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'Richards keen
on India job

P11, Antigua

West Indian batting great Sir Vivian
Hichards is not averse 1o the idea of
coachingthe Indianericket teamand
wake the players "mentally stron-
gert.
Richards said the Indians were
the most talented side on paper but
lucked the mental toughness to be
abletosucceed atthehighestlevel.

Asked specifically if he would
accept the offer to coach the Indian
team, hesaid "lwouldlike tobeapart
ofthe Indian set up. [would deal with
themental side of things".

1 believe I would be very helpful
in the mental side of things. I have
done many motivational speeches
and chatwith some of the best teams
in the world...I think I could help
where the head is concerned®,
Richardstold CNN-IBN,

Disappointed with India's early
exit from the World Cup,the former
West Indian captain said reams from
the sub-continent needed to have "a
sense of steel in the mind” while
performing inbigger tournaments.

"I am very disappointed. [ have
always felt that on paper they are the
most mlented team that you can see,
1 also believe the same for Pakistan.
But Talso believe that when it comes
to such huge occasions, mentally
theyneverseem togetitright.

*I think in the future tharisone of
the things that they will have to work
on. How strong you can, get these
guys mentally will matter because
cricket is not just about the ability
and talent that you have in order o
go ol and hit the ball around,” he
pointedout.

Providence is
not so divine

INTERNET, undated

While the Caribbean islands may
have stged their opening group
matches without too much fuss, the
mainland state of Guyana could well
he the one that lets this World Cup
down. South Africa’s coach Mickey
Arthur could not hide his frustration
yesterday at the inadequacy of the
new Providence Stadium's facilities.

South Africa have a vital Super
Eight encounter today against Sri
Lanka - a match they really need 1o
winiftheyare (o shakeolfthe percep-
tion of them as World Cup chokers.
But their normally meticulous prep-
arations have been badly disrupted
b}l theshambolicstate of the ground.

"The nets are wet and the run-ups
are wer,” said Arthur. "Some of the
batsmen have had throw-downs and
after a major fight the bowlers have
been allowed o practice on the
outfield. You get used ro improvising
with teams and tactics, but here we
are having to improvise with facili-
ties."

The International Cricket Council
say there are no plans to fine
Guyana's local organising commit-
teefor their failure to deliver the basic
requirements of an international
stadium, "They are 98 per cent
there,” said a spokesman, "and [ am
sure that with a lot of hard work
everything will be ready for the
match."

‘The good news is that the playing
areaitselflooks in fine shape, despire
heavy min. Georgetown, Guyana's
atmospheric capital, stands several
metres below sealevel. ButwhileTest
matehes at the old Baurda Oval were
hardly ever known to reach a conclu-
sion, the Providence Stadium has
been built on higher ground. lts
ground-staffboast that two inches of
rain willdrain awayinhalf-an-hour.

It tukes more than a nicely tended
outfield o make a decent cricket
ground, however, and problems are
expected with the incidentals: things
like power sockets, phone lines and
broadcasting facilities. The BBC
team turned up to find nothing in
their booth but a rable and chair,
Unless equipment can be shipped in
from St Vincent, their commentary
could end up being broadeast over
crickly mobile phonelines,

‘A top innings'
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tionals have all been made against
Australiasince the 2005/06 season,
ineluding a world recard 438 for
nine by South Africa in
Johannesburgin Marchlastyear.
“It's fair to say we've had some
big scores chased down so first of
all it's nice to know we are making
thebig scores,” said Buchanan.
*But if we look around the
world, the game has changed and
teams are finding it harder and
harder to hold sides that are chas-
ing." ;
And Buchanan said' he was
encournged by the way Australia
held their nerve after South Africa's
rapid start in pursuit of 378 for
victory last weekend where the
run-out of AB de Villiers and the
cramp suffered by Graeme Smith
helpedthetitle holders.

“I think we did a very good job
against South Africa albeit a run
aut and possibly a bout of cramp
helpedourcase,” said Buchanan.

"Nonetheless our bowlers and
our fielders stuck with the task and

+ we were able o take nine wickets
for 70 runs on a ground that was
hating friendly,

"I'm pretty pleased with the way
the bowling group is coming
along.”
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Former chief adviser to the caretaker government Latifur Rahman poses with the winners of the two-day Bank
Alfalah Independence Day Cup golf tournament at the Ghatail Golf Club at the Shaheed Salahuddin Cantonment on

Saturday.

Gibbs's tips for Irish Spinner

AFP, Geargetonn

Ireland have
been given some
timely advice on
‘spin ahead of
their World Cup
Super Eights
clash apgainst
England from
West Indies
legend Lance Gibbs. Ireland’s top
spinner Kyle McCallan said he was
overjoyed to meet 72-year-old
Gibbs who was the first spinner to
reach 300 Test wickets, "It's
always nice to meet ane of the
legends of the game, and
interesting to see the state of his
spinning rfinger,” said McCallan.

“The way he grips the ball is
completely alien to the way | gripit.
He talked about gripping it hard,
spinning it hard. T try to give itarip
but not the way he did,

"But it was a privilege to meet
him, he still looks well and is a fit
lookingman.”

Meanwhile, McCallanadmitshe
is getting his motivation for the

next stage of the World Cup from
theinternet.

"l am reading so many com-
ments at the moment, saying
Ireland shouldn't be in the Super
Eights. No matter what you do,
people are trying to knock you
down. They are saying we have
qualified on thebasisofone perfor-
mance," he told
www.cricketeuroped.net.

"Hasn't everyone? England lost
to New Zealand. They are only in
the Super Eights because they beat
Kenya.

"They're all motivating factors
for us to go out and perform
anotherupset.”

Ireland, who shocked Pakistan
in the first round, meet England in
their first Super Eights clash here
on Friday. .

It will be the second match
between Ireland and England in
ninemonthswith England winning
in Belfast by 38 runs in June last
year.

“We were disappointed at how

we bowled against England in
Belfast," said McCallan.

"They haven't got Marcus
Trescothick, who gota big hundred
against us, albeit they now have
Kevin Pietersen and Andrew
Flintoff, but we didn't disgrace
ourselves in that match and we'll
take thar experience into Friday's
game.

“They've lost Harmison from
that attack and while we cannot be
overly-confident going into the
game, we can realistically compete
with them. Having heard what
we've heard about the pitch here,
apparently it suits the slower bowl-
ers so [ hope that they will play the
pace bowlers. It will come on to the
batand make for faster scoring.”

“The guys have coped with the
quicker bowling rather well and if
we can hit the ball down the ground
in the middle overs, we should get
more runs. The batters know what
theyhavetodo.”

Chappell unhappy

with WC length

AFP, Bridgetown

Former Austra-
lian caprain lan
Chappell has
called for the
World Cup ta be
shortened.

The mara-
thon 2007 tour-
nament in the Caribbean lasts for
almost seven weeks and features 16
[ELms.

But Chappell believes it can be
trimmed.

‘I am quite happy with the
globalising of the game, but [ really
think the World Cup is ranning too
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long at the moment," said the -

Ausrralian,

"Lei's take the eight major
teams as they are. I would then like
to see bwo teams qualify to make it
tep and then I would like to see
those teams play each other once,
so that everybody has played each
other,” Chappell said in his
www.cricinfo.comcolumn.

"The team that goes on to win
the World Cup would have played
all the other teams once, no one
will have miissed out and the tour-
nament will come to an end much

faster."

Chappell also thinks a short-
ened version would still involve the
non-Test playing nations who, with
the exception of Ireland, have been
generally out of the depth here.

"For those who would then
jump up and down and say that
there is no encouragement for the
minnows, what [ would say is that
firstly, they play in the qualifying
tournament,” added Chappell.

"We had these practice games
before the tournament that all the
major teams played in, which I
thought was a good idea as it helps
ingettingused to the conditions.

"The minnows could be
involved in those games as they
could then play against the major
sides. [ think the most important
thing is that it is not so much what
you do with the minnows at the
Waorld Cup.

"I think it's what you do in
hetween the World Cups to make
sure that these teams are getting an
apportunity to get better, so that
eventually down the line, we get a
World Cup where there are 16
teams competing -- they're all
competitive -- and it is an elite
tournament.”

Don't blame
coach: Azhar

P11, Ahinedabad

Former Indian captain
Mohammad Azharuddin today
said coach Greg Chappell could
not be blamed for the below par
performace of the India in" the
World Cup as the team did not
clickasaunit.

"At the end of the day it is the
players who have to go in the
middle and play as a whole unit
and win the match,” Azhar told
reporters here.

"It is very sad that Indian
team lost in the first round,
which should not have
happned. But, sometimes such
things happens and we have to
acceptit," he said.

Azhar also said the team
composition for the mega event
"was not right” but did not efab-
orate on what was wronginit.

Asked whether senior players
should be in the team or not, he
said it was for the selectors to
decide and he could not com-
mentonit.

Azharuddin was here for
announcing the settingup of the
country's biggest indaor sta-
dium which will be built at Koba
village in Gandhinagar distict.

Fulton gets captain's

backing

AFP, St lohn's

New Zealand
captain Stephen
Fleming believes
Peter Fulton is
ideally placed to
fill the gap left by
the injured Lou
Vincent when the Black Caps begin
their World Cup Super Eight cam-
paign against hosts West Indies on
Thursday.

" Opening batsman Vincent's
World Cup ended Sunday when
his wrist was broken while butting
in the nets by a delivery from Fast
bowling teammate Shane Bond.

Fulton, normally a' middle-
order batsman, is now set to open
alongside Fleming.

Fulton has played in just one
of New Zealand's three matches
at this tournament -- the 114-run
victory over Canada last
Thursday that saw the Black Caps
complete a hat-trick of wins in
Group Cwhere he made 47.

But the 28-year-old, whose
only previous experience of
opening at this level saw him
score nine .on debut against

Bangladesh in November 2004,
has beenin fine form of late.
His last five one-day interna-

tionals innings have featured -

three fifties and Fleming told
reporters: "Pete is a different type
of player (to Lou) and if anything
his form is outstanding.

"To leave him out of the frst
couple of games was incredibly
difficult. The positive is he gets a
chance, and a consistent chance,
to batin onespot for a while.

"Pete's played up and down
the, order knowing he was going
to be autility batter,” Fleming
explained of Fulton, who aver-
ages over 35 in his 29 one-day
internationals.

New Zealand are ser to be
without another batsman in Ross
Taylor, who sustained a ham-
string injury against Kenya,
against the West Indies although
the talented shot-maker is still
with the squad.

"It's been a dramatic week
with Lou going and 'Rossco’
working hard on getting back, it
has changed the balance of the
side,” Fleming said.

"But the core is still there and

the bonus has been we've had six
days to adjust -- it hasn't been
thrown on us the day before a
game so we've been able to pre-
pare mentally forit.

"The best thing is the (first-
choice) bowlers are still iptact,
they've been the usual suspects,”
explained Fleming of an attack
where Bond's fitness in particular
has proved fallible in the past.”

New Zealand have drafted in
Hamish Marshall as an additional
batsman and hé is now set to face
the West Indies in the absence of
bothVincentand Taylor.

"It'sgoing to be a big challenge
for Hamish and certainly the
team realises that. We'll do every-
thing possible to make sure he's
ready togo,” Fleming insisted.

"[t's a pretty important 36 hours
but [ guess knowing he's going to
play, coming off some runsat home
and being backin the team will give
himsome energy and adrenalin.®

West Indies are set to play three
days in a row after their match
against world champions
Australia, which started at the Sir
Vivian Richards Stadiom on
‘Tuesday, was carried over into
Wednesday's reserve day because
of rain.

Rahul Dilip's
leader

REUTERS, Mumbai

India's chief selector Dilip
Vengsarkar has come to the defence
of Rahul Dravid after the skipper
came under fire for his team's first-
round eliminationat theWorld Cup.

India, runners-up in the last
edition, crashed out in the
Caribbean last week after losing two
out of three group matches, to
Bangladesh and former champions
SriLanka.

Irate fans in the cricket-crazy
country have demanded the axe fall
onDravid and coach Greg Chappell.

"He is an experienced cam-
paigner and has all the leadership
qualities,” Vengsarkar told national
dailyTimes of India onWednesday.

Vengsarkar recalled former
Australia captain Richie Benaud's
comments on the role of the cap-
tain: "Captaincy is 90 per cent luck
and 10 percentability.”

"He (Dravid) has done quite well
thus far. After all, as they say, a cap-
tainisonlyasgoodashisteam.”

Vengsarkar said the defeat to
Bangladesh wasaone-off.

"I feel Bangladesh played its best
cricketin that match. [ am positiveif
india plays Bangladesh in the
future, it will win nine out of 1
matches. A

"But nobody knows what will
happen in that one match. That's
the uncerminty of cricket, Whatever
the Bangladeshis did in that match
clicked.”

The Indian cricker board is to
analyse the national ream's World
Cup performance at a meeting next
week,

Pakistan not
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them before his death that indi-
cated he was set to blow the whistle
oncricketcorruption.

However Shields acknowledged
on Tuesday that a possible march-
fixinglink "keepscomingtolight”.

"Oneofthose thatkeepscoming

1o light, it looks like, is around

match-fixing and bookies, so
therefore that's the clear line of
inquiry, but it's not the only line,"
Shields said.

Officers from the International
Cricket Council's Anti-Corruption
Unit, including chief investigator
Jeff Rees, are in Jamaica to assist
with the inquiry.

Sri Lanka A

FROM PAGE 17

showed some resistance as he
associated in the, highest partner-
ship, B3 runs for the seventh wicket
with Nadif.

Sharif scored 35 off 68 balls with
the help of three boundaries while
Nadif smashed nine fours to make
750 136 deliveries.

Chandana finished with 4-67
while'Hearth taok three for 38 and
Mubarak 2-53,

SCORES IN BRIEF

Sri LankaA:395and 184-6 dec,
Bangladesh A: 239 and 239 all out
in 84 overs (Jahurul2l, Mehrab 20,
Nazimuddin 6, Tushar 0, Nadif 75,
Riyad 24, Sahagir 1, Sharif 35,
Moshacral 18, Nazmul 5, Enamul 1
n.o., exiras 33, Hearth 3-38,
Mubarak 3-53, Chandana 4-67).
Result:Sri Lanka Awon by 101 runs.

2nd autopsy
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scious in his hotel room on March
18, the day after Pakistan had lostto
Ireland and been eliminated from
theWarld Cup.

He was declared dead later at a
hospital and Jamaican investiga-
tors said after the autopsy that they
had compelling evidence to sug-
gest the former England player had
been strangled.

Briton Shields told Reuters in
Kingston on Tuesday that it could
take months to piece together a
complicated murder case with
hundreds af potential witnesses.

The PCB official said the board
were convinced none of its players
were involved in any wrongdoing.
"We are backing our players to the
hilt," he said. A

From India
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Bangladesh in the rest of the World
Cup matches,” said Thakkar.

He also said, “I sacrificed my
professional work for 20 days to
make this trophy, and all that India
bought for us was shame and dis-
honour.”

Thakkar is in touch with two

leading courier service ngencies'.‘

one of them will carry the 12-feet-
tall replica made of teakwood and
designer plywood, weighing 150-
kg and worth Rupees 25,000, to
Dhaka.

Thakkar said his cousin Niravy
Thakkar in Mumbai was in touch
with the Bangladesh Cricket Boar,
“Though we are arranging every-
thing, we need some help with the
courier charges, which is expected
to be around Rs, 60-70,000," added
Thakkar.

He said two persons are likely to
accompany the replica to. Dhoka.
“And, when the Bangladesh team
return, 1 want a picture of the rep-
lica with the Tigers captain Habibul
Bashar, which [ shall dispatch to all
the 15 members of the Team India,
just to tell them about our senti-
ments.”

Bopara wary of Ireland

AFP, Georgetown

Rookie all-
rounder Ravi
Bopara insists
England need o
he at their very
bestif they are to
win their tricky
World Cup Super Eights clash
against neighbours Ireland.

“freland have been playing
some good cricket, I've been
watching a few of their games and
they look a good side,” said the 21-
year-old Essex player ahead of the
Providence stadium clash here on
Friday.

“They've already proven they
can beat some of the top sides in
the world and the main thing forus
is tobe on top ofour game when we
face them. We may be expected to
win, but we all know that cricket
doesn'tworklike that."

Ireland, who qualified for the
World Cup after finishing second in
the ICC (International Cricket
Council) in 2005, shocked the

World
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cricket world by defeating former
champions Pakistan in the first
round,

They tied their first Group D
match against Zimbabwe before
losing to the hosts West Indies in
theirlast match.

England, who like Ireland carry
no points from the frst stage,
qualified for the second round with
wins over Kenya and Canada and a
defeat against fellow Super Eighis
qualifiers New Zealand.

England are playing in the last
eight for the first time since 1996.

Bopara said England are target-
ing a place in the semi-finals with
renewed confidence.

"We played well in the last cou-
ple of games in the group stages
and we are feeling confident going
into the Super Eights," said Bopara,
who played against Canada after
England decided to punish all-
rounder Andrew Flintoff for late
nightdrinking.

“It's always a great feeling to go
outand play some games and I am
fcelfnggomi. [ am feeling confident

and lam justenjoyingmyself, *

"I had a decent game against
Canada and | felt gpod with batand
ball and it was a good team perfor-
mance against Kenya, it was very
solid and I didn't really have to do
much,” said Boparh, who scored 29
and tok 2-43 in England’s 51-run
win at St Lucia.

He was required’ to bowl only
one over und did not bat in team’s
seven-wicket win over Kenya in a
rain-shortened match at the same
vernue.

Bopara said England has done
wellinone-day cricket recently and
has the confidence to move on.

"We are very confident, there's
plenty of energy-in the group and
we're feeling good about ourselves -
-- wecan't wail to get on withit.

"If we just think back a few
months ago to the Commonwealth
Hank Series in Australia we beat the
number one team in the world so [
don't see any reason why we
shouldn't reach the final," said
Bopara of England’s tournament
win lastmonth,

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

Rajib smashed an unbeaten hun-
dred as Agrani Bank secured a 31-
run victory against BKSP in the
Kai-Altech First Division Cricket
League at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium yesterday. '

The bankers rode on 116 by
Rajib to score 274-7 in stipulated
50 overs and then wrapped up
BKSP for 243 in 47.4 overs.

In the day's other matches,
Gazi Tank (147-3) registered a
seven-wicket victory over
Sadharan Bima (145-10) at the
Fatullah Cricket Stadium and
Surjo Tarun (274-7) defeated
Rupali Bank (240-10) by 34 runs
at BKSE

DIV2 CRICKET
Chandpur Cricket Academy
opened their second division
campaign with a crushing 137-
run victory over Amligola Unity
Sports Academy at the City Club
Ground.

Having scored 237 runs in 49.3
overs, they bowled out Amligola
out for only 100 runs, with

Shakhawat and Rajib sharing .

seven wickets.

In the other matches, Udity
Club, (182-7 in 44 overs) beat
Kalindi KC (178-10 in 40.4 overs)
by three wickets while Green Leaf
(246-9 in 50 overs) beat East End
Club (202-10 in 45.1 overs) by 44
runs.

DIV3 CRICKET

Dhanmondi Cricket Academy

‘take part in

went off to a rousing start as they
beat PWD by 197 runs in the Kai-
Altech third division cricket
league at the Gulshan Youth Club
ground,

Half-centuries from Akeed
(63}, Reazur (56), Asad (58) and
Murad (64%) propelled DCA to a
massive score of 338 for 7 in 50
overs. In reply, PWD were bun-
dled out for 41 runs in 33.4 overs
with Al-Amin taking five wickets.

In the other match, Rayer
Bazar AG (229-3 in 43 overs) beat
Hillol Jubo Sangha (228-8 in 50
overs) by seven wickets.

INDEPENDENCE DAY

KABADDI

Bangladesh Rifles trounced
Bangladesh Police 18-10 in the
final of the Independence Cup
Kabaddi tournament at the
Kabaddicourt.

In the women’s exhibition
match, Bangladesh Ansar and
VDP beat Jurain Janata Club 30-
18,

INDEPENDENCE

DAY CHESS

Interested players are urged to
today's
Independence Day Active ghess
tournament o be held at the
Bangladesh Chess Federartion
hall-room.

The two-day long event will
take place in a Swiss league sys-
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Bowler

Daran Pawell
Jerome Taylor
Coray Collymore
Chris Gayle
Dwayne Bravo
Marlon Samuels

DarenPowell, Carey Collymare.

_AUSTRALIA V WEST INDI

WEST INDIES: Chris Gayle, Shivnarine Chanderpaul, Ramnarash Sarwan, Madan
Samuels, Brian Lara, Dwayna Bravo, Dwayne Smith, Dinesh Ramdin, Jerame Taylor,

Umplres: Aleem Dar (Pakistan) and Asad Rauf (Pakistan)

11

£5 SCOREBOARD

0O M R W Econ
0 2 5 2 530
0 0 6 0 6700w
10 0 5 0 5600w
& 0 29 0 7.25(2nh)
70 49 2 T.00(2)
9 0 58 1 G44(Inb, tw)

Olsen not happy

IS ¥ Football

AFP, Berlin

Danish coach Morten Olsen on
Tuesday accused his opposite
number Joachim Loew of being
"disrespectful” after learning the
German boss plans to name a
second-string side for
Wednesday's friendly against
Denmark.

Olsen was seething after only
discovering in the press that
Loew: plans to give his squad's
fringe players a run‘out against

Denmark in Duisburg and will *

rest eight of his first-team who
beat the Czech Republic last
weekend, including captain
Michael Ballack of Chelsea.

With up to six German players
expected to make théir debut,
Olsen accused the Germans of
renefing on an agreement that
both sides, would name full-
strength sides.

And the 57-year-old fears a
game against a weakened
Germany will hamper his prepa-
rations for their Euro 2008 quali-
fier ngainst Sweden in June.

Go to hell, say fans
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He was like a father to all of us,” he
said. '

~ Captain Inzamamul Haq and
around a dozen squad members
arrived in the eastern city of Lahore
later Wednesday but were driven
out of the airport's cargo section to
avoidwaiting reporters and fans.

"We didn't want to hurt them,
we just wanted to vent our frustra-
tion," sald one fan after finding out
that the players had eluded them.

All-rounder Yasir Arafat landed
at Islamabad international airport
early Wednesday but refused to
comment before being driven
away.

Pakistani police had earlier
pledged to protect the players if
necessary. |

"We are deploying police at the
airport. We will natallow people to
go near the players," Lahore police
chief,Malik Igbal told AFP. "The
players will be provided with
mobile police escorts aswell.”

Karachi police, chief Azhar
Farooqi said: "Police will escort the

players from the airport to their
homes and will not allow any unto-
ward incident.”

Vice-captain Younis Khan and
batsman Mohammad Yousuf
returned to Karachilate Monday.

The Pakistani players have
come via Dubai and London,
where they kept a low profile for
two days following their ill-fated
Waorld Cuptrip.

Team spokesman Pervez Mir
said the players had no safety fears
aboutreturning home, although he
admitred thar Pakistani fans would
be disappointed with their perfor-
mance.

Speaking outside the team's
hotel near London's Heathrow
Airport Tuesday, Mir said the team
were "never a suspect” in the mur-
derofWoolmer.

However Jamaican Deputy
Police Commissioner Mark Shields
disputed Mir's "pretty inaccurate
statement, because nobody at this
stage can be ruled out of the

inquiry.”

Spurs fan
banned

AFP, London

A Tottenham fan who ran onto the
pitch after their FA Cup
quarterfinal defeat by Chelsea at
White Hart Lane and rried to punch
Frank Lampard was banned from
football matches for three years
Tuesday.

Timothy John Lawrence Smith
was arrested after running onto the
pitch at the end of the game.on
March 19 and throwing a punch at
Lampard, although he filed o
make contact with the England
midfielder.

The 18-year-old junior architect
pleaded guilty to encroaching onto
the pitch and was fined 300 pounds
(590 dollars) and ordered to pay 50
pounds (98 dollars) incosts.

The order means he cannot
attend any regulated marches in
England or Wales and will have to
report to a police station (o surren-
der his passport before overseas
matches.

Smith has already been banned
for life from White Hart Lane by the
club.

A second man, Simon Barri,
28, received an identieal ban aned
300 pounds fine for.running onto
the pitch.

Antigua charms
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the scenery,” said Tigers caprain
Habibul Bashar over a glass of
lemanade. A few yards ahead of
him three young boys were busy
playing beach cricketlittle realising
that the most sought-after skipper
ofthe most loved teanin this World
Cup to date was within handshak-
ing and autograph seeking dis-
tance,

"It is extremely important for us
tokeep enjoyingwhat we are doing.
So far team spirit and camaraderie
have been excellent but this has
been along ur, the longestin our
career and therefore we. must
support each ather in every way so
that this vibe continues,” Bashar
added.

Bashar and his men arrived in
Antigua on Monday afier confirm-
ing their Super Eight berth the day
before and there was a light recov-
ery session on the beach. On
Tuesday mormng, they had full
practice at the Antigua Recreation
Groundin the. In the afternoon the
players had a gym session at a
facility which is about a 10-minute
bus ride from the Cove which does
not have agym.

Not coming
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world-class cricket than preparing
for the coming season in a more
relaxed fashion.

flut not all the employers were
quite as straightforward to organ-
isealternativearmngements for.

"Kyle McCallan is a school-
teacher so we had to check with the
educarion board that he works for
that it was okay for him to stay out
here,” Torrens said.

"David Langford-Smith is a
delivery driver for a grass-cutting
company in Dublin and fortu-
nately the boss there is a former
president of the Irish Cricket
Union,

"Andre Botha and Paul Mooney
also work for a grass-cutting com-
pany in North Dublin. Their boss
was out here and he's a very keen
supporter of [rish cricket so overall
there were about six bosses we had
to canfirm with.

"Kenny Carroll gave up his job
as a postman in Ocober o play
cricket. He has been at home for
about three weeks in the last six
months. Our opening batsman

William Porterfield hastakenayear | -

out aflter just graduating from his
studies.”

CaptainTrent Johnston works as
a salesman for a textile company
whose managing director Angus
Dunlop captained Irelantd, soagain
it wis not a huge challenge to gain
the time off.



