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DU CONVOCATION

Yunus to receive
honorary Doctor
of Laws degree

Says vice-chancellor

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University (DU) Vice-
chancellor (VC) Prof SMA Faiz putan
end to recent "convocation speaker
controversy" by saying that Nobel
laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus will
attend the 43rd convocation cere-
mony of DU to receive his honorary
Doctor of Laws degree.

The 43rd convocation ceremony
of DU is scheduled to be held on
February 28.

"He will certainly deliver a
speech on the occasion of receiving
his Doctor of Laws degree, but that
will not be a convocation speech,"
Prof Faiz told The Daily Star cate-
gorically denying that Yunus would
be the convocation speaker.

The VC said DU authorities in a
letter on February 15 invited him to
receive the honorary degree and to
be the convocation speaker.
Reading out Yunus's reply letter to
DU authorities invitation, the VC
said he gave consent to receiving
the Doctor of Laws degree but
Yunus did not say whether he would
be the convocation speaker.

"Earlier, Pakistan's Nobel laure-
ate Prof Abdus Salam and former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina also
delivered speeches on the occasion of
receiving their degrees. Prof Yunus's
will deliver a speech like they did but it
will not be as the convocation
speaker," Prof Faiz said.

However, the VC did not disclose
this to the Academic Council meet-
ing held February 18 despite a
number of teachers opposed Yunus
on the campus as convocation
speaker for his present position.
Even the VC remained silent in this
regard until yesterday afternoon.

Asked why it was not disclosed
earlier, the VC said, "There were
only five teachers at the council
meeting who opposed Yunus as
convocation speaker and their
protest was not strong, so | did not
feel it was worth disclosing this
earlier. But newspapers ran biased
news items on this."

Yunus's possibility of becoming
the convocation speaker sparked
protest from a large section of DU
teachers and different student
organisations. They said a politician
was never invited to the convocation
as convocation speaker and Yunus
became a politician by announcing
his political party.

At a press conference yesterday,
pro-Awami League Blue Panel
teachers demanded that Yunus not
be made convocation speaker.

Former Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (Duta) presi-
dent Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique
said if the convocation was held on
its previous schedule of December
24, teachers would allow Yunus
there as convocation speaker since
he had no political leanings then.
But by announcing a political party,
he has become a politician, the
professor added.

At the press conference Prof
Nazma Shaheen said the Nobel
laureate has formed a political party
and the formation of a political party
means Yunus has a political oppo-
nent. So, he is a controversial
person now, she added.

If a party chief attends the convo-
cation as convocation speaker then
the long tradition and sanctity of the
DU convocation would be tarnished,
as no politically affiliated person has
been made convocation speaker in
the 86 years of history of the univer-
sity, Shaheen said.

AluB CONVOCATION

UGC asked to
strictly monitor
appointment of
teachers

BssS, Dhaka

President lajuddin Ahmed yesterday
asked the universities to take the key
role for developing human resources
in the country to face the challenges
of globalisation.

“The country now needs more
efficient human resources to face the
challenge and the universities will
have to take the key role to develop
the human resources,” he told the
seventh convocation ceremony of
American International University of
Bangladesh (AIUB) at Bangladesh-
China Friendship Convention
Centre.

lajuddin, also chancellor of the
university, said the highest learning
centres of the country must ensure
“quality education” appointing com-
petentteachers.

“What the universities need most
is competent teachers who should be
appointed through appropriate
selection committee under a proper
screening process,” he said.

The president urged the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) to strictly monitor the issue of
teachers' appointment.

He also urged the private univer-
sities to find ways to overcome their
constraints regarding their own
campuses, libraries, research facili-
ties and congenial atmosphere.

The president reminded the
graduates of their social responsibili-
ties and duties towards the country.

AIUB Vice Chancellor Dr Carmen
Z Lamagna chaired the ceremony.

Former chief adviser to a care-
taker government Justice Latifur
Rahman, UGC Chairman Prof Dr
Asaduzzaman and AIUB Trustee
Board Chairman Dr Anwarul Abedin
also spoke at the function.

'‘Declare time frame to
hold free, fair election’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yesterday
urged the caretaker government (CG)
to declare a time frame for holding a
free and fair election in the country.

They said a non-elected govern-
ment should not stay in a democratic
country like Bangladesh for an indefi-
nite period.

The discussion on 'Our expectation
from the caretaker govemment and
political parities’ was organised by
Ekaturer Ghatok Dalal Nirmul
Committee, a forum for secular
Bangladesh, atthe CIRDAP auditorium.

National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury, president of the Nirmul
Committee, said itis possible for CG to
hold next general election within six
months.

"The CG should also take action
against the syndicate to control the
price spiral of essentials," said Kabir
Chowdhury who presided over the
discussion.

Air Vice Marshal (Retd) AK
Khandaker Bir Uttam said a vast number
of Jamaatleaders are engagedin corrup-
tion but the CG is yet to take any mea-
suresagainstthem.

"People do not believe that Jamaat
leaders were notinvolved in corruption
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Speakers at a discussion on 'Our expectation from the caretaker govern-
ment and political parities', organised by Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee, at CIRDAP auditorium in the city yesterday. Sitting from left are
Justice Golam Rabbani, Air Vice Marshal (Retd) AK Khandaker Bir Uttam,
Prof Kabir Chowdhury and Prof Ajoy Roy.

or militancy during the last five years,"
he said while addressing as chief
guestatthe discussion.

Columnist Shahrier Kabir said
questions have emerged against the
CG because BNP Senior Joint
Secretary General Tarique Rahman
who plundered huge amount of
money and Jamaat Ameer Motiur

Rahman Nizami who pioneered the
militancy, are yetto be arrested.

Justice Golam Rabbani, Journalist
Kamal Lohani, Prof Ajoy Roy,
Shyamoli Nasreen Chowdhury and
Prof Muntasir Mamun also spoke at
the meeting.

More relief found at Jamaat, BNP |leaders' houses
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enforcing strikes.

In Tarash upazila, they recov-
ered 63 Cl sheets from the house of
union parishad member Shatullah in
Shakoa Dighi village, and 27 other
sheets from the house of BNP
leader Reaz Uddin in Gurma village.

In Netrakona, the forces recov-
ered 149 CI sheets for relief from
Madan, Kendua and Mohonganj
upazilas on Saturday night.

Ofthe sheets, 26 were recovered
from Ratnapur village house of
former general secretary of Madan
poura BNP Haresur Rahman and 16
from Madan municipality
Commissioner Abdus Salam's
house on College Road.

Fifty Cl sheets were recovered
from Kendua upazila BNP leader
Mir Kasim's house at Maska village
while 57 others from Mohonganj
upazila BNP leader Maniruddin's
house at Magan village.

In Khagrachhari, the forces
arrested Dighinala Upazila Jubo Dal
GS Mohammad Abdur Rahman
yesterday from Merung area for
misappropriating government fund
and land grabbing. He was sent to
Khagrachharijail.

In Gazipur, the joint forces recov-
ered two bundles of Cl sheets from
the house of Kaliganj upazila Jubo
Dalleader Mohammad Shahidullah.

Although he was awarded 14
years' imprisonment for the killing of
Awami League leader Moyezuddin
in 1984, former president HM
Ershad pardoned him, and he later
joined the BNP.

The forces also recovered two
pistols with two bullets from listed
criminal Abdul Hye's house at
Kaliganjin Gazipur.

In Manikganj, police recovered
32 Cl sheets used in the BNP office
at Galabazar.

They also seized 16 Cl sheets
from the houses of Ansar Ali and
Abdul Munnaf of Brahmanbaria
village.

In Pabna, police recovered 34 ClI
sheets that were dumped in a pond
of Mokam Ali in Batipara village in
Chatmohor upazila on Saturday
night.

In Chandpur, joint forces recov-
ered 18 Cl sheets from the house of
alleged criminal Boro Jamailya, who
is known to be a cadre of a BNP
leader and former state minister, at
Meghdair village on Saturday night.

The forces arrested Mymensingh
Chamber of Commerce President
AKM Shamsuddin, who is widely
blamed for patronising criminals,
extortionists and land grabbers,
from his Shyamoli residence in
Dhaka City, reports UNB.

In Kushtia, the joint forces
arrested Khoksha upazila AL
President Sadaruddin Khan and
recovered a .22 bore rifle and five
bullets from his house at Samaspur
village in the upazila early Sunday,
reports UNB.

He was wanted in 12 cases
including one for murder.

In Comilla, Rapid Action
Battalion yesterday recovered a
Chinese .22 bore revolver, two shot
guns, one LG, eight knives and nine

bullets from former BNP MP Manirul
Haqg's abandoned farming tools
manufacturing factory at Noya
village, reports UNB.

In Sylhet, joint forces arrested city
corporation Ward Commissioner
Farhad Chowdhury Shamim, also a
BNP leader who is facing four criminal
cases, from Choukidekhi area on
Saturday night, reports UNB. He was
later senttojail.

In Satkhira, police yesterday
seized 24 and 18 Cl sheets from the
houses of Jamaat-e-Islami activists
Yunus Ali and Rajab Ali in
Shyamnagar and 24 others from a
kindergarten school run by another
Jamaat activist Abdul Latif in
Kolaroa upazila, reports UNB.

They also recovered 79 CI
sheets from four houses and a
traders' association office in Sadar,
Shyamnagar and Kaliganj upazilas.

In Gopalganj, the joint forces
arrested Gopalganj municipality
Chairman Hasmat Ali Shikder
Chunnu yesterday on charge of
corruption, abuse of power and
grabbing public land, UNB reports.

They seized four cheque books
and arrested 'personal accountant'
Jubayer from Chunnu's house and
also seized Tk 70,000, a cover of
pistol and a bullet belt from the
house of his son-in-law Chhoton
Shikder.
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Graduates pose for photograph with President lajuddin Ahmed at the 7th Convocation Ceremony of American
International University- Bangladesh (AIUB) at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre in the city yesterday.

Contractors capitalise on power crisis in talks
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The government is also accepting
the same deviation for the 50 MW
Fenchuganj power plant to be
installed by Ornate Services Ltd,
which is owned by a close relative of
a very powerful minister of the past
alliance government.

Abarge-mount plant is movable,
while an immobile land-based plant
demands land allocation and land
lease agreement (LLA). This means
the small power plant is going to
block precious power plant site and
prevent installation of bigger pro-
jects.

"The factis Bangladesh does not
have many land sites along with
appropriate infrastructure where
one can install power plants. It is
utterly foolish to allow installation of
some 50 MW plants on rental terms
when we need to set up much
bigger plants very soon," said an
expert.

Hosaf is also being allowed to
have a rental contract for five years
instead of three years, keeping the
power tariff the same. Power
Development Board (PDB) experts
say a rental contract for five years
should be able to give a lower price
quote than that of a three-year
contract. Hosaf is availing this
undue benefit both in its Feni and
Barabkundu power projects (20
MW each).

The authorities are also giving
Hosaf and GBB huge additional
time to commission Barabkundu
and Bogra projects after signing of
the GSA with them. Both have
sought 60 days in addition to their
original 90 days for project imple-
mentation.

Moreover, the United Group that
is setting up an 80 MW plant in
Shahjibazar sought 30 days' addi-
tional time after signing of the GSA.
"This should have been enough to
cancel their contracts," said a PDB
official.

"But they gave the argument that
implementation time for Feni and
Kumargaon power projects was
150 days, and they should also be
allowed the same," the official
added.

The government therefore is
now considering fixing the project
implementation time to 150 days,
giving them 60 days' additional
time.

The PDB Board on February 19
held a meeting and discussed the
deviations.

On the issue of allowing land-
based plants instead of barge-
mount ones, the board admitted
that this was a deviation. "But it will
take about a year if this is re-
tendered. Considering the severe
power crisis of present times, the

government may take a decision on
this matter," the board said.

The government in December
last aimed at completing all the
agreements by the middle of last
month to add 260 MW power by
June-July this year. But this bid
went slow due to problems related
to low gas pressure at the power
project sites.

Headed by Power Adviser Tapan
Chowdhury, the power ministry on
February 19 held a meeting and
decided to ask Petrobangla to
ensure appropriate high pressure
gas supplies to the power projects.

"This 260 MW venture is nothing
when you consider that the country
is facing about 2,200 MW load
shedding and there is no viable
large power project in the pipeline.
The alliance government did the
blunder and this government should
not just brood over some bad ideas
like power rental," said an expert.

"It is time the government scrap
these half-baked and largely politi-
cally favoured deals and move on to
real power projects,” he added. "We
have implemented large projects
ahead of time in the late nineties
and it is possible to do so if the
policymakers have that kind of
commitment.”

Robbers Kill
Gazipur poultry
farm owner

A CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Agroup of Robbers slayed a poultry
farm owner and looted Tk 80000 in
cash, gold ornaments and other
valuables from the residence of his
father-in-law at Borteck village in
Kapasia, Gazipur on Saturday
night.

The victim, identified as Joinal
Abedin, 37, was staying at his
father-in-law Anwar Hossain's
residence during the robbery.
Police arrested a suspect of the
robbery, identified as Delwar
Hossain, 26, yesterday morning.

Sources said armed robbers
entered a poultry farm owned by
Abedin at about 1:30am, woke up
Khokon, an employee of the farm
and forced him to go to the resi-
dence of Anwar Hossain.

They made Khokon wake
Abedin up and once Abedin
opened the door, the robbers tied
him with rope and slayed in a room
atthe corner.

Later they made his mother-in-
law hand them the key of the
almirahs and looted cash, gold
ornaments and other valuables
before leaving the spot.

During the robbery, Abedin's
wife and two children were staying
at his rented house at Uttara while
his father-in-law Anwar Hossain
was staying at his village at
Sonmania in Kapasia with his
second wife.

Indian killed
in road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

An Indian citizen was killed and four
others were injured in a road
accident at Rajapur on Pabna-
Rajshahi Highway yesterday.

The dead was identified as Milin
Baidday, 46, of Mumbai in India. He
was leading an Indian consultant
team, sources said.

The accident took place at about
12:00 noon when Milin Baidday
along with his team was going to
Pabna in a jeep to visit 'Square
Pharmaceuticals. The jeep plunged
into a roadside ditch as its front wheel
was punctured at Rajapur, leaving
Milin Baidday dead on the spot and
four others injured.

Of the injured, Prokash Shindey,
Bijoy and Rajen Karen of India and
jeep driver Sumon were rushed to
Pabna General Hospital.

CHITTAGONG

CU Correspondent adds: A tempo
driver was killed in a road accident at
City Gate area under Pahartali Police
Station in Chittagong yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Mohammed Sirazul Islam, 55, son of late
Golam Sharif, ofthe City Gate area.

The accident occurred at around
7.00am when a speeding truck
knocked a tempo. Sirazul was
rushed to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH) where he
succumbed to his injuries at around
8.00am, sources said.

Ex-health minister
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owner Nazim Habibuzzaman men-
tioned that the accused in collusion
with others misappropriated Tk 36
crore from the public fund during
2002-04 and Mosharraf had assisted
them in doing the crime while he was
in charge of the health ministry.

Nazim in his complaint said
Mosharraf illegally sanctioned Tk 6
crore to the BMA, which was embez-
zled. The BMA took Tk 30 crore from
the government through unfair
means in connivance with Mosharraf
for the construction of a building on
anillegally occupied land.

Nazim, also the president of
Bangladesh Gonotrantrik Dal,
claimed that he legally owns the land
on which the BMA Bhaban was
constructed.

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court yester-
day sent the graft case filed earlier
against Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) chairman and
one of its engineers to the Anti-
corruption Commission (ACC) for
investigation.

On February 13, BMA Bhaban's
landowner Nazim Habibuzzaman
filed the case with the Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court against
Rajuk Chairman KM Harun Ur
Rashid and Engineer Mohammad
Muzaffar Uddin for taking Tk 1 crore
as bribe fromland grabbers.

After scrutinising relevant docu-
ments, Judge Mohamamd Momin
Ullah of the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court passed the order for
the ACC investigation.

In his complaint in the case filed
on February 13, Habibuzzaman
mentioned that a group of miscreants
illegally took possession of 66 deci-
mals of land at 15/2 Topkhana Road
in 1979 while the complainant along
with his family members was abroad.
The miscreants built a building on the
land without any approval from Rajuk
and hung a signboard of BMA there.

Following the incident, Rajuk sent
a letter to the intruders asking them
to show the blueprint of the building.
But Rajuk did not take any step for
demolishing the BMA Bhaban even
though the grabbers failed to show
the blueprint, the complainant
added.

Rajuk, on February 1 this year,
decided to conduct a drive to demol-
ish the BMA Bhaban following a letter
from the complainant urging them to
do so. On February 7, Rajuk con-
ducted a drive demolishing illegal
structures from Shapla Chatter in
Motijheel to National Press Club in
Paltan. However, the Rajuk team left
the BMA Bhaban untouched as the
chairman and the engineer of Rajuk
took Tk 1 crore as bribe from the
intruders, Habibuzzaman alleged.

PILFERING TRANSPORT FUEL

2 CCC staffs, pump owner held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Chittagong

Joint forces yesterday unearthed a
syndicate at Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) that was
involved in pilfering transport fuel
and arrested two CCC officials, two
drivers and one refuelling station
owner in this connection.

The arrestees were identified as
CCC Superintendent Engineer
(mechanical) Abul Hasnat,
Transport Pool Officer Joysen
Barua, CCC drivers Abdur Razzak,
Shah Alam and owner of Sagarika
Petrol Pump Jalal Ahmed.

A team of the joint forces
arrested Razzak and Alam from
their houses and Jalal from his
petrol pump at Olonkar
Intersection area in the early hours
of yesterday. On their confessions,
the team later arrested Hasnat and
Joysen from CCC office at around
3:00pm and took all of them to the
army camp at Sagarika Road in
Halishahar.

The two drivers confessed that
they have long been pilfering fuel
being allocated for CCC transports
in connivance with the two officials
and the petrol pump owner.

“We were forced to pay Tk 300
each to the two officials against

each vehicle of the CCC to get
allocation of 80 litre fuel every day,”
revealed Alam and Razzak.

They said, “Generally we used
to use around 20 to 30 litre of the
allocated 80 litre fuel against each
vehicle and the remaining fuel was
sold to the petrol pump owner.”

Through this system, a huge
quantity of fuel has been pilfered
everyday from the CCC, they
admitted.

Of the around 550 vehicles of
the CCC, around 175 still run on
fuel while the rest were converted
as CNG-run transports, sources
said.

The two CCC officials however
denied the allegations, they said.

The joint forces in the afternoon
summoned CCC Chief Engineer
Mokhtar Ahmad to their camp at
Sagarika Road and detained himin
connection with the fuel pilferage
from the CCC Transport Pool.

The joint forces were interro-
gating all the six till writing of this
reportin the evening.

CCC Chief Engrreleased

Our staff correspondent adds at
night: Detained CCC Chief
Engineer Mokhtar Ahmad was
released in the evening on the
ground to allow him attend a minis-

terial meeting to be held in Dhaka
today.

Sources said the chief engineer
was however asked to report to the
joint forces immediately after
returning from Dhaka.

BSF kills one

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
shot dead a Bangladeshi national
on Darshana border of Damurhuda
upazila in Chuadanga on Saturday
night.

The dead was identified as Jan
Mohammad, 30, a farmer from
Joynagar village in the same
upazila. Quoting family members,
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) said at
around 10:00pm, BSF fired on Jan
Mohammad when he went near
pillar 76-77 to look for his missing
cattle.

BSF then took the body into
Indian territory, BDR said. Tension
mounted in the area when BSF
continued firing towards the
Bangladesh territory and BDR
returned fire. Exchange of fire
continued till 4:30am during which
around 100 shots were fired.

CG firm to eradicate
corruption, hoarding
CA tells FNB team

DU CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser to caretaker gov-
ernment Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed
has said despite time constrains
his government is engaged in
eradicating corruption, hoard-
ing, terrorism, illegal accumula-
tion of wealth, and unauthorised
occupation of government land
and property, said a press
release.

The government is also
engaged in basic reforms of the
state institutions, he said.

Dr Fakhruddin was talking to a
delegation of the Federation of
NGOs in Bangladesh (FNB) who,
led by its Chairman Dr Muhammad
Ibrahim, called on him on February
22.

During the hour-long discus-

sion, a number of problems faced
by the NGOs in the implementation
of their various programmes were
broughtto the notice of the CA.

Allegation of corruption in case
of disbursement of funds and
selection of project partners were
alsoraised by the delegation.

The CA assured the FNB dele-
gates of looking into the issues
raised by them with a view to ensur-
ing unhindered implementation of
their programmes.

CAMPE Director Rasheda K
Chowdhury, RDRS Executive
Director Kamaluddin Akbar,
BURO Executive Director Zakir
Hossain and BELA Director
Syeda Rizwana Hasan were
present on the occasion.

Unilever health
service for
Kalurghat
people

Unilever Bangladesh (UBL) inaugu-
rated a two-day health care
programme titled "Unilever
Community Health Care Service" to
provide basic health care to the
people of Kalurghat in Chittagong,
says apressrelease.

The programme began at
9:00amin the morning.

Free general check-ups were
conducted by the Diabetic
Association of Chittagong and the
Chittagong Lions Eye Hospital
performed eye check-ups and
provided treatment at a discounted
rate, where required.

Chittagong's Maa Shishu O
General Hospital provided treat-
ment to cases of mothers and little
children. The programme was
organised by Char Rangamatia
Government Primary School and
was held on school premises.
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