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H
EADLINES are grim. But 

they mask what is shap-

ing up to be one of the 

world's most amazing turnarounds" 

-- as the Newsweek article "Bullish 

on Bangladesh" put it in its June 26, 

2006 issue. The early sign of this 

turnaround is already manifesting 

itself in Bangladesh, a country of 

145 million people. 

Amidst political unrest, interna-

tional competition from removal of 

protection on garment exports, 

corruption and infra-structural 

bottlenecks, the country has regis-

tered a 6.7% growth in 2006, with 

buoyant exports growing at double-

digits. 

The World Bank and the Asian 

Development Bank predict that a 

reduction in corruption and improve-

ment in certain infrastructure, such 

as the port and the power sector, 

could easily push up the GDP 

growth rate to double digits. 

With a longer history of market 

economy than China and India, and 

solid competitive advantage in 

labour and natural resources, 

N e w s w e e k ' s  f o r e c a s t  o n  

Bangladesh does not seem to be an 

exaggeration.

Bangladesh stands at a unique 

juncture of change in its history now. 

There is an on-going effort for transi-

tion to good governance, and a 

strong fight against corruption. 

Authorities are also taking mea-

sures for addressing the infrastruc-

ture related issues. 

Most of the known and powerful 

corrupt politicians and businessmen 

have been put behind bars. The 

government is working in tandem 

with the business community to 

improve the investment climate, and 

to address the infrastructure bottle-

necks though private-public part-

nerships. 

These initiatives are being widely 

supported by the people, the inter-

national community and the law 

enforcement agencies. There is a 

free press, which is very active in 

revealing any irregularities or pubic 

concerns. 

We strongly believe that the 

systemic improvements that are 

taking place in the country will be 
long lasting and irreversible, and the 
days of respectable and people 
participated democracy are not far 
of.

The sheer size of its population, 
and the respectable GDP growth 
rate, will be the sources of economic 
development for Bangladesh in the 
long term. As the venerable 
G o l d m a n  S a c h s  E c o n o m i c  
Research puts it, there are more 
BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India and 
China) stories out there, and 
Bangladesh has been identified as 
one of the Next-11 countries with 
BRIC-like potential. 

Goldman Sachs forecasts that 
Bangladesh will turn into the 22nd 
largest economy in the world by 
2025, with a GDP of $ 208 billion. 
This forecast was based on roughly 
5% growth. However, we believe 
that the Bangladesh economy is 
going to achieve a much faster 
growth through its persistent reform 
programs. 
In the table below, we will see how 
Bangladesh stands in the Next-11 
group of countries:
Bangladesh stands on a good 
platform for economic development, 
relative to other Next-11 countries. 
Bangladesh's very respectable 
GDP growth rate of 6.7% is only 
behind that of Vietnam's. Deciding 
how closely Bangladesh might be a 
candidate for being a major econ-
omy highlights the importance of 
getting growth conditions right. 

T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  
Bangladesh is currently performing 
well, and the near-term outlook 
looks quite favourable. The big 
question is whether it can keep 

growing over a longer period i.e. till 
2025, or even 2050 for that matter. 
The determinants of growth condi-
tions for Bangladesh and other 
similar economies can be divided 
into five basic areas:
l Macro-economic stability -- 

Inflation; government deficit; 
external debt

l Macro-economic conditions -- 
Investment rates; openness of the 
economy

l Technological capabilities -- 
Penetration of PCs; phones; 
internet

l Human capital -- Education; life 
expectancy

l Political conditions -- Political 
stability; rule of law; corruption

Bangladesh has done fairly well in 
terms of macro-economic stability 
so far. Inflation has remained single 
digit despite multiple international 
shocks, and the level of external 
debt is low compared to its peer 
countries. 

However, Bangladesh needs to 
improve on the government deficit, 
which is roughly 4% of GDP now, 
and this is on the higher side when 
compared with the other Next-11 
countries. 

For macro-economic conditions, 
related parameters such as foreign 
direct investments, openness of the 
economy as denoted by the level of 
e x p o r t s  a n d  i m p o r t s  e t c . ,  
Bangladesh is yet to catch up with 
the other countries. South Korea, 
Mexico, Turkey, Indonesia and 
Vietnam have done very well in 
attracting FDI as well as opening up 
their economies. 

Vietnam's export is in the range of 
$ 40 billions, which is nearly four 

times that of Bangladesh. However, 
because of Bangladesh's compara-
tive advantage in labour cost, and 
the relatively better level of educa-
tion, it should be able to catch up 
with appropriate and proactive 
policies.

We have learned from our neigh-
bouring country, India, how techno-
logical capabilities can take a coun-
try towards global leadership. South 
Korea is another example of a 
technology-led development story. 
In Bangladesh, penetration of PCs, 
phones and internet is still at a 
rudimentary stage. 

However, the spread of cell 
phones has been phenomenal in 
this country. They connect the 
remotest parts of the country with 
the rest. Acceptance of cell phone 
technology by the large population 
of the country is definitely a very 
encouraging trend for the economy.

Bangladesh has made remark-
able progress in developing human 
capital. Rate of literacy has gone up 
substantially over the years, thanks 
to the relentless efforts of all the 
governments and international 
development partners. On the other 
hand, life expectancy is at par with 
most of its peer countries. In devel-
opmen t  o f  human  cap i t a l ,  
Bangladesh will remain an example 
to be followed for other developing 
countries. 

Growth conditions are not similar 
for all countries. For some coun-
tries, growth comes from interna-
tional trade, for some it comes from 
foreign investments, for some it is 
from using natural endowments, 
and for some it can even be nurtur-
ing of its agriculture. 

Bangladesh is in a uniquely 
advantageous position because its 
growth can materialize from a 
combination of factors, rather than 
over-concentration in one or a 
couple of aspects. For example, 
Middle-Eastern countries cannot 
survive without oil export, the 
Philippines without remittance, 
Vietnam without exports and Turkey 
without FDI.

Bangladesh should strive to 
achieve a balanced growth by 
fostering growth of its agriculture, 
capitalize on its skilled labour by 
focusing on higher value-added 
garment exports, increase remit-
tance flow by continuously sending 
its skilled people abroad and create 
a safe and predictable investment 

climate that encourages both 

domestic and foreign investors. 

It is not hard to achieve the 

above-mentioned balanced growth 

if there is political stability, rule of law 

and eradication of corruption. With 

the current initiatives in this direc-

tion, growth does not look too far for 

our beloved Bangladesh. Good luck 

to balanced economic growth in 

Bangladesh, good luck to its democ-

racy and its extremely resilient 

people.

The writer is a banker.

The  Next-11

"

 Country GDP  GDP  Market  Growth Driver Sovereign 
  ($Bn) Growth Cap (% of GDP)  Rating
1 South Korea 886 5.0% 93% Exports, FDI A+
2 Mexico 849 4.8% 86% Exports, FDI BBB
3 Turkey 391 5.2% 46% FDI BB-
4 Indonesia 353 5.4% 38% FDI BB-
5 Iran 182 5.0% 21% Exports  B+
6 Pakistan 127 6.3% 41% Exports, Remittance B+
7 Philippines 117 5.4% 63% Exports, Remittance BB
8 Nigeria 116 4.2% 30% Exports BB-
9 Egypt 112 5.6% 214% Exports, Tourism BB+
10 Bangladesh 62 6.7% 7% Exports, Remittance NA
11 Vietnam 61 8.2% 23% Exports, FDI BB-

PAUL MASON

H
AVING spent so much of 

my life travelling I often 

have to watch sport by 

replay, as has been the case during 

the group stage of this World Cup.  It 

seems my local provider thinks little 

of the match-ups so far -- certainly 

not enough to provide much live 

coverage.  

But I was appalled to see that I 

would have to wait to watch the 

Tigers take on India many hours 

after the fact.  That undeserved 

"minnow" label coming into play 

again. 

It goes without saying that if you 

are forced to watch replays -- you 

have to do so without knowing the 

score.  So I plugged my ears for 

what seemed like an age until I was 

finally able to settle into the sofa and 

wait for the toss.  I had been banking 

on something of a corker. And did 

the lads deliver! 

In my last piece I spoke of the 

early morning conditions and the 

chance of some movement early on. 

So, I was a little surprised that 

Dravid chose to have a bat.  Post 

match he admitted to being a little 

"surprised" by the pitch.  But to put 

India's loss down to a poor decision 

is to belittle what actually took place.  

We witnessed the glory of youth, 

unfazed by the occasion, playing 

their natural game to the best of their 

ability. And most promising of all, 

this was a real team effort.

Mashrafe was inspired, and his 

spells at the start and death were 

impeccable. He led the attack and 

fully deserved his man of the match 

award.  Razzak's dismissal of 

Tendulkar was a classic -- brought 

about by an astute change in pace.  

His dance following each wicket, 

arms pumping, will give Monty 

Panesar a run for his money, and is 

set to be the celebration of the 

tournament.

I thought Bashar used his bowl-

ers well, bringing them on at the 

right moments, and kept the pres-

sure firmly on India throughout.  A 

quick check of Statsguru confirms 

this: the Tigers sent down 199 dot 

balls in all -- therefore, India faced a 

staggering 33.1 overs in which they 

couldn't score a run. 

The Tigers looked equally sharp 

in the field, pouncing on everything 

they could, and diving repeatedly at 

the boundary rope in an effort to 

keep the ball in. 20-30 runs were 

saved in the field by my count.  This 

is a team high on confidence.

As tight as Bangladesh were with 

the ball and in the field, India were 

sloppy: dropping catches and 

bowling too much loose stuff.  But 

again, credit lies with Bangladesh's 

batsmen: they gave the bad balls 

the treatment they deserved with a 

real sense of relish.  

Tamim was the pick for me -- his 

53-ball half century with nine bound-

aries came as a slap in the face to 

the Indians, you could see heads 

slumping from the onslaught.  That 

Saqib and Mushfiqur also reached 

their 50s is encouraging for future 

games.  Average age of the three: 

18, total matches played: 35.  

Cracking stuff.

I will mention the two unneces-

sary stumpings late in the innings -- 

given the required run rate, but that 

is nit picking, really. (Bashar you 

should know better.) 

Overall it was a great spectacle, 

and I curse my satellite provider. 

The command the Tigers displayed 

made this victory less of an upset, 

and more a win by a team who were 

in total control from start to finish.  It 

was a triumph of youthful exuber-

ance over bewildered campaigners. 

The second round is now well within 

grasp.  

Prior to the game, a grieving 

Bangladesh said they would try to 

honour fallen cricketers Manjural 

Islam and Sajjadul Hasan with their 

deeds in the field.  With this win, the 

Tigers have been true to their word 

and have given their friends a fitting 

epitaph. Take a bow.

IN FRONT OF THE BOX

Take a bow, Bangladesh
JALAL ALAMGIR

O far, two things have driven 

S public support for the care-
taker government: its "war" 

on corruption, and its penchant for 
quick, dramatic decision-making. 

Now, I have serious issues with 
the "war" metaphor that our top 
brass loves to invoke. But let me 
hold my tongue on that for another 
day. For now, it's safe to say that the 
anti-corruption drive has been a 
success. It has exposed the gargan-
tuan extent to which BNP leaders 
looted the country. It has put away 
some of them behind bars. It has 
recovered some stolen stuff, and 
promises much more in future. 

While some battles have been 
won, the war itself, the bigger enter-
prise, is in peril. This enterprise is to 
restore trust and fairness in public 
democratic institutions. And the real 
danger to that is not from anti-
government conspiracies; it's in the 
government's fondness for making 
quick decisions behind closed 
doors. 

Sure, many of these decisions 
have been exciting and entertain-
ing: midnight arrests of politicians; 
the decree to submit wealth state-
ments in 72 hours; the freezing of 
bank accounts; the demolition of 
billboards and slums; and the 
threats of tough, decisive action 
against hoarding.

But each of these has proven to 
be a problem later on. 

The Anti-Corruption Commission 
had to extend the 72-hour deadline, 
which the ACC secretary had ini-
tially vowed was not negotiable.

The High Court has begun to order 
the government to not freeze accounts 
of certain individuals. It has already 
declared half of the high-profile 
detentions to be without legal basis. 
Expect more such verdicts.

The government was forced to 
withdraw its demolition drive after 
slum-dwellers began to resist and 
even fight back the black-clad police 
and the bulldozers. 

Most recently, the government had 
to retract its tough stance against 
hoarding and fuzzy business prac-
tices, after it realized that prices have 
been climbing too high and too fast. 
Although the CTG would like to think 
that pro-BNP businesses are trying to 
punish it, the more likely cause is that 
supply has simply decreased because 
few entrepreneurs are willing to take 
risks.

Indeed, one may be forgiven to 
think that despite all the drama, the 
backdrop for economic and political 
risk has not changed yet.

For honest businesses, earlier 
there was chadabaji (extortion), 
now risk of arbitrary seizure by new 
laws. For honest political citizens 
(yes, they exist), earlier there was 
unilateral decision-making by party 
leaders; now there is unilateral 
decision-making by a highly central-
ized caretaker authority.

So CTG finds itself in an interest-
ing dilemma: despite its strongly 
pro-investment rhetoric and open 
embrace for foreign ventures, it has 
had little actual success in stimulat-
ing investment, either domestic or 
foreign. Imports are falling, as are 
banking transactions including LCs, 
and there are hushed worries 
among some bankers about an 
impending financial crisis.

Wasn't the anti-corruption drive 
supposed to reassure business? 

The problem is not the drive itself, 
but the uncertainty inherent in 
passing laws in an arbitrary manner. 
Such laws have been plentiful in the 
past two months. They have all 
been made without any transpar-
ency whatsoever. And with little to 
no public warning they have been 
imposed on businesses, with draco-
n i a n  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  n o n -
compliance.

A similar situation looms in our 
political arena. Just like it is not 
possible to spur investment without 
ensuring predictability in the busi-
ness environment, it is also not 
possible to spur democratic politics 
without ensuring the fundamental 
rights that forms the basis of a liberal 
political environment. 

Decisions that affect the basic 
rights of every citizen have been 
made in an extremely non-
transparent way, and enforced by an 
authority that is unaccountable to the 
public. Not only that, the CTG has 

been increasingly closing off a citi-
zen's recourse to the judiciary 
against arbitrary action by the state. 

The most controversial provi-
sions of the SPA (Special Powers 
Act) have been revived, giving the 
police the authority to not just detain 
but conduct summary trials outside 
regular legal confines. The ACC had 
earlier restricted citizens' options to 
appeal its decisions in a higher 
court. Now it wants the power to 
arrest without warrant anyone it 
suspects and then deny bail, 
bypassing the courts system. The 
newly created National Security 
Council will likely be given sweeping 
powers to also detain and prosecute 
people, again bypassing the judi-
ciary. 

These decisions, and the way 
they are being made, may earn the 
CTG convenient shortcuts in the 
near term, but they are damaging 
the prospects of establishing a 
political environment that is trans-
parent, accountable, accessible, 
and committed to protecting citizens 
from the abuse of power. Losing that 
"war" is a risk not worth taking just 
for the sake of shortcuts. 

Dr. Jalal Alamgir is Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Massachusetts, 
Boston.

Dilemmas of drama, trappings of 
transparency

SAAD S KHAN

N the northern and eastern 

O fringes of world's second 
l a r g e s t  f r e s h  w a t e r  

resource, Lake Victoria, sprawls the 
poor Uganda. Whenever this coun-
try's name reaches the newspapers 
headlines in the world outside, it is 
usually for one bad reason or the 
other. 

First, it was the brutal reign of Idi 
Amin, the self-proclaimed field 
marshal, who vied with his contem-
porary Pol Pot, head of the Khmer 
Rouge regime in Cambodia, in 
killing his own citizens. The box 
office, like the latest Hollywood hit 
"The last king of Scotland," can 
never do justice to the horrors that 
Amin perpetrated in real life, in the 
decade of the seventies.

Idi Amin, the tyrant, belonged to 
the minority Muslim community of 
Uganda, but after his ascension he 
turned to the Muslim world to seek 
support in order to compensate for 
his weak political base at home. 

His identification of his Christian 
majority country with the community 
of Muslim states, through admitting 
Uganda to the Organization of 
Islamic Conference (OIC), did not 
go well with his nation. But it did help 
him find a refuge when he was 
overthrown in 1979 by forces loyal 
to Milton Obote, the president he 
had earlier displaced and later was 
replaced by. 

Sudan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
had all offered him, and his 
believed-to-be 44 or so wives and 

numerous kids, political asylum. 
From 1979, when Tanzanian forces 
backed the rebels to overthrow him, 
to his death in 2003, Amin and his 
family enjoyed lavish hospitality at 
different times from Khartoum, 
Cairo and Jeddah. 

The international criminal justice 
system against former heads of 
state is a fairly recent development, 
of the past five years or so. Amin 
evaded justice for crimes against 
humanity, but the turmoil which he 
left behind in his country is yet to be 
cleared. 

Interestingly, however, Uganda 
never left the OIC, and remains an 
active member even today, more 
than three decades after the tyrant 
was deposed. For one, the 
Ugandans want to retain their 
leverage in face of multiple rivalries 
with Sudan, which is an OIC mem-
ber. And Ugandans do not want to 
leave a diplomatic arena open for 
Sudan to castigate Uganda in. 

Secondly, Uganda does not want 
to lose the occasional help that the 
richer Muslim states occasionally 
give to their disadvantaged peers of 
the OIC. Thirdly, Uganda is in a 
region where several other coun-
t r i e s ,  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s  l i k e  
Mozambique, Somalia, Sudan and 
Zanzibar, are or have been mem-
bers of the OIC. 

Lastly, on the eastern flanks of 
Africa, the general tolerance level 
be tween  t he  Mus l ims  and  
Christians is much more harmoni-
ous than in the west of the continent, 
like in Nigeria for instance. This 

does not mean, however, that there 
are no traces of religious extremism 
in East Africa.

Going back to Idi Amin's Uganda, 
one reaction by some hardliner 
Christian sects against his Muslim 
rule had been hardcore Christian 
fundamentalism. One particularly 
dangerous fallout, nay manifesta-
tion, of this extremist trend is the 
much-dreaded Lord's Resistance 
Army (LRA) in northern Uganda, 
which emerged many years after 
the fall of Idi Amin. 

Led by a shadowy figure, Joseph 
Kony, the LRA is notorious for kid-
napping children for its conscript 
army and then forcing them to 
commit atrocities against civilian 
population. LRA ostensibly wants 
Uganda to be ruled in accordance 
w i t h  t h e  B i b l i c a l  T e n  
Commandments. They are ready to 
do what it takes for the purpose, 
including maiming, raping and 
sodomizing fellow Christians of the 
northern villages.

It is not unlike Idi Amin, whose ire 
was sometimes directed against 
fellow Muslims. Like when he whim-
sically and suddenly expelled the 
Ugandan business community of 
South Asian and Indian descent, 
almost all of them Muslims citizens 
of Uganda for three generations; 
religion was no bar to Amin's ruth-
lessness.

Coming back to LRA's twenty 
years war, it has already killed 
80,000 people and carried out 
20,000 kidnappings. Add to the tally 
another 1.6 million people displaced 

and 30,000 women raped. Almost 
all of the victims were Christian, and 
all too in the name of Jesus. What a 
shame! It is rape that is a major 
contributory factor to Uganda's 
becoming one of the largest HIV 
positive countries in the region.

The truce agreement of last year, 
a respite for the war weary nation, 
expired last Wednesday. The sides 
failed to agree on an indefinite 
extension. The main sticking point is 
the international arrest warrants, 
issued by the International Criminal 
Court in 2005, against Kony and five 
other accomplices for war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. 

Kony, of course, denies cutting 
people's ears and noses off, tortur-
ing people with hot iron bars, letting 
loose his soldiers to sodomize 
young boys and rape girls in front of 
their near and dear ones. He can 
probably shoot his biblical ideas into 
the brains of innocent compatriots, 
but cannot shoot his way out of the 
clutches of the international justice 
system. 

His problem is that the ICC is not 
the name of a poor villager, and that 
an international institution does not 
succumb to blackmail. The ICC 
wants him to prove his innocence in 
the court of law, after uncondition-
ally surrendering himself to the 
authorities.

Yoweri Musoweni, the incumbent 
ruler of Uganda, meanwhile, has 
more in his international agenda 
bag than for his own country. He is 
leading a drive to form an East 
African Community (EAC) with his 

own country and Tanzania and 
Kenya, which will have a common 
flag, common passport and com-
mon currency. 

He also remains busy in helping 
secession in Southern Sudan, 
sending troops to unseat Kabila in 
neighbouring Congo, and fiddling in 
the complicated and bloody politics 
of Rwanda.

In his country, his interests are 
restricted to manipulating referen-
dums, getting "popular endorse-
ments" for his "no-party state" in 
2000 and somersaulting to "multi-
party democracy" mandate in 2005, 
lifting constitutional bars on himself 
to contest elections as many times 
as he fancies, and getting his wife 
"elected" to public offices.

He would do well to concentrate 
his energies on the HIV aids problem, 
extreme poverty, pollution and drying 
up of Lake Victoria (on which the 
livelihood of 30 million people in the 
three neighbouring countries directly 
depends), and on putting his foot 
down for not  letting the LRA crimi-
nals go scot-free. 

The Writer is an Oxford-published Cambridge-
educated widely read analyst on politics of the 
Muslim world.

Uganda: Beyond Lake Victoria

Growth conditions are not similar for all countries. For some countries, growth comes 
from international trade, for some it comes from foreign investments, for some it is 
from using natural endowments, and for some it can even be nurturing of its 
agriculture. Bangladesh is in a uniquely advantageous position because its growth 
can materialize from a combination of factors, rather than over-concentration in one 
or a couple of aspects. 

BOBBY RAMAKANT

HE state of West Bengal in 

T India has waged a war 
against farmers with an 

intention of occupying their farmland, 
fishponds, homes and hearths. In 
spite of the rhetorical statements by 
the Chief Minister of WB that he 
would consult and convince the 
people, the State government claim-
ing to be leftist by ideology, has 
resorted to brutal and barbaric way of 
using police force and party cadres to 
attack the unarmed, non-violent 
farmers, fishers, labourers and 
artisans in the district of East 
Midnapore for grabbing their land. 14 
people, all villagers, were reported to 
be killed. Civil society organizations 
claim there are more than 50 dead so 
far in the mindless frenzy unleashed 
by police and administration on 
people of Nandigram. 

The people from generations old 
communities who have a golden 
history of freedom movement and 
martyrdom are being not only forced 
but killed by the "free Indian state" 
which is shameful for the Indian 
democracy and its people. Imposition 
of industrialization, with or without 
SEZ (Special Economic Zone), as 
also real estate-development, is to kill 
farm land and farming as a way of life. 

This brutal attack is being con-
demned by civil society organizations 
across India, and also expatriates 
with forums as those of Daily South 
Asian and AID India flooded with 
outcry to lobby pressure for action 
and justice. "CPM must be compelled 

to stop murdering farmers immedi-
ately and held accountable. Such 
state fascism and corporate war 
against people can't and must not be 
tolerated," said noted social activist 
Medha Patkar. 

Medha continues to add that there 
is going to be a demonstration in 
Delhi beginning on March 19 in 
support of all people's movements 
against displacement in India. The 
charter of demands include:
l That the Union of India and UPA 

through the PM, Sonia Gandhi and 
others must immediately intervene 
and use various restraining mea-
sures in their hands to compel the 
CPM government to stop the 
murderous attack.

l Legal action must be taken against 
all responsible for the killings 
including the CM, West Bengal.

l That the National Human Rights 
Commission will send a team for 
urgent enquiry and take action. We 
assert that SEZ Act should be 
repealed and projects with conflict 
between the state and the people 
should be put on immediate hold 
across the country. 

l An enactment on development 
planning, based on the draft sub-
mitted to the National Advisory 
Council under the Chairmanship of 
Sonia Gandhi should be taken for 
consultation with people's move-
ments and approval. 
The West Bengal state stands 

charged with culpable homicide in 
Nandigram. The people's demands 
included:
l Immediate police withdrawal from 

Nandigram.

l Police officers be held accountable 

for the massacre.

l Judicial enquiry into the massacre 

be conducted immediately.

l Due punishment be meted out to 

offenders.

l Public apology by the CPM.

l Halt land acquisition right now.

l Repeal the SEZ act that has already 

caused so much blood shed. 

It is a shame that police administra-

tion and our elected representatives 

continue to thwart people's struggles 

and instead of protecting democratic 

rights of our people, they are overtly 

active in protecting vested interests 

of corporations. 

Another noted social activist and 

Magsaysay Awardee 2002 Dr 

Sandeep Pandey reasserts that 

"industrialization is not an alternative 

t o  ag r i cu l t u re " .  Even  p ro -

industrialists need food to eat, not 

machines. 

Let's hope that people who feel 

they are not "affected" by the 

Nandigram Satyagrah, will hear the 

alarm bells communities on the 

frontlines have already sounded. The 

time to wake up is running out.

 

Bobby Ramakant is a senior development 

journalist in India.

Alarm bells ring in Nandigram
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