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The Second International CBA Workshop in Dhaka

Backgrounds, Themes and Objectives

Climate change is the greatest threat 1o mankind and Bangladesh has been identified by the world
BANGLADESH scientists as one of the most vulnerable and potentially one of the most severely impacted countrics
2 by the climate impacts including extreme weather events. To redress the impacts, the global
community is looking for scientific leadership, solutions and appropriate processes. To contribute to
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NS this lglobal discourse, the Second International \Vn_rkshlj!n on Community Based Adaptation (CBA)
- to Climate Change is being held in Bangladesh during 24-28 February 2007. The workshop includes Message
three key components: . 3
(a) Field Visits Global emissioh of Green House Gases is approaching such an alarming level that it
Message (b) Technical Sessions and would eventually cause climate changes. Such o change would in its tumn affect
(c) High Level Panels and Concluding Sessions cconomic and other forms of human activities of many countries. Inspite of many
S I . A . : Al o initiatives taken by the global community the twm around in emission is yet to be
I welcome the initiative of Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Swdies The main workshop cvents are being held at the Radisson Hotel in Dhaka. The new scientific visible. Concerted efforts are, therefore, essential to initiate proactive interventions

information on threats of climate change impacts and science of adaptation to climate change,

{RCAS); Intemationial Institute for Envisonment and Development (IIED) community based adaptation experiences to climate variability and extreme weather evenis and

aimed at retarding the progress of global pollution. We in Bangladesh are concerned
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and the Regional & International Networking Group (RING) for jointly future actions will be presented and discussed in the three-day workshop. The core themes of the f_‘;""l;:;:im" eomniry iy widely bokeved (0he omo oF Bie worsk vicus (Of S
organizing the Second International Workshop on Community Based workshgp are: ik ¢ ; L B—_ R e T T L
: . - e @ ]gn.‘i al ¢ ﬂﬂgc, rom loca log abal, understanding a le“l.ll(ﬂ'n O chimate © ilﬂgf.‘; n addition to the endeavors o understand the ynumlcs OF Clumale Clilﬂgl!s and 1ts
Adaptation to Climate Change in Dhaka. @ Partnerships in adaptation; i impact on life, wd have 1o evolve action plans on preparing ourselves Lo live with the
@ Adaptation practices in sectors and regions; ‘ harsh realities of climate changes. In the backdrop of the emerging sitation, the
The global scientific community has highlighted Bangladesh as one of the @ Knowledge, education and awareness on climate change and "Second International Workshop on C{;:‘llu],l:nlil}; Basmlﬁ&%ﬁplmmn 1" Climate
T ; 58 i i ® Mainstreaming adaptation to climate change into development process., Change™ in Dhaka, Bangladesh during 24-28 February 2007 assumes enormous
cgunmcb most vulnerable to the impacts .O.T climate change. As such ]E 1 1 3 : A : 3 . . impoitance. T commend the joinl endeavors and wisdom of Bangladesh Centre for
vital that we try to strengthen our capacities to adapt to a fast-changing The workshop aims o raise mfc§smnnl capacity in developing and implementing strategies, Advanced Studies, International Institute for Environment and Development and
global environmental scenario. programmes and projects for adaptation to climate change. The outcomes of the workshop will also International  Networking  Group of organizations working for Sustainable
improve existing d‘)mjccl activities, and help identifying new project ideas. providing a basis for a Development in selecting Bangladesh as the venue for this imporant cvent.
deeper understanding of the mechanisms needed to plan and implement adaptation. The proceedings . . e u
I wish the forthcoming workshop all success. of the workshop and reviewed papers will be published as a book. I understand that representatives from 40 countries are participating in the Workshop.
It thus creates an opportunity to share knowledge leading to a set of pro-active plans
The First Workshop on Community Based Adﬂgiaﬁ&n and actions relevant to creation of awareness and evolution of needed interventions.
This is the second workshop on this subject, The first CBA workshop was held in Dhaka in January PR T N S S FEE O SN s TN
- st Ko | 2005 The ccnihe dings and xchingo f experchce of i workshop were ighty appreciicd | Ll weleoning he ol and et pents nd wibin i suces,
i by the global community of climate change scientists, policy makers and practitioners. 11 was T :
Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed decided to hold the second follow up workshop focusing on field level experiences. The subject uwm
malter and outcomes of the workshop are becoming increasingly important in the United Nations el .26 , W00 DrC S Karm
- Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations and Global Environment
s Facility (GEF) and other financial mechanisms. It is also a major concern in the Intergovernmental
SCEPTICS ARE OUT Increasing Flood Damages in Bangladesh Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) scientific deliberations. The global actors are also looking for : : A LAge:
The Intergovemmental Panel on fepact of food our by dsml Insiodos food tinsled: response options. The workshop is co-sponsored by a number international development partners
Climate (IPCC) announced 12000 ce0 10 including British High Commission, Dhaka, Commonwealth Foundation, DEFRA
this month that there is a 90 percent | = 10 600 The Second Workshop . ; and DFID, UK and a number of key international environment and development
probability that human activities are | = soo 7 Dr C. S. Karim, Advisor to the Caretaker Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. NGOs including Oxfam. Christian Aid. Red Cross International and Practical
causing global warming; bringi Q senior level national and global policy makers, representative of British High Commission, W Tl ;R s R
more droughts, heat waves g semao 400 & s I : : Bl g Action. The workshop is being facilitated and supported by the Ministry of
| s J : B 6000 2 BEuropean Commission, German Government and several other international bodies in Dhaka, the - : b i e atreo i
HSINg seas, a0 8 . . ) . : : Environment and Forests, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs
o i Lo g - Vice Chairman of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and several lead authors of and their kev:associate aoehaies Of tholiovemim st CF Banalatsch :
The report high credibility leaves | £ 2410 E‘ the TPCC will address the participants and audience of the wurksha]r, About 50 scientific papers will et 3 ECRAt:
no more —excuse to the 8 oo 100 &  be presented in various technical and plenary sessions. Structured discussions will be held to derive  Field Visits i : Saspet:
i i a set of key recommendations, on adaptation to climate change. A high level panel will discuss the . The workshop is organized afier a two-day.field visits by-the dnternational-and;?
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|The IPCC is an international ; ey Y : : ; g R R
| body gmuping 2,500 scientists Y R SRR This workshop is being jointly organized by the Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS), g;;f;:{ﬁ?;;i‘hiﬂg Si(:?:égug;%r:ﬁ%gg%?c agiq::.:igr aa}fg;:aloz]:;::sng mﬁdﬂg
from 130 countries. Dhaka, International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), London, UK, and Regional . : ; )

i : : during 24-25 February. The experts and practitioners came from Asia and the
Fbod.dmnagasareincrpasmg,mfsmr increase vaslly as climate  and International Netwdrking Group (RING). ; leciﬁ%: AR A stﬁ%a.x‘ﬂum pc!:: North Anr*,l;ﬂca and Latin Americe, Thoy visitsd
; ; ~ . . the salinity affected coastal zone of Bangladesh, drought prone Northwestern
Bangladesh: One of the most Vulnerable Countries to Climate Change Impacts Barind area and flood affected central parts of the country. The local partaer NGOs

g from the respective arcas facilitated the organization of the field visits. |
; mcumaﬁcel?auge is a reality ) g R - = Addressing Climate Change: Mitigation and Adaptation 4 ?
i ange is now a reality. The recent findings of the Fou ssessment Report of the  There are two main approaches 1o address climate change and its impacts. These are mitigation (reduction Y : 3 : SaE :
wmiil,se‘ientigﬁc cﬂmmunity.ty represented by lh%. Intergovernmental Panel orIzm Climate  of GHG emission) fa[:%ulling dangerous climate change and ndupm!icm to address the impacts of climate  PEOPle a;‘d ;h*" vu":ﬁr“bl? gr?“pj. ’.?bm“ their W;‘qemb'[:")i. CUIERLICONIN .?;d
“hange (IPCC), demonstrates that human activities are responsible for global warming and  change. Mitigation is the main response measure to prevent future impacts of climate change and consists ~ °PHous for future adaptation in different geographic and climatic c?nlelir.ls.-- rle .
global climate change. Climate change impacts have been already visible across the world — of acts such as switching from using coal to petroleum to natural gas (the least polluting fossil fuely or ~technical and concluding ses$fon will combine ﬁf’ld experience across the world
in various forms. This is demonstrated gh various recent extreme climatic cvents  better still switching gradually with evolving technologies from fossil fuels to renewable energy (such as with theories of adaptation and development processes. :
~around the world such as prolonged floods and severe drought in South Asia and Africa, solar or wind), as well as generally reducing energy use and increasing energy efficiency, The :
heat waves in Europe, devastating cyclones and tidal surges (Katrina and Rita) in Atlantic  development processes need to be significantly de-carbonized.

change impacts increase fiooding and sea level rise

The participants observed the field situations and sought views of community

‘coasts. The 19905 was the warmest decade and the year 1998 was the warmest on record, : : ; : : : # 4 C * —

The century is e ted to see warmi icker at any time in the past 1 Adaptation entails efforts 1o deal (or cope) with the unavoidable impacts of climate change (due to the yrought Prone Aren. Rahi & 1 Drought Prone Area, Rabi &
niury 1§ cxpec Sec warming qu an y P f : _ . _ g Drought Prone Areq, Rahi & ; Nl ~

years due to many anthropogenic activities. It seems that we cannot prevent climate change  failure of mitigation efforts). \In recent years, adaplation has gained in prominence as an important TEv Gy Pre-Rhonif Season in 1990 | 3ng,  Prekhaf Scxsonin2075

and it will affect the basic elements of human life including food, water, health, fodders and ~— Tesponse measure (especially for poor and vulnerable countries) since it became clear that some impacts £ ? ! N, 2 (Predigted)
fuel. Climate change will have adyerse impacts on human, social and natural sysiems and ~ are now unavoidable in the short to medium term.

sub-systems in different degrees. The developing and poor countries including Bangladesh .

is one of the most vulnerable to the adversities of climate change due to their poor socio-  Mitigation Must, Adaptation Too ) ; LA

economic development and lack of capacity to address the impacts. Mitigation is the best form of adaptation. Adaptation is certainly no substitute for mitigation. Any delay

: o - RN ATION ST O9l in reducing emissions will only increase the need and cost of
.ggnmlamd?n.gﬁ if':‘:];’::::n Brnggla_gleshm £ Llitridhe LD SOMN THIGINTIRNATIDNA L 8RB adaptation, and increase the risk of runaway global climate change.
oh gadcsdm Yo it's. geonhyrical Tocation. hydrolopical | On 21 February 2007, Henry Chu, Staff Writer of The Los Angeles | Significant carbon reduction must be achieved in the short
; mﬂﬂﬁ b DR EEPIY led[ e a!y 8 Times reports "Climate change laps at Bangladesh's shores rising | opportunity presented in this and the next decade.

tluence %mmsm“ fa-l? ARG hwmcr OW | oceans are already a reality there, and thoasands of people could be

'-'E‘;:;;c'sm“sn'- caucsincgmglc:‘ryud'i _ﬁghlggomgzuiwga;:r d:; displaced”- Reporting from Bhamia, Southern Bangladesh. Adapation and mitigation can complement each other. Adaptation to
AR Gh TS shuason Will be & ted in the warmer | GLOBAL warming has a taste in this village. It is the taste of sal. [ ¢limate change may build capacity of the vulnerable groups of people
clibiate tesulting in Severe dgg‘rou ga hl ats and increasing Only a few years ago, water from the local pond was fresh and sweet | 10 better cope with adverse impact of possible climate change or
floods. The maps ﬁho\:\r the current and projectcd 5 on Samit Biswas' tongue. 1t quenched his family’s thirst and cleansed | extreme climatic events while mitigation. as a response siralegy

) et e their bodies. But drinking a cupful now leaves a brny flavor in his | would reduce GHG emission and thus help 1o stable rapid climate
under drought amlxtdg.monal likelihood of floods. mouth. Tiny white crystals sprout on Biswas® skin after he bathes and | change. Adaptation deals with adverse effects of climate change
It is projected that the possible sea level rise will affect | ™ his clothes after his wife washes them. through a process, practices and structure while mitigation deals with

the country by inundating coastal areas of Bangladesh. The change, international scientists say, is the result of intensified reduction n_f greenhouse gases I!!mugh different ’mechunism:\._‘l‘hcm
These will dislocatc millions of people from their | flooding caused by shifting climate patterns, Warmer weather and 8¢ synergies between mitigation and adaptation. Adapiation to
‘homes, occupations and livelihoods.  Salinity has rising oceans are sending scawater surging up Bangladesh's rivers in | climate change should be long term responses to deal with :lnllmpaléd

a]mdi,f increased in the coastal zones. This is realer vo!umc and frclqul:ncy, t:x[n:r_ts say, overflowing and seeping | long-term cfﬁ:.c[.s of climate change on lives and livelihoods ;?enplu’a.\ ard:
‘contributed by low flow of fresh water from the Ganges | 110 the soil and water supply of thousands of peaple. ........ well as social and natural systems of a country or u region, The P SR SET ; >~ x = -
and ingress of salt water from Bay of Bengal. It is | ... Global warming trends have alrendy exacerbated that, and the aduptu!‘.lon o -_f:lmlillt: chﬂnge_ 15 l‘? be |nchgr_ﬂlcd w“h‘,lhcl .""Ic"'m.lf E ; | ("mp""'ir"dglg"”glg'}";;g
- predicted that for 45cm of sea level rise about 10 percent situation will probably get worse, scientists say. “A little increase in | hational policies and strategies as well as in the socio-cconomic || AP | of drought and flood by
of the country will be inundated. Further for a 1m sea temperature, %!e climate change, has a magnified impact here," development process, natural resources management and livelihoods Wi i
level sise 21% of the country will go under sall water. gui A. Atig Rahman, t_i:rﬁcmr of the Bungin;}csllm Center £c>r Advanced | promotion efforts. . !
This has affected the agriculture, mangroves includin: mdl‘es - the country’s lcading covironmental rescarch group - in , f Ay |
the: Sunderbans and g:s!nl ecosystem. The climmg Dhaka, the capital. "That's whl;nl lmll\cs' lhf; pupu}yunn hcrch}stm The communities are adaptinig to the changes A e |
h d th ibl level rise is likel vulnerable.” ............." Tomorrow's poverty will be far worse than | copmunjties and peoples in Bangladesh are already actively | Lem !
change and the possibie sca level nise 15 hKely 10 | qday's " Rahman said. .......... (Abndged) { s Y bt 1 i however th St i
inundate the coastal wetlands, lowlands, accentuate adapting to clup;ue varia l'll!)‘. Lis however the poor communities are i ]
coastal erosion, increase frequent and severe floods, create drainage and irrigation problems.  in the front lines of this climate battle. Bangladeshis are not sitting idle, they are building dams, changing b }
The poor and marginal groups would be critically affected by the possible sca level rise and  agricultural practices and irrigating their soils to avoid drought. But despite their dynamic approach, the ! |
salinity in trusion inBangladesh coustal zone. Sea level rise from the south and enhanced  climate challenge is too vast, Much remains to be done. Bangladesh needs to continue developing its :
Himalayan snow and glacial melt from the north will inundate additional large parts of adaptation techniques, share their knowledge with other vulnerable countries and plan for future weather fn!
Bangladesh over today's flood affected areas, changes. It also needs to develop using clean energy. where possible, and continue to put forth a strorig .
Tmt.s fo increase poverty negotiation team and efforts for international negotiations, in order to bring more atiention o the plight of
e e . , ; : developing countries in relation to climate change and adaptation. The government and NGOs are .
Climate change and “:h m“gatl‘:d events will affect dﬂ}"" "“:M“L;Q?“@z;zdlzg;:tﬂ‘;m working together and setting a good example. But much more needs to be done. The challenges are multi-
Empmy_ Ef“l'j'::es o onas slc ’:Jsé m:ngm‘;cfm".ﬂ wi?lr?o;’mutg tng?;clrcuscl vy, Sectoral, multi-dimensional. long term and the causes are global in nature.
Climate change will affect lﬂzos%ctom‘.l as-wm';'rcgi(;nal developments and current disaster  Freedom from climate injustice : : : s 5 ul
preparedness. Climate change impacts may affect achicving the MDGs, particularly the goal Climate change is an issue of consumption, production and environmental justice. Civil society plays a _
-one ie., eradicating poverty and hunger. Because, climate changc'is likely to directly key role in influencing governments and other stakeholders to make decisions in favour of the planet, p—_— ! ] e
impnct 1]’13 pobr'i; livelihoods in many ways, their assets and resources base including their above small groups' on indiwr..'m'al country's narrow interests. It is the right _ui‘ poor countries to meet their ’ - - . ; ) %
‘employment, income, access to water and natural resources and health. The poor in development needs and achieve their dignity. Freedom from hunger. injustice, terror and political == : L : = .
; Bangladesh will face more food insecurity, water stress and health problems in the rapidly repression will be lhrc.::lcn_cd by climate cl'aangc_ all over the wfyrld. Nn_ part of the pl;!m:_t_ls free ﬁnm this The Red Linc shows Inundation of Lands for tdd?ftllj??!“ ];chc';]‘iflw Drought uiw Increascs
changing climate. The effort to reduce poverty. under Poverty Reduction Strategy Plan dggge:.;cglmmltc sccurity is a global affair. Climate change is an issue of global justice and must be I meuersealevel mse. ¥ 20 ﬁﬁgncd:wl:nwm; nqghmt P mué"?
(PRSP) will be significantly undermined by the impacts of climate changes in Bangladesh, ~ 400ressed now. : Deep blue s.bml%g%dl coverage increases from
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