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50 political leaders on
the run in Patuakhali

District administration sends a list to relevant ministry

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

At least 50 public representatives
and political leaders of different
parties, their youth fronts and stu-
dents wings in Patuakhali are on the
runfearing arrest by law enforcers.

The list includes an immediate
past lawmaker, some of his party
colleagues, some commissioners of
Patuakhali pourasabha and chair-
men and members of union
parishads and local pourasabhas.

Patuakhali district administration
has sent a primary list of hiding
public representatives to the local
government ministry. The list has
been sent in response to letters to
the Deputy Commissioner's (DC)
and to pourasabha and UP offices
seeking information on where-
abouts of those public representa-
tives.

Talking to this correspondent, the
additional deputy commissioner and
the additional police superintendent

also confirmed this but declined to
say who or how many are there on
the list.

A section of political leaders and
public representatives became
scared after the arrest of Baufal
upazila Awami League secretary
and Boga UP chairman Motaleb
Howlader on Sunday.

However, front ranking leaders
like former BNP backed lawmaker
Shahidul Alam Talukder and district
BNP secretary Snahangsu Sarker
Kutti when contacted over cell
phones claimed that they were in the
capital on personal engagement.

It was gathered that those hiding
include BNP leader and Patuakhali
pourasabha chairman Mostaq
Ahmed; commissioners Milon Mia,
Akhtaruzzan Nobel and Mostafizur
Rahman Rumi; BNP leader and
Kamlapur Union Parishad (UP)
chairman Monir Rahman; Galachipa
pourasabha commissioner Bashar;
Panpatti UP chairman and Awami
League leader Jahangir Hossain

Tuku, Kalapara pourasabha com-
missioners and BNP leaders Hasan
Sikder and Jamal Hossain;
Chakamoiya UP members Mojibar
Fakir, Monirul Islam Talukder and
Mamun Sikder; district Krishak Dal
president ASM Abdur Rab Howlader
and Jubo Dalleader Jibon.

Their houses were raided since
promulgation of the state of emer-
gency, sours close to the administra-
tion and law enforcing agencies told
this correspondent.

There are allegations of toll
collection, mugging, tender manipu-
lation and others crimes against
them, sources added.

District Jubo Dal president
Moshiur Rahman, Baufal upazila
Jubo Dal secretary Gious Uddin, are
in jail after arrest under the Special
PowersAct.

At least one poura chairman,
seven poura commissioners, eight
UP chairmen and nine UP members
went into hiding after proclamation
of emergency on January 11 this

year. They face allegations of land
grabbing, toll collection, irregulari-
ties in implementing development
projects and sheltering criminals,
sources said.

Patuakhali pourasabha chair-
man Mostaq Ahmed is facing charge
of looting more than Tk one crore of
development projects three years
ago.

Patuakhali district administration
has already started investigation
into alleged irregularities by
pourasabha chairman Mostaq. A
one-member probe body headed by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
(General) Md Rabiul Hag begun the
probe on Sunday.

Deputy Commissioner AGM Mir
Moshiur Alam told this correspon-
dent, "We sent a primary list of public
representatives who are hiding. We
will also submit a report after probing
alleged irregularities by pourasabha
chairman".
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Farmers besieged Madarganj Upazila Nirbahi Officer's office in Jamalpur district on Sunday for fertiliser.

10 hurt as farmers scramble
for fertiliser in Pabna

STAR NATIONAL DESK

At least 10 people were injured as
farmers scrambled for fertiliser in
Chatmoher while a truckload of the
item was seized in Thakurgaon
while it was going to Dinajpur ille-
gally.

Two of the injured farmers--Gaziur
Rahman of Handial village and Nabir
Hossain of Dhulauri village were
admitted to Chatmoher Upazila
Health Complex.

In Pabna, at least 200 farmers
from different villages in
Chatmoher upazila queued in a
long line in front of the Chatmoher
agriculture office for 'slips' to pur-
chased urea from dealers. The
upazila agriculture office intro-
duced issuing 'slip’ due to urea
crisis, reports a correspondent.

Sources said the scramble broke
out when officials started issuing slips
to weary farmers who were standing
in the queue for several hours. The
farmers were waiting since morning.

"We came to the agriculture office
yesterday and the day before for
fertiliser. Officials just gave us hopes",
Mizanur Rahman from Handial
village told this correspondent after
theincident.

When asked, Chatmoher
Agriculture Officer Md Azahar Ali said
only 20 tonnes of urea has been
sanctioned for Chatmoher for every-
day but the demand is at least 30
tonnesaday.

Thakurgaon police yesterday
seized 223 sacks of fertiliser in
Ranishankoil upazila when a truck-
load of the item was going to Dinajpur,
our Dinajpur correspondent reports.

Police also arrested four people.
They are truck driver Sazzad and
helper Mozammel and owners of the
fertiliser--Khayrul Islam and Abdur
Razzak.

Dispatch of fertiliser allotted for
one district to another is not allowed.
Therestriction has beenimposed due
to urea crisis during the ongoing IRRI-
Boro season.

Acting on a tip-off, Ranishankaoil
police led by S| Raihan seized the
truck.

Police claimed that the fertilisers
were being taken to Dinajpur for sale
in the black market as there is crisis is
the district.

Acase was filed with Ranishankaoil
police station, accusing the four
persons.

Newsmen
allegedly
threatened
by ex-MP's
nephew

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A nephew of former BNP lawmaker
Sahidul Islam have threatened the
executive editor and reporter of a
local daily for publishing news on his
alleged misappropriation of govern-
ment funds and grabbing assets.
Shahidul was MP from Kushtia-2
constituency (Mirpur-Bheramara).

Robin Malitha, nephew of Sahidul
phoned Executive Editor of Dainik
Andoloner Bazar Anisuzzaman and
its Mirpur correspondent Dipu Khan
Sunday night at about 8.30 pm and
threatened them with dire conse-
g u e n ¢ e s .
Robin warned that his Bahini (gang)
will not spare them as they published
'baseless' news against him and his
men. Robin, a BNP cadre in Mirpur
upazila, also asked Dipu Khan to
leave the area immediately if he
wants to remain alive.

Dipu immediately informed police
and faxed a letter to the home secre-
tary on the same night, seeking
protection, sources said.

The Andoloner Bazar published
an item on February 25 headlined
"The boss of looting railway assets
worth Tk.5 crore Robin and his
accomplices are still untouched'
The report said Robin and his associ-
ates allegedly earned about Tk 5
crore in last five years by misappropri-
ating railway property including
slippers and stones. Sources said
police on several occasions arrested
some associated of Robin and recov-
ered railway slippers from their pos-
session but could not take any action
against them. Police said Rodin is on
theirarrestlist.

Body of Rab
official buried
in Barisal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The body of Humaun Kabir, one of
the two members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) killed by assailants
atAminbazarin Savar on Saturday,
was buried at his family graveyard
at Bokshir Char villages in
Chandpasha union under Barisal
district last night.

Humayin Kabir was chief petty
officer of Bangladesh Navy and
deputy assistant director Rab.

Apall of gloom descended in the
area after his death news was
broadcast by the electronic media
on Saturday.

The body was taken to his
village home yesterday from
Dhaka. His second namaj-e-janaja
was held at his village home.

Humayun was the son of late
freedom fighter and ex-army man
Omar Ali Majhi. His elder brother
Ibrahim Majhi is also a freedom
fighter, family sources said.

Humaun left his mother Rokeya
Begum, 70, wife Nurjahan Begum,
son Raisul Kabir Russel, a student
of Chittagong University and
daughter Sylvia Jahan Urmi, a
student of class nine at Chittagong
Naval School. Humayun was the
second among his four brothers
and two sisters.

Humaun alias Tipu was known
in the area for his gentle behavior,
locals said.

He joined Bangladesh Navy in
1980 after passing HSC examina-
tion and was selected as a Rab
official for his honesty.

He was supposed to return to
Navy next month.

He had the last talks with his
mother over mobile phone about
her treatment on Thursday, family
sources said.
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Scouts launched a campaign on the Bakkhaliriver in Cox's Bazar yesterday to create awareness among fishermen not to catch fish fries.

Wadud's bid to hide dazzles of assets

Statement surprises Khagrachhari townspeople

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

The property statement of former
Khagrachhari BNP lawmaker,
submitted by his wife, surprised
many in the town. Amazing details
are likely to surprise them more after
investigation by the taskforce.

In the statement submitted to
Anti Corruption Commission (ACC)
on February 24, Wadud Bhuiyan's
wife Irin Mahabub Sathi said her
husband has moveable and immov-
able property worth about Tk 5 crore
including Tk 2.19 crore with banks.

These included Tk 25 lakh lands
in Khagrachhari, Tk 1.75 crore
houses in DOHS in the capital andin
Khagrachhari town, eight transports
worth Tk 90 lakh, furniture worth Tk
58 lakh and Tk 10 lakh in cash. The
transports include six buses, two
trucksand acar.

But sources in the taskforce now
investigating the former lawmaker's

WADUD BHUIYAN

assets said he owns moveable and
immovable property worth at least
Tk 15 crore.

This was disclosed to this corre-
spondent by a member of the
taskforce. He declined to elaborate,
saying said they are assessing
Wadud's assets and the work is yet
tobe completed.

The taskforce comprise officials
from the ACC, National Board of
Revenue (NBR), CHT affairs minis-
try, home ministry, local administra-
tion and joint forces.

Wadud was arrested by joint
forces on February 4 from his
Kalabagun residence in
Khagrachhari town.

District Election (EC) sources
said that while submitting nomina-
tion paper for election to the 9th
parliament, Wadud Bhuiyan
showed assets valued at about Tk 1
crore, both movable and immov-
able.

Prior to 2001 election, Wadud
showed assets worth Tk 20 lakh, the
EC sources said.

Wadud Bhuiyan also became
chairman of Chittagong Hill Tracts
Development Board (CHTDB) in
2001.

Wadud Bhuiyan faces charges of
corruption, land grabbing, protect-

ing toll-collectors, party men with
criminal records and harassment of
opposition political activists during
his tenure. Allegations have it that
many Jubo Dal and Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal activists, under the
lawmaker's protection, realised toll
and were involved in manipulation
of tenders on development projects
in the district and also in other
crimes in lastfive years.

Earlier, leaders of different
political parties demanded proper
probe into alleged corruption and
irregularities done by the former
BNP lawmaker.

They include Jana Sanghati
Samity leader Suderkor Tripura,
Khagrachhari District LDP
President Abul Kashem and Awami
Leauge president Jatindra Lal
Tripura.

2 get life for UP leader
murder in Nilphamari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

In a verdict delivered 14 years after
the incident, a former Union
Parishad (UP) chairman and
another man were given life term
yesterday for murdering another UP
chairman in Nilphamari.

Three others were given seven
years'imprisonment in the case.

Nilphamari District and Sessions
Judge Rabiul Hasan delivered the
verdict. Court sources said Ashraf Ali
masterminded the murder of Fazlur
Rahman before being elected chair-
man of Choura Baragachha UP.

On May 14, 1992, at dead of
night, Ashraf Ali and some of his
associates made Fazlur Rahman
drunk, took him near a ring well
behind his house and pushed him
into it. Fazlur rahman died.

On the following day, the body
was recovered, which surprised
neighbours. Many people asked
how he could fall into the well at
night.

An unnatural death case was
filed first. On May 26, the victim's
brother Mahbubar Rahman filed a
murder case with Nilphamari Sadar
police station. After investigation

police submitted charge sheet
accusing six persons.
Judge Rabiul Hasan, after examin-
ing all the witnesses, convicted
former chairman of Choura
Baragachha Union Parishad Ashraf
Ali and UP member Hamidul Haque
to life term and fined them Tk
10,000, in defalcation to suffer
imprisonment for one year more.

The three others given seven
years' imprisonment are Fazlu,
Mahubur and Ainul.

Two of the accused--Hossain Ali
and Mosarraf--were acquitted.

BNP leaders
held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Joint forces arrested two BNP
leaders in Kushtia and Chuadanga
Sunday night.

A team of joint forces raided the
house of Mirpur upazila BNP presi-
dent and chairman of Mirpur munici-
pality Saiful Hag Khan alias Faruk
Choudhury Sunday evening and
arrested him.

Earlier, the joint force arrested
Faruk on February 13 on murder
charge but got bail from a Kushtia
magistrate court on February 21.

In Chuadanga, joint forces
arrested Darshana upazila BNP
secretary Sawkat Ali from his house
on the same night.
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