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Bank ride on
Joy 100

SPORTS REPORTER

Joy cracked exactly 100 to guide
Agrani Bank to a 19-run victory
against Uttara Sporting Club in the
Kai-Altech First Division Cricket
League at the Dhaka University
ground yesterday.

Agrani amassed 295-8 in the
allotted 50 overs with Ujjal making
52. Uttara finished their 50-over
quota for 276.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, Young Pegasus B rode on
Shihab's unbeaten 78 to beat
Prantik Krira Chakra by five wickets.
Pegasus posted to 168-5 in 47
oversinreply to Prantik's 167-9.

At BKSP, Jatrabari Krira Chakra
(253-6) managed a 16-run victory
over Lalmatia Club (237-8).

Rani Hamid
wins opener

SPORTS REPORTER

Reigning champion IWM Rani
Hamid made an auspicious start in
the 28th National Women Chess
Championship which began at the
federation hall-room yesterday.

Rani beat Zakia Sultana in the
first round while Shamima Akhter
Liza, Nazrana Khan Eva, Hamida
Rahman and Mimi Arjuman also
won their respective games.

Bond wants to
prove his
worth

AFP, Bridgetown

New Zealand paceman Shane
Bond used to spend as much time
on the treatment table, battling a
series of crippling injuries, as he did
outinthe middle.

Now he is determined to prove
what many Kiwis have believed for
years -- that he is truly world class,
even if he has to mellow to prove it.

"There was time when | just
wanted to go faster and faster but
that has changed," said the former
policeman who will get his first
taste of the 2007 World Cup in a
warm-up against Bangladesh here
on Tuesday.

"I'm more relaxed now and the
ego is gone a bit. | have added
skills to my bowling and | believe
I'm a more complete player. My role
is to ensure that | get wickets and
give the team a great start.

Dogged by back and leg inju-
ries, the 31-year-old only made his
one-day international debut five
years ago, and has so far played in
just59 games.

But he has collected 112 wickets
at an average of 19.66 and his
strike rate is under one every 27
balls.

He was the second fastest
bowler in the world to reach 100
ODI wickets, achieving the feat in
54 matches, one more than
Pakistan spinner Saqlain Mushtag.

New Zealand will also face Sri
Lanka in a warm-up here on Friday
before they head for St Lucia for
their first round Group C matches
where they face England, Kenya
and Canada.

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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School Handball Tournament at the
Dhanmondi Women's Complex.

In boys' group, Residential
Model blanked Agha Khan 8-0 but
lost an exciting match 7-5 to Narinda
Government School in the after-
noon. Bhashantek School trounced
South Point 14-1, Play Pain beat
Rifles School 8-5, Shaheen School
outplayed Rahmatullah Model 16-1
and BIS defeated Sunnydale 15-4.

In girls' competition, Scholastica
beat Agha Khan 7-1, while Play Pain
recorded a 4-3 win over Rifles
School.

GAIBANDHA
BADMINTON

Mahmudul Hasan of Sunrise Club
clinched double crown in the
Naheed Cotton Badminton tourna-
ment in Gaibandha. Having won the
boys' singles title, he paired with
teammate Rubel to win the doubles
title. Sabbir Hossain, singles run-
ner-up, also finished second in the
doubles pairing with Mehdi Hasan.

Mahmuda Khatun Shahida lifted
the girls' singles trophy while
Sharmin Akhter and Farzana Haque
were doubles champions.

ANNUAL SPORTS
Rakib Doza Akanda of Economics
became champion in the annual
sports of the Salimullah Muslim Hall
(Dhaka University). Shariful Alam
(Public Administration) and
Humayun Kabir (Social Welfare)
finished joint runners-up.

Atotal of 200 students competed
in 15 events at the Jagannath Hall
ground.

BUETTT

Suhrawardy Hall bagged the BUET
inter-hall table tennis title when they
beat Titumir Hall 2-0 in the final on
Sunday atthe BUET Gymnasium.

PHOTO: AFP
England batsman Kevin Pietersen follows through on an off-drive during their World Cup practice match against
Bermudaat Arnos vale in St Vincent on Monday.

More warm-ups today

AFP, Bridgetown

Rahul Dravid,
Inzamamul Haq
and Ricky
Ponting take their
first tentative
World Cup steps
on Tuesday
against teams
destined to be amongst the whip-
ping boys of the 2007 tournament.

Dravid and his India side face the
Netherlands in Jamaica, Pakistan
meet Canada in Trinidad while
Australia, the defending champions,
tackle Zimbabwe on the second day
of warm-ups.

India, the champions in 1983 and
runners-up to Australia in 2003, go
into the tournament buoyed by a
recent home series win over the
much-fancied Sri Lanka.

"We have a pretty good team and
we are very confident," said India
skipper Dravid.

"l know that all the other teams
will be aiming to play their best
cricket but we are very confident
that this is going to be a very good
tournament forus."

India will also face West Indies
on Friday in their final warm-up
before heading to Trinidad for their
first round schedule where they face
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Sri Lanka,
Bermuda.

Pakistan, the 1992 champions,
arrived in the West Indies in a state
of disarray having lost strike bowlers
Shoaib Akhtar and Mohammad Asif
as well as influential all-rounder
Abdul Razzaq toinjury.

Skipper Inzamam, second only
to Sachin Tendulkar on the all time
list of leading one-day international
batsmen with 11,665 runs, insists
Mohammad Sami, Yasir Arafat and
Azhar Mahmood will prove ade-
quate replacements.

"I believe in our team and we
believe in ourselves and definitely we
will try do well," said Inzamam, who will
be playingin his last World Cup.

After their final warm-up game
against South Africa on Friday,
Pakistan head to Jamaica for their
Group D matches against West

Bangladesh and

AT JAMAICA
India v Netherlands
AT ST VINCENT
Australia v Zimbabwe
AT TRINIDAD
Pakistan v Canada
AT BARBADOS
New Zealand v Bangladesh

Indies, Ireland and Zimbabwe.

Just a few weeks ago, Australia
were red-hot favourites to win a third
successive World Cup title.

But since crushing England 5-0
to recapture the Ashes, Ponting's
men lost the tri-nations series to the
English and followed it up with
anotherloss in New Zealand.

On top of that, fast bowler Brett
Lee was ruled out of the tournament
through injury while Andrew
Symonds and Matthew Hayden are
battling for full fitness.

"There are some concerns, no
doubt aboutit," said Ponting.

"It's about all of us just looking at
our own games and finding little
areas that we think we can improve.
If we play our best cricket, we are
going to be very hard to beat."

Australia will meet England
again in their last warm-up on Friday
before heading to St Kitts for their
Group A dates against South Africa,
Scotland and the Netherlands.

Tuesday's other warm-up game
sees New Zealand meet
Bangladesh in Barbados.

Many observers, including
former Australia skipper lan
Chappell and ex-Sri Lanka captain
Arjuna Ranatunga, see the Kiwis as
definite semi-finalists at least.

Symonds back

AFP, KINGSTOWN

Injured all-
rounder Andrew
Symonds gave
Australia a much-
. N needed boost
ICC Cricket World Cup| when he under-
WEST INDIES 2007 went his first net
session since

having surgery on his injured arm.
Although Symonds has no
chance of playing the World Cup
warm-ups here against Zimbabwe
on Tuesday and England on Friday,
the team management are hopeful
that he will be available for the final
first round group game against
South Africa in St Kitts on March 24.
It was gentle workout for
Symonds who only faced tennis

balls during his 10-minute session.
Australia face Zimbabwe here on
Tuesday almost down to the bare

bones.

Symonds and Matthew Hayden
are injured while Adam Gilchrist has
been on paternity leave leaving the

R

defending champions with just 12
players to choose from.

Skipper Ricky Ponting is also
keen to see how his pace attack
copes with the early 09.30 starts
and if the likes of Glenn McGrath,
Shaun Tait and Stuart Clark can
exploit the conditions.

Their speed in adapting will be
crucial for a side shorn of Brett Lee
who was forced to pull out of the
squad injured on the eve of the
tournament.

"We've got flexibility for all of the
conditions we are confronted with,"
said Ponting.

"They are all 09.30 starts so with
these two practice games we are
just going to have to try to get a feel
for how the conditions are going to
be atthattime of the day."

Meanwhile, Zimbabwe coach
Kevin Curran insists his team won't
be overawed by their World Cup
challenge despite their strife-torn
build-up which has meant only one
player from the 2003 World Cup has
survived to play in the Caribbean.

In nets

"We have a chance for the youn-
ger players to showcase their skills.
We are excited. We have nothing to
lose," Curran said.

"The guys are up for it and they
will enjoy it. We know we came here
as underdogs and that is not a bad
thing. One-day cricket is all about
what happens onthe day."

Skipper and off-spinner Prosper
Utseya insists his side deserve to be
playing in the World Cup.

"We are happy to be here and we
have travelled many miles for this
opportunity,” he explained.

"We are all fit and excited. We
have been here before and we know
a bit about the territory. It is going to
be tough but we have the faith and
the belief."

After Tuesday, Zimbabwe will
play their last warm-up against
Bermuda here on Thursday before
facing West Indies, Pakistan and
Ireland in Group D, first round
matches in Jamaica.

Proteas ready to

off injury woes

REUTERS, Bridgetown

Determined to
live up to their
new status as the
world's top-
. ™ ranked team,
ICC Cricket World Cup| South Africa will
WEST INDIES 2007 be aiming to put
World Cup debu-
tants Ireland firmly in their place when
the warm-up matches get underway
on Monday.

Injury scares to all-rounder Justin
Kemp and batsman Herschelle
Gibbs were unlikely to have dented
the confidence of the African side
after it became clear that the duo had
not suffered any long-term damage.

Kemp was left grimacing in pain
after he was struck on his big left toe
by fast bowler Charl Langeveldt
during a nets session on Sunday,
while Gibbs injured a finger in a

A

fielding drill.

"Their injuries are more of a soft
tissue and ligament nature, there is
no damage to the bone and they
shouldn't be affected too much,"
South African team doctor
Mohammad Moosajee told reporters
on Sunday.

Although Kemp and Gibbs could
miss the match against Ireland in
Trinidad, it would have done little to
ease the daunting task that lies
aheadforIreland.

South Africa became the world
number one ranked limited-overs
team last month when Australia lost
their one-day series against New
Zealand 3-0.

The European side will be one of
four cricketing minnows who will be
hoping on Monday to justify their
place in the sporting extravaganza
that is taking place in the Caribbean
forthefirsttime.

shrug

Like Ireland, Bermuda will also be
stepping into uncharted territory on
Monday when they come up against
Englandin StVincent.

Scotland face 1996 champions
Sri Lanka while local fans hope the
Kenyans will not put a dampener on
the carnival atmosphere that is
starting to grip the Caribbean islands
when they take on hosts West Indies
inJamaica.

"The fever is getting there but it's
still 60 degrees not 90. When the
games start, the people will get a feel
starting from Monday's games,"
West Indies team manager Clive
Lloyd said.

The 13-a-side game will give
England a chance to experiment with
their bowling while captain Michael
Vaughan says he will play some part
in the game as he looks to boost his
fitness after knee and hamstring
trouble.

Fletcher warns
of
complacency

AFP, Kingstown

England coach Duncan Fletcher has
told his team not to get carried away
by their shock tri-nations series win
over Australia as they plot their way
through the World Cup.

After suffering a 5-0 Ashes
drubbing at the hands of the Aussies,
England then stunned the world cham-
pions by winning the Commonwealth
Bankone-day series.

That has led to increased expecta-
tions that England can finally win a
World Cup title after 32 years of heart-
ache.

"When you land in the West Indies,
there's a different atmosphere so we've
just got to make sure they don't switch
off," he told Sky Sports News.

"The other thing is we have to make
sure they don't get a little complacent
afterthatgood resuilt.

" don't think they will because they
are a bunch of individuals who want to
succeed, and they've got the character
as they showed in the comeback in that
series.

"We're pretty confident, there's a
buzz about the side so let's maintain
that. At the same time, we must not get
over-confident."

England face Bermuda in the first of
two warm-ups here on Monday and
thenfaceAustraliaagain on Friday.

Their first round campaign gets
underway on March 16 at St Lucia
against New Zealand followed by
further Group C games against Canada
andKenya.

Fletcher still believes Australia,
aiming for a third successive World Cup
title, arethe teamtobeat.

"From results over the last month or
so it's going to be pretty open," said the
coach.

"I still believe Australia are favour-
ites, butit's opened up alotand there are
a few sides who have come to form at
animportantstage.”

An Anfield
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struggling to be fitin time.

The final game on Tuesday is
Roma's trip to Lyon with the tie
evenly poised following the dire 0-0
bore draw in the first leg.

Lyon will be without midfielder
Jeremy Toulalan while Roma should
welcome back fit-again Brazilian
Rodrigo Taddei.

Lyon start as favourites with
home advantage but Roma's
Brazilian midfielder Mancini
believes his side will rise to the
occasion, something they failed to
dointhefirstleg.

"We can win in Lyon. | am confident
about our chances because we always
succeed in getting good results in
difficultsituations," he said.

A decade
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"These resources are a combination
of overs and wickets and are listed
in a table giving the percentages of
the total runs in an innings that
remain for any combination of
overs/balls to be received and
wickets lost."

Confused?

It certainly proved too much for
hosts South Africa at the 2003 World
Cup. They thought they had
achieved a winning score of 229
against Sri Lanka only to discover,
too late, that was what they needed
to tie a match where victory alone
would have seen them through to
the second phase.

However, the criticism after-
wards centred on the South Africa
dressing room, not Duckworth and
Lewis.

It's a mistake the Proteas, and
the rest of the world's leading
teams, are unlikely to repeat.

We can catch

FROM PAGE 20
in hand in the Premier League after
beating Portsmouth 2-0 on
Saturday and meet Tottenham in the
FA Cup quarterfinals next Sunday.

Carvalho said he was confident
Chelsea will beat his former side FC
Porto when the two clubs meet on
Tuesday for the second leg of the
second round of the Champions
League. The two sides drew 1-1 at
FC Portoin the firstleg.

"The truth is that of the last 78
games we have played at home we
only lostone," he said.

"The pressure is all on our side
but it is good that it is like that, we
prefer it, we deal really well with it,"
he added.

Del Piero
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"It's always pleasing to score three
goals, but the victory is more impor-
tant," he said.

Juventus' win took them two
points clear of second-placed
Napoli, and more importantly seven
points ahead of third-placed Genoa
in the race for the two automatic
promotion places.

"The distance between us and
third place is good, and let's hope
we can pull further away," Del Piero
added.

Juve, who were relegated from
Serie A and given a nine-point
penalty for their role in the Italian
match-fixing scandal, have 49
points from their 25 matches played,
followed by Napolion 47 and Genoa
on42.

Napoli spent a brief spell at the
summit after their 3-1 home win over
Spezia on Saturday.

Sachin eyes special 5th

REUTERS, Trelawny

Sachin Tendul-
kar wants to
make his fifth
World Cup spe-

™ cial in his new
ICC Cricket World Cup| ole as a middle-

WEST INDIES 2007
order batsman
and with the ball.

The premier batsman was the
player of the 2003 edition after
scoring 673 runs to help India reach
the final.

Tendulkar, who holds the records
for most one-day runs (14,783),
hundreds (41) and appearances
(381) has also played some memo-
rable knocks in the World Cup.

In 2003, he smashed Pakistan
paceman Shoaib Akhtar over point
for six to score 98 and lead the team
to an emotional victory. In 1999, he
returned to England after his father's
funeral to score 140 against Kenya.

"It is always special to be part of
the World Cup," he told reporters at
the weekend. "I've been part of that
four times and all four times it has

beengreat."

The 33-year-old also wants to
make up for the disappointment of
missing last year's rare Test series
triumph in West Indies due toinjury.

Tendulkar recently gave up his
one-day opener's slot to add depth
to the batting in what could be his
last World Cup.

"Batting at middle-order is diffi-
cult," he said. "The last eight games
played in India have just helped me
figure out what | should do differ-
ently. | want to get rhythm and
continue with that."

He also wants to contribute with
his occasional bowling on
Caribbean soil which many expect
would play slow.

"I know it helps to be irregular,”
said Tendulkar, who has 147 one-
day scalps. "I'd want to introduce an
element of surprise."

Skipper Rahul Dravid hoped his
players would benefit with their quiet
build-up in the Caribbean, away
from the frenzy around the team in
India. However, the team would get
protection from elite Indian com-

mandos during the event.

"When we play in India we are
used to the security, the number of
people around us all the time," he
said. "Hopefully they will stay in the
background and don't get too visi-
ble.

"In some ways, it is a relief for us
the tournament has started," Dravid
said. "It'l give us a chance to get
closer.

"Not often does the Indian team
get a chance to sit around the pool
and have lunch without being dis-
turbed."

The Indian team trained on
Sunday at Jarrett Park Stadium in
Montego Bay with just a handful of
journalists watching them work out
inintense heat.

India are in Group B with 1996
winners Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
debutants Bermuda.

They play two warm-up
matches, against Netherlands on
Tuesday and against West Indies on
Friday.

Tendulkar not afraid

AFP, Montego Bay

Sachin Tendul-
kar is not afraid
facing up to the
World Cup
expectations of

™

ICC Cricket World Cup| Millions of his
WEST INDIES 2007 CompatriotS.
If he was, he

would have stayed athome in India.

The game's most successful one-
day batsman heads into his last
World Cup full of confidence and
refusing to believe that his country's
24-year wait for a second world title
hangs heavy around his neck.

"It's not just me, but the entire
nation which dreams about this,"
said the 33-year-old.

"It's extremely important. We
have tried our best in the past and
we will continue to do that. If there
has been no success in the past, it
doesn't mean that we will never
achieveit.

"If we lose hope, then we may as

well be back in India. But we have
hope and we have pride."

Tendulkar, the highest run-maker
in the history of one-dayers with
14,783 runs to his name in a 381-
match career, missed India's last
tour of the Caribbean but believes
that he can have a good tournament
as his country seek to win a second
World Cup to add to their 1983 title.

"l am looking forward to having a
good World Cup. | am hoping that
both my batting and bowling will
come good," he said.

"I am not under any pressure at
this time | feel quite confident and |
amreadytogo."

Four years ago, in South Africa,
Tendulkar played his role in getting
India to the final with 673 runs before
Australia turned up the heat to cruise
toasecond successive title.

India coach Greg Chappell says
his team has a good a chance of
emerging victorious as any of the
leading contenders by the end of the
seven-week tournament.

But they won't let the pressure
gettothem.

"We are one of a number of
teams who have a good chance of
doing well," said the Australian.

"We are quietly confident that we
have the make-up to do well in the
tournament and that's the important
thing."

Skipper Rahul Dravid, buoyed by
seeing his team beat Sri Lanka in a
recent home series, believes India
have one of the best-balanced sides
atthe tournament.

"We have a pretty good team and
we are very confident," said Dravid.
"l know that all the other teams will
be aiming to play their best cricket
but we are very confident that this is
going to be a very good tournament
forus."

India play two warm-up matches
here against the Netherlands and
West Indies on March 6 and 9
respectively.

Captain consolidates Ctg
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Left-arm spinner Tariqul Islam took
three more wickets yesterday to
return with afigure of 6-101.

Rajshahi batsman Sumon, the
last man to be given out by Ashiqur
Rahman, was later fined Tk 1000 for
showing dissent against the umpire's
decision.

DHAKA-SYLHET

Imtiaz Hossain and Golam Rahman
associated for 109 runs in the open-
ing wicket to give visiting Sylhet a
platform for a big first innings total.
Imtiaz smote nine fours to score 74
from 83 deliveries while Rahman was
cautious to make 39 off 111 balls that
saw four boundaries before both the
batsmen were dismissed by
Mohammad Sharif, who took three
wickets for 99 runs.

Alok Kapali (41 off 63 balls) and
Golam Mawila (47 off 145 balls) were
the other notable scorers. Rezaul
Haque was at the crease with 47 and
Arman Hossainat19.

SCORES IN BRIEF

KHULNA: First innings 289 all out in
92.5 overs and second innings 19-1
in 9 overs (Shafiul 13 n.o., Imrul 1,
Nahidul 0 n.o., extras 5; Saju 1-1).
CHITTAGONG: First innings 354 all
out in 76.5 overs (Salahuddin 52,
Nafis 24, Sunny 4, Dhiman 12,
Nadim 40, Ehsanul 116, Faisal 48,
Palash 0, Sabbir 31, Saju 11, Alamgir
1 n.o. extras 15, Murad 2-76,
Humayun 3-95, Fahim 1-37, Shafiul
4-34).

RAJSHAHI: First innings 336 all out
in 130 overs (overnight 225-5)
(Rabiul 23, Rafiqul 27, Farhad 79,
Naeem 17, Anisur 8, Mushfiqur 1,
Rosel 91, Mahbub 0, Delwar 51 not
out, Shafaq 0, Sumon 7, extras 32;
Tariqul 6-101, Sajidul 1-98, Ariful 1-
48, AliArman 1-36).

BARISAL: First innings 173-2 in 48
overs (Imran 96 not out, Hannan 37,
Rakibul 24, Nayeem 9 not out, extras
7; Mushfiqur 1-30, Sumon 1-37).
SYLHET: First innings 293-6 in 90

overs (Imtiaz 74, Rahman 39, Saif
10, Kapali 41, Mawla 47, Mabud 5,
Rezaul 47 batting, Arman 19 bat-
ting, extras 11, Sharif 3-99,
Mosharraf 1-44, Sharifullah 1-40,
Sunny 1-56).

Liam offered
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Liam Plunkett is part of England's
15-man squad for the World Cup after
playing a key role in the visiting side's
victory over Australia in the
Commonwealth Bank one-day series
in February.

His father managed to see
England's one-day triumph Down
Under but is unable to travel to the
WestIndies.

The cricketer said of his offer
Sunday: "With close family on their
death bed you would, wouldn'tyou?

"He said he wouldn't take it
because of the career | have ahead of
me. | was fully prepared but he would-
n'tacceptitanyway."

1996: Aravinda leaves
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the wily left-arm spin of Jayasuria
the score read 98. It proved to be the
only resistance any Indian would
offer on the day as by the 35th over
the Indians lost another six wickets
for the addition of only 22 runs.

But the events that transpired
then made sure that this game would
be remembered for very different
reasons.

Once it became apparent that the
Indians would not reach their target,
the spectators showed the ugly side
of their character and bought the
game to a stop by pelting stones and
other objects onto the Sri Lanka
fielders. The match was briefly
stopped and when play was about to
resume, the crowd again threw
bottles at the deep fielders. Match
referee Clive Lloyd wasted no time in
calling off the tie and awarding the
match to Sri Lanka. The scoreboard
stated that Sri Lanka won by default
their third such success in the tour-
nament. A tearful Vinod Kambli
walking off the pitch said all that
needed to be said about the dashing
ofthe Indian dream.

But if there was drama in the first
semi, it was nothing compared to
what lay in store in the second
encounter.

Played in Mohali, Punjab the
most interesting factoid about that
game is that of the 18 wickets to fall
that day, 12 batsmen fell for less than
10 runs. For Australia, Stuart Law,
Michael Bevan and lan Healy -
batting at five, six and seven -
reached the two-figure mark while
the top four West Indians went into
double figures.

It was a dream start for the
Windies, having reduced Australia to
15 for four. Back in the pavilion were
the Waugh twins, Mark and Steve,
along with Mark Taylor and Ricky
Ponting.

Curtly Ambrose and lan Bishop
were running through the Aussies
before Law and Bevan stepped up.

Law scored 72, Bevan 69 and lan
Healy, the wicket-keeper, chipped in
with 31 to take Australia to 207 for
eightin 50 overs.

The Windies started very well and
were winning it at a canter when the
board read 173 for four. Opening
batsman Shivnaraine Chanderpaul
smashed a brilliant 80 and Brian
Lara made a sublime, run-a-ball 45.
It looked like West Indies would
march into the finals.

Enter Warne, the master of big
occasion, and the game changed
quickly albeit with a little help of the
tactical wizardry of Mark Taylor. The
Windies, from 173 for four, slid to 202
all out in a matter of a few overs.
From number five to 11, none of the
Windies batsmen reached double
figures, much to the horror of their
skipper Richie Richardson, who was
stranded at the other end for 49.

Warne took four wickets for 36
runs in nine overs and Australia got
rid of the last West Indies wicket with
three balls to spare and won the
match by just five runs.

Two points stand out in the game.
Larawho looked at his sparkling best
was out to an outstanding delivery
from Steve Waugh; one that shaped
back in from outside to take the off-
stump. Another is a sweep shot
Richardson played off Warne that
smacked umpire BC Cooray on the
head. It looked likely to be a certain
boundary had it not been for the Sri
Lankan umpire's intervention. As it
is, that never happened and
Australia advanced to meet Sri
Lanka in the final.

No-one had dominated a World
Cup final to the extent that de Silva
did here. He took two catches and
three wickets, including Australia's
top-scorers Taylor and Ponting, then
strolled to an elegant 107 not out.
Handicapped by a slippery, dew-
covered ball, Australia dropped
several chances, but never looked
like defending the 241 that they put

his legacy

onthe board.

Sri Lanka won the toss and as
they had planned after a practice
session the previous night, decided
to field first knowing that dew could
be a factor at night. The night prac-
tice session was to prove a deciding
factor as Australia attended an
official dinner (which Waugh later
called “bureaucratic bullshit fest”)
and were unaware of an important
variable.

Captain Taylor led from the front
with a fine 74 and Ricky Ponting hit
45. But some brisk play from Stuart
Law and Michael Bevan saw the
men from Down Under post a com-
petitive 241.

To make 242 against an
Australian bowling comprising of
McGrath, Warne, Reiffel, Fleming
and the Waugh brothers would not
be easy but then Aravinda decided to
leave his mark on the competition.
His 107 not out off 124 balls saw Sri
Lanka canter home with seven
wickets to spare. He was ably sup-
ported by Gurusinha and Ranatunga
as the islanders got home in the 47th
over.

It was a result none begrudged
and when Arjuna Ranatunga
received the trophy from Benazir
Bhutto on the balmy March night in
Lahore it capped the birth of a giant
as they became the first co-hosts to
lift the trophy. It also served to bring
to the fore the tactical acumen of
Ranatunga and coach Dav
Whatmore.

It was indeed Aravinda's World
Cup as he aggregated 448 runs atan
average of near about 90. He also
claimed four wickets three which
came in the momentous final and
became only the second man to win
man of the match awards in the
semifinal and final.
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