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Barcelona players led by Ronaldinho (2L) clap their fans after their Champions League journey came to an end at Anfield on Tuesday.

Lyon choke again

AFP, Lyon

French champi-
ons Lyon suf-
fered more
Champions
League frustration
here on Tuesday
as ltalian side AS
Roma beat them 2-0 in their last 16-
second leg match to prevail 2-0 on
aggregate.

Goals by captain Francesco Totti
and Mancini - his first ever in the
competition - inflicted Lyon's first
home Champions League defeat
since Ajax in October 2002 and ended
former France and Liverpool handler
Gerard Houllier's hopes yet again of
landing the competition for the first
time.

Houllier, who is set to guide Lyon to
their sixth successive domestic title
which will be afirstin European league
football, said it was really disappoint-
ing.
"I cannot bring myself to say that
they are a better team than us," said
Houllier, who never finds it easy to
acceptdefeat.

"All they were were more realistic
than us and scored from their two

opportunities whereas we had many
more and failed todo so.

"Itis hugely disappointing butthatis
footballand thatis life."

His Roma counterpart Luciano
Spalletti, whose side are only in the
competition because of the fallout from
the matchfixing scandal last season,
said his side had held their nerve
under some foul play by the increas-
ingly frustrated French side.

"The team were perfect and
showed a maturity which they have not
displayed over the past few years," he
said.

"Especially that they did not reactto
the provocations from their oppo-
nents."

Roma had been furious in the sixth
minute when Italian international
Daniele De Rossi's header was ruled
out somewhat contentiously by the
referee Manuel Gonzalez for a foul by
Tottiforallegedly pushing EricAbidal.

However they got their reward
when Totti headed home in the 22nd
minute as unmarked - Cris having
criminally lost sight of him - he got on
the end of a superb cross by Max
Tonetto and gave Gregory Coupet no
chanceatsaving.

Lyon were playing most of the

worthwhile football but failing to get
players into the penalty area and their
striking accuracy was reflected when
Anthony Reveillere shot from just
outside the area but it ended up closer
to the corner flag than the goal -- his
wiping his face with his hands
summed up his embarrassment.

The principal architect of Lyon's
misfiring attack -- Houllier having
somewhat bizarrely left his big name
transfer window signing Milan Baros
on the bench - was Sidney Govou
who might as well not botherwith trying
to head the ball after three times
missing with goalscoring opportuni-
ties.

The Roma defence kept on offering
up gifts to Lyon but even in the 38th
minute French international central
defender Sebastien Squillaci could
only toepoke the ball when it landed at
his feet just metres out and Alexander
Doni safely gatheredit.

Mancini then punished Lyon for
Florent Malouda losing possession
deep in Roma's half by latching onto a
ball at the edge of the area and com-
pletely bamboozled the shaky
Reveillere, who displayed as much
defensive skill as his shooting ability,
before lashing the ball past Coupet at

the near post.

Roma should have made it 3-0
early in the second-half but Rodrigo
Taddei -- left onside by Cris -- with only
Coupet to beat flashed his shot high
and wide.

That sparked a bit of a comeback
from the hosts as first half-time substi-
tute Sylvain Wiltord saw his close
range effort blocked by Doni and then
the Italian 'keeper was equal to the
task of tipping over Juninho's excellent
effortfrom 15 metres.

Doni stepped up to the plate again
on the hour as another of Houllier's half-
time replacements Kim Kallstrom
unleashed a fierce effort from the edge
of the area which took a deflection off
Roma's Romanian international skipper
Christian Chivu - part of the Ajax side
that won back in 2002 — but which Doni
managed to punch upintothe air.

The sorry night for Lyon was
summed up when Brazilian interna-
tional striker Fred was fortunate to stay
on the pitch when he elbowed Chivu,
who had to go off bloodied, though, the
doughty Romanian returned minutes
later to rub saltinto Lyon's wounds.
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