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'‘Declare Bhabodaho
a disaster area’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different shortand long-terminitiatives
should be takenimmediately to reduce
the plights of the people of water-
logged Bhabodaho area in southern
region of the country, said the speak-
ers ataseminaryesterday.

The seminar titled 'Reasons of
waterlogging in Southwestern region,
their solutions and the ways to protect
the water bodies of the region' was
organised by Nagorik Sanghati at the
National Press Clubin the city.

Nagorik Sanghati President Dr
ASM Atikur Rahman said a short-term
intervention by the army could play an
importantrolein this regard.

"Waterlogging at Bhabodaho area
is not new. Since 60s different steps
were taken to reduce the problem but
those steps did not bring any long-term
benefits, said water expert Dr Ainun
Nishat.

Criticising the Water Development

Board, the speakers said the local
influential people and musclemen had
been hindering the initiatives with the
nexus of the ministries concerned.

Life of the people living in this
region has become miserable for the
unplanned development initiatives,
they added.

The speakers suggested for Tidal
River Sediment Management (TRSM)
along with Tidal River Management
(TRM) so that the water bodies are
dredged and level of the lands is made
high.

They said Bhabodaho should be
declared a disaster area and block
allocation should be provided for the
people.

Besides, the Bhabodaho area
should be brought under the supervi-
sion of Navy as short-time step, they
suggested.

The speakers said as long-term
measures, technological perspectives
should be considered and coordinated

efforts by the army, local government
and central administration are
needed.

They also stressed the need for
community participation along with
strong monitoring mechanism.

Highlighting the plight of the water-
logged people, founder President of
Water Management Association
(WMA) Mohir Uddin Biswas in his
keynote paper recommended for
implementing long-term plan following
the regional studies.

He also called for Tidal River
Management, halting river grabbing,
unplanned fish cultivation and formu-
lation of awater usage policy.

Nagorik Sanghati Secretary
Sharifuzzaman Sharif, Prof Firoz
Ahmed of Buet, Hamidul Hossain
Tarek Bir Bikram and Shoyeb Siddiqui
of ActionAid also spoke on the occa-
sion.

PHOTO: STAR
Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (Buet) Prof AMM Safiullah speaks at the
inaugural ceremony of a two-day international seminar titled 'Architecture for the Economically Disadvantaged' at
the Buet Council Bhaban in the city yesterday. Sitting from right are Dr Nizamuddin Ahmed and Khalid Hasan.

Seminar on architecture for low-income
group begins at Buet

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Department of Architecture of
Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (Buet) for the first time
organised an international seminar to
discuss how the services of an archi-
tect can help the deprived section of
society.

The two-day international seminar
titled 'Architecture for the Economically
Disadvantaged' began at the Buet
Council Bhabanin the city yesterday.

Inaugurating the seminar, Buet Vice-
Chancellor (VC) Professor Dr AMM
Safiullah said, "We should focus on the
deprived section of society to provide

Cop suspended,
another closed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Police sus-
pended a sub-inspector (Sl) of
Pallabi Police Station and closed
another S| of Kafrul Police Station
on various charges yesterday.

Pallabi police said the authorities
suspended S| Syed Mahbub after
an investigation found out that he
sent two informants to a business-
man for extortion on March 21. But
the informants -- Matin and Sohrab -
- were caught red-handed by local
people.

S| Azizur Rahman of Kafrul
Police Station was closed to
Rajarbagh Police Lines on charge of
negligence of duty, police said.

Mathematical
model can save
Tk 288cr a year
in reduced
irrigation cost

BsS, Dhaka

At least Tk 288 crore can be saved per
year in reduced irrigation cost by using
appropriate mathematical water
management modelin the country.

This was revealed at a seminar at
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
(BRRI) in Gazipur on Thursday on
the occasion of the World Water Day.

BRRI and Institute of Water
Modeling (IWM) jointly organised the
seminar.

The seminar was told that 50
percent of water resources of the
country are wasted due to misman-
agement. There are 4.8 million
hectares of land under irrigation in the
country.

Mathematical water modeling
tools could be applied in at least half
of the total irrigated areas. The model
is being tested in different irrigation
projects at Thakurgaon, Rangpur,
Chandpur and Rajshahi.

Dr AFM Afzal Hossain and Sarder
M Shah Newaz of IWM presented
two research papers at the seminar.

Dr MA Salim, coordinator of
Higher Studies and Research, and
Dr MA Sattar, head of Irrigation and
Water Management Division of
BRRI, also spoke.

them with a better way to live in a conge-
nialenvironment."

"Throughout its history, architec-
ture, both as practice and education,
has largely been concerned with the
built environment of particularly urban
areas and practised essentially for the
benefit of the well-to-do class of soci-
ety," said Prof Nizamuddin Ahmed of
the Department of Architecture, Buet.

In his keynote speech, Dr Nizam
said, "In order to democratise architec-
ture, it is necessary for architects and
allied professionals to getinvolved with
the forgotten mainstream, so as to
provide them with improved lifestyle,
better houses, uplifted schools, safer
working conditions and hygienic
ambience".

He also proposed setting up

'Architectural Research Centre for
the Economically Disadvantaged at
Buet.

"When we think of architecture, we
generally immediately envision colos-
sal structures of steel and concrete,
rising up into the sky," said Khalid
Hasan, director, regularity and corpo-
rate affairs division, Grameenphone,
that sponsored the seminar.

"Seldom do we associate architec-
ture with those who can least afford the
luxury of planned dwellings," he
added.

Twenty-five papers will be pre-
sentedinthe seminarthatends today.
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No change in temperature

Met office said.

5:58am tomorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or squally
wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka, Chittagong, Barisal and
Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Khulna and Rajshahi
divisions in the next 12 hours till 6:00pm today.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the country,

Yesterday's highest temperature of 35.8 degree Celsius was
recorded at Ishwardi and the lowest of 18.9 degrees in Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:11pm today and rises at

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 33.4 22,6 78 60
Chittagong 30.5 215 75 85
Rajshahi 33.5 22.3 84 53
Khulna 34.2 24.0 80 56
Barisal 33.2 20.4 89 73
Sylhet 28.3 18.9 94 74
Cox's Bazar 30.6 22.4 87 85

Managing Director of Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS) Md Amirul
Islam hands over a cheque for Tk five lakh to President and Chief Executive
of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Kazi Rafiqul Alam at the Mission Bhaban at
Dhanmondi in the city recently. BSRS will donate another Tk five lakh for a
twin-bed cabin to be named after the Sangstha at Ahsania Mission Cancer
Hospital at Uttara.

Int'l Education
Exhibition
begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

International Education Exhibition-
2007 organised by SSBCL group
began at the Ball Room of Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

Malaysian High Commissioner
Dato Abdul Malek bin Abdul Aziz
inaugurated the two-day exhibition.

The exhibition will also remain
open today for all from 10:00am to
8:00pm.

Information regarding admission
and scholarships of 30 universities
from 18 countries are available at
the exhibition.

The participating universities are
University of North Alabama-USA,
University College of the Fraser
Valley-Canada, The Canadian
Education Centre Network-Canada,
Institute of Business & Technology
(IBAT)-Ireland, Fryderyk Skarbek
Graduate School of Business
Economics-Poland, CHN-
Netherlands, AEC-Australia, NZEC-
New Zealand, Charles Sturt
University-Australia, Ability
Academy, four-Spanish Universities
including University of Salamanca,
University of Malaga, University of
Santiago de Compostela and
University of La Rioja, Help
University-Malaysia, Eurasia
Institute-Germany, Woosong
University-South Korea, Tomsk
Polytechnic Institute-Russia and
University of Debrecen Medical
School-Hungary.

SNN Media and Eastern Bank
are partner and associate partner of
the exhibition respectively while The
Daily Star, daily Janakantha, ATN
Bangla and Radio Today are the
media partners.

The American Centre, Russian
Cultural Centre, Alliance Francaise
de Dacca and Democracywatch will
also present their activities at the
exhibition.

World TB Day
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World Tuberculosis (TB) Day will be
observed in the country today as
elsewhere across the globe.

The theme of the Day this year is
‘TBisanywhere is TB everywhere'.

On the occasion, the National
Tuberculosis Control Programme
(NTP), World Health Organisation
(WHO), Brac and other organisations
have chalked out elaborate
programmes, including rally, discus-
sion, video show, folk musical
programme, mass drama and work-
shop to mark the day.

NTP Programme Manager Dr
Vigarunnisa Begum announced the
programmes at a press conference
at Dhaka Reporters' Unity (DRU)
yesterday.

Speaking on the occasion, she
said it is essential to eliminate TB,
which is a preventable and curable
disease.

The number of TB patients would
be reduced to half by 2015 and would
be made one in amillion by 2050, she
hoped.

The speakers also stressed the
need for community participation to
eliminate the disease from society.

Urging them to run a comprehen-
sive social movement with the partici-
pation of all, they also said elimina-
tion of the disease through medicine
is not enough, rather everyone
should come forward to help elimi-
nate the disease.

The speakers also called on all to
stop smoking to help eliminate TB.

On the occasion, a rally will be
brought out from National Museum
towards National Press Club at
7:00am and a seminar titled 'TB
control and social participation' will be
held at Brac Centre Inn auditorium at
3:00pm.

Director General of Health
Directorate Dr Shahjahan Biswas,
AP Bureau Chief Farid Hossain and
Sara Zaker will be present at the
seminar.

Inter-school
debate begins

Bss, Dhaka

A two-day "HSBC-Multifabs-
Gregorian Association Inter-School
Debate Competition-2007" began at
the St Gregory's High School in the
city yesterday.

Chief Editor and Managing
Director of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) Zaglul Ahmed
Chowdhury as the chief guest
inaugurated the competition with
the participation of young debaters,
teachers and guardians.

Gregorian Debating Club organ-
ised the competition to help flourish
latent talents of the school level
young debaters.

Zaglulin his speech said one has
to strive in order to reach the peak of
excellence in this branch of art.

President of Jatiya Press Club
Shaukat Mahmood attended the
function as special guest.

Adviser for Foreign Affairs Dr
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury will give
away awards to the wining team
today.

Headmaster and Secretary of
the school Brother Robi Purification
CSC and Vice-Chairman of the
managing committee AKM Shamsul
Azam also spoke on the occasion.
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Students visit a stall of a foreign institute to get information regarding admission and scholarships at the opening
day of International Education Exhibition-2007 organised by SSBCL group at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

Prices of essentials ease in
city market

BSS, Dhaka

Prices of essentials eased in the city
markets this week with fall in prices of
rice, onion, green chilies and other
essentials including most vegetable
and fish remained steady.

Adequate supply of essential
commodities in the city markets and
open market sale (OMS) of essentials
have contributed in easing the prices,
which is expected to normalise the
price situation further, traders told
BSS.

In the city's wholesale markets,
najir shail rice (better quality) was sold
at Tk 24.50 to Tk 24.75 per kg this
week. The price of miniket (better
quality) was between Tk 25.00 and Tk
26.25 per kg this week. Coarse rice
was sold at Tk 18.00 per kg this week.

The price of local onion was
between Tk 12 and Tk 15 per kg in the
wholesale markets this week, while in
the retail markets it was between Tk 20
and Tk 26 per kg this week.

The price of green chilli fell to Tk 14
to Tk 16 per kg in the wholesale mar-
kets this week against Tk 18 to Tk 20
per kg last week, while in the retail
markets it fell to Tk 38 to Tk 40 per kg
this week against Tk 48 to Tk 50 per kg
lastweek.

The price of garlic was between Tk
30 and Tk 35 per kg in the wholesale
market this week. The price of the
same was between Tk 45 and Tk 50

BBC Sanglap
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Senior politicians from two major
parties-Awami League and BNP-
and civil society leaders will answer
questions on current issues raised
by the audience at the BBC
Bangladesh Sanglap today.

The 23rd edition of the
Bangladesh Sanglap, jointly organ-
ised by BBC World Service Trust
and BBC Bangla Service, will be
held at the media centre of
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre in the city at
5:45pm.

Standing Committee Member of
the BNP and former law minister
Moudud Ahmed and Awami League
Presidium Member Matia
Chowdhury will feature the panel
among others.

The Sanglap will be aired on
BBC Bangali radio at 7:30pm tomor-
row and on Channel i at 8:00pm on
Monday.

NU teacher
killed in road
accident

BssS, Dhaka

Dr Sunith Barua, assistant profes-
sor at the Department of Pali of
National University (NU), was killed
in a road accident at Sitakunda on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway on
Thursday night at the age of 53.

Vice-Chancellor of National
University Dr Wakil Ahmed, Pro-
Vice Chancellor Prof Jamil Uddin
Ahmed and members of NU
Teachers' Association expressed
deep shock at the death of Dr
Sunith.

Death anniversary

Today is the first
death anniver-
sary of Afsari
Rahman, a
noted singer
and the wife of
former ambas-
sador Shamsur
7| Rahman, says a
pressrelease.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at her residence at
Batayan-2, 500/A, Road No. # 8,
Dhanmondi after Asr prayers.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers are requested to attend the
milad and pray for the salvation of
the departed soul.

per kg in the retail markets this week
against Tk 50 and Tk 55 per kg last
week.

The price of gingerfellto Tk 18 to Tk
20 per kg in the wholesale markets
against Tk 26 and Tk 28 per kg last
week and between Tk 36 and Tk 40
per kg in the retail markets against Tk
46 and Tk 50 per kg last week.

Price of potato remained
unchanged at Tk 12 to Tk 13 per kg in
the wholesale markets while in the
retail markets it was between Tk 15
and Tk 16 per kg this week. At the
wholesale markets, papaya was sold
at Tk 4 to Tk 5 per kg while in the retail
markets it was sold at Tk 10 to Tk 12
perkgthisweek.

Price of better quality brinjal was Tk
12 to Tk 14 per kg at the wholesale
market this week while at the retail
markets price for the same was Tk 32
to Tk 36 perkg.

At other retail markets in the city,
price of moshur pulse (imported) fell to
Tk 55 per kg this week against Tk 65
per kg last week, moshur (local) Tk 68

per kg, moog pulse at Tk 70 per kg and
khesari Tk 28 per kg. At retail markets,
sugar price remained unchanged at Tk
3410 Tk 35 perkg thisweek.

The price of soyabean also
remained almost unchanged between
Tk 55 and Tk 60 per kg this week, while
palm oil price at Tk 45 per kg and
mustard oil at Tk 70 per kg this week.

Hilsa fish (big size) was sold at Tk
375 to Tk 380 per piece in the retail
markets this week, while medium
sized one was sold at Tk 150 to Tk 200
per piece this week. Big size Ruhi
(local) was Tk 180 to Tak 220 per kg
this week, medium sized Tk 150 to Tk
160 perkg.

The price of large size shrimp
remained unchanged between Tk 560
and 600 per kg in the retail markets this
week, and between Tk 300 and Tk 360
per kg forthe medium sized one.
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PHOTO: STAR
Khabir Uddin Khan speaks at the 5th Reunion 2007 of The Accounting
Alumni of Dhaka University (DU) at Teacher-Student Centre on DU campus
yesterday.

Seminar

Bangladesh Society for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology organises a seminar
on 'The role of biochemistry in the
pharmaceutical industries'. Venue:
Department of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, Dhaka University.
Time: 10:30am.

Speech

Former governor of Bangladesh Bank Dr
Mohammad Farashuddin will deliver a
speech on 'Expectations and
achievements of the War of Liberation:
Education'. Venue: Liberation War
Museum. Time: 5:00pm.

Roundtable

Saptahik2000 organises a roundtable
tittled 'Public interest and the coal policy of
Bangladesh'. Venue: Conference Room,
The Daily Star. Time: 10:00am.

Seminar

Refugee and Migratory Movements
Research Unit of the University of Dhaka
organises a seminar on ‘Accessing rights
as citizens: The camp dwelling Urdu
speaking community'. Venue: Brac
Centre. Time: 10:00am.

Seminar

DU '67 Club organises a seminar titled
'Improving the standard of education of
the public universities: Dhaka University'.
Venue: Abacus Convention Centre.
Time: 10:00am.

Roundtable

Bari Literary Society organises a
roundtable titled 'The past, present and
future of the little magazines'. Venue:
German Cultural Centre. Time: 3:00pm.

Seminar

Gender in Media Forum in association
with Action Aid Bangladesh will organise
a seminar titled 'Gender, rights and
media'. Venue: Chhayanaut Sanskritik
Bhaban. Time: 10:00am.
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Discussion

Bangladesh Federation of University
Women will hold a discussion on the
status of women on the occasion of the
International Women's Day. Venue:
University Women's Federation College
auditorium. Time: 10:30am.

Raising Day

International Medical College and
Hospital will celebrate its 'Raising Day'.
Venue: College premises. Time:
10:30am.

Award giving
ceremony

The award giving ceremony of Aktel
International Inter University
Photography Exhibition 2007 will be held.
Venue: Shilpakala Academy. Time:
11:30am.

Roundtable

Jatiya Grantha Kendra organises a
roundtable in participation of the authors
and publishers. Venue: Meeting Room,
National Museum. Time: 4:00pm.

Launching

ceremony

Centre for Policy Dialogue organises the
launching ceremony of 'Collected Works
of Rehman Sobhan'. Venue: Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 3:30pm.

Seminar

Aseminar titled 'Tuberculosis control and
social participation' will be held on the
occasion of the World Tuberculosis (TB)
Day. Venue: Brac Centre Inn auditorium.
Time: 3:30pm.

Rotary Dhaka

Central

The regular meeting of Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central will be held. Venue: Dhaka
Club. Time: 1:30pm.

Saarc peoples'
summit begins
in Nepal

UNB, Kathmandu

Thousands of people gathered at the
launching of a three-day Saarc peoples'
summittitled 'Imagine a New SouthAsia!'
thatgotunderway inthe Nepalese capital
of Kathmandu yesterday.

Subhash Nemwang, speaker of
Legislative Parliament of Nepal, inaugu-
rated the summit at Rastrya Shabha
Griha.

More than 200 prominent personali-
ties representing social movements,
trade unions, peasant organisations,
youth and women as well as members of
parliament from all the Saarc countries,
including Afghanistan, attended the
programme, which is the first part of a
seriestobeginin SouthAsian countries.

The 'Imagine A New South Asia!'
Initiative, hosted by the NGO Federation
Nepal along with 40 partner organisa-
tions, is conceived as a broad-based
citizens' initiative to advance a shared
sense of South Asian vision promoting
increasing policy convergence on key
issues, regional cooperation, joint initia-
tive at the govemment as well as civil
societylevel.

Dr Arjun Karki, the president of NGO
Federation Nepal, said: "The initiative
seeks to promote the vision of a peaceful,
prosperous, just and democratic South
Asia."

He said the South Asians wantto see
democracy, peace, religious co-
existence, end of wars and conflicts by
building people's solidarity inthe region.

Planned as a broad-based process,
working with existing networks, alliances
and South Asia-wide campaigns, the
initiative aims to bring an end to increas-
ing inequality, identity politics, social and
political conflicts, fragmentation, mistrust
andtendencytoundermine eachother.

On the first day of the summit, docu-
mentaries were shown on South Asian
countries and then the delegates from
across the region discussed in groups
that were formed based on their interests
andrespective constitutions.

The delegates will participate in
thematic group sessions, discussing their
issues and concemns, on the second day
today.

On the third and last day, they will
participate in sessions on armed
conflicts and their resolution as well as
a shared vision for the whole South
Asian region. The concluding day
would also mark the joint declara-
tion made by the South Asian dele-
gates.

No restriction on
NGO meetings,
rallies

The Ministry of Law in a letter to the
chair of the Federation of NGOs in
Bangladesh (FNB) has said there is
no legal restriction on non-political
meetings and rallies organised by
the NGOs in conducting their nor-
mal activities, says a press release.

The letter was sent on March 20
a day after the FNB representatives
led by its Chair Dr Muhammad
Ibrahim met Law Adviser Barrister
Moinul Hosein and raised the issue
of the recent ban on all political
activities, meetings and rallies,
which has been affecting non-
political development programmes
ofthe NGOs.

Global warming
may be bad

for asthma
sufferers

REUTERS, Oslo

Global warming may be bad for
asthma sufferers because of longer
plant growing seasons and signs
that weeds scattering vast amounts
of pollen are conquering new terri-
tory, experts say.

But higher temperatures might
bring benefits for some sufferers
because house mites and viruses
that thrive in winter in centrally
heated homes will not flourish if
people do not need to use their heat
systems.

By Spring, pollen has been in the
air for months in the northern hemi-
sphere even in countries where
snows bring a winter respite from
coughing and wheezing for
allergics.

In south Sweden, for instance,
hazel trees have been flowering
since December.

"In the United States the inci-
dence of asthma is up nearly four
times since 1980," said Paul
Epstein, Associate Director of the
Center for Health and the Global
Environment at Harvard Medical
School.

"No one has really been looking
at the aerobiology dimension (such
as pollen). But | think it helps
account for it," he said. Other trig-
gers range from mites and dust to
viruses and food.

And any warming may make
things worse, he told Reuters.

A draft UN climate report due for
release on April 6 says that plant
growing seasons have become
longer because of a warming trend
blamed on human burning of fossil
fuels.
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