Monju quits
politics

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seasoned politician and Chairman
of a faction of Jatiya Party (JP)
Anwar Hossain Monju announced
his retirement from politics yester-
day.

The announcement, sudden-
ness of which surprised the politi-
cal arena, came amid a widespread
rumour that a few senior political
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Judiciary not above
criticism, says HC

Turns down petition seeking contempt
charge against a newspaper

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

AHigh Court (HC) bench yesterday
rejected a petition secking con-
tempt rule against a Bangla daily,
saying the judiciary is not above
criticism and should not be too
sensitive either.

It also observed that democratic
and constitutional institutions
cannol flourish without freedom of
press.

Responding to the petition for
contempt proceedings against the
Daily Manabzamin, the court said
it would not issue any suo moto

(contempt) rule. The press is free
and the HC does not intend to
interfere.

The Bangla tabloid in a report
on Wednesday questioned qualifi
cations and integrity of judges and
accused them of political leanings.

Barrister Masud Reza Sobhan
on behalf of Advocate Tasadduk
Hasan filed the petition on
Wednesday and the hearing took
placeyesterday.

The bench comprising Justice
ABM Khairul Haque and Justice
Syed Muhammad Ziaul Karim said
the judges should rather exercise

more caution following newspaper
reports questioning their honesty
and efficiency. They should act to
rid 1hemse!ves of their shortcom-
ingsifthereisany

The repart does not scem to
have harmed the reputation of the
judiciary,itadded.

Referring to Justice Haque, one
of the judges sitting on the bench
yesterday, the counsel for the
petitioner said his name too has
beenmentioned. Inreply, the judge
said, "sowhat?"

The HC bench observed that

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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ACC files cases
‘against Wadud

Bhuiyan, Lotus
Kamal, Pankaj

STAR REPORT

The Anti-corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday filed graft cases
against former BNP lawmaker
Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan, former
Awami League lawmaKer Mostafa
Kamal alias Lotus Kamal and
Awami Swechchhasebak League
General Secretary Pankaj Debnath.

ACC Deputy Director Nurul
Alam lodged a case yesterday with
Khagrachhari Police Station accus-
ing Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan of ille-
gally amassing wealth worth
around Tk6.15 crore.

In the case, the ACC official
mentioned that Wadud provided
false information in his wealth
stalement submitied to the com-
mission on February 25.

Nurul Alam, also the investiga-
tion officer (10} of the case, in the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

14TH SAARC SUMMIT
US, EU, China,
Japan, ROK

to attend as
observers

DirLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

China, Japan, South Korea, the
United States and the European
Union will attend the 14th summit
of the South Asian Association for
Reglonal Cooperation (Saarc) in
Indian capital New Delhi on April
3-4 asobsgrvers.
For th¥ first tile since the cre-

me=sation of Saarc, observers are going to

attend a summit, where Afghanistan
will also formally join as the 8th
memberoftheregional grouping.
The 13th Saarc summitin Dhaka
approved the new membership to
Afghanistan and observer status to
China, Japan, South Korea, the USA
and the EUL.
Afghanistan has been partici-
pating in all regional meetings
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3
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The capital experiences a sudden spell of pre-season shower yesterday evening, The photo was taken at the

Sonargaon Hotel intersection.
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ACC to fix plan soon
on confiscating assets

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) will fix a work plan within
two to three days for confiscating
assets of corruption suspects.

The work plan includes setting
the procedures for seizing assets,
arranging places to keep the assets,
and deciding which authorities will
help the ACC carry out these
actions, ACC Commissioner Abul
Hasan Manzoor Mannan said at a
press briefing yesterday.

The government promulgated

. an amendment to the Emergency
Powers Rules 2007 on Wednesday,
giving the ACC sweeping powers to
seize moveable and immovable

assets of corruption suspects
without the permission of the
government or officials appointed
by the government.

The amendment now also
allows the ACC to pursue seizure of
the assets of 12 of the 50 corruption
suspects who failed to submit their
wealth statements within sched-
uled time. The ACC is also prepar-
ing tofile cases against them for the
failure.

The 12 persons are Harris
Chowdhury, political secretary to
former prime minister Khaleda Zia,
Giasuddin Al-Mamun, business
partner of Khaleda's son Tarique
Rahman, former Awami Leaguc

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

6 JMB militants walk
gallows Apr 13-19

IGP apprehends sporadic attacks

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK and
SHARIFUL ISLAM

Six condemned Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (IMB)
militants including its supremo
Abdur Rahman and his second-in-
command Siddiqul Islam alias
Bangla Bhai will be executed
betweenApril 13 and 19.

The jail authorities yesterday
received a copy of the president’s
rejection of the militants' mercy
petitions and as per the jail code
the execution will take place
between 21st and 28th days from
the date of receipt of the presi-

dent's decision.

Inspector General of Police
Noor Mohammad told The Daily
Star last night that they are appre-
hending sporadic attacks by the
militants as the day for the mili-
tants' execution nears.

Since the president’s rejection
of the militant convicis’ mercy
petition on March 5, police, Rab
and intelligence agencies have
taken adequate measures lo pre-
venl any attempted retaliation by
the militants’ followers, he added.

Meanwhile, the jail authorities
have beefed up security in and

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1
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EC to talk with
political parties
next month

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) will
have dialogues with political par-
ties next month seeking their opin-
ion on eclectoral reforms, said the
sccretary to the EC Secretariat
vesterday.

"The clection commission will
hold discussion with all stake-
holders including political parties
some tme in April," Humayun
Kabir, secretary to the EC
Secretariat, said in a press briefing.

Asked whether the EC would be
having difficulties 1o hold dia-
logues with political parties amid
the ongoing embargo on politics,
the secretary said if the embargo
creates any obstacle to holding the
discussion, then itwill be delayed.

Replying to a query, the seere-
tary said the ECwill decide who will

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Rejoinder,
our reply

The Orion Group in a rejoinder
differed with The Daily Star news
headlined "Meteoric rise of Orion
on Hawa clout” published on
March 14.

The rejoinder signed by the
group's Vice-president of Human
Resources and Administration
Masudul Islam refuted the report’s
allegation that Orion Group
bagged various tenders for build-
ing car parking facility, flyover
project, power project, large scale
hospitality scheme, construction
of parking facility at Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel, extension project
of Sonargaon Hotel and cargo
scanning facility at the Zia
International Airport through
political influence.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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Then why not apply
through PASS
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Shopping Complex)
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Factory owners asked to
set up waste treatment
plant by six months

UNB, Dhaka .

As apparel factories without waste-

treatment plants pollute environs, _

Adviser CS Karim yesterday -said
the government won't allow sup-
plying fashion garments to the
western consumers at the cost of
food and clothing of its own peo-
ple.

He asked the factory owners to
set up effluent-treatment plant
(ETP) within six months to neutral-
ise the industrial wastes that affect
theenvironment and peoplealot.

The agricultur¢ and environ-
ment adviser expressed govern-
ment's view during his meeting
with garment factory owners at his
secrelariat office on the issue of
installing ETP at their industrial
units, Industries

Adviser Geeteara Safiya
Chowdhury and Environment
Secretary Nurul Amin were pres-
ent,

"T am not in favour of supply of
garments to the famous Hilfiger
and Dockers that force my people
toremain naked,” hesaid.

The adviser made the remark as
wastes from factories reportedly
pollute local environment and
riverwaters.

He asked the factory owners to
set up ETP within six months to
neutralise the industrial wastes
that affect the environment and
peoplealot,

"Why are you so greedy? If the
ETP seems to be too much costly
for you and you cannot afford the
cast, then leave the business. You
don't have any right to pollute (he
environment and force the people
of this country to remain in the
hazardous situation,” Karim told
his audience from the country's
highest export-earning sector.

When the factory owncers
pointed out that they did it mistak-
enly, he said, "This mistake was
done deliberately. 1 will not offer
fashionable garments to others
that cause the destruction of our
environment and lives of our peo-
ple.”
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UNB, Dhaka, ..,

Avian Influenza virus has been
detected in a poultry farm at
Savar on the outskirts of the
capital, advisers told a special
meeting of the council of advisers
yesterday.

According to an official hand-
out, Adviser for Health and
Family Welfare Major General
(retd) ASM Matiur Rahman and
Adviser for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Livestock CS Karim informed
themeeting that "Avian Influenza
virus has been detected in a
poultry farmin Savarrecently”.

Bird flu detected in
Savar poultry farm

Council meeting told

Samples were sent on an
urgent basis to Bangladesh
Livestock Research Institute and
also to the National Institute of
Animal Health in Bangkok for
confirmation.

"The results showed the exis-
tence of influenza virus of the
H5NI variety," the meeting was
furtherinformed.

However, poultry birds
infected with H5N1 variety have
not been detected anywhere else
in the country other than Savar
arca.

Chaired by Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed, the meeting

#

held at his office was apprised
that the government has initiated
a number of "preemptive and
proactive actions to eliminate
any possibility of its further
proliferation to other places".

The measures include: a)
Destruction of poultry birds in
the infected areas; b) Restricting
the movement of poultry birds
within 10-kilometre radius of the
affected area;

c) Preventive measures
including chemo-profiling of
those handling poultry birds;

d) Doctors have already been

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Financial Intelligence Unit
formedwith US assistance

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

A Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU)
has been formed with technical
assistance from the US to combat
financial crimes and retrieve assets
and money kept overseas by graft
suspects.

Established within the frame-
work of the amended Money
Laundering Prevention Ordinance,
2007, theunitwill operate as part of
the Bangladesh Bank's (BR) Anti-
Money Laundering Department
(AMLD).

The United States government
has already provided the depart-
ment with software essential to
analyse and detect financial
crimes.

Besides, it will send a consultant
next month to train officials of the
FIU that will consist of personnel
from AMLD, the Attorney General's

Office and the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID).

A BB source said the unit would
collect and analyse information
from home and abroad and if
necessary, would share those with
authoritics concerned.

Another governmen! source
said many of the big names
rounded up recently for alleged
corruption maintain accounts with
offshore banks.

Currently, the government
high-ups are discussing how'to use
the FIU to recover the huge sums
believed to have been siphoned off
the country.

Though set up in 2003 in line
with the anti-money laundering
law enacted the previous year, the
AMLD has yet to unearth any big
money laundering offences while
some minor cases too stand unre-
solved.

Last Monday, the caretaker
government approved in principle
a proposed amendment to the
Money Laundering Prevention
Ordinance, 2007,

The amendment empowers the
central bank to sign memoran-
dums of understanding or mutual
pacts with the other countries with
regard to financial crime investiga-
tion.

Besides, the BB would face no
legal bar 1o exchanging informa-
tion or expertise with FIUs of the
other countries.

Sources said the US has been
pressing Bangladesh to strengthen
its anti-money laundering mea-
suressince 9/11in 2001,

During the tenure of the BNP-
led coalition government, US
government officials held talks
with (he central bank, and the
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Agencies may probe
Tarique's alleged link
with Daud Ibrahlm

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Intelligence agencies may investi-
gate alleged links between arrested
Senior Joint Secretary General of
BNP Tarique Rahman and Dubai-

based Indian underworld don

Daud Ibrahim.

Communications Adviser MA
Matin made this comment to
reporters yesterday when he was
asked about aKolkata-based news-
paper report that quoted Indian
intelligence agency officials as
saying Tarique had close links with
ibrahim as well as theal-Qaeda.

"I saw this in newspapers but
thisisjusta bit ofinformation. Now
it is the duty of the intelligence
agencies to investigate the matter
and find out the evidence,” he said.
The government will have to check
the veracity of the report's claims,
headded.

"Tarique will be charged and
legal action will be taken against
him if the allegation is proved
true,” said Matin, also chairman of
the National Coordination
Committee to prevent grievous
crimes.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Murder case
filed against
Dulu ,
SQ Chydenied bail

AGENCIES, Ctg and Natore

A murder case was filed against
former deputy minister for land
and BNP leader Ruhul Quddus
Talukder Dulu with a court at
Natore yesterday.

One Maznur Rahman filed the
case with the cognizance court,
accusing Dulu and 12 others of
killing his brother on March 14,
2004, reports BSS.

In the case, Maznur alleged that
his brother Saiful was murdered by
Dulu's men, as he did not join the
outlawed JMB as asked by the
former deputy minister.

UNB adds: A court in
Chittagong yesterday rejected the
bail petition of Salahuddin Quader
Chuwdhury. adviser to former
prime minister Khalcda Zia, in an
extortion case.

Judge ANM Bashirullah of the
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