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STEPS' GENDER AND COMMUNICATION FAIR

Promoting gender equality,
human rights and
good governance

MOON MOON SULTANA

The first ever 'Gender and
Communication Fair' was held at
city's Chhayanaut Sangskriti
Bhaban in the city with a view to
promote gender equality, human
rights and good governance
through different communication
tools.

Steps Towards Development
(Steps), an NGO, has taken the
initiative to popularise different
forms of communication as effective
means to raise awareness among
people about gender equality on the
occasion of 'International Women's
Day'".

Britt F Hagstrom, Swedish
Ambassador to Bangladesh, inau-
gurated the three-day fair holding
the theme "social communication
for social change" on March 6.

Speaking as the chief guest
Hagstrom said gender equality is
one of the central components of the
Swedish policy for global develop-
ment since it is strongly linked to
sustainable development and pro-
poor growth inany society.

She stressed the need for high-
lighting success story of women
empowerment, messages about
justice and good governance
through media campaign.

Ranjan Karmakar, Executive
Director of Steps, said that there are
many traditional and cultural prac-
tices, which can be used as effective
means of communication.

The fair aimed at popularising
communication tools addressing
different social issues including

The fair aimed at popularising communication
tools addressing different social issues includ-
ing gender equality and child rights like pot
painting for example through which contribution
of women to the development of the nation can
easily be highlighted, he said. "Not necessarily
the sophisticated means of communication
including documentary and reporting always
work, but some unusual materials like ‘rickshaw
painting' can be an effective way to disseminate
the message in the society,” he added

gender equality and child rights like
pot painting for example through
which contribution of women to the
development of the nation can
easily be highlighted, he said.

"Not necessarily the sophisti-
cated means of communication
including documentary and report-
ing always work, but some unusual
materials like 'rickshaw painting' can
be an effective way to disseminate
the message in the society," he
added.

Karmakar mentioned some
seven communication tools focused
in the fair including painting, rick-
shaw painting, slide show, poster,
cartoon, photography and pot

painting.

These tools highlighted violence
against women, women's human
rights, child rights, gender and
governance, women and education
and women's contribution in
national development.

He claimed that the fair could
attract the attention of people of all
strata. "The visitors expressed
surprise the way different social
issues are addressed through some
unusual tools of communication,” he
said.

Besides, the presence of coun-
try's distinguished personalities and
their discussions in the seminars
helped chalk out further action plan,

he added.

Karmakar expressed hope that
Steps would organise this sort of fair
in 20 more districts by the end of this
year and bring out more local com-
munication tools in disseminating
messages.

Atotal of 42 organisations includ-
ing Acid Survivors Foundation,
Action Aid Bangladesh, Asia
Foundation, Hunger Project
Bangladesh, Brac, D-Net, Unicef,
Women for Women, Nari Pakkha
and DemocracyWatch took part in
thefair.

Young man returns
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Within a short time, the business
partners cheated Edris and a
frustrated Edris became totally
dependentondrugs.

"I started with little, but in
course of time | started taking at
least 35 to 40 Pathedrine shots,
several bottles of Phensidyl and
huge quantities of Heroin on a
daily basis," he said. "The drugs
damaged my health so severely
that internal bleeding become a
regular phenomenon in my life."

"My family confined me to the
house or to police custody sev-
eral times. They even took me to
hospitals three times for treat-
ment, but nothing could help me
overcome the addiction. |
became a monster in the world of
addiction," he said.

He made promises several
times touching his mother and his
wife that he would not take drug,
butfailed to keep the promise.

One day in the year 2000 the
miracle happened in the life of
this confused young man. His 7-
year-old son Imran made a
shocking request to him. After

little Imran found his father taking
Heroin, he asked his father to let
him have some of the drugs too.

"l was taking Heroin in the
bathroom and my elder son
Imran discovered me there. He
requested me to share it with him.
Itwas a shocking request. | could-
n't stop taking Heroin right away,
butthe nextday | gave up drugs. |
did notlook back ever since. | don
not know why, but something
happened inside me after that
incident,” he said.

Edris then started an automo-
bile sticker and parts business
without having any capital. His
innovative ideas and hard labour
made him successful in the busi-
ness. He now owns three shops
and workshops where at least 15
workers are employed.

His wife Rosy Begum said to
Star City, "lt's a story of hate,
oppression and harassment for
me and although there was no
ray of hope, | survived with my
firm belief that some day | would
find him by my side."

Edris was so out of control that
he even beat up his mother and

to life

his wife and snatched their gold
ornaments.

On several occasions, Rosy's
parents advised her to leave
Edris. Despite poverty, negli-
gence, physical assault and
humiliation by neighbours, Rosy
refused to leave her husband

She said there had been days
when she had to pick up intoxi-
cated Edris lying almost uncon-
scious in sewerage or at filthy
places in slums. His old friends
left him after he got addicted, but
he made new addict friends. His
new friends turned out to be an
obstacle in his struggle to give up
drugs and they even threatened
him not to leave their circle of
drugabusers.

"We left behind those dark
days and now | got him beside me
as |l always dreamt of," Rosy said.

Dr Sarder Faruque, a medi-
cine specialist and a drug abuse
specialist trained by World
Health Organisation, told Star
City that Edris' case is an exam-
ple of overcoming high level of
drug abuse through the patient's
strong willpower.

Rajuk
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But instead of complying
with what they committed
with the government
authorities, they filed a writ
petition with the High
Court, which issued a
three-month injunction on
any demolition at the build-
ing.

Authorised officer of
Rajuk Shamsur Rahman
said, “We have so far faced
10-12 such cases of court
injunctions on taking
actions against the rule
violators.”

The HC bench issued the
injunction on February 13,
barring Rajuk demotion at
Rahmania Super Market.

Rajuk Magistrate ASM
Emdadud Dastagir said,
“Almas is the first instance
that has gone to court to
obtain injunction despite it
has given an undertaking
to rectify the deviations in
the building.”
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Despite massive drive throughout the city to ensure in-house car parking facilities some business houses in
Naya Paltan defy the authorities to display cars for sale on public pavements.
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Like Ahsan Ullah Hasan, many
DCC ward commissioners have
been avoiding public appear-
ances as well as any kind of
contact with the authorities,
leaving thousands of city dwell-
ers like Kawsar Ahmed in
immense sufferings.

Monowar Hossain Dipjol,
commissioner of DCC ward 9,
could not be found in his office at
11:00 am on March 11. His
personal assistant told this
correspondent that Dipjol was
last seen in his office during the
first week of January and he did
not know when the commis-
sioner might be back. "He is not
in the office and | have no idea
when he would be back."

Dipjol's personal assistant
also said he used to be respon-
sible for filling in various certifi-
cates and documents while the
commissioner used to sign
those. He however could not
give any satisfactory answer on
how he manages the office now
without the authorisation of his
superior.

When contacted, the family

ward 42 told this correspondent
that Selim Ullah was staying in
London for medical treatment.
Residents of that ward however
claimed that Selim Ullah had
been 'hiding"in his house.
Iftekhar Islam, secretary to
the ward commissioner, said he

of commissioner Selim Ullah of

attends the commissioner's
office from 9:00am to 1:00pm
and 7:00pm to 10:00pm every-
day. He also said around 100
people come to the office daily
for various reasons including
citizenship certificates, school
admissions, marriages, driving
licences and job opportunities.

"l haven't seen the commis-
sioner since January 11 and a
huge amount of work got piled
up since then," Islam said add-
ing, "While going on a leave, the
commissioners are supposed to
handover the responsibilities to
the secretary, but | was not given
that much responsibility at all.”

Munshi Bajlul Basid, com-
missioner of DCC ward 7, told
this correspondent that he has
been attending his office as
usual. "I do not know about the
other commissioners, but | am
available in my area and go to
the office everyday because
absence of the commissioner
would affect the ongoing devel-
opment work in the ward and
residents would suffer."

"Why they (other commis-
sioners) went into hiding would
be a question best answered by
them only," was Basid's
response when asked about the
reason that caused majority of
the commissioners to disap-
pear.

Ariful Islam, commissioner of
DCC ward 53, said, "l was in my

area during the 'Operation
Clean Heart'. | would never
neglect my responsibilities
under any circumstances as
politics is my creed rather than
justamere occupation”.

"The commissioners with
other agendas and a shady
track record are maintaining a
low profile. Besides that, many
other commissioners panicked
with the sudden declaration of
state of emergency and went
into hiding in the beginning, but
most of them have come back,"
he added.

Even though the female
commissioners are supposed to
have authorities similar to that of
their male counterparts and
should administer various local
government activities, female
commissioners alleged that the
responsibilities given to them
are only on papers.

"It is somewhat annoying to
have identical authorities (on
paper) with the male commis-
sioners, especially when we
have no authority in reality," said
Nasima Mannan, female com-
missioner of the reserved seat
11.

"There is only one female
commissioner for three DCC
wards and with most of the male
commissioners absent from
their offices, we -- the female
commissioners have been
getting more visitors and appli-

Activities in most Wards

cants lately," she added.

However, DCC Mayor
Sadeaque Hossain Khoka told
this correspondent that he did
not know how many commis-
sioners went into hiding. "The
fact that they are not in their
offices does not mean that they
are hiding because they are not
required to have office hours
and are not enforced to be in
their offices everyday," said
Khoka.

When asked if the DCC is
having any problem in adminis-
tering its wards due to the
absence of ward commission-
ers, Khoka said the commis-
sioners are supposed to be
present in the DCC board meet-
ings and also to participate in
different committee meetings at
the Nagar Bhaban as they are
members of the steering com-
mittee. "Since there haven't
been any meeting in the recent
past, we did not face any prob-
lem yet. Besides, the regional
offices in different wards also
can look after different develop-
ment projects in the wards with
the help of the female commis-
sioners," said Khoka.

"It is helpful to have the com-
missioners present since they
know their areas better and can
provide important information
on different problems in their
wards," he added.

D AGENCIES

Adcomm Ltd
9896600,9887665

Asiatic Marketing Communication
Ltd
9892768,9893303

Bitopi Advertising
91141121, 9115121

Expressions Ltd
9562380,9568326, 966481

Grey Advertising Bangladesh Ltd
8811541, 8827862, 9881689
Fax: 8811541

Interface Communications
9362624,8351148, Fax: 8314306

Interspeed Advertising
8810675, 9891859

Mattra
8317456, 9331057, Fax: 9330556

Media Comm Ltd
8861521 (9 lines)

Unitrend Ltd
9124380-4

A Positive Advertising Ltd
8856598-9, 8837751-2

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email:
dhaka.enquiries@bd.britishcouncil.org

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute

Advertising,Bank&markettiming
RT & CULTURALCENTERS

House 330B, Road 28 (Old),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery

House 58, Road 15A(New),
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd
95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax:
9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd
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8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax:
4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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