
here Wednesday: "I really disagree 
with that ... Tickets are definitely not 
out of reach. There are plenty of 
lower category seats available."

FROM PAGE 20

competitions will one day cover all 
the remaining bases. Mashrafe, 
however, remains a man apart -- a 
talent who endured in spite of the 
overwhelming odds against his 
international survival.

To this day he retains a certain 
worldly wisdom that sets him apart 
from his excitable peers. Though at 
23 he is barely out of nappies in 
international terms, he is already a 
longer-serving international than 
most of England's representatives 
at this World Cup -- of the players 
that he faced at Chittagong in 
November 2003, for instance, only 
Michael Vaughan remains. That 
was the match in which he took an 
heroic 4 for 60 in the first innings to 
keep his side in the hunt, but then 
twisted his knee so grievously in the 
second innings that he didn't fea-
ture for another 12 months.

Injur ies have punctuated 
Mashrafe's career more frequently 
than statistical milestones, but to 
his credit, they have kept coming 
nonetheless. At Dhaka on Boxing 
Day in 2004, his first-over demoli-
tion of Virender Sehwag's stumps 
sent Bangladesh on their way to a 
15-run victory that was widely 
glossed over at the time, but none-

theless provided a massive confi-
dence boost ahead of their recent 
rematch in Trinidad.

And when Australia were top-
pled at Cardiff in that famous 
NatWest Series victory in 2005, 
Mashrafe's steady and incisive 
figures of 1 for 33 were instrumental 
in keeping Australia's big hitters in 
check. As so often happens when a 
side has one genuine world-class 
bowler to fall back on, Mashrafe's 
figures have possibly suffered for 
the degree of respect his perfor-
mances have been afforded. 
Nevertheless, he has still muscled 
his way to 85 wickets from 59 ODIs, 
and a further 50 from 20 Tests.

These days, superstardom is 
just a roll of the dice away. Last 
year, he found time to get married 
as well as, in an indication of 
Bangladesh cricket's rising profile, 
starring in his first commercial -- for 
a nation-wide talent-scouting 
programme. In the 40-second clip, 
he is featured shaving (another 
indication of his growing maturity, 
perhaps) when a vision of his youn-
ger self appears to him. The sense 
that he is a role model for a new 
generation is tangible.

It is a far cry from Mashrafe's 
own arrival in international cricket. 

As a hyperactive child growing up in 
the district of Narail, beside the 
Chi t ra River in south-west 
Bangladesh, Mashrafe spent more 
time swimming in the river and 
climbing the nearest mango trees 
than bothering with schoolwork. 
Sport was a blessed release for his 
energies, although cricket was by 
no means his only focus -- football 
and badminton also competed for 
his time. And even when he did 
play, he was more excited at the 
prospect of wielding a bat than 
flinging a ball.

Had it not been for a chance 
opportunity to blast away the tail in 
a district match for Narail, his abili-
ties might have been entirely over-
looked -- on the strength of a six-
ball spell that wrapped up a com-
prehensive win, he was dispatched 
to a BCB Under-17 team and the 
rest is history. Thanks, however, to 
his talent and endurance through 
thin times and even thinner, 
Bangladesh has had a focal point 
for its fast-bowling aspirations, and 
a figurehead in the drive to ensure a 
dynasty is established.

(Andrew Miller, the UK editor of 
CricInfo, wrote this for the website)

The Narail Express

Vaughan
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Lanka, defending champions 
Australia, the West Indies, Bangladesh 
and South Africa. 

"We'd love the top order to fire, but it 
hasn't happened  on Friday. We'll have to 
work very hard over the next few days to 
make sure that it contributes in the next 
game against Sri Lanka," he said. 

Collingwood said he was not sur-
prised by Ireland's early successes on a 
pitch which had a little bit of moisture. 

"They were very impressive. I wasn't 
surprised when they came out and 
bowled and put us under pressure," he 
said. 

"It takes a little bit of time to get in on 
these wickets. You have to get yourself in 
and then later in the innings you can 
make up on the run-rate a little bit." 

England were indebted to 
Collingwood for posting a challeng-
ing total as the all-rounder put on 81 
for the fifth wicket with Flintoff. 

All's well with
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on the field made them a dream to 
captain. 

"When it 's game day he 
(McGrath) gets out there and just 
delivers for you. He's a great com-
petitor, he's a bit like Shane Warne 
in that capacity. 

"When it's big game time it's 
generally the Warnes and McGraths 
and those sorts of guys that really 
stand up and so far he's been ter-
rific." 

Ponting and McGrath are two of 
the seven survivors from the 
Australia side that went down to a 
dramatic five-wicket one-day defeat 
against Bangladesh in June 2005 at 
Cardiff's Sophia Gardens -- a match 
where McGrath's 10 wicketless 
overs cost 43 runs. 

Control pleases
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middle. He's working really hard on his 
change up, his around the wicket stuff 
and his death (bowling) is getting 
better. 

"I haven't got a concern about any 
of our bowlers, they're all competitive 
and strategically we'll select on that 
basis." 

New Zealand's next match is 
against Bangladesh in here on 
Monday.

AFP, Georgetown

With the local 
mosque deco-
rated in the green 
and white colours 
o f  P a k i s t a n ,  
Wasim Kar im 
d r e a m e d  o f  
wa tch ing  the  

Asian giants play in the World Cup 
Super Eights here. 

But like many others around the 
world, the 28-year-old was left devas-
tated and angry after the early exit of 
Inzamamul Haq's team. 

Another fan, outraged by 
Pakistan's shock departure, ripped up 
the 50 tickets he had bought for 
matches here. 

A chef by profession, Karim agreed 
to work as a volunteer at the tourna-
ment so that he could see the Pakistan 
team, who were scheduled to play 
three matches in Guyana, at close 
range. 

Instead, he had to settle for watch-
ing debutants Ireland, who beat 
Pakistan in the first round, begin their 
Super Eights campaign against 
England at the National Stadium on 
Friday. 

"For the Muslims of Guyana, it 
(Pakistan's early exit) was a big 
wound," said Karim, wearing a 
Pakistani shirt after playing cricket 
outside the Grove mosque. 

"They are our fellow Muslims and 
we would have got some good lessons 
in cricket and Islam from Mohammad 

Yousuf and Inzamamul Haq," Karim 
said of the former Pakistan captain 
and batsman, who now sport beards 
and also preach. 

Yousuf converted from Christianity 
to Islam in 2005 and said his conver-
sion helped him achieve more disci-
pline and success. 

For some, cricket is a common 
religion here in a country which also 
sees Hindu and Christian festivals 
celebrated with equal fervour. 

"I am missing both India and 
Pakistan for we have people here of 
Indian origin and, without Pakistan and 
India in the tournament, we don't like to 
go and watch other teams," said Mark 
D'Souza. 

Ireland dumped Pakistan out of the 
tournament with a three-wicket win, 
while India lost to Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka to suffer the same fate in the first 
round. 

For the emotional Mohamed Asif, 
who claims to bowl like Pakistani 
paceman Shoaib Akhtar, it was some-
thing which could "kill" him. 

"We can never comprehend what 
happened to Pakistan and India. 
Pakistan going home has kept the 
people away from the stadium here," 
said Asif, who had initially bought 50 
tickets for Pakistan's three matches 
before tearing them up. 

"You know it takes someone to 
work for one week to buy a Pakistan 
shirt here and we bought them in 
numbers, but it proved useless and the 
Muslims of Guyana are disappointed 
for we thought they had the discipline." 

Fans irate at Pak exit
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the off-stump in the second over 
before forcing an edge off Vaughan 
to wicket-keeper Niall O'Brien. 

The 6ft 7in fast bowler finished 
with 2-28 off his seven overs. 

Kevin Pietersen hit three bound-
aries off Johnston's opening over as 
he and Ian Bell (31) steadied the 
innings during their 66-run stand for 
the third wicket. 

When it seemed Pietersen would 
put together a big score, he was 
smartly snapped up at mid-wicket 
by William Porterfield off Kyle 
McCallan. 

Pietersen, the new world number 
one batsman, hit five boundaries 
during his 47-ball 48. 

Flintoff, who failed to score in 

England's first round defeat against 

New Zealand and was dropped from 

the team over late night drinking for 

the Canada match, looked threaten-

ing as he hit a boundary off the first 

ball he faced. 

But the Irish bowlers kept a tight 

line and length and never allowed 

Flintoff to hit out. Flintoff finally 

chopped Johnston onto his stumps 

after hitting four boundaries during 

his 62-ball knock. 

Collingwood, who realised the 

importance of slog overs, reached 

his fifty off 65 deliveries and then cut 

loose, adding a quickfire 51 for the 

sixth wicket with Paul Nixon, who 

scored 19.

Colly carries England

 ENGLAND V IRELAND SCOREBOARD 
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Did not bat: Anderson, Panesar.  
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-23, 3-89, 4-113, 5-194, 6-245, 7-258. 
Bowler O M R W NB/W
Langford-Smith 7 0 38 0 nb-3, w-3
Rankin 7 1 28 2 w-4
Johnston 10 0 70 1 -
Botha 10 1 56 1 -
K O'Brien 4 0 26 1 w-2  
McCallan 10 0 38 1 -
White 2 0 8 0 w-2  
IRELAND R M B 4s 6s  
Porterfield c Bell b Flintoff 31 84 68 1 0  
Bray c Bopara b Anderson 0 1 1 0 0  
Morgan run out 2 12 7 0 0  
N O'Brien st Nixon b Vaughan 63 128 88 4 0  
Botha c Flintoff b Panesar 18 34 39 1 0  
K O'Brien lbw b Panesar 12 19 19 1 0  
Johnston b Flintoff 27 34 21 1 2  
White c Nixon b Collingwood 38 39 35 4 0  
McCallan b Flintoff 5 16 6 0 0  
Langford-Smith lbw b Flintoff 1 1 2 0 0  
Rankin not out 4 8 8 0 0  
Extras: (lb-3, w-9, nb-5) 17      
Total: (All out in 48.1 overs) 218      
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-11, 3-72, 4-116, 5-139, 6-139, 7-197, 8-209, 9-210, 10-218. 
Bowler O M R W NB/W  
Anderson 7 1 35 1 w-4 
Mahmood 8 2 34 0 nb-1, w-1 
Flintoff 8.1 1 43 4 nb-4 
Collingwood 6 0 38 1 w-1 
Panesar 10 1 31 2    -
Vaughan 9 0 34 1 w-1
Result England won by 48 runs 
Man-of-the-match: Paul Collingwood.
Toss: England
Umpires: B Doctrove and S Taufel.
Match referee: R Madugalle.

According to the Central Islamic 
Organization of Guyana (CIOG), there 
are about 125 mosques in the country 
with a population of 750,000. Muslims 
form about 12 percent of the total 
population. 

"Islam has spread here by leaps 
and bounds. We had actually printed 
invitations for the Pakistani players to 
give and attend lectures," said Kamal 
Husain, the new Imam at Grove. 

"The kind of attachment the 
Pakistani players have with Islam 
makes you more disciplined and we 
would still invite Yousuf and Inzamam 
as it would help because they can be 
role models for youth." 

Mohamed Shaheed, who was 
Imam of the Grove mosque for 14 
years, had come from the United 
States just to watch the Pakistan team. 

"We have thrown our tickets in the 
bin," he said angrily. 

"They let us down and let all 
Guyanese Muslims down. I wanted to 
meet (Indians) Irfan Pathan and 
Zaheer Khan but they too followed 
the Pakistani players." 

Shaheed's brother, Mumtaz Ali, 

termed the performances of two big 

sub-continent teams a "disgrace" 

and said he would now back 

Bangladesh, surprise qualifiers in 

the Super Eights. 

Wasim still feels where there is 

life, there is hope.

PHOTO: STAR

Muktijoddha striker Saiful Islam Moni (L) tries to win control of the ball from a Chittagong Abahani defender during their B. League encounter at the 
Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

LOCAL SNIPPETS
This was announced at a press 

conference held at the NSC con-
ference room yesterday ahead of 
the competition. President of 
Bangladesh Chess Federation 
Rafiqul Islam was present on the 
occasion.

Three grandmasters, two 
international masters, five FIDE 
Masters and four rated players are 
taking part in this year's competi-
tion, which is a grandmaster event.

 

DIV 2 CRICKET
Young Cricketers and Gopibagh 
Friends won close encounters in 
their Kai-Altech Second Division 
Cricket League matches.

At the Dhaka University ground, 

Young Cricketers (224 all out in 
42.1 overs) edged past Sinha 
Textiles Sporting Club (220 all out 
in 46.5 overs) by four runs. Faisal 
starred for the Mirpur-based team 
with a polished 56.

Gopibagh Friends (178-7 in 
48.1 overs) beat big-spending 
Gulshan Youth (177 all out in 49.3 
overs) by three wickets at the 
Jagannath Hall ground.

NSU INTRA-BATCH 
CRICKET
Shaon took three wickets as Batch 
05 sneaked past Batch 06 by eight 
runs in the North South University 
Intra-Batch Cricket competition at 
the Banani WAPDA ground yester-

day.
Batting first after being sent in, 

Batch 05 notched up the highest 
score of the tournament so far as 
they reached 273 for 6 in 35 overs 
in the small ground. In reply, Batch 
06 were restricted to 265 for 8 in 35 
overs.

Earlier, Fahad top scored for 
Batch 05 with 55 runs while Tushar 
took 2 for 33 for Batch 06.

It took a superb effort from 
Mushfiq of Batch 05 in the 33rd 
over, that of Shumit who was set on 
22. Mushfiq dived a long way in 
the cover boundary to pluck out a 
brilliant catch. Shaon took three 
for 23.

Fight is already
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Sri Lanka also advanced to the 
second round with an all-win record 
before losing their first match here 
against South Africa, but had the 
consolation of making their oppo-
nents struggle for victory.

South Africa were comfortably 
placed at 206-5 before nearly 
choking against paceman Lasith 
Malinga, who became the first 
bowler in the one-day history to 
take four wickets off successive 
balls.

Sri Lanka lost the tense match 
by one wicket, but Sri Lanka captain 
Mahela Jayawardene said he was 
pleased with the way his side had 
fought back.

"Those things will haunt us, but 
there are positives to take in that we 
never gave up and we came back 
strongly," he said.

"We fought really well and the 
credit goes to the bowlers who did 
very well. So for us, it is about 
concentrating on those positives 
and looking forward."

Sri Lanka will look to their bowl-
ers, especially spinners, to keep the 
pressure on the West Indies who 
have been struggling with their 
batting in the second round.

Ace  o f f - sp inne r  Mu t t i ah  
Muralidaran looked impressive on 
the Providence Stadium pitch 
which also favoured slow bowlers, 
finishing with 3-34 off 10 overs 
against South Africa.

Lef t -arm spinner  Sanath 
Jayasur iya and off -sp inner  
Tillakaratne Dilshan are also capa-
ble of containing runs in the middle 
overs, ensuring the West Indies will 
face a testing time in their vital 
game.

SQUADS
SRI LANKA (from): Mahela 
Jayawardene (captain), Kumar 
Sangakkara, Sanath Jayasuriya, 
Upul Tharanga, Marvan Atapattu, 
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Russel 
Arnold, Chamara Silva, Chaminda 
Vaas, Farveez Maharoof, Lasith 
Malinga, Dilhara Fernando, Nuwan 
Kulasekara, Muttiah Muralidaran, 
Malinga Bandara.
WEST INDIES (from): Brian Lara 
(captain), Ramnaresh Sarwan, 
Chris Gayle, Dwayne Smith, 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul, Dwayne 
Bravo, Marlon Samuels, Ian 
Bradshaw, Corey Collymore, 
Jerome Taylor, Denesh Ramdin, 
Devon Smith, Lendl Simmons, 
Daren Powell, Kieron Pollard.
Umpires: Mark Benson and Daryl 
Harper.

Rajshahi atop 
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added 55 off 76 balls with the help of 
three boundaries but still Sylhet 
were bundled out for 209 in 43.4 
overs.

DHAKA-CHITTAGONG
Anwar struck seventeen boundaries 
to make 113 off 157 balls and Al 
Shahriar played a quickfire 60 off 52 
balls that contained nine fours as 
Dhaka put up 252-9 after being 
decided to bat first.

In reply, Dhiman Ghosh made 91 
off 98 balls that included seven 
boundaries but Chittagong were 
dismissed for 213 runs in 47.2 overs 
to suffer their second defeat in three 
games.

Sarifullah was the most success-
ful Dhaka bowler with 3-27.

BARISAL-KHULNA
Monirul Islam and Imrul Kayes 
associated 120 runs for the opening 
stand but Khulna were all out for 297 
runs with two overs to spare in reply 
to a Barisal's mammoth 307.

Number eight batsman Fahim 
Muntasir occupied the one end with 
44-ball 41 but last two batsmen fell 
the victim of runs outs which put the 
end of Khulna's valiant run chase.

Monirul scored 65 off 56 balls 
that saw seven fours and two sixes 
while Kayes added 56 off 47 deliver-
ies with the help of seven fours and 
a six.

Earlier Barisal innings built 
around on an unbeaten 83 runs by 
Raisul Islam who clobbered six 
boundaries. Opener Rokibul Hasan 
was the other notable scorer with 50 
off 68 balls.

SCORES IN BRIEF
RAJSHAHI: 288-6 in 50 overs 
(Hamidul 36, Anisur 82, Mushfiqur 
49, Hasanuzzaman 44 n.o, extras 
20; Maruf 2-34).
SYLHET: 209-10 in 43.4 overs 
(Kapali 59, Sadiqur 55, extras 9; 
Sajib 2-42, Anisur 3-23).
Result: Rajshahi won by 79 runs.
DHAKA: 252-9 in 50 overs (Anwar 
113 n.o, Al-Shahriar 60, extras 14; 
Tareq 2-53, Sunny 2-55, Mahbubul 
2-17).
CHITTAGONG: 213-10 in 47.2 
overs (Mahbubul 38, Dhiman 91, 
extras 13; Shariful lah 3-27, 
Rashedul 2-36).
Result: Dhaka won by 39 runs.
BARISAL: 307-6 in 50 overs 
(Rokibul 50, Faruque 33, Raisul 83 
n.o, extras 19).
KHULNA: 297-10 in 48 overs 
(Monirul 65, Kayes 56, Asadullah 
42, Fahim 41 n.o, extras 18; Monir 
3-61).
Result: Barisal won by 10 runs.

Muktis thrash
Ctg Abahani
UNB, Dhaka

Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira Chakra 
notched their third consecutive 
victory in the B League as they 
crushed Chittagong Abahani by 4-0 
goals at the Bangabandhu National 
Stadium yesterday.

With the outcome, Muktijoddha 
took the joint lead with another 
metropolis club Sheikh Russel 
Krira Chakra securing 10 points 
from five matches. On the other 
hand ,  Ch i t tagong  Abahan i  
remained at previous three points 
from five outings.

Captain Saifur Rahman Moni, 
midfielder Arman Miah, right-
winger Firoz Mahmud Titu and 
defender Hasan Al Mamun scored 
one goal each for the all Reds.

Moni put Muktijoddha ahead in 
the 17th minute by a simple tap as 
midfielder Matiur Munna's long 
range screamer from about 35 
yards returned to play after hitting 
the crosspiece (1-0).

After the breather, former 
national player Arman doubled the 
margin in the 72nd minute with a 
right footed curving free-kick from 
outside the left side of the danger 
zone (2-0).

Titu netted the 3rd for the win-
ners in the 84th minute by a right-
footed angular shot from the right 
side of the danger zone (3-0) while 
Hasan Al Mamun sealed the mar-
gin with a well-judged header from 
top of the small box utilizing a right 
flank Matiur Munna free-kick (4-0) 
just before the long whistle. 

Yellow cards - Imtiaz Sultan 
(Chittagong Abahani).

TEAMS
MUKTIJODDHA: Titumir, Rajani, 
Deen Mohammad (Al Arman), 
Hasan, Titu, Brahim (Parvez), 
Arman Mia, Munna, Arman Aziz, 
Alfaz and Moni. 
CHITTAGONG: Kamal (Khokon), 
Gobinda, Sohel, Mintu, Dhiman, 
J i tu ,  Nuru l  Is lam,  Khokon 
(Jahangir), Anwar, Tripti and Apu.
Referee : Ramkrishna Ghosh.

A team improve
Mubarak 13, Lokuarachchi 77 n.o, 

extras 19; Mosharraf 1-66, Forhad 3-

49)

Result: Sri Lanka A won by five wick-

ets.
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