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Major currency exchange rates

 BC Sell TT Buy 

US dollar  69.40 68.05
Euro 92.66 87.73
Pound 135.57 129.80
Australian dollar 55.27 52.02
Japanese yen 0.60 0.57
Swiss franc  56.67 54.58
Swedish kroner  9.76 9.03
Canadian dollar  59.72 57.47
Hong Kong dollar 8.89 8.70
Singapore dollar  45.96 44.36
UAE dirham  19.05 18.38
Saudi riyal  18.66 18.01
Danish kroner 12.78 11.48
Kuwaiti dinar 236.68 233.75

Exchange rate of some currencies 

 Per USD BDT per
  Currency

Indian rupee 44.09 1.56
Pak rupee 60.71 1.13
Lankan rupee 109.07 0.63
Thai baht 32.93 2.09
Malaysian ringgit 3.50 19.61

USD forward rate against BDT 

 Buy Sell 

1 M 68.15 69.50

2 M 68.27 69.62

3 M 68.42 69.80

6 M 68.63 70.41

Local Market
FX: Local inter-bank FX market was 
subdued on Sunday as the international 
markets were closed for the weekend. 
The demand for USD remained stable, 
but the volume of cross currency 
transactions was limited. The USD 
remained unchanged against the 
Bangladeshi taka.
Money Market 
Money market was active on Sunday. 
Call money rate remained  unchanged 
and ranged between 6.50 and 7.00 
percent.
International Market
The international markets were closed 

on Sunday. The dollar strengthened 
against the yen and Swiss franc on 
Friday after a report showing US jobs 
growth gave investors courage to add to 
riskier trades financed by borrowing in 
low-yielding currencies. But last week's 
sudden spurt of risk aversion, which 
knocked global equity markets lower and 
propelled the yen to a 3-month high 
against the dollar, still haunts investors, 
making them tread cautiously back into 
high-yielding currencies. The dollar has 
risen 1.3 percent this week against the 
yen, erasing more than half of the losses 
incurred because of the shakeout in 
carry trades last week. 

Following is Sunday's (March 11, 2007) forex trading statement by Standard 
Chartered Bank

Chittagong Port

Berthing position and performance of vessels as on 11/03/2007

Berth     Name of    Cargo L. Port Local Dt of   Leaving    Import
No. vessels  call agent arrival              disch

J/1 Hoang Son GI(Log) Viza PML 7/3 11/3 871
J/2 Banglar Maya GI(S. Ash) P. Band BSC 21/2 13/3 372
J/3 Shwe Thara Phu GI(Y. Ma) Yang TCL 23/2 12/3 419
J/4 Hans Schulte Cont P. Kel Everbest 3/3 13/3 75
J/5 Hpaan GI(Y. Ma) Yang MTA 1/3 14/3 --
J/6 Martha Russ Cont P. Kel QCSL 4/3 14/3 --
J/7 Banga Bijoy Cont Col Baridhi 1/3 11/3 --
J/8 Phu Tan Cont Sing PSSL 28/2 11/3 45
J/9 Banglar Shikha Cont P. Kel BSC 1/3 11/3 --
J/10 Kota Rakayat Cont Sing Pil(Bd) 3/3 13/3 148

Vessels due at outer anchorage    

Name of vessels Date of L. Port Local  Type of    Loading
 arrival call agent cargo Ports

Jin Cheng(Liner) 11/3 Inchone Cosco GI  --
Ks Harmony 9/3 Kohsi ANCL C. Clink --
Pac Palawan 11/3 Sing CEL Cont Sing
Xpress Resolve 13/3 P.Kel Seacon Cont Sing
Maritime Chaingmai 12/3 Tarj BSL C. Clink --
Marclipper 12/3 Mong PSSL W/Ld Cont Sing
Yongxing 15/3 -- PSSL Cont Col
Dewi Parwati 12/3 Sura Lutful  Bg Pass Carriages
Banga Bonik 13/3 Col Baridhi Cont CBO
Josco View 13/3 P.Kel RSL Cont Sing
Oel Freedom 13/3 CBO PSSL Cont Cbo
Banga Biraj 15/3 -- Bdship Cont Sing
Cape Bonavista 15/3 Pkl Bdship Cont P. Kel
Xpress Makalu 14/3 Col Seacon Cont Col

Tanker due

Al Kuwaitiah 12/3 Kuwa MSTPl HSD/Sko

Vessels at Kutubdia

Name of vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
  call agent arrival

Outside Port Limit

Sea Drill-6 (Rig) Pro. Equip -- IBSA 8/1
Gulf Dril-9 (Barge) Pro. Equip -- IBSA 3/1
Wira Keris -- -- IBSA R/A(21/2)
Pacific Champion -- -- IBSA R/A (5/3)
Rose Crude Oil Jebel Uniglobal 6/3
Banglar Jyoti C. Oil -- BSC R/A (10/3)

Vessels at outer anchorage
Vessels ready

Rhone Borg Cont Ptp QCSL 1/3
Csav California Cont Col PSSL 5/3
Coastal Express Cont Chenn BSC 5/3
Eagle Progress Cont P. Kel Everbest 5/3
Banga Borat Cont Sing Bdship 6/3
Banga Bodor Cont P. Kel Baridhi 6/3
Mir Damad Cont Kol BSC 6/3
Esham Cont P. Guda CEL 7/3

The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels at Chittagong port as per berthing sheet 
of CPA supplied by            Family, Dhaka.
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The last game show of a promotional campaign of BenQ-Siemens styled 'E61 Lakh Takar Mamla' was held on Tuesday in 
Dhaka. Daniel Yu, business development manager of BenQ Taiwan, Tariqul Islam, sales manager of Siemens 
Bangladesh Ltd, and Toufiqul Alam, deputy marketing manager, among others, were present on the occasion.
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Park Seong Ung, the Korean ambassador to Bangladesh, introduces free 
sampling of Korean pears upon making the fruit available at Agora Gulshan 
outlet on Thursday. Niaz Rahim, managing director of Agora's owning 
company Rahimafrooz Superstores Ltd, was also present. 

AFP, Washington

Two years after he was named to 
take over the World Bank, former 
Pentagon deputy chief Paul 
Wolfowitz is under broad and 
sustained fire for his leadership of 
the powerful global lender. 

Debate among World Bank 
members is intensifying as the 
I n te rna t i ona l  Deve lopmen t  
Association (IDA) -- the group's arm 
for lending to the poorest countries -
- seeks to replenish its coffers to 
help fund debt-relief promises. 

According to insiders, Wolfowitz 
is under attack for lacking strategic 
vision and for devoting too much 
energy to his flagship campaign to 
drive out corruption in Bank-funded 
projects. 

Anti-poverty campaigners have 
accused Wolfowitz of neglecting 
the World Bank's traditional focus of 
activity in boosting education and 
health care. 

But Wolfowitz has denied the 
accusations of strategic drift. 
Before leaving for a trip to Africa last 
week, he said: "For the World Bank 
Group, Africa is a top priority 

because of its enormous needs and 
the challenges it faces." 

Leaked minutes from a January 
board meeting showed national 
representatives in open revolt 
against Wolfowitz, who was contro-
versially nominated two years ago 
by the US government to succeed 
James Wolfensohn. 

According to Fox News, which 
carried the minutes in both a "raw" 
version and a "sanitized" official 
one,  the  January  meet ing  
descended into "trench warfare." 

"Many members pointed out 
that the content of the paper did 
not meet their expectations," the 
"raw" minutes read after Wolfowitz 
outlined his thinking to the board. 

"They were puzzled by the 
listing and categorization of priori-
ties in the paper. In the absence of 
an adequately articulated frame-
work, speakers found it difficult to 
understand or assess budgetary 
implications," they read. 

Representatives from France 
and Switzerland called Wolfowitz's 
paper a "lost opportunity," accord-
ing to the minutes. 

Those from Canada and China 

complained that a World Bank 
budget could not be discussed 
without a proper list of strategic 
priorities, while even the US repre-
sentative said Wolfowitz's priorities 
should be "clarified." 

Wolfowitz has already had to 
alter his contentious anti-corruption 
drive after a chorus of criticism from 
both rich and poor nations. 

At the Bank's annual meeting in 
Singapore in September, he was 
admonished by several European 
countries and by developing 
nations for putting the anti-
corruption initiative ahead of the 
needs of the poor. 

Countries like Britain, France 
and Germany were all wary about 
attaching restrictive conditions to 
the World Bank's multi-billion-dollar 
development assistance. 

Wolfowitz said in late January 
that it was "almost surprising how 
strong the consensus was" in favor 
of his rejigged campaign, after he 
went back to the drawing board and 
consulted widely with governments 
and civil-society groups. 

But he has yet to win everyone 
over. "It's like using a sledgeham-

mer to smash a nut," one European 
diplomat said, reflecting high-level 
grumbling over the amount of time 
and energy that is going into the 
anti-graft campaign. 

Nobody doubts the merits of 
rooting out corruption, the diplomat 
said, but it should not be so "front 
and center." 

Disquiet about Wolfowitz's staff 
management also runs deep, 
according to current and former 
personnel. The disquiet began 
early on in his tenure when 
Wolfowitz appointed personal allies 
drawn from Republican ranks to 
key posts. 

In August, the Bank's vice-
president in charge of the Middle 
East,  Chr ist iaan Poortman, 
announced his resignation after 
opposing plans by Wolfowitz to post 
more staff to war-torn Iraq. 

"Wolfowitz has now been there 
21 months and we still don't know 
what he wants to do with the World 
Bank," said one expert in develop-
ment policy. 

Wolfowitz under fire at World Bank 

China to build 
37 airports in 
remote west
AFP, Beijing

China plans to invest 52 billion yuan 
(6.7 billion dollars) in building 37 
new airports and expanding 31 
others in the west of the country 
over the next four years, the 
People's Daily said Saturday. 

The remote northwestern parts 
of the country were particularly 
deprived, it said, adding the con-
struction plan would redress the 
balance with more affluent eastern 
areas of the country. 

One of the new airports, to be 
built in Tibet, would be the highest in 
the world at over 4,000 metres 
(13,200 feet) above sea level.
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