\ly

S DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2007

The Baily Star

Fiorentina
sign Lupoli

AFP, Rome

Fiorentina have signed ltaly under-
21 international Arturo Lupoli from
English Premiership side Arsenal on
a five-year contract, the Serie A club
confirmed on Monday.

The 19-year-old striker is cur-
rently on loan from Arsenal to
Championship promotion hopefuls
Derby County and will remain there
for the remainder of the season
before returning to Italy in the sum-
mer.

Lupoli joined Arsenal from Serie
A side Parma in 2004, earning a
contract with the north London club
through a scholarship.

He made his Arsenal debut in a
League Cup match against
Manchester City in October 2004,
and scored his first goals for the club
against Everton in the same compe-
tition, netting twice in a 3-1 victory.

Lupoli scored on his debut for
Italy's under-21 team against
Luxembourg in December 2006.

Santa Cruz
wants out

PHOTO: AFP

Chelseamanager Jose Mourinho (2nd R) enters the field to help stop a fight between his players and Arsenal's during

the English League Cup final at The Millennium Stadium in Cardiff on Sunday.

Kachkar close
to OM
purchase

AFP, Marseille

Jack Kachkar's bid to buy French
footballing giants Marseille is in the
process of being finalised, a spokes-
man for the Canadian businessman
confirmed on Monday.

"An agreement is being finalised.
A certain number of technical details
should be sorted in the coming
days," the spokesman said.

The announcement comes after
a long meeting Monday between
lawyers acting for Kachkar, 43, and
current owner Robert Louis-Dreyfus.

Kachkar, president of pharma-
ceutical firm Inyx which employs
more than 575 people in North
America and Europe, has agreed to
pay 115 million euro (151,000 million
dollar) for the club.

Club management had set
February 26 as the deadline for the
purchase to be concluded, but
Kachkar's spokesman insisted that
the operation was following its
normal course and should be sorted
by the end of the month.

Marseille have had an inconsis-
tent season, dropping three places
to eighth in the French league after
suffering a 3-0 drubbing at Toulouse
on Saturday.

Gunners face Rovers test

AFP, Blackburn

TheFA

Arsene Wenger
admits Arsenal
face a huge
challenge as
they try to avoid
their second
Cup upset in a
week.

Wenger
takes his side to
face Blackburn Rovers in the FA
Cup fifth round replay just three
days after their dramatic League
Cup final loss to Chelsea.

With defender Kolo Toure and
striker Emmanuel Adebayor col-
lecting red cards in the closing
seconds of that Millennium Stadium
clash, the fall-out from the contro-
versial 2-1 defeat at the hands of
their Londonrivals has yet to settle.

And the prospect of facing
Blackburn in another highly
charged Cup tie couldn't have
come at a worse time for Wenger's
team.

The first meeting of the two sides
ended in acrimony following a
scoreless draw at the Emirates
Stadium with Gunners midfielder
Cesc Fabregas clashing with
Blackburn manager Mark Hughes
over Rovers's physical style of play.

cupP

unsure of how to approach
Wednesday's match at Ewood
Park.

"l cannot say now what team |
will field at Blackburn," the Arsenal
manager said. "l just wish we did
not have to do it because it is cer-
tainly nota dream place for us to go.

"There is a danger when making
changes, but | can say as well that |
made eight or nine at Bolton in the
last round and it worked. It's the
mystery of management but | still
don't know enough about it," the
Frenchman added.

"You never can predict how
human beings are and what kind of
wave theteamison.

"Whatever happens | know we
will adapt. We have the squad to
cope with it, but you never know
how human beings will react.”

Spanish playnaker Fabregas
insists there were plenty of
positives to come out of the defeat
in Cardiff when Arsenal's young-
sters almost overcame a full-
strength Chelsea side.

"If | was in another team, | would
be scared if you could see all the
young players who are coming from
this Arsenal team," he said.

"You can see that if we keep
playing for three more years
together, then we could do some-

Hughes, meanwhile, is hoping
his decision to rest Benni McCarthy
last weekend will help fire
Blackburn into the FA Cup quarter-
finals.

The Rovers boss opted to keep
his 15-goal leading scorer back on
the substitutes bench for the week-
end 3-0 victory over Portsmouth,
allowing stand-in Shabani Nonda to
take centre-stage with a two-goal
display

And Hughes admitted that a
heavy fixture list had taken it's toll
on McCarthy and that the South
Africa striker had lost his edge in
recent weeks.

The manager, though, will
almost certainly recall the forward
for the Arsenal tie and said: "Benni
needed a break. The onus
goalscoring-wise has fallen at his
feet and he has produced, but he is
probably the only guy in the team
we haven't been able to give a rest
to.

"He has played most of the
games and | thought it was the right
time to give him arest.

"In recent weeks, just a little
spark has maybe gone out of his
game but he will be better for it (the
rest)."

The winners of Wednesday's
match will have a home draw in the

AFP, BERLIN And having stuck by his policy of  thing really big for the club. last eight of the FA Cup against
Nakamura playing his younger squad mem- "We have shown great talent another Premiership side in
Bayern Munich striker Roque Santa bers in the domestic cup competi- here. | am also young and justtryto  Manchester City.

Cruz has pleaded for a club in
England or Spain to rescue him from
the frustration of sitting on the
German champions' substitutes
bench.

The 25-year-old Paraguayan's
contract does not expire until 2009,
but said Tuesday he has had
enough of being paid to not play
football.

"Spain or England would suit me
best," said Santa Cruz, who in
recent seasons has struggled to nail
down afirstteam place.

"l want to play. | miss it and | want
to know what it feels like to be a
footballer again.”

He added that if Bayern turn a
deaf ear to his plea, "l will respect
the decision, but | don't want to be
paid for sitting on the subs bench."

After joining Bayern in 1999,
Santa Cruz played 28 games in the
1999/2000 season scoring five
goals.

Since then he was a regular
feature of the first team until the
2005/2006 season when he also
played a number of games for the
club's second team.

Bentley signs
Rovers deal

AFP, London

David Bentley has been rewarded
for his outstanding form for
Blackburn this season with a new
contract that ties him to the club until
2011.

Bentley, 22, has missed only one
first-team game this season and
scored six goals as Blackburn have
attempted to develop a more attack-
ing style under manager Mark
Hughes.

"David has really blossomed this
season to produce a consistently
high level of performance," Hughes
said after the new deal was
announced. "He is a great talent
with a big future and we are
delighted to have signed him up for
thelongterm."

Bentley, a former captain of
England's under-18s and an under-
21 international, started his career
at Arsenal but moved to Blackburn
in January last year after growing
frustrated at his lack of first team
opportunities in north London.

Rovers chairman John Williams
said the Bentley deal was a sign of
Blackburn's ambition.

"David is widely regarded as one
of the best young footballers in the
country and this represents a very
significant deal for the club, under-

FA charges Chelsea,
Arsenal

m Football

INTERNET, undated

Chelsea and Arsenal have been
charged by the Football
Association with failing to control
their players following a mass
brawl in Sunday's Carling Cup
final at the Millennium Stadium.

Gunners defender Emmanuel
Eboue has been charged with
violent conduct for striking
Chelsea's Wayne Bridge during
the melee, while striker
Emmanuel Adebayor has also
been cited following his reaction
to being sent off by referee
Howard Webb.

A statement from the FA read:
"Arsenal and Chelsea have been
charged with misconduct for an
incident involving players and
officials from both clubs towards
the end of the Carling Cup final on
Sunday, February 25.

"The charge alleges that the
clubs failed to ensure that their
players and/or officials conducted
themselves in an orderly fashion
and/or refrained from provocative
and/or violent behaviour.

"The clubs have until March 14
to respond. There are no individ-
ual charges against officials from
either Arsenal or Chelsea.

"Arsenal's Emmanuel Eboue
has been charged with violent
conduct for striking Chelsea's
Wayne Bridge. He has until 6pm
on Wednesday to respond, and
the case will be heard by a disci-
plinary commission on Thursday
on the basis of documents and
video evidence.

"His team-mate Emmanuel
Adebayor has been charged with
reacting aggressively and failing
to leave the field of play immedi-
ately after being sent off. He has
until 6pm on Wednesday to
respond to the charge and his
case will be heard by a disciplin-
ary commission on Tuesday,
March 6. As this charge is outside
the jurisdiction of the match offi-
cials (he had already been sent
off), he has the right to a personal
hearing."

The melee at the Millennium
Stadium was sparked following a
confrontation between Jon Obi
Mikel and Kolo Toure, with players
and coaches from both sides
becoming involved.

Adebayor protested his inno-
cence, and while he may have a
case for mistaken identity given
the actions of full-back Eboue in
his clash with Bridge, the Togo
striker now looks set to face fur-
ther sanctions for the way in which
he both confronted referee Webb
and refused to immediately leave

the pitch.

"| saw a lot of people getting
angry and when | first got there it
was to stop people and bring [the
situation] down. It was a final and |
did not want a lot of people to get
involved," said Adebayor, a sec-
ond-half substitute on Sunday.

"When the referee showed me
ared card | could not believe it.

"I remember straight away
[Arsenal physio] Gary Lewin
came to me to say, 'Come on
Manu, let's go,' but | said, 'Just
leave me to me ask one question -
why did he give me ared card?"

"A lot of people thought | was
going to hit him, but | was not."

Adebayor, 21, added: "l think it
is very important for me [to
appeal] because | did not do
anything wrong.

"I did not hit anybody, but he
gave me ared card.”

The brawl, which saw as many
players dismissed in one minute
as in the 46 previous finals alto-
gether, completely overshadowed
a pulsating contest, which also
featured Chelsea skipper John
Terry being stretchered off after
being kicked in the head by Abou
Diaby as the Blues prevailed 2-1.

Jol singing Berbatov

praises

I/ Football

THE GUARDIAN

It says much about the impact
Dimitar Berbatov has made at
White Hart Lane that on an after-
noon when Tottenham Hotspur
demolished Bolton Wanderers 4-1
and Arsenal were beaten in the
Carling Cup final by Chelsea the
most deafening ovation of all was
reserved for the Bulgarian centre-
forward.

had bedazzled.

"Bill Nicolson used to buy one
very special player every year and
Berbatov looks like a Bill Nicholson
type of buy," said Steve Perryman,
who captained Tottenham under
Nicholson's management for five
years. "He's making a name for
himself and the Tottenham sup-
porters have responded to him."

Berbatov's combination of
speed, strength, positional aware-
ness and composure, as well as
natural instincts in front of goal,
have seen him find the target 15

In Germany Berbatov was
nicknamed "the devil with the face
of an angel" because his innocent
appearance was offset by a deadly
ability to score goals. He has
netted 34 times in 54 international
appearances and is swiftly becom-
ing as popular in his homeland as
the 1994 European footballer of
the year, and Berbatov's idol,
Hristo Stoichkov.

The 26-year-old scored more
than 15 goals in each of his final
three seasons at the BayArena,
though eyebrows were raised

breaks hand

AFP, Glasgow

Celtic's Shunsuke Nakamura has
broken a bone in his left hand, the
club's official website said Monday.

The Japan midfielder sustained
the injury during the Hoops dramatic
2-1 Scottish Cup quarter-final win
away to Inverness on Sunday,
where two late goals booked the
Glasgow giants' place in the last
four.

Celtic are set to issue an update
on Nakamura's fitness later in the
week.

The reigning Scottish champions
and current leaders have a home
league fixture against Dunfermline
at Parkhead on Saturday before
heading to Italy for the second leg of
their Champions League tie against
AC Milan on Wednesday, March 7.

Own goal
propels Juve

AFP, Rome

Juventus remain on course for a
swift return to Serie A after winning
1-0 at Modena on Monday.

Modena had defended most of
the match but looked set to take a
point, until Matteo Centurioni
headed Valeri Bojinov's right-wing
cross into his own net four minutes
fromtime.

Victory for Didier Deschamps'
side took them two points clear at
the top of Serie B, ltaly's second
division.

Juventus have 46 points, two
more than Napoli and five clear of
third-placed Piacenza.

Juventus coach Deschamps
said he felt his team deserved the
win.

"It would have been a shame had
we not won as | thought we domi-
nated the match," the Frenchman
told SKY ltalia.

"We created lots of chances in
the first half. Then our performance
dipped in the first 15 minutes of the
second half, but then we picked up
the tempo again and | thought we
were worthy of the three points."

Juventus were demoted from
Serie A and given a nine-point
penalty for their part in the Italian
match-fixing scandal.

Spurs appeal
Keane card

tions, Wenger admits he is now

do my best for the team."

Liverpool confirm

Voronin capture

/s 4 Football

AFP, Liverpool

Ukrainian star Andriy Voronin has
signed for English Premiership
giants Liverpool on a four year
contract the club announced on
Monday.

The 27-year-old 40-times
capped international strike partner
of Chelsea's Andriy Shevchenko
will cost nothing when he leaves
German side Bayer Leverkusen at
the end of the season as he willbe a
free agent.

Voronin, who has scored five
goals in his 40 international
appearances, has spent most of his
career in Germany playing for
Cologne, Mainz and Borussia

Monchengladbach.

The signing of Voronin, who was
part of the Ukraine team that
reached the World Cup
quarterfinals last year, puts pres-
sure on former England interna-
tional Robbie Fowler retaining his
place in the squad despite scoring
twice on Saturday in the victory
over Sheffield United.

But with Dirk Kuyt, Craig
Bellamy and Peter Crouch also
vying for places up front Liverpool
manager Rafael Benitez refused to
discuss a new deal for the 31-year-
old Fowler.

"He's a really good finisher, still
the best we have, and | sometimes
think that if we could have Bellamy
running at defenders and carrying
the ball 20 yards, then turning into
Fowler with the goal in sight, it

would be perfect," the Spaniard
told the club's website.

"If you create chances for him,
you know you can rely on his finish-
ing and that is a very important
quality to have.

"We have four very good strik-
ers, all with different skills. You can
make the most of Peter Crouch's
aerial ability, Dirk Kuyt works hard
between the lines and Bellamy runs
behind defences.

"We can talk about Robbie's
future at a later date but, if he
scores every time he plays over the
next few months, you never know."

Voronin's transfer is the first
under the new regime of American
tycoons George Gillett and Tom
Hicks, who agreed a takeover of
Liverpool earlier this month.
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Valeri Bojinov of Juventus (C) celebrates with his teammates during the Serie B match against Modena in Modena on

Monday.
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