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Independence
Day Celebration

Organiser: Liberation War Museum
Venue: Liberation War Museum
March 22 5:00pm

Speeches by Julian Francis and Dr.
Shanghamitra Desai on
experiences at the refugee camps
during 1971

Song: Shaheen Samad

Dance: Nrityanandan

March 23  5:00pm

Dr. Akbar Ali Khan on Good
Governance: Expectations and
Achievements from Liberation War
Readings from collected witness
accounts of Liberation War
Brotochari dance and song
Performance by students
Documentary

March 24 5:00pm

Dr. Mohammed Farashuddin on
Education: Expectations and
Achievements from Liberation War
Readings from collected witness
accounts of Liberation War
Performance by students

Recitation by Shrot Abriti Sangsad
March 25 6:30pm

Solo recitation: Asaduzzaman Noor,
Bhaswar Banerjee, Jhorna Sarkar,
Shahidul Islam

Musical soiree by Rabindra Sangeet
Shilpi Shangstha

March 26 9:30am

Performance by children

March 27 7:00pm

Jatrapala: Borgi Elo Deshe by Desh
Opera

March 28 7:00pm

Street theatre

Art Camp

Venue: National Museum premises
Date: March 26

Time: 3:00pm

National Theatre

Festival

Organiser. Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation in association
with Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Time: 7pm

At National Theatre Stage
March 22

Uttoradhikar:

Shampannaiya

March 23

Biborton Jessor: Koiborto Gatha
March 24

Nagorik Natyangan Ensemble:
Khanchar

Bhitor Achin Pakhi

Experimental Theatre Hall
March 22

Kheyali Group Theatre
Montong Kothon

March 23

Nagorik Natya Shomproday
Chhayanaut

March 24

Theatre (Baily Road)

Mukti

The schedule is subject to change

Remembering Abdul Latif

Music and discussion by Bangladesh
Loko Sangeet Parishad

MAINUL HASSAN

ANGLADESH Loko

Sangeet Parishad (BLSP)

organised a discussion and
folk evening in memory of revered
folk singer, lyricist and music
composer Abdul Latif recently. The
event took place at the Bishwa
Shahitya Kendra auditorium.

Titled Bhashar Gaan O
Swadhinotar Gaan, the programme
featured an insight in the life of the
folk maestro as the invited guests
shared memories of Abdul Latif.

The programme was divided in
three sessions.

The event opened with a group
song Emon shilpi kobi dorodi aar
kotha gele pai, jemon chhilo moder
priyo Abdul Latif bhai -- written by
Indra Mohon Rajbongshi.

A discussion followed. Veteran
cultural personality Kamal Lohani,
Ashfaque ur Rahman Khan (of
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra),
Nawazish Ali Khan (senior vice
president of ATN Bangla) and Indra
Mohon Rajbongshi (noted folk artist
and president of BLSP) spoke at the
programme presided over by
Akramul Islam (senior vice
president of BLSP).

Abdul Latif breathed his last on
February 26, 2005. He was born in
1927 at a small village in Raipasha,
about four miles from the Barisal
town. After his primary education,
he moved to Kolkata. In early 1948,
he came back to Dhaka and started
working for Radio Pakistan as a staff
artiste. It was during this period
when Abdul Latif started writing
songs. His first written song, Shymal
baran meyeti -- featured in Zahir
Raihan's much acclaimed film
Kancher Deyal -- became very
popular for its simplicity and
addictive melody.

His musical talent flourished
during the '50s and '60s, an era that
saw the rise of Bengali nationalism.

Abdul Latif

He simultaneously performed, wrote
and composed folk songs and gano
sangeet (songs of the masses). He
wrote over 1500 songs, some of
which attained the status of classics.

Abdul Latifs name is especially
linked with the Language Movement
of 1952. He set tune to Abdul Gaffar
Chowdhury's Amar bhai-er roktey
rangano Ekushey February in 1953.
However, later the song adopted Altaf
Mahmud's tune. Abdul Latif's songs
like Ora amar mukher kotha kaira nitey
chaye, Daam diye kinechhi Bangla,
Shona shona shona lokey boley
shona and many more, generated
immense inspiration to the nation at
different times, especially during the
Liberation War.

His publications include Duare
Aishachhe Palki from Bangladesh
Folklore Parishad, Bhashar Gaan,
Desher Gaan from Bangla Academy
and Dilrobab from Islamic
Foundation.

Latif received highest national
awards -- Ekushey Padak (in 1979)
and Swadhinota Padak (in 2002).

After the discussion artistes of
BLSP rendered folk songs. A total of
21 songs were performed
throughout the evening.

Ethnic poetry festival

in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rafstant

Adivasi Kabya Shilpa Niketon
observed the 4th Ethnic Poetry
Festival amid enthusiasm at
Barshapara Adibashi Gana
Pathshala premises recently.

Dancer Bazlur Rahman Badal
inaugurated the festival and an
elderly representative of the
community, Jatha Tudu presided
overthe inaugural session.

Litterateur Fazlul Haq, architect
Raziuddin Ahmad, artist Ashfaqul
Asekin, Lokas Sawria and Sukhen
Mukhopadhaya attended the
function.

Jatiya Adibashi

Parishad

secretary Rabindranath Saren
informed that the festival has been
organised for the last four years to

celebrate and uphold the neglected
ancient literature, culture and,
above all, languages of adivasis.

Professor Habibullah, Rubina
Anis, Selina Zaman, Husne Ara
Chobi, Shamim Hossain John
Kisku, Sarmina Tudu, Bharati
Murmu, Shanti Hembrom and
others recited poems in both
Bengaliand adivasilanguages.

Poet John Kisku unveiled
Barendra Prantore Basanta, a
book on adivasi poetry written by
Shamim Hossain. Nebadya
Sangeet Bidyalaya students
performed songs while Adivasi
Nritya Dal performed dances at the
festival. Samakal Natya Chakra of
Rajshahi University staged a
drama titled Santal in the daylong
programme.
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Adivasi Nritya Dal perform dance at the festival

Dwelling on space and emptiness
Works by Wakilur Rahman

FAYzA HAQ

Artworks by Wakilur Rahman

worked over. Thus the works have both old and

Wakilur Rahman, a visiting artist from Berlin, talks
about his ongoing exhibit at Shilpangan: "This is a
perception of space, emptiness, silence, motion-
lessness, meditation, flatness and minimalism in
the context of Eastern philosophy. If we look at
the simplicity taught in Buddhism and by Bauls,
they emphasise on sacrifices. In Islam's Sufism
we see this too. In the life of Bengalis there is a
traditional mark of simplicity. As a painter | feel
that work should be simple butdeep."

Most of the works in Rearrangement, his
exhibition, Wakil brings in pieces that he has

attitude is to reduce."

This time the images, as compared to last year's
work, are more reduced and might just bringin aline
from the alphabet. Will the viewer understand this?

new elements. He has left out many forms and
colours. Many of the works were monotypes over
which he has painted. Others are acrylics. "Rea-
son behind the crisis in the modern world is, we
consume thoughtlessly in context of our environ-
ment. In order to survive in this world we must
move towards simplicity. Thus my works have
simple lines, forms and space. In my earlier
works | used a lot of forms and lines. Now my

Wakil believes that those viewers who come to see
his work will realise that the work makes no direct
socio-political comment. He deals basically with
space and colours. As an abstract painter his mes-
sage tothe world is "simplify".

There are chronological causes for Wakil's
works to be abstract. He used to do a lot of figura-
tive work before with socio-political comments.
Now he deals with the emptiness in life. In western
painting there is a lot of preoccupation with the
suffering Christ. The calm and quiet presentation of
Buddha, in the east, is more serene. He has stud-
iedin China, which has 3000 years of abstraction in
the history of its calligraphy, and this has a lot of
influence in his work.

Wakil's works have been displayed in
Germany, France, Norway, Greece, Bulgaria,
Japan and Cuba. He has had 14 solo exhibitions
so far. He has four awards to his credit.
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Faridpur Theatre stage Matial

Matial opens with actors carrying
wicker baskets and spades entering
the stage. Subsequently, an actor
(Asma-Ul-Husna) begins narrating
acompilation of stories on the Matial
(earth cutter) community who have
made a remarkable contribution to

development, specifically urbanisa-
tion.

Directors M Ahmed Nizam and
Shah Amir have used the narra-
tive technique in Matial. The nar-
rator begins the story reminding
the audience that Matials had to
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toil initially to make foundation for
the high rises in cities. Later she
narrates fragmented stories of
oppression of the Matials.
Throughout the narration, other
actors on the stage, using the
body movements and scarves cre-
ate required ambience and enact
several characters.

As the narrator, Husna's perfor-
mance deserves plaudits. Besides
narrating, she enacts some other
characters. Rest of the actors are
alsoimpressive.

Amirul Islam Rumi's
ethnographic script is a chrono-
logical history of oppression of the
Matials. Diverse lifestyle of the
community has also been pre-
sented; something that is hardly
known to us.

As part of the ongoing National
Theatre Festival, arranged by
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation in association with
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
Faridpur Theatre staged Matial on
March 20 at the Experimental
Theatre Stage.

On the same evening Cox's Bazar
Theatre staged Neel Samudrer
Jhar, a translation of William
Shakespeare's popular play The
Tempest at the National Theatre
Stage.

Shakespeare's play features the
story of showing mercy by
Prospero, a former duke of Milan, to
his former enemies, who 12 years
ago deposed him in a political coup.
Subsequently he with his daughter
Miranda were put to sea in a small
boat, which led them to an island
inhabited by spirits and shadows.

The play ends with poetic justice.
Ruler of Italy, King Alonso restores
the dukedom to Prospero, and the
marriage of Ferdinand and Miranda
redresses the past and offers a
brighter future. Prospero gives Ariel
the island spirit who serves him.

Swapan Bhattacharya is the
director and designer of the play.

By ERSHAD KAMOL
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A scene from the play

Int'l Day for Children's Theatre celebrated

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Peoples Theatre Association organ-
ised an array of programmes to
mark the International Day for
Children's Theatre on March 20 at
Rabindra Sarobar.

Liaquat Ali Lucky, secretary
general of Peoples Theatre
Association, inaugurated the
programme. Hundreds of children's
theatre activists, organisers, and
patrons gathered on the day.

The programme also included a
cultural show by theatre groups.
The show included circus, dance,
mime and performance of scenes
from plays. Peoples Little Theatre,
Tokai Natyadol, Kishore Theatre,
Dhaka Kishor Natyangon, Angon
Little Theatre, Tongi Shishu
Theatre, Bandhumahal Shilpi
Gosthi, Nandan Shishu Natyadol
and several other groups partici-
pated atthe event.
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Child artistes perform circus at the event

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
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4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.
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7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION
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