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Obaidul Karim venture inflicts
huge loss on Sonargaon Hotel

Highly overpriced renovation work left abandoned since January

MD HASAN

Revenue earnings of Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel have nose dived
due to a mess created by now
absconding Obaidul Karim's com-
pany Accom Engineering Ltd,
which recently abandoned the
hotel's astronomically overpriced
renovationwork.

The immediate pasl four-party
alliance government's favourite
Orion Group's sister concern
Accom Engineering Ltd was
awarded the contract of the hotel's
renovation work in October 2005
although the company should not
havequalifiedfor thejob.

Since Obaidul Karim had gone
into hidingin January toavoid arrest
in connection with embezzlement
of Tk 600 crore from Oriental Bank,
the poorly progressing renovation
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PHOTO: STAR
The boarders of Sonargaon Pan Pacific Hotel in Dhaka are denied swimming facility as development work of the lone
swimming pool there has remained suspended halfway.

Ot joy and pain

MoHAMMAD ISAM

Two countries woke up on Sunday
in contrasting moods that repli-
caied in their tremendous emo-
tional outburst. After Bangladesh
crushed their gigantic neighbour
India by five wickets in the World
Cup far away at Trinidad and
Tobago, the reaction from the win-

AFP, Kingston

Pakistan crickit
coach Bon |
Woolmer died 1
hospital hero
yesterday aft
being founu
unconscious o the floor of his
World Cup hotel room, an official
confirmed.

Woolmer, who was born in
Kanpur, Indiawas 58 years old.

‘from the West Indies:

- England,
. Australia
. stay on track

Svun‘m REPORTER

- World champions Australia and

. England stayed on course for vic-

ners and losers of the cricket match
maiched each other’s in being at its
best.

While the dawn broke in :
Bangladesh with joyous celebration
inevery nook and comerwithpeople :
distributing sweets, spraying col-
oured water and displaying patrio-
tism at its best with spontancous
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PJ. Mir, Pakistan's media man- :
ager, told TV channel ARYONE :
"Bob :
Woolmer has passed away. I am just
speaking from the hospital and all :
ihe team managementisalsoatthe :
hospital.

"Doctors have pronounced Bob
Woolmerdead. He haspassedaway :
anditis very shocking news to all of :
the team and the team manage- :
ment.
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. tory in their second matches of the
¢ CricketWorld Cupin the Caribbean
: yesterday.

Defending a huge 358 for live

. builtaround a 204-run partnership

between Brad Hodge (123) and

Michael Clarke (93 not out) for the
; fourth wicket, Australia reduced
: Holland to 113-8 after 23 overs in

their Group A matchin St Kitts,
Glenn McGrath scalped his 50th

S World Cup victim for Australia,

' Bob Weolmerpasses away

by 203 runs,

who beaticotland in their opener

Smarting from a six-wicket

: defeat to New Zealand, England

were closing in on their first win in

. Group C against Canada, who
: reached 110-4 in 26 over while

chasing 280 to win at the
Beausejour Cricket Ground in St

. Lucia. Ashif Mulla (18) and Abdool

Samad (26), who added 45 runs for
the unbroken fifth wicket, were at
crease,

Australia looked unsettled fora

: brie I'pl_rmd when theylostopeners
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Jamaat loyalty
taken in writing
from aspiring
CU teacher

CU CORRESPONDENT

A Chittagong University teacher
yesterday alleged that a few
Jamaat-e-Islami backed teachers
took an undertaking assuring to
makehimateacher of the univer-
sity twayears back.

The teacher, Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman, who later
became a lecturer of
Anthropology departmenton the
basis of merit, approached to a
visiting team of the University
Grants Commission with the
allegation.

He tried to submit a formal
allegation but failed to get an
appointment from the team,
sourcessaid.

According to Ashrafuzzaman,
the undertaking given on a Tk 50
stamp (no Pha-2094964) on June
7, 2005 read, "I, Mohammad
Ashraluzzaman, hercby vow that
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B1D To HIKE GOVT REVENUE

Body to review deals
with mobile operators

SHARIER KHAN

The government yesterday formed
a five-member committee to see if
the agreements with mobile phone
service operators could be
amended to increase the govern-
ment's take in their revenues to 15
percent from the existing 5.5 per-
cent.

The committee, headed by
Director of Signal Corps Division of
the Bangladesh Army Brig Gen
Rafiqul Islam, will also review
performances of the mobile phone
operators with a view to helping
them inerease job opportunities
for citizens.

The committee, which includes
a system analyst from the office of
the chicf adviser to the carctaker
government, will also look into
financial aspects and marketmech-
anisms for the operators to float
shares in the local securities mar-
ket,

Sources said the overall govern-
ment earnings from mobile phone
operators could reach Tk 10,000

crore ayearif the revenuesharingis
increasedto 15 percent.

The committee will file its
report on April 2, the sources said.

Other members of the commit-
tee are high officials from
Bangladesh Telecom Regulatory
Authority (BTRC), the telecom
ministry, and Securities Exchange
Commission.

The committee was formed
following an inter-ministerial
meeting at the telecom ministry to
discuss how Bangladesh- can

address some national interest™|

issues in the maobile phone sector.
The meeting was attended among
others by representatives from the
Association of Mobile Phone
Operators.

Meeting sources said the gov-
emment is unhappy in general
with the mobile phone operators’
level of contribution to the direct
job market.

At the meeting, a representative
of the mobile phone operators’
association gave a picture of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

ECOND EDITION

ar

Today's issue 24 pages

SAFAR 28, 1428 Hmu

TK 1CR EXTORTION

Charges pressed.
against Tarique

STArF CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday pressed charges
against Tarique Rahman, eldest
son of former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, and his close aide
Mian Nuruddin Apu in connection
with a case filed for extorting Tk 1
crore from a construction firm
owner.

The charges of extortion
brought against Tarique and Apu
were primarily proved and they
should be tried under the Speedy
Trial (Law and Order Disruption)
Act, the investigation officer (10) of
the casesaid inthe charge sheet.

Tarique, also senior joint secre-
tary general of BNE allegedly used
to pull rank on the administration
and always seemed beyond the
reach of law enforcers during the
BNP-Jamaat government'srule.

He was arrested at his mother’s
cantonment residence in a mid-

AJall offmal tries lu prevent Zoba:da Rahman, mfe ol Tarique Rahman, from '

night raid on March 8 and is nowin :
Dhaka Central Jail while Apu is still

atlarge.

Earlier during a four-day :

remand, the Joint Interrogation
Cell (JIC) extensively grilled

Tarique about the exiortion case :

and other allegations of graft and
extortion allegedly carried out by

him, hisfriends and sidekicksatthe :

BNP chairperson's party office

Hawa Bhaban at Banani, sources ;

said.
10 Sub-Inspector Mahbub :
Morshed submitted the charge :

sheet to the court of Chief :

Meitropolitan Magistrate (CMM),

Dhaka vesterday afternoon, show- -

ing 12 people as prosecution wit- ;
nesses. The investigation had been -

completed in seven workdays as -
per provision of the Speedy Trial ;

Acl.

The 10 said he had visited the :
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 |

being photographed as she was going to meet the detained BNP leader at

Dhaka Central Jail yesterday.

: Wife, brother
meet Tarique
in jail

: STAFF CORRESPDNDBNT

! Tarique Rahman's wife Zobaida
. Rahman, his younger brother
* Arafat Rahman and a cousin met
himatthejail yesterday.

The three went to the jail
- around 4:15pm with a home
: ministry order for the jail author-
: ity to allow them to meet with
: Tarique, Deputy Inspector
: General (Prisons) Maj Shamsul
: Haider Siddique told The Daily
. Starlastnight.

:  No one can meet a detained
: personwithout such order.
Tarique's relatives stayed for
. around 25 minutes and talked to

him in a room adjacent to the jail
: superintendent's office. While
leaving, they gave Tarique a flask,
- jailsources said.

Earlier on March 13, Zobaida,
. Arafat and another person met
himat the jail.

Tarique did not- make any
complaint to them about the jail
: authority's services, Maj Shamsul
said, adding that Tarique has
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'ACC won't rush
in netting next
graft suspects

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission

(ACC) doesnotwishto rushinwithout
! adequate appreciation of the situa-
tionwhilenettinggraft suspects.

"We shall have to proceed witha
moderate pace, because there are
issues of public predicament and
proper investigation,” ACC
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Ex-BNP MP of
| Sherpur, Dulu's
close aide held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The army-led joint forces arrested
ex-BNP lawmaker from Sherpur-3
| constituency Mahmudul Hagq

Rubel from his West Kafrul resi-

¢' dence in the capital yesterday

morning.

The crack forces also arrested
Rubel's younger brother Mahbubul
Alam Rupam, a contractor, during

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

THETIGERS ROARED
AND
THE HEAVYWEIGHTS CAME TUMBLING DOWN

Congratulations Tigers
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FAIZEE'S REMOVAL
Supreme Judicial
Council might
be formed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Supreme Judicial Council is likely
to be formed soon to resolve the
issue of controversial High Court
(HC) Tudge Faisal Mahmud Faizee
who has yet to resign despite can-
cellation of his LLB certificate.

"We are seriously thinking of
forming a Supreme Judicial
Council against him,” Law Adviser
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Ban on indoor
politics may
go in 3 months

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Law and Information Adviser
Barrister Mainul Hosein vesterday
said the government might lift a
ban on indoor politics within three
months,

“We will lift ban on indoor poli-
lics as carly as possible, probably
within two and a half or three
months, as discussions between
the Election Commission and the
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MOHIUDDIN'S FATE
Govt expects
response from
US by tomorrow

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

The government expects to hear a
response from the United States by
Tuesday regarding the deportation
of AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed, who is
condemned to death for the kill-
ings of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and most of his

| family.

The US government will inform
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

< ASAUNIVERSITY BANGLA

ASA

UMIVERGITY
HANGLATFE BH

Major in Marketing, Finance, Accounting, Management, HRM, MIS

(Government & UGC Ap ro

PROGRAMS

BBA

Major in Marketing, Finance, Accounting, Management, HRM, MIS

MBA (Regular)

Major in Marketing, Finance, Accounting, Management, HRM, MIS

MBA (Executive)

4-Year LLE

{Hons)

4-Year BA (Hons) in English

ADMISSION ELIGIBILITY

Students passed SSC and HSC examinations in Science/Commerce/Arts or
equivalent group obtaining at least two 2nd divisions or minimum GPA 2.5
or equivalent examinations may apply for admission. For A level students, at
least 5 subjects in O level with minimum GPA 2.0 (in the scale of 5) and 2
subjects in A level with minimum GPA 2.0 (in the scale of 5) are required.

ADMISSION OFFICE OPEN EVERYDAY

Application Form will be available from March 19, 2007 to May 02, 2007

Admission Test:

BBA, LLB (Hons), ENGLISH (Hons): May 03, 2007 at 10:00 am

MBA: May 04, 2007 at 6:00 pm

CLASSES WILL START ON MAY 21, 2007

SPECIAL TUITION WAIVER

“ 15% to 100% waiver for meritorious students on the basis of

HSC result :

CGPA 4.00 - 4.24 :

15%

CGPA 4.25 - 4.49 : 25%
CGPA 4.50 - 4.74 : 50%

CGPA 4.75 - 5.00 ;
25% waiver for the students of same family, spouse
Special waiver for ASA's members, staff and their children

100%

o Special waiver based on semester result
[ ]

Special need-based waiver

SPECIAL FEATURES OF ASAUB

Modern, spacious Class Rooms and other facilities with central AC
Rich library and computer lab

All MBA Faculty Members are PhD holders
Faculty members with teaching experiences of famous North

American, European and other universities
¢ Credit transfer facilities in European, North American and

Australian universities.
* Affordable Tuition Fees
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