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Window to the world

Aktel International Inter University Photography Exhibition ‘07

AHSAN HABIB

I HE ongoing exhibition at National Art Gallery,

Shilpakala Academy, titled “Aktel International Inter

University Photography Exhibition 2007” is an attempt
where young photographers have culled outimages of individ-
ual visual explorations of the world.

The exhibition is jointly organised by North South University
Photography Club and Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and
can be treated as a platform for university students to exhibit
their talents in the art of photography. It is an opportunity for
young Bangladeshi photographers to share their visions with a
greater viewer-ship and also to compare themselves with their
contemporaries from overseas.

This year 550 photographs by 200 photographers are
participating in the exhibition. A total of 50 universities from 15
countries are participating in the exhibition. Works by students
of universities from Canada, China, England, France,
Germany, India, Nepal, Netherlands, Scotland, South Africa,
South Korea, Switzerland, Turkey and USA are on display
alongside photographs by Bangladeshi students.

The photographs are categorised into colour, black and
white with subcategories -- landscape, portrait, lifestyle, archi-
tecture, action, still life and nature. Photo story is a new addi-
tion to the subcategories in this year's exhibition. A total of 32
awards including 2 jury awards have been given this year.

With varied subjects, the photographs satisfy tastes at
different levels. Some mirror the social reality of oppression
and inequality, some transmit the deep motives of the individ-
ual, some glorify the known, the familiar, while some bring out
the colours of life and allure of nature. The world as the photog-
rapher views it, is brought before the viewer through passion-
ately composed images.

The exhibition provides a chance for the photographers to

Clockwise (from top): Photographs by Monir Hussain (2nd prize, colour landscape), Ashraful Awal (2nd prize, colour lifestyle),
Easil Murtoza (1st prize, colour still life) and Mobin Abrar (1st prize, nature)

share their views with the audience. According to Shahriar
Jamil, the event co-ordinator, the exhibition intends to support
the non-professional “potential dreamers” that constitute the
maijority of the practitioners of photography who rarely get the
opportunity to exhibit their works in “elite” galleries. “There are
photographers, who have taken photography as a profession
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National Theatre

Festival

Organiser. Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation in association
with Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Time: 7pm

At National Theatre Stage
March 21

Dhaka Theatre: Binodini

March 22

Uttoradhikar:

Shampannaiya

March 23

Biborton Jessor: Koiborto Gatha
Udichi: Chilekothar Sepoy

Experimental Theatre Hall
March 21

Oboyob Natyadol: Jolpori

March 22

Kheyali Group Theatre: Montong
Kothon

March 23

Nagorik Natya Shomproday:
Chhayanaut

The schedule is subject to change

but then there are others too ... the bigger portion ... the non
professionals. ... What is the scope for them? Will this bigger
portion be left untapped?” he notes.

Initiated by North South University Photography Club, the
exhibition has grown up to become the second largest photo-
graphic event in the region. This year, the Club honours emi-

nent photographer Nayebuddin Ahmed with a Lifetime
Achievement Award for his contribution to the field of photogra-
phy in Bangladesh. The exhibition ends on March 23.

The Daily Staris a media partner of the event.

Cultural programme in Rangamati

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA, Rangamati

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services
Trust (BLAST), Rangamati unit
(which provides legal aid free of
cost to the poor in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts), SAS, Ashika and
Community Development Library
(CDL), jointly organised a
programme titled Blast Bichitra at
the district Shilpakala Academy hall
in the hill town recently.

Debate competition, dramas,
chorus and solo songs, dances were
staged at the event to create aware-
ness among the locals regarding the
existing laws in the society. Adiscus-
sion was also held at the
programme.

Students from local institutions,
local public representatives, several
women's organisations, intellectu-
als, journalists and BLAST's benefi-
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Young dancers from ethnic communities perform at the event

ciaries participated in the
programme.

Litterateur Biro Kumar
Tangchangya, civil society represen-
tative Joynarayan Chakma,
Binodbihari Chakma and represen-
tative of Bangladesh Mohila
Parishad Minara Begum attended
the discussion.

Coordinator of BLAST, Rangamati
Unit, advocate Jewel Dewan and Co-
coordinator advocate Hola Thoai
Marma conducted the event.

Several publications of BLAST
including posters, booklets,
brochures and video films were
ondisplay at the programme.

According to BLAST sources,
some 184 cases have been received
by the organisation, of which 80
cases have been dissolved so far in
Rangamati since its inception in
January lastyear.
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7 National Theatre Festival '07

'Muktodhara': Rage against
the machine

Set against the backdrop of the post
World War |, Rabindranath Tagore
wrote the play Muktodhara which
features misuse of technology, and
urges that through sacrifices man
has to free himself from the grasp of
machine.

Many directors have presented
the play in different ways. However,
most of the endeavours are not
successful, as it is really difficult to
stage the play with so many allego-
ries such as King Bibhuti,
Dhananjoy Boiragi and Prince
Abhijit.

Directed by Rashid Haroon,
Rangpur Natya Kendra staged
Muktodhara on March 20 at the
Experimental Theatre Stage.

The play opens with a scene with
actors rendering songs and carrying
torches in hands. They are celebrat-
ing the completion of a gigantic
dam. To govern the stream of the
river Bhairaba, Jantraraj Bibhuti --
ruler of imaginary land Uttarkut --
has built the gigantic 'machine’ after
25 years of effort.

But, the peasants of another
imaginary land Shibtorai, a colony of
Uttarkut, suffers the negative
impacts of the dam. The situation
gives rise to a conflict between the
two lands. Sacrificing his life, Abhijit,
a representative of man, destroys
the huge machine for the welfare of
humanity.

Tension that is required of so
many conflicts -- between man and
machine, between ethics and
arrogance and between a colony
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and an imperial state -- have not
been created effectively on the
stage. Rather, many of the scene
makings as well as movements of
the actors infer that director's
approach is quite comical.

The use of scarves to distinguish
between people of Uttarkut and
Shibtorai does not work at all.
Perhaps the sound effect on an
almost empty stage is not enough to
create a sequence of destroying a
gigantic dam. Perhaps the director
could employ a different point of
view.

As all of the actions take place on
the street, set designer Deepankar

Actors of Rangpur Natya Kendra in Muktodhara

Dipan has created different layers of
suggestive paths on the stage.
These paths meet in a circle on the
centre stage. But the use of a big
painted curtain at the back appears
as ornament. There is room for
improvement in the light design by
Shahriar Sumit.

Acting, however, is one of the
major flaws of the play.
As part of the ongoing National

Theatre Festival,

arranged by

Bangladesh Group Theatre

Federation

in association with

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy,
Rangpur Natya Kendra staged
Muktodhara.

'Kalapani' staged

On the same evening Padokkhep, a
Gaibandha based theatre troupe,
staged Kalapani at the National
Theatre Stage.

Sultan Muhammad Razzaq's
play depicts the miserable lifestyle
of the proletariats, who have been
oppressed by the feudal lords for
ages. Even the nature is hostile to
them. Kalapani, which was used to
refer to the 'lifetime imprisonment in
the Andamans during the British
rule', infers that these poor people
are destined to be imprisoned by
poverty and oppression for life.

Directed by Mahfuzul Islam,
Ashekur Rahman is the set designer &
and Shahriar Sumit is the light S
designer of the play. 2

By ERSHAD KAMOL
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Press Minister for
Pakistan High
Commission in
Bangladesh, Sajida
Igbal Syed (2-R) with
Syed Igbal Hussain
(additional secretary,
government of
Pakistan) along with
artistes of Bangladesh
Betar and TV rendered
Bangla and Urdu songs
at a programme held
recently at the National
Press Club, Dhaka

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.

+* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.
CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.
News Headlines (Bangla) at
9:00pm

News Headlines (English) at9:05pm

BTV 05:30  Mukti Judho Protidin
11:15  Doctor Jokhon eyl C|Ub_
Durey 06:20  Drama Serial:
11:40  Koishor Shompaddo
12:05  Maa O Shishur fEcE
Kotha 07:50  Hello Minister
12:30  Swapno Shonar 09:35  Aloye Bhubon
Gaon Bhora
01:00 Shukhi Poribar 10:00 Drama Serial: JOg
01:30  Smritimoy Dhaka Beyog
02:15  Sisimpur 12:00  Grameenphone
03:05 Cartoon Ajker Shangbadpotro
03:30  Mati O Manush CHANNEL 1
04:00  Hijol Tomal 08:40  Shuprobhat
04:30  Shopnil Agami Bangladesh
05:30  Oi Notuner Keton 09:30  Chokh Mele Dekhi
0540 g:::; ) 10:00  Cartoon
07:15  ICC World Cup ;gzg Z:;i':‘ gfi:re Film
2007: Bangladesh .
Vs Sri Lanka 03:30 Drama S“enal:
. Shomrajjo
CHANNEL-i 04:00  Rupantorer Golpo
09:30  Shongbad Potrey 04:30  Fusion Bits
Bangladesh 05:15  Expression

09:45  Public Reaction 06:00 SagjBela

09:50  Tritiyomatra 06:30  Top News

LIS S 06:45  Muktir Judho

12:30  Citycell Tarokathan 07:00  Baker Pathey

LR 08:15  Drama Serial:
e Society

U S 09:00  Drama Serial: Nokol
Bangladesh Poshakh

01:45  Public Reaction 09:30  Show Case

02:40  Selected Drama

04:05 Crictalk Bishwacup | BANGLAVISIO
Special N

04:50 SaRe GaMa

08:35
09:05
09:30
02:40
04:20
05:00
05:40
06:15

06:45
08:15

08:55
09:30

Shubho Shokal
Raat Biraatey
Bangla Feature Film
Agamir Kontho
Agni Jhora Dinguli
Cinebit Shadakalo
Diner Sheshey
Nana Ranger Din
Guli

Bishwa Cup Protidin
Drama Serial:
Dokhinayon

Media Bhuban
Drama Serial:
Rupantor

Bahu Thi 10:30  Telemall League
PicKk OF THE DAY 04:00 Kayamath 11:30  Naked Science 12:30  Royal Bank Of
07:30  Prithviraj Chauhan 12:30  IstReal? Scotland Six Natio
08:00  Baa Bahoo Aur Baby 01:30  Missing Link 02:30  English Premier
08:30  Karam Apnaa Apnaa 02:30  Killer Whales Football League
09:00  Kasautii Zindagii Kay 03:00 Coral Reef Spawning | 05:30  Max Power 2007 (Auto
09:30  Kaun Banega 03:30  Eternal Enemies Racing)
Crorepati- Srk 04:30  Disney Florida 07:30  Gillette World Sport
10:30  Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii | 05:00 Nat Geo Genius 2007 (Inter
ICC World 11:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi | 05:30  Big Bang 08:00  India?S Best With
Bahu Thi 06:00  Jungle Geoff Sunil Gavaskar
Cup 2007 11:30  Kayamath 06:30  Eternal Enemies 08:30  Pakistan Legends
Bangladesh Vs 12:00  Paraya Dhan 07:30  Bringing Home The 09:30  India Down Under
SriLanka DISCOVERY Bear 10:00  Full Toss? Haste
OnBTVat7:15pm 08:30  Hollywood Science Rehna Boss
Live from Queen's CHANNEL 09:30  Guardians of Angkor 10:30  Tna Impact
Park Oval, Trinidad 09:30  Honey We're Killing 10:30  The Dragons of 11:30  The Ubs Golf Club
The Kids Galapagos 12:00  Asian Tour Weekly
10:30  Bringing Home Baby 11:30  Hunter Hunted 2007
11:00  Amazing Baby Videos AX
11:30  Life On The Edge N ESPN .
12:30  Body Basics 09:30 Penéacola 09:00 |Ta(;(.lng ;3uar.dl- West
STAR MOVIES 11:30  Falcon Beach 11:30  Fashion House 01:30  Tiger Week ;fgg I\G/IalXImum\I/Eprlc;sure 200 2”()(;:7079880:; -
10:05  Thiri3en Ghosts 12:30  The O.C. STAR PLUS 02:30  Detective Stories ' Rumn:ssp ~ . League H':hl'ght
. : . . ecords: Primetime ue rignii
02:35  Family In Hiding 0130 Koffee With Karan 09:30  Kumium-Pyarasa | 0330 EveningYouNeed |- = " 10:30  Debutants
02:45 Mighty Joe Young | 9230  Oprah Winfrey Show Bandhan To Know : |
d 03:30  The Bold And Th i 04:00  Maximum Exposure 11:30  The Natwest Series
04:40  ForLove Of The : ¢ BoidAnd The 10:00 V Trailers - StarPlus | 04:00  Million 2 One ' i i
8 Beautiful 5 i 05:30  Andromeda 12:30  English Premier
Game cautiil 11:00  Shaka Laka Boom 05:30  Journey of Life : Football
. 04:00  General Hospital . . 06:30  Amazon oolba
07:00 Relic, The Boom 06:30  Tiger Week .
) 05:00  Fashion H 07:30  Numbers 04:30 2006 Krystal World
08:45  Grudge, The : ashion riouse 11:30  Kahaani Ghar 08:30 | Should be Alive : Hamburaer Eat
. , 06:00 Less Than Perfect . . - 08:30  Maximum Exposure 4
10:15  Still Small Voices . Ghar Kii 09:30  African Adventures ED o . 05:30  Toyota Football Up
1145  Fighting The Odds 06:30  The Simpsons 12:30  Kayamath 10:00  Stuntdawgs g upernatural o
07:00 Cheers . G . o - 12:30  Ultimate Guinness
STAR WORLD 01:00  Kasautii Zindagii Kay 10:30  Building The Biggest 06:00  Taking Guard - West
0 i 0200 Bhabhi NATIONAL Horid Records Indes Special
09:30 ‘;Ee Oprah Winfrey | 08:00 Sei"féld 02:30  Kesar STAR SPORTS 06:30 X Games All Access
[ . 08:30 American Idol 03:00 Saarrthi GEOG RAPH Ic 09:30 Cricket Crazy 07:30 2006/07 Spanlsh
10:30  Commander In Chief | 10:30  Heroes 03:30  Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi | 09:30  Eternal Enemies 10:30  Spanish Football League Highlight
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