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Gunmen kidnap and
kill Iragi mayor

Bombings kill 15

AP, AFP, Baghdad

The mayor of a small Shia village
south of Baghdad was kidnapped on
his way to work yesterday, and his
bullet-riddled body was later found
dumped along a highway, police and
morgue officials said.

Iraqis are increasingly pessimistic
about their future, according to an
opinion poll published yesterday as
the nation battles to curb relentless
bloodshed on the fourth year anniver-
sary of the US-led invasion of Iraq.

Police said Khalaf Ghargan, the
mayor of Dijelah, was abducted by
gunmen about 300 yards from his
home. Witnesses said the kidnappers
ambushed Ghargan's car, dragged
him out and sped away. Two body-
guards and a driver were left behind,
they said.

Dijelah lies just south of Kut, 160km
southeast of Baghdad. Kut is the
capital of Wasit province.

Ghargan's body was later found
dumped on a highway and brought to
the Kut morgue, said morgue official
Maamoun Ajeel al-Rubaie. Another
body, handcuffed and showing signs
of torture, also turned up at the morgue
Monday, he said.

Witnesses said lIraqi security
forces were searching the area where
the abduction took place.

Three coordinated car bombs and
a mortar attack killed 15 people and
wounded at least 35 in Irag's northern

oil hub of Kirkuk yesterday, police said.

The first and the biggest attack, a
car bomb near two mosques, killed 10
people and wounded eight, police
Colonel Taha Salaheddin told AFP.

The bomb went off in central
Kirkuk's Sector 90 district which
houses the two mosques, one Shia
and one Sunni, as well as the emer-
gency police command, Salaheddin
said.

He said 10 cars were completely
burntand 20 shops damaged.

The second car bomb went off in
south Kirkuk's Ras Domeez market
near a branch of the Islamic Bank,
killing five people and wounding 26, he
said.

Of the five killed, four were police-
men whose patrol was passing by at
the time ofthe blast.

The mortar attack near the city's
civil defence office left one civilian
wounded, Salaheddin said, adding
that the fourth car bomb targeted a
senior officer from Saddam Hussein's
former army and destroyed a commu-
nication tower but caused no casual-
ties.

All the attacks took place within 30
minutes, with the first car bomb
exploding at around 1:00 pm (1000
GMT), Salaheddin said.

Over the past few months, insur-
gents have stepped up attacks in
Kirkuk, an ethnically mixed city
claimed by both Arabs and Kurds.

MP Salahuddin
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Shyampur police filed a fraud case
against Salahuddin on March 4.

Nine other criminal cases were
filed earlier against him with
Shyampur, Jatrabari and Demra
police stations on different dates.
Later, he was taken on a five-day
remand for interrogation in connection
withthree cases.

Obaidul Quader's bail sought

Defence lawyers yesterday sought
bail for detained Awami League (AL)
Joint General Secretary Obaidul
Kader.

Judge Momin Ullah of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court,
Dhaka fixed April 15 for hearing the
issue with lower courtrecords.

Police had filed a general diary
(GD) with Ramna Police Station

Amzad Sarkar
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arrested 1,377 people across the
country on various charges in the
last 24 hours preceding 6:00am
yesterday, according to a home
ministry press release.

Our Nilphamari correspondent
reported that Amzad, a former
lawmaker from Nilphamari-4, and
his associates appeared before the
Court of First Class Magistrate
Enamul Haque and prayed for bail
as the same court had earlier issued
arrest warrants against them for
killing Rubel, alocal BNP leader.

The court rejected the prayer and
ordered to send them to jail.

Rubel was killed in a clash
between the supporters of Amzad
and his rival Mahfuzur Rahman,
member of Public Service
Commission, at Sipaiganj Bazar
under Saidpur upazila on October
30lastyear.

Later, Rubel's brother filed a
murder case and the police made
out a charge sheet against the ex-
MP and his 13 supporters for killing
Rubel, also a nephew of Mahfuzur.

Amzad is also an accused in four
murder cases.

Our staff correspondent in
Rajshahi reported that a speedy trial
court sentenced BNP leader Hamid
to three years' rigorous imprison-
ment and fined Tk 5,000, in default,
he has to suffer imprisonment for six
more months for assaulting a gov-
ernment official.

Hamid and his men fatally injured
Charghat Upazila Project
Implementation Officer Golam
Rabbani with hammers on June 18,
2005 on his way back home from
office.

Cl sheets seized
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Hossain, the local union parishad
chairman and president of the
Kamrangirchar thana unit of BNP.
The committee also includes other
local BNP leaders and activists.

The crack forces could not arrest
anyone during the drive which
continued till the afternoon.

A few days back the joint forces
recovered 20 Cl sheets of govern-
ment relief fund from Monir's upazila
parishad office and arrested him.

Local sources alleged although
the government provided enough
fund for construction of the commu-
nity centre, the committee members
roofed it with the CI sheets meant for
governmentrelief.

Immediate past prime minister
Khaleda Zia laid the foundation stone
of the community centre on May 4,
2006. The local zilla parishad imple-
mented the project.

The process of filing a case was
underway at the time of filing this
reportlast night.

Ctg arms case
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firearms and ammunitions at the
CUFL jetty on southern bank of the
river Karnaphuli.

Out of 43 accused in the case,
only two prime accused, Hafizur
Rahman and Deen Mohammad, are
now behind bars while 33 are
released on bail and eight remain on
the run, sources said.

alleging Quader to be involved in
anarchy, sabotage and patronising of
criminals. He was later given a one-
month detention order under the
Special PowersAct.

Obaidul Quader, listed in the
second list of 50 corruption suspects,
was arrested by the forces from the
house of city AL leader AliNewaz Khan
inKhilgaonon March 9.
ntv MD SHOWNARRESTED
Private satellite TV station ntv's man-
aging director Enayetur Rahman,
former BNP MP Harunur Rashid
(Chapainawabganj 3) and owner of a
car sales centre were shown arrested
yesterday in a case filed for evading
tax during import of a luxury car by
abusing duty-free car import privilege
ofamember of parliament (MP).

Metropolitan Magistrate MA Salam
passed the order following a petition
submitted by investigation officer Sub-
Inspector Mizanur Rahman for show-
ingthem arrested in the case where he
mentioned that they might be
remanded in the future.

Tejgaon police on March 7 pro-
duced Enayetur Rahman, Harunur
Rashid MP and Istiaq Sadiq, owner of
Sky Autos, before Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka. They were
later sent to jail on a one-month deten-
tionorder.

Harunur Rashid MP purchased a
luxury sport utility vehicle --a Hummer
--onApril 25, 2005 under the duty-free
privilege of an MP and later sold it to
Istiag. By doing so, Harun violated his
bond made to the parliament that he
would use the vehicle for at least three
years before changing ownership.
Istiaq later sold it to Enayet, said police
intheirforwarding report.

C'wealth secretary
general arrives

To meet CA, Hasina,
Khaleda today

UNB, Dhaka

Commonwealth Secretary General
Don McKinnon arrived in Dhaka
yesterday on a three-day visit.

He will meet Chief Adviser
Fakhruddin Ahmed and Foreign
Affairs Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury today.

The foreign affairs adviser said
the Commonwealth secretary
general has already extended
support to the caretaker government
and assured technical assistance to
the Election Commission.

McKinnon will also meet BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and
Awami League leaders today.

The visiting Commonwealth
secretary general yesterday met
Jatiya Party Chairman HM Ershad at
his President Park residence at
Baridhara.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the country's latest political
situation, next election and eco-
nomic situation, according to a JP
press release.

SQ Chy
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Chowdhury and his family had been
dominating for long.

Led by Major Arif, the task force
went to SQ Chowdhury's village
home at Gahira under Raozan
upazila.

The members of the task force
talked to his family members and
relatives and local people and
enquired about his wealth, activities
and different allegations brought
against him, sources said.

The task force then visited
Quader Nagar, a large estate estab-
lished by the Chowdhury family, in
Rangunia and talked to people
present there to take an account of
properties and activities of SQ
Chowdhury.

The task force team also held a
meeting with the officer-in-charge of
the local police station and others
concerned to enquire about the
criminal charges lodged with them
against SQ Chowdhury.

Nepal leaders
vow to hold
polls by June

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's premier and its Maoist
leader said yesterday they would
hold elections by June as planned to
ensure the sidelined king does not
make a political comeback.

The two -- Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala and former rebel
leader Prachanda -- signed a land-
mark peace deal last year after King
Gyanendra gave up absolute rule in
the face of mass protests.

But the pair have yet to agree on
a government structure since the
Maoists were admitted to parlia-
ment in January, meaning delays in
preparing the election, the country's
election chief said.

"We urge the government to
announce the constituent assembly
elections date as soon as possible
so that the commission can finish
necessary preparations," Chief
Election Commissioner Bhoj Raj
Pokharel said.

The prime minister said the
elections for a constituent assembly
to rewrite the constitution would be
held as planned, especially
because the time lag could give the
monarchy time to regroup.

"The government is committed to
holding constituent assembly
elections on time. If the elections are
not conducted on time, reactionary
forces will get a chance to make a
comeback," Koirala said.

Politicians in Nepal often use the
term "reactionary forces" to refer to
supporters of the king, whose future
role in the country -- if any -- will be
decided by the constituent assem-
bly.

The former rebels were also
committed to hold the elections on
time, Prachanda said.

"A disastrous situation will be
created if the elections are not
conducted within the fixed time. Our
party is ready to cooperate with the
government to hold the elections on
time," said Prachanda, whose name
means "the fierce one."

Atleast 13,000 people died in the
decade-long Maoist rebellion.

Kiddie park land
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According to Rajuk rules, lands
slated for residential use cannot be
used for commercial purposes.

The land was acquired by the
governmentin 1965. There was a
slum on the government land for
along time which was vacated by
police in the name of setting up a
children's park. But later it was
allotted to Mirza Abbas' relatives.

The local people yesterday said
there is no children's park or play
ground in the densely populated
Khilgaon area. Local youths used to
play football and cricket on the piece
of land before the motor workshops
started to spring up there.

Tarique, Apu

FROM PAGE 1

counsels about his chances in the
case. In reply, the lawyers told him
notto lose heart, said sources.

The defence argued that the
charges against Tarique were "false,
fabricated and concocted and they
were brought only to harass him".
They petitioned the court to clear him
ofthe allegations.

On the other hand, the prosecution
came up with statements of the wit-
nesses and circumstantial evidence
and prayed for the charge sheet to be
accepted.

The investigation officer (10) of the
case said the allegations against the
two have been proved primarily and
they should be tried under the Speedy
Trial (Law and Order Disruption)Act.

The joint forces arrested Tarique at
his mother's cantonment residence in
amidnightraid on March 8.

He is now in a month's detention in
the Dhaka Central Jail. While
remanded in the custody of Joint
Interrogation Cell (JIC) for four days,
he was quizzed extensively about the
extortion charge and other allegations
of graft, sources said.

Meanwhile, the Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court yesterday
turned down a petition filed against a
lower court's rejecting bail for Tarique
onMarch8.

Justice Momin Ullah gave the order
on hearing arguments from both the
sides.

CU gazette
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The court order came following a
writ petition filed by Justice Faizee
challenging legality of the CU action
against him.

In his writ petition, Faizee chal-
lenged the validity of the CU
Syndicate meeting's decision that
cancelled his LLB certificate for
"tampering" with his examination
results and subsequent gazette
notification in this regard.

On March 3, the CU Syndicate in
its special meeting decided to scrap
a large number of certificates on
inquiry committee's reports.

On March 11, the controller of
examinations of the university
published a gazette notification
canceling 50 LLB certificates,
including that of Faizee, after the
syndicate had approved the inquiry
reports.

ACC prepares
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“Although they did not follow the
ACC directives, we will have to
receive their wealth statements
from their representatives as we
cannot defy a High Court order,"
Habibur said in a press briefing
yesterday.

On February 18, ACC asked 50
corruption suspects who are high-
profile politicians, businessmen
and bureaucrats, to submit their
wealth statements within 72
hours. Out of the 50, those who
were not in jail at that time were
directed to submit their state-
ments in person.

Seventeen of them did not
submit their statement within the
time frame.

The ACC later received wealth
statements from the representa-
tives of Sylhet BNP leader Ariful
Haq Chowdhury and former AL
MP HBM Igbal.

Ariful surrendered before a
Sylhet court and was sent to jail
and the HC directed the ACC to
receive Igbal's wealth statement
from his representatives following
a writ petition filed by his family
members.

After the time for submitting
wealth statements expired, ACC
sent a list of 15, who did not carry
out the ACC orders, to the home
ministry to start the process of
confiscating their movable and
immovable properties as per the
Emergency Power Rules.

The government, however, is

yet to move for confiscation.

Sources said as per the rules,
government would seek permis-
sion from a magistrate to confis-
cate their properties.

Home ministry sources said
that although it is not declared yet
officially, ACC will be assigned to
confiscate properties, but before
that, the government will amend
some provisions of the emer-
gency power rules, including the
authority for confiscation.

Family members Abdullah,
Babu and Selim had filed sepa-
rate writ petitions in the HC seek-
ing permission to submit their
wealth statements to ACC
through representatives and the
HC ordered in their favour on
Sunday.

Replying to a question, the
ACC commissioner said that they
are not mulling to appeal against
the HC directives yet.

ACC Commissioner Abul
Hasan Manzoor Mannan told the
press on March 15 that they would
file six graft cases against big
corruption suspects by Sunday,
but did not do that.

Filing of the graft cases is still
on the cards, Habibur said adding
that the matter has already got the
nod from Mannan, who is in
charge of inquiry and investiga-
tion, and is awaiting approval of
commission.

Sehwag leads India
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Bermuda after their captain Irving
Romaine won the toss and
elected to field.

Ganguly hit his second suc-
cessive fifty. The southpaw, a
member of the elite 10,000-run
club, followed up his first match
66 with a disciplined 89 off 114
balls. He struck six fours and two
sixes.

India made one change from
the team that played against
Bangladesh, bringing in leg-
spinner Anil Kumble in place of
off-spinner Harbhajan Singh.

Away at the Sabina Park, West
Indies won the toss and chose to
field in their World Cup Group D
match against Zimbabwe. The
hosts, looking to become the first
team to advance into the Super
Eights, got Zimbabwe in trouble
by claiming the first two wickets
with two runs on board with the

new-ball pair of Daren Powell and
Jerome Taylor striking.

Zimbabwe were 83-4 in 26.2
overs with Brendan Taylor batting
on 31 and Sean Williams 10.

West Indies fielded an
unchanged 11, but Zimbabwe
have made three changes, bring-
ing in Friday Kasteni, Tawanda
Mupariwa and Anthony lIreland
into the side for Terrence Duffin,
Gary Brent and Edward
Rainsford.

West Indies won the opening
match against Pakistan by 54
runs last Tuesday, and Zimbabwe
tied with Ireland in their opener
last Thursday.

Ireland top Group D with three
points -- one more than West
Indies and two ahead of
Zimbabwe (both with a match in
hand) -- leaving Pakistan at the
bottom of the table with no points.

Boy burnt
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Abul Hossain had left about their
work, leaving the child under the care
of his 63-year-old maternal grandfa-
ther FazlulHaque Biswas.

A grief-stricken Munni, who works
at a garment factory some 100
metres away from the slum, said that
she saw the smoke through the
window, but could not reach the spot
quick enough as she had to obtain
the supervisor's permission first to
leave.

"When finally | got there, my son
was already dead," she said sitting at
a distance from the body, as she
could not bear to see her son's
charred face.

Neither the fire fighters nor the
residents could say how the fire had
originated. Some suspected arson
by either of the two feuding groups
trying to establish dominance over
the area.

Most women of the slum are
garment workers and were out when
the fire broke out. They could not
save any of their household goods.

The locals said that 18 fourth-
class employees of Bangladesh
Roads and Highways Department
(RHD) living at the place built 10to 15
tin shed houses each and rented
themout.

Alan G Biggs, disaster manage-
ment delegate, International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies Bangladesh
Delegation, told The Daily Star that
they have allotted one family kitand a
blanket for each of the families who
had lost everythingin the fire.
KHULNA
At least 100 shops were gutted in a
fire at Bagerhat Boro Bazar under

alive

Bagerhat Sadar yesterday.

The blaze destroyed consumer
goods worth over Tk 2 crore,
Bagerhat Banik Samity claimed.

Firemen from Bagerhat and
Khulna Fire Services put out the fire
ataround 6:30am.

Neither Bagerhat district adminis-
tration nor the Fire Service
Department could confirm how the
fire originated as of yesterday eve-
ning.

According to Bagerhat Police
Super Shahidur Rahman, the fire
started in a storeroom of a coconut oil
factory and spread to adjacent shops
rapidly.

The Bagerhat deputy commis-
sioner initiated a probe to determine
the cause offire.

CHITTAGONG

Some 14 small godowns and shops
loaded with basic commodities were
completely gutted in a devastating
fire at Chaktai, a traditional business
hub of the port city, under Kotwali
Police Station early yesterday.

The loss of properties and goods
was primarily estimated at Tk 15 lakh,
reports our staff correspondent from
Chittagong.

Sources said that the fire that
broke out at around 3:30am, origi-
nated due to an electric short circuit at
Purna Laxmi Store of Gobinda
Shikder at Bhanga Pool in Chaktai
and engulfed other adjacent shops
and godowns fast.

Informed, eight units of the fire
brigade rushed to the spot and extin-
guished the blaze at around 6.00am.

Undisclosed money
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SM Mostafa Rashidi Suja, Md
Jahurul Hug, Ahmed Akbar Sobhan
(Shah Alam), Chowdhury
Mohammad Alam, AKM Shamim
Osman, Dr Dewan Mohammad
Salahuddin, Dr HBM Igbal, BM
Bakir Hossain, Md Abdul Quayum,
AKM Mosharraf Hossain, Niaz
Rahman, Mohammad Nasim, Mir
Mohammad Nasiruddin and Naser
Rahman.

TAXNET

The NBR chairman said the govern-
ment is thinking about expanding
the tax net rather than increasing
the tax rate to enrich its coffers with
higher revenue collection in the next
fiscal year.

"We are trying to make the tax-
payers feel that they are honoured;
we are trying to change the age-old
perception about the taxpayers," he
said about a new outlook in the

changed context.

Opposing the flat rate of income
tax, he said, "I am not supporting
this idea, it will not be a wise deci-
sion."

The NBR chief posed a question:
Why the higher-income group will
pay income tax like the lower-
income group?

In the meeting, the finance
adviser told 14 secretaries of differ-
ent ministries to give priority to
poverty reduction in framing policy
and in budgeting.

Meanwhile, the NBR will soon
start a fresh drive to unearth undis-
closed black money possessed by
those who had not whitened the
money by June 30 last year.

The hunt for those who failed to
disclose the black money within the
deadline will continue, said NBR
officials.

Yunus
launches
IOM in Italy

UNB, Dhaka

Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad
Yunus launched the International
Observatory for Micro-finance
(IOM) at the University of Bologna in
Italy on Sunday.

The idea of the IOM, conceived
as a center of research, training and
practice of micro-finance, is inspired
by the experience of Grameen Bank
in Bangladesh.

Pro Yunus addressed a vast
audience, including the president of
the province of Emilio Romagna, the
rector of the University of Bologna
and the mayor of Bologna, in the
grand Aula Magna of St Lucia.

The Bangladeshi community in
Bologna later accorded a reception
to the founder of Grameen Bank,
whose micro-credit innovation
earned him the Nobel for Peace.

In the afternoon, Prof Yunus was
a guest at Santa Orsolo Hospital in
Bologna. The hospital is interested
in collaborating with Grameen Bank
on health initiatives for children.

The Nobel laureate will address a
special committee on globalisation in
the ltalian Chamber of Deputies,
according to a message received in
Dhaka yesterday.

Chamber president
FROM PAGE 16

Mukta Traders were also accused in
the case filed by Customs Inspector
Nuruzzaman.

The accused persons in conniv-
ance with each other evaded import
duties of Tk 1 crore 99 lakh 46
thousand 787 showing false docu-
ments of tax payments when they
imported goods from India against
six bills of entries between January
1999 and April 2003, the plaintiff
said inthe case.

In 2003, a Bangladesh Bank
investigation detected the incident
of tax dodging by Lutfar Rahman's
organisation.

As the National Board of
Revenue was informed of the probe,
it asked Customs, Excise and Vat
commissioner of Rajshahi in
January 2004 to realise the due
revenue money immediately and
take necessary action.

But no action could be taken
allegedly due to Lutfar's political
influence.

A few days ago, the land port
customs office filed seven similar
forgery cases with Shibganj Police
Station against seven other import-
ers including Awami League leader
Haiji Selim and 12 other C&F agents
for evading import duties.

Criminal killed
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mango orchard, armed thugs of
Ramjan's gang opened fire on the
elite force. Rab retaliated but the
gang fled following a 10-minute
shootout.

Ramjan was discovered critically
injured after the shootout. He was
taken to Natore Sadar Hospital
where on-duty doctors declared him
dead.

Rab personnel recovered a
locally made gun, two bullets of .303
rifles and a 20-inch-long dagger
fromthe scene.

Ramjan was accused in several
criminal cases with different police
stations in Raninagar and Atrai
upazilas including two murder
cases and two extortion cases, Rab
sources said.

SM Zakaria
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commissioner on January 31 this
year facing severe criticisms.

Zakaria provided a section of
officials, who were close to him, with
undue facilities --- like promotions
and vehicles, the sources said. The
officials close to him also dominated
the EC Secretariat and enjoyed
other financial facilities, the sources
added.

Mohammad Zakoria, who had
been a close aide to Zakaria and
who had been promoted to the post
of joint secretary to the EC
Secretariat, was recently made an
officer on special duty, sending chills
of fear down the spines of other
alleged government flunkeys of
Zakaria.

Before being promoted to the
post of a government secretary,
Zakaria was the national project
director of Strengthening Election
and Democracy, a project funded by
UNDP. There are allegations of
financial irregularities in the pro-
ject's implementation. The EC also
plans to look into whether Zakaria
was involved in the alleged irregu-
larities.

Muggers shoot

FROM PAGE 16
after withdrawing the money from a
bank in Khilgaon.

The thugs sprayed bullets at
Nurul as he tried to resist the mug-
gers from taking away the money.
He was hitin his right leg.

As Nurul raised alarm, locals
rushing to the spot captured Rafiq,
35, and Faruk, 32, two of the snatch-
ers, and gave them a thrashing. The
rest of the gang managed toflee.

Nurul was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. The two
muggers were handed over to the
police who took them to the same
hospital.

Police recovered Tk 1.47 lakh
from them and seized a motorbike
used in the mugging.

National HR body
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Information Department auditorium.

The council ordered formation of a
committee to look into details of the
proposed NHRC. The cabinet secre-
tary will head the committee to be
comprised of the secretaries of law,
home and foreign ministries.

The foreign ministry proposed
establishment of the commission that
had been approved in principle by
successive governments, said Fahim.
Setting up a human rights commission
was an electoral pledge of the BNP-
led four-party alliance.

Currently, a number of fundamen-
tal rights remain suspended and
indoor politics banned under a state of
emergency.

Fahim said the committee will look
at human rights commissions in South
Asia to sketch a possible structure and
guidelines forthe proposed NHRC.

The immediate past BNP-led
coalition government formed a similar
committee on December 10, 2001. A
final draft was sent to the Cabinet
Division on January 23, 2003. But it
has been shelved at the ministry since
the cabinet sent it back on January 29
the same year.

The then law minister Moudud
Ahmed cited opposition from his
cabinet colleagues as the reason for
failure to establish the commission
during theirtenure.

The council's approval for amend-
ments to the anti-money laundering
ordinance is part of its efforts to rein in
financial crimes. The proposed
amendment has already been sent to

the law ministry to check if it overlaps
the otherlaws, said Fahim.

If passed, the proposed amend-
ment would empower the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) to seize assets and freeze
accounts of people under reasonable
suspicion of corruption and other
crimes, sources say.

It would also increase the central
bank's powers and include 15 financial
crimes, sources add.

The advisory council has also
decided to approve a draft amend-
ment to the Anti-Terrorist Act, 2006, to
stymie terror financing in the country,
said the press secretary tothe CA.

Asked whether the council has
agreed on a definition of terrorism for
the proposed amendment to the anti-
terrorism act, he said they have been
looking into international definitions
and will soon come up with one of their
own.

The amendment to the Banking
Companies Act, 1991 seeks to
broaden the definition of loan-
defaulters and change the minimum
amount of capital required for com-
mercial banks.

"The council also discussed the
number of a bank's directors," said
Fahim, adding that the number at
present is 13 as prescribed by the
Bangladesh Bank.

War criminals
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criminals and
punishment.

The culture of looting spread out
and trend of human rights violation
went up unabated and the people
lost their trust in justice and truth, as
the genocide, rape and other forms
of repression in 1971 have not been
dealt with properly, said Dr MA
Hasan, convener of War Crimes
Facts Finding Committee,
Bangladesh.

The Pakistan occupation army in
1971 gotinvolved in genocide, rape,
arson and looting while several
thousand local collaborators includ-
ing the Biharis, Rajakars, al-Badars,
al-Shams and Shanti Committee
men abetted and provoked the
genocide and war crimes, said a
report of the War Crimes Facts
Finding Committee.

The committee identified 287
Pakistani war criminals including
191 'high level' criminals and 30 to
40 'top criminals' among who are
Pakistani generals Yahiya Khan,
Tikka Khan, Rao Farman Ali. Late
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto could also be tried
as the main instigator of the geno-
cide, said the report.

During the Liberation War, many
union council members and Imams
of mosques directly or indirectly
favoured the Pakistani forces, Dr
Hasan said referring to the research
findings of the War Crimes Facts
Finding Committee.

"Other than political ideology,
personal and group interests and ill-
intentions acted behind commission
of the evil acts. As those looters and
fanatic forces could evade the
justice system, they managed to
amass huge property taking the
opportunity of political change later,”
he said.

There is an obligation on the part
of Bangladesh to try the war crimi-
nals, as it signed different interna-
tional conventions, he said, adding
that Bangladesh itself has to initiate
the trial procedure.

Dr Hasan, however, said UN
General Council or Security Council
could also form a special tribunal
with the approval and request from
Bangladesh for trying the criminals
atinternational level.

On December 16 of 1971, the
93,000 members of the Pakistani
occupation army surrendered to the
joint forces of India and
Bangladesh, but the anti-liberation
political forces and the Bangali
collaborators of the occupation
army did not officially surrender,
said Maj Gen (rtd) Syed Muhammad
Ibrahim, chairman of Bangladesh
Amar Sadhanar Desh.

Stressing the formation of a

recommend their
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monitoring authorities,
added.

When the results were out,
alliance loyalist candidate Prof Dr
Mohammed Anisul Islam, presently
dean of Biological Science faculty,
emerged victorious in the election
by only one vote over Prof Dr Nurul
Anwar of Microbiology department -
- a candidate backed by Awami
League.

Before the election day on June
23, 2005, Prof Dr Nurul Anwar wrote
two letters to returning officer of the
election and then acting registrar of
CU Idris Mian informing of the
election manipulation conspiracy
and requesting necessary action.

The letters were sent to Idris
Mian on June 19 and June 22 in
2005.

Idris Mian, the returning officer,
then issued a notice directing not to
use any other pen (ink) for voting
except the pens (black ink) provided
by the university authorities.

The notice was apparently
ignored and seven votes marked
with blue ink were detected during
the counting of votes, Prof Anwar,
the losing candidate, told The Daily
Star yesterday afternoon.

"Our agent at the polling centre
protested during the counting of
votes and after the election, we
lodged our protest in writing," Prof
Anwar added.

sources

probe committee to identify all the
war criminals and try them, he said,
“We must start the task immediately,
so that all the fourteen crore people
of the country can proceed to the
path of prosperity.”

“We should observe a 'hatred
day' to show our abhorrence of the
war criminals,” said freedom fighter
Nurul Amin.

Clean politics will not be estab-
lished unless the war criminals are
brought to book and the present
caretaker government should have
the issue of their trial on its agenda,
said professor Shamsul Alam.

Bangladesh Amar Sadhanar
Desh Secretary General Maj (rtd)
Md Ahsan Ullah, Maj Gen (rtd)
Masudur Rahman, Khandakar
Nurunnabi, former MP Maj
Akhtaruzzaman, Brig Gen Mamudul
Haq, former additional secretary
Masud Ahmed, Rabiul Alam,
Shahjahan Kabir, Anwar Hossain
Pahari also spoke on the occasion.

Travel agents
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Airways agents in Bangladesh were
present at the meeting.

The travel agents strongly pro-
tested the unilateral decision, which
they said was taken without consid-
ering the role of travel agents in
expanding BA's business in
Bangladesh.

They also feared a disaster in
travel business as other airline
authorities might follow the BA.

The BA authorities have decided
to reduce commission on ticket
sales to one percent from seven
percent as part of its cost cutting
measures.

British Airways Manager in
Bangladesh Chris Phipps on March
8 explained the reasons for commis-
sion cut in a letter to ATAB President
Muhaimin Saleh.

7 Pak judges quit
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Extra police were on duty outside
the Supreme Court in Islamabad
where a hearing began into media
reports that police had manhandled
Chaudhary last Tuesday after he
refused to get into an official car to
be taken to the Supreme Court for a
hearing into the accusations that led
to his suspension.

Newspapers published a picture
of Chaudhary apparently being
pushedintoacar.

Judge Javed Igbal, who was
made acting chief justice after
Chaudhary was suspended, told the
Supreme Court the hearing into the
police action was being held to
safeguard the "prestige, honour and
dignity" of the office of chiefjustice.

Chaudhary has made no public
comment on his treatment. He was
kept under virtual house arrest with
his family for a week after his sus-
pension, with police blocking almost
allaccessto him.

His lawyers say he is now free to
meet whoever he wants although
one said he was not giving inter-
views as he considered it inappro-
priate for a chief justice to talk to the
press.

A senior government official
acknowledged on Sunday that
Chaudhary's treatment in general
had angered the public. He blamed
"over-zealous" lower-level officials.

"With hindsight, things could
have been done differently ... it
could have been done in a better
way," said the official, who declined
to be identified.

But he said the president had
had no choice but to refer numerous
complaints against Chaudhary to
the Supreme Judicial Council to
lookinto.

"A lot of complaints had been
received. This didn't happen over-
night," the official said.
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