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Clockwise (from left): As part of the weeklong Independence Day celebration at the Liberation War Museum, candles were litin memory of the unarmed civilians massacred by the Pakistan army on
the night of March 25, talented and upcoming artistes completed a 30,000 square feet traffic paint depicting the genocide of March 25, 1971 on Manik Mia Avenue. The event was organised by

University of Development Alternative (UODA)

Documentary on Tajuddin Ahmed

premiered

AHSAN HABIB

Tajuddin Ahmed: The Unsung Hero, a 100 minute long
documentary film by Tanvir Mokammel on the first prime
minister of Bangladesh who organised the Liberation War
in the absence of Bangobondhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
premiered at the Shawkot Osman Memorial Auditorium on
March 25.

The film brings to light the Liberation War and the
establishment of a national consciousness by featuring
Tajuddin Ahmed as a politician and an individual.

The film encompasses footage, stills and a series of
interviews with Ahmed's colleagues, friends and family
members. Dr Kamal Hossain, Barrister Amirul Islam,
Professor Rehman Sobhan, Professor Anisuzzaman, AK
Khondokar, Tofael Ahmed, Toufiq Imam, Towfig-e-Elahi
Chowdhury, Mahbubuddin Ahmed, Moyeedul Hassan,
Zohra Tajuddin and Simin Hossain Rimi among others,
have been interviewed in the film. Their matter-of-fact,
unsentimental accounts enable the film to provide an
authentic look at the most glorious period in the history of
Bangladesh.

Tajuddin Ahmed: The Unsung Hero is an insight to the
life and times of a visionary. Tanvir Mokammel said the
documentary is designed to be used as an authentic
document of the freedom movement of the people of
Bangladesh.

To observe the 25th death anniversary of Dr
Fazlur Rahman Khan, globally renowned
Bangladeshi architect; Channel i will air
Korunadharaye Esho, a discussion
programme featuring Khan's works.

Dr F R Khan was one of the leading archi-
tects of twentieth century. His contributions
and innovative approach to designing high
rises and attention to aesthetic have been
significant. For his contribution to the field he
received the highest international awards. To
honour the world-famous engineer, a chair
has been set-aside in Dr. F R Khan's name at
Lehigh University.

Hosted by Farzana Brownia the
programme will feature three discussants --
Dr Z R Khan, Professor J R Chowdhury and
Engineer F R Khan. The programme will be
aired at 6:00pm tonight.

The discussants with host in the programme

'Kushum Upakhyan': Exploitation and
abuse of women take centre stage

A scene from Kushum Upakhyan

Kushum Upakhyan (Kushum's Fable) is the second
episode of Kazi Rozy's Kushum sequel, through which
the playwright highlights oppression on women.

The aim of the second episode illustrates that women
were considered as 'only' the source of entertainment by
the Kings. While the protagonist of the first installment of
the sequel titled Kushum Bettanto is an everyday
woman in the contemporary society, the central charac-
ter 'Kushum' in the second episode dwells in a palace.
It's a saga of exploitation, manipulation and abuse of
women.

Setin animaginary kingdom called Shantipur, Rozy's

PHOTO: STAR

fable narrates how an ordinary woman named Kushum
becomes a princess and subsequently struggles to
maintain her dignity in the palace. She even has to prove
her 'purity' as per the demand of her in law -- the King --
when his subjects and other members of the royal family
question Kushum's character.

At one stage she is compelled to flee and goes to
another kingdom called Krishnapur. Only to receive
further abuse and exploitation from the King of
Krishnapur, who treats her just as a source of entertain-
ment.

Shattwik Natyasampradaya staged Kushum
Upakhyan on March 25 at the National Theatre
Stage as part of the ongoing National Theatre
Festival arranged by Bangladesh group Theatre
Federation in association with Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy.

Using the traditional narrative style -- Puthipath --
Kushum's tale is unfolded. Sitting at one corner of the
stage the narrator and his troupe introduce themes
and the actors perform sequences at the other part.
Sagir Mostafa's directorial composition is highly influ-
enced by stereotypical jatra. And in most cases the
required tension of the play has not been effectively
created. Design and directorial composition are not
properly juxtaposed.

Erfan Haium as the narrator and Shilpi as Meherjan
display spontaneity on the stage. Rest of the actors
need to develop their skills.

'Muchiram Gur' staged

On the same evening Kathak
Natyasampradaya from Chittagong
staged Muchiram Gur at the
Experimental Theatre Stage. Based
on Bankimchandra
Chattapadhyaya's story Muchiram
Gurer Jibon Chorit, Bikram
Chowdhury's 'comedy of manners'
titted Muchiram Gur is a social
satire.

Following the traits of 'comedy of
manners', the play focuses on the
behaviour and deportment of

Actors of Kathak Natyasampradaya

human beings living under a specific
social structure.

Set in colonial times, Muchira Gur
satires the tendency of some native
aristocrats acting as lackeys to the
Raaj. Inreturn of their services, these
elites received titles such as
Raybahadurfrom the Raaj. Referring
to the story, Bankim wrote in a jour-
nal: 'Characters of the story are
imaginary, yetuniversal'.

Bikram Chowdhury is the director
and designer of the play.

stage Muchiram Gur PHOTO: STAR

e
’/,\‘

TV GUIDE

National Theatre Festival '07

'Mukti' and 'Khanchar Bhitor
Achin Pakhi' staged

Ferdausi Majumder (R) with co-actor in Mukti

On March 24, Theatre (Baily Road) and Nagorik
Natyangan Ensemble staged Mukti and Khanchar
Bhitor Achin Pakhirespectively.

Mukti is an adaptation of American playwright Lee
Blessings' play Independence, by Mizarul Kayes.
Featuring the story of a mother and her three daughters,
Muktisatires the urban materialistic family structure.

In the play, a homesick daughter returns to her men-
tally imbalanced mother who lives with her other off-
spring -- an unwed mother and a prodigal daughter.

Unveiling the psyche of these four characters, the <
playwright shows the loosening bond between family 2
members living in urban areas. Directed byTroupa'a
Majumder Mukti was staged at the Experimental &
Theatre Stage.

At the National Theatre Stage, Nagorik Natyangan
Ensemble staged Khanchar Bhitor Achin Pakhi. Written
and directed by Jamaluddin Hossain, the play is a satire
on well-discussed issues in contemporary Bangladesh -
- abuse of religion and power to satisfy self-interest.

The play revolves around a beautiful young woman who
is confined to the four walls of her husband's home. The
husband, Maulana Abul Kalam, misuses religion for per-
sonal interest and practices polygyny, Khanchar Bhitor
Achin Pakhi addressed the evils in a male-dominated

§ society. As the sub-plot of the play, Jamaluddin has focused
& ontheanarchy of evil politicians.
5]
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A scene from Khanchar Bhitor Achin Pakhi
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