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Hasina hopes
for free, fair
polls soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said she
hopes that a free and fair election
will be held soon to restore demo-
cratic and constitutional process.

"l hope a democratic process will
return as early as possible. Free and
fair polls will be held and the country
will run following the constitutional

dictates. Inshallah, darkness will
fade away ushering in light,"
observed the AL chief.

She was speaking at a gathering
of Bangladesh Mohila Awami
League at the city's Institution of
Engineers, Bangladesh. Dr Shirin
Sharmin Chowdhury presented the
keynote speech at the discussion
titled "Contribution of the
Bangladeshi Women in the global
context".

Hasina said a nation cannot
thrive without democracy. She said
the people have been with them all
along in the efforts to steer the
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73 expelled on
first day of
SSC exams

UNB, Dhaka

Seventy-three students were
expelled for cheating in the English
first paper examination yesterday,
the first day of the Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) Examinations.

Of them, 39 were expelled in
Rajshahi, 14 in Chittagong, sevenin
Dhaka, five in Barisal, four in
Comilla, three in Jessore and one
was expelled in Sylhet.

As many as 10,29,885 students
are appearing in the SSC, Dakhil
and SSC Vocational examinations
under nine education boards.

Two fake examinees found at
Ramu and Moheshkhali centres
under Chittagong Education Board
were handed over to the police.

In Pabna, police arrested a
student of Edward College who was
taking the examination as proxy for
a student of Asrafuddin High School
in Atgharia upazila.

Education Adviser Ayub Qadri
yesterday visited six examination
centres in the capital and Savar.
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HC stays NBR order
for Moudud's bank
transactionrecord

UNB, Dhaka

The High Court (HC) yesterday
stayed for a month the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) directives
to the banks concerned to furnish
information about banking transac-
tions by former law minister Moudud
Ahmed, whose accounts have been
frozen.

The court also issued a rule upon
the NBR to explain why its directives
to the banks to freeze the accounts
of Moudud and to furnish
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Prayer Timing

March 9
Azan | Jamaat
Fajr 5-10 5-45
Juma 12-30 1-15
Asr 4-30 4-45
Maghrib 6-07 6-11
Esha 7-30 8-00
Source: Islamic Foundation

7 SMALL POWER PROJECTS

Purchase body scraps
controversial bids

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The advisory council committee on
purchase yesterday cancelled
controversial tenders for seven
small power projects and asked the
Power Development Board (PDB)
toinvite fresh tenders.

It also cancelled a tender for
filling up 22 land allotments under
Rajuk's third phase Uttara residen-
tial area development. Excessive
rate quoted for the job was the
reason for cancellation of the ten-
der.

The committee has asked the
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk) to float fresh for the job. It
however approved the work to fill up
25 otherland allotments.

After a meeting of the committee
yesterday, its Chairman and
Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul Islam

told the press that the tenders for
power schemes were cancelled
because the contractors were
deviating from the original terms.

"Though the jobs had already
been awarded, the government did
not sign any agreement with the
contractors. If they want to change
the terms and conditions for setting
up the plants then we'll have to
consider changing the rate for
purchase of power," he observed.

"And that's why we have asked
the PDB to go for fresh tenders,"
Islam noted.

Meeting sources said the ten-
ders for small power schemes were
cancelled because of 'serious
irregularities' in the process that is
being scrutinised also by the joint
forces.

Taking advantage of the impend-
ing power crisis, the small power

contractors were grossly deviating
from original tenders. Of the seven
schemes that amount to 260 mega-
watts in capacity, three were
awarded to the Hosaf group, and
one each to Ornate, GBB, Summit
and United groups.

Hosaf group, a favourite of the
immediate past alliance govern-
ment, was seeking a major change
in terms for its 50-megawatt
Nowapara (Sikalbaha) power plant.
As per the original tender, it was
supposed to set up a barge-mount
plant there. But later it wanted to
build a land-based power plant.

Ornate Services, owned by a
close relative of an immediate past
former minister, sought similar
favour for its 50-megawatt
Fenchuganjplant.

Abarge-mount plantis movable
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Physically challenged women take part in a procession on Manik Mia Avenue in the capital on the occasion of

International Women's Day.

Bibiyana gas
comes to
national grid

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

Experimental gas transmission from
Bibiyana Gas Field (block 12) to the
national grid began yesterday.

The US oil company Chevron
has started experimental transmis-
sion to reach its goal to supply 200
million cubic feet of gas (mmcfd) to
the national grid from the gas field
everyday.

Gas is being transmitted to the
national grid through 43-kilometre-
long pipeline installed
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41 birds, animals
seized from BNP
man's house

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

The joint forces rescued a total of 41
animals and birds from the house SK
Farid Ahmad Manik, a BNP leader and
business partner of Arafat Rahman,
youngest son of Khaleda Zia, in
Chandpurtown yesterday.

Except for three deer, there had
been no legal government papers
for the animals that have been kept
as pets and that's why they are
seized, official sources said.

The joint forces raided that posh
house at JM Sen Gupta Road at
around 3:30pm.
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1 shot dead
by muggers
in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Armed muggers shot dead an NGO
executive and took away Tk 6 lakh
from his possession in broad day-
light at Dhanmondi in the capital
yesterday.

Mohammad Isahaq, 46, and his
brother-in-law Nurul Huda Manik
were waylaid by a gang of four on
two motorbikes in front of staff
quarters on Road No 8/A at around
11:00am when they were passing
through the area in a rickshaw,
witnesses said.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Indo-Bangla dialogue
ends with call to foster
cultural cooperation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A three-day Indo-Bangladesh
dialogue that concluded yesterday
recommended stronger coopera-
tion in the field of media and culture
to remove suspicions and mistrust
between the two neighbouring
nations.

It also suggested formation of a
number of joint organisations con-
sisting journalists and cultural
activists in line with that of India-
Bangladesh chambers of com-
merce and industry.

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
Executive Director Debapriya
Bhattacharya summed up the
recommendations of the dialogue
titled 'Indo-Bangladesh Dialogue on
Media and Culture' organised by
CPD in collaboration with India
International Centre (IIC) at Brac

Centre Innin the capital.

Joint media investigations can
be carried out on border conflicts,
water, migration and cross-border
insurgency, Debapriya said, adding
that eminent writers and scholars
from both the countries can write
columns on bilateral issues regu-
larly in major newspapers of both
the countries.

Newspapers and TV channels of
the two countries can provide part-
time job opportunities for young
journalists to facilitate exchange of
expertise and experience and have
resident correspondents, he noted.

Journalists should write more
about the visa restrictions that they
often encounter, which can help
them facilitate free flow of informa-
tion and ensure their professional
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Open market sale

of essentials
from March 18

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to rein in the spiralling prices of
essentials throughout the country, the
government is launching open market
sale (OMS)from March 18.

"We will sell one lakh metric ton
rice and another one lakh metric ton
wheat across the country through
OMS," Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul
Islam told the reporters yesterday
after a meeting of the purchase
committee at the Secretariat.

The adviser also said that the
government has decided to with-
draw existing five percent import
duty on rice and wheat to scale
down the prices and necessary
order in this regard will be issued in
acouple ofdays.

These steps would help to check

the skyrocketing price of the essen-
tials, Azizul said.

Under this year's OMS
programme, one person may get a
maximum of five kilogram (kg) rice
atTk14.50 perkg.

Besides, the adviser also dis-
closed that the government is going
to begin Food for Work programme
from March 15. One lakh metric ton
of wheat will be allocated for the
programme and the purchase
committee yesterday approved the
proposal for import of the wheat, he
added.

Asked about the management of
Food for Work programme when
many local government representa-
tives like Union Parishad (UP)
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1CC
YWORLD CUP 07

Bangladesh restrict
Scotland to 152-9

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh maintained their
impressive run in the build up to the
Cricket World Cup when they
restricted Scotland to 152-9 in 50
overs on Thursday in the last warm-
up match ahead of the cricket's
showpiece eventin the West Indies.

The Tigers, who won a triangular
series involving Canada and group
rivals Bermuda before stunning
New Zealand by two wickets
Tuesday, elected to field after win-
ning the toss at the 3Ws Oval in
Barbados.

ICC associate members
Scotland, who visited Bangladesh

after earning their one-day status
and lost the two-match series, lost
the first wicket with the scoreboard
reading 12 when Bangladesh
captain Habibul Bashar ran out
Majid Haq (5) with a direct throw
from square-leg.

Navdeep Poonia (28) and Fraser
Watts (32) added 46 runs for the
second wicket before paceman
Tapash Baisya struck for the Tigers.
It was then Abdur Razzak's turn to
take charge with his left-arm spin as
the Scots crashed to 89-5 losing
Watts, Ryan Watson (5) and Gavin
Hamilton (9) in the space of 14
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™"

Afile photo (left) shows one of the 20 expensive metal park benches and light posts (not in the picture) that
were installed along the sidewalk of Hair Road in the capital during beautification project by DCC. No such
bench is found on the road now. Only a few light posts remain on the road without light holders (right).

BARAPUKURIA

Coal production resumes
on test after 6 months

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After six months of suspension, coal
production at Barapukuria coal mine
resumed on Wednesday night on a
test basis, energy ministry sources
said.

"The test operation is needed
because the mine remained shut for
six months. We need to tune mining
equipment, conveyor belt and the
hydraulic system,” said a senior
official.

The mine can go into full produc-
tion within one week, he said. "This
means the troubled 250 megawatt
coal-fired power plant (at the mine
site) will no longer suffer from coal
shortage."

The official pointed out that the
mining equipment resumed test
operation at 9:00 pm Wednesday
but operators shut those down early
Thursday morning due to some
technical problems which needed to
be repaired and tuned. The test run
was set to resume again last (Thurs-
day) night.

"For the next one week, we are
expecting production of 1,200-
1,500 tonnes per day. When we go
for full operation, this will go up to
2,000 tonnes. We have coal also in
our stock. So, we hope the power
plant will not face any coal shortage,
"the official said.

Chinese company CMC
designed and developed this flawed

mine project under a controversial
Supplier's Credit with China. It
suspended production atthe minein
October last year demanding pay-
ment of arrears, which include
payment for mining equipment
without any contract and its annual
fee for running operations. CMC
also complained that repayment of
instalments for the Supplier's Credit
was being delayed by a year.

After this, Barapukuria Coal
Mining Company Ltd (BCMCL) of
Petrobangla paid some arrears but
CMC remained adamant not to
resume mine operation before it is
given the sixth instalment of $15
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13 killed as bus hits
microbus in Comilla

UNB, Comilla

Thirteen people died and five others
were injured in a road accident on
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
Dotla in Chandina upazila of the
district yesterday.

Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred when a
Chittagong-bound bus of Unique
Paribahan collided head-on with a
Dhaka-bound microbus at about
1:30pm, killing 11 people, including
the microbus driver, on the spot and
injuring seven others.

Of the injured, three microbus
passengers were rushed to
Chandina Health Complex where
two died soon after admission.

Three of the deceased were
identified as Tofael Ahmed, 48, a
security guard of Bangladesh
Export Processing Zones Authority

(BEPZA), hailed from Feni,
microbus driver Bashir Mia, 45, of
Senbagh in Noakhali and Abu Hanif,
38, aresident of Kafrulin Dhaka.

Identity of the remaining ten
could not be known.

"All the 13 deceased were pas-
sengers of the microbus while the
injured were bus passengers," said
awitness to the tragic accident.

Police with the help of local
people recovered the bodies and
sent them to the hospital for
autopsy.

The driver and the helper of the
bus fled the scene immediately after
the accident, leaving behind their
vehicle. Police seized the bus.

A heavy ftraffic jam was created
on the busy highway for an hour
following the accident.
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People happy over
Mohiuddin's
arrest

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

People of the port city yesterday
expressed mixed reactions to the
news of arrest of Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, among other
"corrupt” politicians.

Majority people hailed the care-
taker government for such bold steps
aimed at eradicating corruption from
the country and bringing about order.
They also urged the government to
remain alert about harassment of
innocent people.

Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Director
Amirul Hoque said people heaved a
sigh of relief at the arrest of
Mohiuddin.

Describing the city mayor as the
key person behind paralysing the
country's premier seaport repeat-
edly, Amirul alleged that
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