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Shahriar Nafees 
is not a big name 
in the world of 
cricket, but Ricky 
Pont ing's al l -
c o n q u e r i n g  
Australians will 

not easily forget the Bangladeshi 
left-handed opener.

Nafees treated the Australian 
attack in the opening home Test last 
year as if he was playing against a 
mediocre side, scoring a blistering 
138 with 19 fours in a superb display 
of aggressive batting.

The attractive stroke-maker is 
the first Bangladeshi to score four 
centuries in one-day internationals 
and is expected to play a big role in 
his team's World Cup campaign in 
the Caribbean.

If he provides a brisk start, his 
team could give a scare or two to big 
teams. Bangladesh need to win at 
least two matches in Group B, 
comprising India, Sri Lanka and 
debutants Bermuda, to make it to 
the next round.

They have good middle-order 
batsmen in skipper Habibul Bashar, 
Aftab Ahmed and Mohammad 
Ashraful, but need fireworks from 
the openers to boost their chances.

Nafees has the shots to domi-
nate any attack on his day, although 
he has been playing international 
cricket for only two years.

He has already shown it against 
Australia. His controlled aggression 
saw his team post 355 on the first 
day itself, an achievement of sort 
considering the Australian attack 

comprised Brett Lee, Jason 
Gillespie and Shane Warne.

"When you come out with a 
hundred against them (Australia), 
it's simply a great, great feeling," 
Nafees said of his maiden hundred 
in Tests as well as in first-class 
cricket.

"And when players like Adam 
Gilchrist and Ricky Ponting congrat-
ulated me saying that it was a well-
paced hundred, my joy knew no 
bound."

His Test century against 

Australia was not his only innings of 

substance against the formidable 

opponents. He made an impressive 

75 against them in a tri-series match 

at Canterbury in 2005.

Nafees was 19 when he made 

his one-day and Test debuts in 

2005. He initially struggled to capi-

talise on good starts, but learnt and 

improved with every match.

He solved half of Bangladesh's 

problems of finding an effective pair 

of openers with his consistency, 

especially last year.

Nafees looked a more confident 

batsman after his Test heroics 

against Australia and scored three 

centuries in one-day internationals, 

all coming in consecutive matches 

against Zimbabwe.

He was the star performer 

against Zimbabwe at home last year 

i n  h i s  t e a m ' s  5 - 0  s w e e p ,  

Bangladesh's first in one-day inter-

nationals.

Nafees was nominated for the 

International Cricket Council's 

"Emerging Player of the Year" 

award last year following his impres-

sive show in Tests and one-dayers.

He was also named his country's 

"Cricketer of the Year" in 2006, but 

his real test will be in the Caribbean.
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Away in Bombay, India faced 
England in another epic battle which 
didn't quite go as was expected. 
Graham Gooch swept his way to a 
superb 115 as England piled on 254 
on a sporting wicket at the 
Wankhede.

But it was the English tweaker 
Eddie Hemmings who came out on 
tops with a crucial four-wicket haul 
that hauled England back after 
Mohammad Azharuddin had threat-
ened to run away with the match. 
When Azar fell, India were collaps-
ing and lost all their wickets for 219, 
falling short by 35 runs.

So it was the final of the 'auld' 
enemy at the greatest of all 

cricketing venues  the Eden 
Gardens in Calcutta (later to be 
known as Kolkata). England taking 
on Australia when it was supposed 
to be India v Pakistan. The crowd 
bought it and the capacity saw one 
of the most enthralling finals in ages.

David Boon gave the men from 
Down Under a superb start with a 
magnificent 75, studded with 
sweetly timed boundaries. He did 
not get much support but again, it 
was journeyman Veletta who 
mopped it up in the end, scoring a 
thrilling 45 off 31 balls. The running 
between the wickets of Veletta and a 
young Waugh was bri l l iant.  
Australia, in the face of some disci-
plined bowling, reached 253. Again, 

this was a winning total in those 

days.

England lost Robinson in the 

opening over but Bill Athey and 

Gooch steadied the ship. Skipper 

Mike Gatting had it going his way 

until he uncannily reverse-swept his 

opposite number Border straight to 

Gregg Dyer. That was the death-

knell as Steve Waugh's tight final 

over saw the Australians winning 

their first (of many) triumphs.

The sight of Alan Border on top of 

his comrades was the insignia on a 

brilliant tournament that had thrills, 

spills and some of the best 

cricketing moments of the decade.

1987: Birth of a dynasty
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first World Cup in 1975.
The 31-year-old Akhtar has been 

beset by injury. He was forced to 
return home from Pakistan's tour of 
South Africa after tearing his ham-
string following his 4-36 on the first 
day of the second Test at Port 
Elizabeth last month.

Asif, 24, had a recurrence of an 
elbow injury sustained last year.

"Their injuries will take another 
two weeks to heal so after consulta-
tion with Inzamamul Haq we have 
taken the final decision," Pakistan 
chief selector Wasim Bari told AFP.

"The Pakistan team is capable 
enough to deal with this critical 
situation."

Pakistan were due to fly out later 

Thursday to the Caribbean, where 
they play the West Indies in the 
opening match at Jamaica on March 
13.

Inzamam said Pakistan had 
"shown in the past that through team 
spirit we can overcome any crisis 
situation. Mohammad Sami and 
Arafat may not be as good as Akhtar 
and Asif but they'll try their level best 
to make up for the loss."

He added: "We could not take the 
risk on Shoaib and Asif as the dead-
line was approaching. We had to 
take a decision.

"It's up to the available players 
now to show their mettle so that we 
can achieve the best possible 
results in the World Cup."

Meanwhile Reuters adds from 

Mumbai, Pakistan all-rounder Azhar 
Mahmood has been cleared to play 
in the World Cup as a replacement 
for injured Razzaq.

A  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
on Thursday said its technical 
committee had approved the substi-
tution.

REVISED SQUAD
Inzamamul Haq (captain), Younis 
Khan, Imran Nazir, Kamran Akmal, 
Mohammad Yousuf, Shoaib Malik, 
Azhar Mahmood, Umar Gul, Danish 
Kaneria, Mohammad Hafeez, 
Shahid Afridi, Navedul Hasan, Rao 
Iftikhar, Yasir Arafat, Mohammad 
Sami.

No Akhtar, no Asif
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best," he said. 
"Sometimes we don't play well, 

but I cannot criticise them for their 
effort." 

Inter's match at the San Siro was 
the only one of Wednesday's 10 first 
division games to be played in the 
evening. The other nine matches all 
kicked-off in the afternoon as part of 
the Italian government's attempts to 
reduce the threat of crowd trouble. 

The decision to reduce the 
number of night matches followed 
the death of a policeman during 
violence in Catania earlier this 
month. 

The early kick-offs inevitably 
resulted in low attendances at most 
grounds. 

Third-placed Palermo were held 
to a 0-0 draw at home to AC Milan, 
one of several teams chasing the 
fourth and final Champions league 

place for next season. Luck was 
against the visitors with Kaka seeing 
his seventh-minute penalty saved 
by Alberto Fontana and Ronaldo 
hitting the crossbar. 

Lazio retained fourth place after 
late goals from Sebastiano Siviglia 
and Tommaso Rocchi sealed a 3-1 
home win against Catania, while 
Empoli leapfrogged AC Milan into 
fifth spot with a 3-1 home victory 
over Messina. 

Palermo have 45 points, fol-
lowed by Lazio on 40, Empoli on 38 
and AC Milan on 37. 

The battle of the new coaches 
ended in a 1-0 victory for Gianni De 
B ias i ' s  To r i no  ove r  Marco  
Giampaolo's Cagliari. De Biasi and 
Giampaolo were both re-appointed 
by the struggling clubs on Monday 
after being sacked earlier in the 
season. 

Reggina and Fiorentina, both 

docked points for their involvement 

in last summer's match-fixing scan-

dal, played out a 1-1 draw and Siena 

against Livorno ended goalless. 

Sampdoria came from behind to 

defeat Atalanta 2-1 and bottom club 

Ascoli drew 0-0 with relegation-

threatened Parma. 

All the matches on Wednesday 

afternoon were open to the public as 

the stadiums of the 10 home clubs 

have either complied with security 

regulations or carried out most of 

the work asked of them by the 

Interior Ministry in the wake of the 

Catania riot. 

Those not fully complying -- 

Ascoli, Chievo and Empoli -- were 

only allowed to open their gates to 

season-ticket holders. 

Udinese defy Inter 

Take it easy
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afterwards. 
"It is one thing feeling well 

enough to get back to the team and 
another to being considered fit to 
play. He is more than likely to have 
had a brain scan on Sunday and it 
would probably have showed up 
normal and that there was no bleed-
ing. 

"During the period a person is 
knocked out, the brain is not work-
ing. It is like having a computer 
which suddenly doesn't work and 
won't accept anything you type or 
which refuses to save anything. 
When you get it working again, you 
might find it has saved your docu-
ment but it may not have. 

"During the period he was out, 
his brain wasn't getting a lot of 
oxygen but Chelsea are concerned 
about the guy as well as his perfor-
mance and I am positive they will 
have obtained some neurological 
opinion and given him an MRI scan 
to determine whether there is any 
other damage. 

"You can't always predict these 
things and it may take a while to get 
right. But generally, if someone is 
feeling fine in 24 hours, then there is 
likely to be no long-term problems." 

FROM PAGE 21

Yusuf, an intelligent match reader, 
will have the advantage of mixing 
with half the Abahani squad as they 
had played under him in the Olympic 
pre-qualifiers against Hong Kong last 
month.

But he will miss national captain 
and country's number one keeper 
Aminul, who has just returned from 
Mumbai after treatment of a problem 
in his spinal cord.

"It's a big loss but we have a good 
goalie in Titumeer," said Yusuf, who 
claimed to not have any pressure of 
kicking off the tournament against a 
big opposition.

"We will meet all the teams in the 
run. Losing a big match is not impor-
tant in the initial stage. It becomes 
crucial when it's a deciding match at 
the later part. We have to make sure 
we beat all the so-called small teams. 
I will accept any result in tomorrow's 
match," said the former national 
footballer, who also feels that his 
boys have yet to reach the level he 
would like.

"It's just a game and we will put our 
full effort to win. Abahani would be 
stronger without any foreigners in the 
first match because the local players 
will not need to get accustomed to 
conditions."

Yusuf, who prefers a 4-4-2 lineup, 
has two foreigners in his side, 
Ghana's Ghansah and Moroccan 
midfielder Brahim, whose ITC has yet 
to arrive.

"Whatever, happens tomorrow, it 

Foreigners uncertain
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Ashraful appeared and played with 
some enterprise to collect seven 
fours in 60 from 45 balls to beef-up 
the Bangladesh total.

The win was a timely boost of 
confidence for Bangladesh, as they 
played through the competition 
unbeaten. Canada finished second 
with one win, and Bermuda ended 
without a win in the three-match 
series.

Bangladesh and Bermuda have 
been drawn alongside India and Sri 
Lanka in Group B of the World Cup.

Canada face England, New 
Zealand, and Kenya in Group C.

The World Cup officially opens 
on March 11 at the Trelawny 
Stadium in Jamaica, with the first 
match of the competition between 
hosts West Indies and Pakistan 
being played on March 13 at Sabina 
Park in the Jamaica capital, 
Kingston.

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard of the second warm-up 
tri-series match between Canada 

and Bangladesh at the Antigua 
Recreation Ground on Wednesday: 
BANGLADESH 
Iqbal run out 11 
Nafees c Bagai b Cummins 0 
Aftab c Bagai b Cummins 0 
Shakib not out 134 
Bashar c Bagai b Samad 57 
Ashraful c Bagai b Cummins 60 
Extras: (lb-3, w-9, nb-4) 16 
Total: (For 5 wkts in 50 overs) 278 
Did not bat: Rahim, Rafique, 
Mortaza, Razzak, Shahadat. 
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-4, 3-30, 4-162, 
5-278. 
Bowler O M R W
Bhatti 9 0 35 0
Cummins 10 1 60 3
Davison 9 0 42 0
Osinde 6 0 51 0
Dhaniram 6 0 29 0
Codrington 6 0 37 0
Samad 4 0 21 0 
CANADA 
Barnett st Rahim b Shakib 77 
Samad not out 5 
Bagai c Mortaza b Shahadat 0 
Billcliff b Razzak 93 

Davison c Ashraful b Shakib 2 
Mulla run out 44 
Dhaniram st Rahim b Razzak 8 
Codrington c Mortaza b Razzak 0 
Bhatti not out 11 
Extras: (b-4, lb-8, w-5, nb-8) 25 
Total: (For 7 wkts in 50 overs) 265 
Did not bat: Cummins, Osinde 
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-178, 3-190, 4-
195, 5-231, 6-257, 7-257. 
Bowler O M R W
Mortaza 9 1 42 0
Shahadat 8 2 54 2
Razzak 10 1 51 3
Rafique 10 0 49 0
Aftab 3 0 21 0
Shakib 10 1 36 2 
Result: Bangladesh won by 13 
runs. 
Man-of-the-match: Shakib Al 
Hasan.
Toss: Canada. 
Umpires: R. Koertzen (RSA) and 
R. Dill (BER) 
Match Referee: C. Lloyd. 

Sublime Shakib 

Cup format
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tied regardless of the number of 
wickets which have fallen. Each 
match comprises two sessions of 3-
1/2 hours each with a 45-minute 
interval. First session 0930 -- 1300, 
interval 1300 -- 1345, second ses-
sion 1345 -- 1715.

If the start is delayed or play is 
suspended, the match can be 
extended by a maximum 30 min-
utes.

KEY INNOVATIONS
Powerplay -- Fielding restrictions 
when only two fielders are allowed 
outside the 30-metre circle sur-
rounding the wicket with at least two 
in catching positions will be applied 
in three blocks totalling 20 overs.

The first powerplay of 10 overs 
automatically comes into force at 
the start of an innings. The fielding 
captain must then nominate two 
five-over spells when restrictions 
will apply.

Bowl-out -- Cricket's equivalent 
of soccer's penalty shootout if the 
semifinals or final end in a tie. 
Bowlers from opposing teams take 
turns to bowl at a set of three 
stumps. The team with the most hits 
after five deliveries each is the 
winner.

Bopara 
extends
Essex contract
AFP, London

England all-rounder Ravi Bopara 
has extended his contract with 
Essex through to the end of the 
2009 season.

Bopara made his one-day inter-
national debut in the recent 
Commonwealth Bank Series in 
Australia when he played his part in 
an emphatic group stage victory 
over the hosts in Sydney.

And the 21-year-old will on 
Friday travel with England's one-
day squad for the World Cup in West 
Indies.

"I didn't quite know what was 
going to be happening with my 
career a couple of months ago when 
I wasn't involved with England," 
Bopara told Essex's official website.

"But, since I've been involved 
with them, it's just made me want to 
stay with Essex forever.

"Hopefully I'll be playing for 
England more and more but I'm 
ready to stay at Essex for the rest of 
my career. This is where I love 
playing and where I always want to 
play."

Bopara scored 806 runs at 38.38 
in the County Championship last 
season and took 19 wickets at 
47.47. He was also a key figure in 
his county's NatWest Pro40 title 
success.

ICC's war 
against 
doping
AFP, Dubai

The International Cricket Council 
(ICC) will step up its battle against 
doping by target-testing players at 
the World Cup.

The game's governing body 
decided to take the extra steps after 
Pakistan pace duo Shoaib Akhtar 
and Mohammad Asif both tested 
positive for banned substances last 
year.

However, their bans were over-
turned and they were allowed to 
resume their careers.

Ironically, both men were with-
drawn from the Pakistan World Cup 
squad on Thursday with the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
insisting the decision was taken 
because the duo were injured.

"These target tests will be in 
addition to the ICC's commitment to 
randomly test four players -- two 
from each side -- in 17 of the tourna-
ment's 51 matches and may take 
place at any time from March 2 
onwards, the start of the tourna-
ment's support period ahead of the 
warm-up matches," said an ICC 
statement on Thursday.

"The ICC's decision to target test 
has been taken in the wake of 
Pakistan players Shoaib Ahktar and 
Mohammad Asif testing positive for 
banned substances last year.

"The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) withdrew the two players from 
the ICC Champions Trophy in 
October as a result of those findings, 
which came about following internal 
tests prior to the tournament.

Symonds 
gives
Australia 
boost
AFP, Sydney

I n ju red  a l l - rounder  Andrew 
Symonds has boosted Australia's 
World Cup cricket hopes by saying 
he could be available before the pool 
match against South Africa, reports 
said Thursday.

March 24, when Australia will play 
the new world number one team, 
was initially considered an optimistic 
return date for Symonds after he 
ruptured his biceps tendon in a one-
day match against England last 
month.

But an assessment by a special-
ist last Friday has given Symonds 
hope that he could ease his way 
back into the side for a match against 
the Netherlands on March 18.

"I've been trying to get a bit of 
strength and bulk back into the 
muscle and I'm ahead of schedule," 
Symonds told The Sydney Morning 
Herald Thursday.

"I'm allowed to have a bat at the 
end of this week. I'm allowed to hit 
some tennis balls.

"I'm not lifting weights, but it 
nearly feels normal. I'm really happy 
with how it feels and every day I can 
feel it improving a bit.

"I reckon, hopefully, I'll take part 
against South Africa. If not then a bit 
before that. But we just have to wait 
and see how it progresses."

Symonds said he was aware a 
premature return could permanently 
weaken his shoulder.

"If it goes again, that will mean I 
can't throw like I used to," he said.  
"That's what we're trying to steer 
clear of, because hopefully I'll be 
playing a bit longer next season."

Captain Ricky Ponting said he 
was prepared to step in and stop 
Symonds risking further injury by 
playing prematurely at the World 
Cup.

Ponting is buoyed by Symonds' 
progress, but remains wary of risking 
long-term damage by snatching at a 
short-term jackpot.

"The only thing that is going to be 
hard is restraining him a little bit and 
making sure he doesn't get too far 
ahead of himself and do too much 
too early," Ponting told the Daily 
Telegraph before Wednesday's 
team departure for the Caribbean.

Bond - Shane BondAFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's World 
C u p  w i n n i n g  
captain Arjuna 
Ranatunga said 
on Thursday he 
thought India 
would win the 

sport's biggest prize even though the 
2007 tournament was wide open.

Ranatunga, who masterminded his 
country's successful campaign in 1996, 
said Rahul Dravid's India had the depth 
to win the World Cup starting in the 
Caribbean on March 13.

"I desperately want to see Sri 
Lanka win but I feel India has got the 
combination right and they've got the 
ability to surprise teams," Ranatunga 
told AFP.

"They'll probably go all the way."
The former Sri Lankan captain said 

India, who lost to Australia in the last 

World Cup final in 2003, had come a 
long way since then.

"India should look to finish off 
games," he said. "Last time they did so 
well in South Africa, but they panicked 
in the final against Australia.

"The difference with our 1996 team 
was that we took the biggest game of 
our life as yet another match of the 
competition and at the end we saw 
Australians panicking.

"I feel one of the Asian teams can 
do it. Pakistan are very strong too."

Ranatunga, never a favourite with 
Australian crowds and players after he 
vigorously defended Muttiah 
Muralidaran of chucking accusations 
by Australian umpires in 1995, 
believes Ricky Ponting's men will not 
win a third consecutive title.

"The Australians are bluffing," he 
said. "Statements that they are the 
world's best are not entirely true. 
They've got a few weak areas and 
teams should identify those areas and 

put them under pressure."

Ranatunga felt Sri Lanka needed 

to deliver since this could be their last 

chance in many years to win back the 

World Cup.

"This will be Sanath Jayasuriya's last 

World Cup and I am not sure whether 

guys like Muralidaran and Chaminda 

Vaas will be around for 2011.

"Sanath and Murali are once in a 

lifetime players and we should do it 

when they are around. Otherwise it 

will be really tough."

Both India and Sri Lanka are 

drawn alongside Bangladesh and 

first-timers Bermuda in Group B of 

the preliminary league, with the top 

two qualifying for the next round.

The final will be played in 

Barbados on April 28.

Arjuna's money on India

Secret of Sachin's
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order for India in recent times but 
remains the team's vice captain.

"This Indian side is giving me a 
very good feel," he said.

"Getting the right momentum will 
be a crucial factor. The team which 
can adapt to (the) wickets quickly 
will go ahead in the race."

India won the tournament in 
1983 and were beaten finalists in 
South Africa in 2003.

They are in Group B with 1996 
champions Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Bermuda.

Watch out for Nafees

SHAHRIAR NAFEES

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's International Masters 
Enamul Hossain Rajib and Abdullah 
Al Rakib were trailing joint leaders 
GM Tigran Petrosian (Armenia) and 
G M  D a r m e n  S a d v a k a s o v  
(Kazakhstan) by one point after 
Thursday's fifth round in the Kolkata 
Open 07 Grandmaster Chess 
Tournament.

R a j i b  d r e w  w i t h  I n d i a ' s  
Sethuraman while Rakib beat 
Indian IM Deep Sengupta at the 
Gorky Sadan to extend their collec-
tions to 3.5 points.

Fellow Bangladeshis Shakil and 
Debaraj won their matches against 
Indian opponents but GM Niaz 
Murshed, GM Ziaur Rahman and 
FM Mehdi hasan Parag all lost their 
boards.

NATIONAL TT
Hasib and Bappi of Narail lifted the 
boys' doubles title in the Palolic 28th 
N a t i o n a l  T a b l e  T e n n i s  
Championships when they out-
played fellow Narail pair Biplab and 
Rubel 11-5, 11-9, 11-7, 11-6 in the 
f i n a l  a t  t h e  W o o d e n f l o o r  
Gymnasium.

Biman, meanwhile, prevented an 
all-Ansars final in the mixed-
doubles when Hamlet and Tumpa 
beat Mahbub and Rumi 4-3 in the 
semifinals. In the final, the Biman 
duo will face Ansars' Mostafa and 
Saleha, who eliminated teammates 
Munna and Soma 4-2 in the other 
semi.

TENNIS
Top-seed Malaysia recovered from 
the shock of a defeat to hosts 
Bangladesh in the previous round 
when they blanked Jordan 3-0 in the 
Junior Davis Cup Asia/Oceania 
zone pre-qualifiers at the Ramna 
Tennis Complex. 

Singapore defeated Pakistan 2-1 
in the other match.

In the Junior Fed Cup pre-
qualifiers, Bangladesh suffered 
their second defeat when they 
crashed 3-0 to Singapore. Pakistan 
also lost their second game, con-
ceding 3-0 to Sri Lanka.

DIV I CRICKET
Sadharan Bima and Orient Sporting 
Club collected full points in the Kai-
Altech First Division Cricket 
League.

Orient handed Surjo Torun a 
seven-run defeat at the Dhanmondi 
Cricket Stadium. In reply to Orient's 
191-8 in the 43-over a-side match, 
Surjo Torun skittled out for 183 in 42.1 
overs.

In another rain-affected match at 
BKSP, Bima (203-4 in 35 overs), 
defeated CCS (172) by 31 runs. 

405-RUN WIN
Kalatia High School achieved the 
record one-day total at any level in 
domestic cricket when they 
amassed 524-9 on way to a 405-run 
win against Udayan High School at 
kalindi ground. Sony scored 150 off 
70 balls while Anzu made 104 for the 
winners, who bowled out their 
opponents for 119.

In other matches, Natun Jurain 
KM Mainuddin School beat Rajabari 
School by eight runs, Fairy's Faair 
International School beat Rising 
Sun School by six wickets while 
Rupnagar Adarsha School beat 
Beer Shreshtha Munshi Abdur Rouf 
Rifles School by four wickets.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

Sylhet spun 
t o  t h e i r  
s e c o n d  
overall win 
i n  t h e  
I s p a h a n i  

Mirzapore Tea 8th National Cricket 
League yesterday but the remain-
ing two matches ended in draws on 
the final day of the four-dayers.

Despite the 56-run victory, 
Sylhet stayed second from bottom 
in the six-team table but Dhaka, 
who enjoyed first-innings lead 
against table-toppers Rajshahi, 
closed in the gap.

Rajshahi extended their collec-
tion to 34 points while Dhaka are 
two points adrift with Chittagong, 
after their draw against Barisal, are 
a distant third (22 points). 

Barisal and Khulna are level on 
20 points and Khulna on 14.

SYLHET-KHULNA
Set to score 212 in the fourth 
innings, Khulna who resumed on 
87-5, were bundled out for 155 at 
the Khulna Divisional Stadium.

The hosts lost three wickets in 
the space of eight runs to crash to 
114-8 and never recovered despite 
Jamaluddin Babu's lone battle 
during a 152-ball 58.

Man-of - the-match Golam 

Mawla was the peak of the spin trio 
with 3-17 from 13.5 overs.

DHAKA-RAJSHAHI
At Fatullah Stadium, Dhaka 
seemed to be satisfied with four 
points by virtue of first-innings lead 
as they did not go all out. The hosts, 
who began resumed the day on 
203-7 with a handsome 268-run 
lead, ignored a declaration as 
stand-in captain Sajjad Kadir 
inched towards his second hun-
dred of the match. 

But man-of-the-match Sajjad 
remained not out on 91 as Dhaka 
were all out for 319, setting an 
improbable 384-run victory target 
for Rajshahi, who reached 81 for 
one in their second innings at close.

CHITTAGONG-BARISAL
The high scoring match at 
Chittagong Divisional Stadium 
ended in a dull draw as Chittagong, 
who scored a record 622-8 dec. in 
their first innings, rattled 222-3 at 
close of play in their second essay 
with Nazimuddin hammering 
exactly 100 not out in 131 deliver-
ies. Opener Gazi salahuddin, who 
made 165 in the first innings, made 
74 in the second to win the man-of-
the-match award.

Earlier, Barisal who were over-
night 418-8, finished their first 
innings on 486.

SCORES IN BRIEF

SYLHET: 284 and 181. 
KHULNA: 254 and 155 all out in 
70.5 overs (Manirul 1, Imrul 1, 
Hasan 18, Nahidul 22, Manzarul 
23, Jamaluddin 58, Fahim 10, 
extras 19 Rezaul 2-9, Sharif 1-27, 
Samad 1-38, Mawla 3-017, Kapali 
2-50).

RESULT: Sylhet won by 56 runs.
DHAKA: 357 and 319 all out in 

120 overs (Uttam 7, Rashedul 28, 
Anwar 54, Shamsur 36, Riyad 1, 
Sharifullah 39, Sajjad 91 n.o., 
Arafat 2, Rashedul 14, Talha 0, 
Azim 16, extras 31; Shahajada 1-
36, Sumon 4-95, Mahbub 2-29, 
Naim 3-63). 

Rajshahi: 292 and 81-1 in 21 
overs (Zunaed 31, Rafiqul 23 n.o., 
Forhad 27 n.o., Talha 1-21).

RESULT: Match drawn.
CHITTAGONG: 622-8dec and 

222-3 (Salahuddin 74, Nafees 0, 
Nazim 100 n.o., Ehsanul 6, Faisal 
29 n.o., extras 13, Ariful 1-35, 
Arman 1-65, Humayun 1-48). 

BARISAL: 486 all out in 156.2 
overs (Imran 177, Hannan 43, 
Raqibul 11, Nayeem 10, Ali Arman 
20, Raisul 0, Arafat 132, Humayun 
12, Ariful 18, Shahin 33, tariqul 2 
n.o., extras 28, Alamgir 1-53, 
Ashiqur 1-62, Sabbir 6-157, 
Ehsanul 1-61, Sunny 1-57, 
Ehsanul 1-71).

RESULT: Match drawn.

Full marks to Sylhet
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"If you fill one criteria each year, 
you'll achieve ten things in as many 
years," he said giving emphasise on 
club structure.

"Both FIFA and AFC place clubs 
at the centre of football develop-
ment. They are the cornerstone of 
any competition and the cradle for 
developing the next generation of 
players."

"I call upon all partners of 
Bangladeshi football to work 
together to make the Bangladesh 
Professional Football League a 
success and exert efforts for devel-
oping football at every level in 
Bangladesh.”

BFF president SA Sultan, gen-
eral secretary Anwarul Hoque Helal 
and other officials were also pres-
ent.

is a special occasion for all football-

ers. This league will give us recogni-

tion. We can say what our profession 

is now. It was not the case when I 

played. I am happy," said Yusuf who 

will choose from a squad full of stars: 

defenders Hassan Al Mamun, 

Rajani, Titu, midfielders Arman Mia, 

Matiur Munna, Parvez Babu and 

Arman Aziz and forwards Kanchan, 

Moni and Alfaz.

Australia have always been a 
welcome foe for Bond, who ranks 
seventh in the International 
Cricket Council's top 10 ODI 
bowlers.

Against the reigning world 
champions he has taken 34 wick-
ets at 13.88.

"I know where I can bowl to 
these guys to get them out."

He started his career against 
Australia, and posted a New 
Zealand best six for 22 against 
them in the 2003 World Cup.

Against Australia in the recent 
tri-series Bond claimed his first 
hattrick and only the second by a 
New Zealander.

Although his back soreness 
resurfaced during that series, he 
overcame it and fine-tuned for the 
World Cup with 5 for 23 against 
Australia in the opening game of 
the subsequent Chappell-Hadlee 
Trophy series.

Unlike many fast bowlers who 
maintain impressive statistics by 
cleaning up the tail, Bond's value 
to New Zealand is underscored 
by his statistics which show 75 
per cent of his wickets are top-
order batsmen.

AFP, Wellington

When Shane 
Bond starts his 
run up he instils 
an air of confi-
dence in the 
New Zealand 
cricket team -- 

the bulletproof feeling that can 
only be ignited by a world class 
player.

For Bond gives New Zealand 
something all too seldom found in 
a country with a small talent pool -- 
he is a genuinely fast and accurate 
bowler. He is world class.

The policeman turned cricketer 
has a list of accomplishments to 
justify his change of career to 
furnish a reputation as one of the 
best strike bowlers in the world.

Perhaps the most impressive is 
how New Zealand performs with 
and without his firepower.

When Bond plays, the average 
opposition opening partnership in 
a one-day international is 28.42, 
but when he is not there the oppo-

sition's opening average balloons 
to 41.97.

And all too often he is not there 
with his career restricted by a 
series of crippling leg and back 
injuries.

The frustration tells.
"I want to play every game if I 

can, and hopefully I can get myself 
ready to do that," he said in the 
countdown to the World Cup.

"It (the pace) is still there," he 
said. "I don't think I've lost any 
pace from what I had. As I play 
more I'll get stronger and be able 
to maintain it."

Since his international debut 
five years ago, Bond has only 
been available for 59 ODIs -- 
missing more matches than he 
has played -- and taken 112 wick-
ets at 19.66. His strike rate is 
under one every 27 balls.

He was the second fastest 
bowler in the world to reach 100 
ODI wickets, achieving the feat in 
54 matches, one more than 
Pak is tan  sp inne r  Saq la in  
Mushtaq.
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