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BITS AND BOBS   TOP SIX
Team P W D L GF GA Pts
Man United 8 6 1 1 17 5 19
Chelsea 8 6 1 1 13 4 19
Bolton 8 5 2 1 9 4 17
Portsmouth 8 5 1 2 12 3 16
Arsenal 7 4 2 1 11 4 14
Aston Villa 8 3 5 0 10 5 14

Athletics

Basketball

Chess

Table tennis

FIXTURES FIXTURES 

Boxing

Agostino 
signs for 
Adelaide
AFP, Sydney

Former international striker Paul 
Agostino has returned home from 
Germany to sign a two-year deal 
with Australian A-League team 
Adelaide United, the club said 
Saturday.

Adelaide-born Agostino, 31, 
returns to Australia after spending 
the past 15 years playing in Europe, 
mainly with TSV 1860 Munich in 
Germany.

Agostino, who has UEFA Cup 
and UEFA Champions League 
playing experience, made 20 
appearances for Australia since 
making his debut against Chile in 
1996. He has scored nine goals for 
his country.

Adelaide United interim coach 
Aurelio Vidmar, who took over from 
John Kosmina this week, believes 
Agostino's inclusion will significantly 
bolster United's firepower for the 
next A-League season, starting in 
August.

Banned for 
butting ref
AFP, Paris

The captain of a French amateur 
football team has been banned for 
six years for head-butting a referee 
during a local league game.

"The player is banned for six 
years. He can neither play nor 
officiate," said Remi Semenia, the 
president of the championship in 
Dinan.

The 28-year-old player's club, 
Aucaleuc, was also sanctioned.

It was docked five points and 
ordered to pay a 500-euro fine.

The incident took place in 
January when the referee was 
attacked after showing the player a 
red card.

Zidane, Ronaldo 
headline Match 
Against Poverty
AFP, Marseille 

Football legends Zinedine Zidane 
and Ronaldo will each captain a 
team in the fourth edition of the 
Match Against Poverty to be held at 
the Stade Velodrome on March 19 .

Former France captain Zidane 
and AC Milan striker Ronaldo, who 
are both Goodwill Ambassadors for 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), have been the 
driving forces behind this initiative 
since 2003.

A statement issued by Marseille 
Town Hall promised that several 
"star footballers" would play along-
side the pair, without giving details.

The match will be the first played 
in Europe by Zidane since his inter-
national retirement after the 2006 
World Cup final.

"I have retired from professional 
football, but I am determined to 
continue playing in my capacity as 
UNDP Goodwill Ambassador for 
such a good cause, and to contrib-
ute to this annual gathering with my 
friend Ronaldo," said Zidane.

Proceeds from the first three 
matches benefited anti-poverty 
projects ranging from support to 
female entrepreneurs to the con-
struction of sports centres for street 
children in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America.

Cech allowed 
to use
headguard
AFP, Prague

Czech federation officials con-
firmed Friday that international 
goalkeeper Petr Cech has been 
authorised by UEFA to wear a 
headguard in the European 
Championship qualifiers.

"UEFA just insisted that the 
headguard did not pose a danger to 
the other players and that all logos 
were hidden," said federation 
general secretary Petr Fousek.

Cech has already played sev-
eral games for his club side 
Chelsea in the English Premiership 
while wearing the headguard, 
which is made by New Zealand 
company Canterbury.

He spent three months on the 
sidelines after fracturing his skull in 
a collision during a match against 
Reading in October.

The Czech Republic's European 
qualifier match will be on March 24 
against group D leaders Germany.

Fergie feared 
for his son
INTERNET, undated

Sir Alex Ferguson has revealed his 
son Mark was caught up in the secu-
rity drama in France on Tuesday 
night.

UEFA have launched an investi-
gation into the incidents involving 
Manchester United fans at the Stade 
Felix-Bollaert after riot police fired tear 
gas into a section of the ground where 
supporters were getting crushed.

Although it seemed a totally 
inappropriate reaction to what could 
have developed into a life-threatening 
situation, the police have defended 
their actions.

Lille have also blamed United for 
the high number of forged tickets they 
felt caused the security problem in the 
first place.

Thankfully, no-one was seriously 
injured during the disturbance but 
Ferguson admitted his concerns as 
the drama began to unfold.

He said: "There is always that 
worry for the safety of people.

"My own son was in the crowd and 
so was Gary Neville's father.

"I don't know if UEFA will take 
action. It is in their hands.

"But I feel we have dealt with the 
situation in the right way by getting 
reports from our own supporters and 
we are confident about our position.

"Obviously, there have been a lot 
of precedents in terms of crowd 
problems in previous years but I am 
sure their supporters will be looked 
after better when they come to Old 
Trafford than ours were over there."

INTERNET, undated

Stuttgart failed 
to close the 
g a p  o n  
B u n d e s l i g a  
l e a d e r s  
Schalke to two 
points, but still 
made inroads 
in the title race 

with a goalless draw at home to 
Hertha Berlin on Friday.

The Swabian's four-game 
winning streak was brought to an 
end by a stern and robust Berlin, 
who seemed happy to settle for a 
point after losing two games in 
succession.

In a match with few real 
chances, neither side could com-

plain with the draw, which lifts 
Stuttgart three points ahead of 
third-placed Werder Bremen and 
takes Berlin back to within two of 
fifth-placed Nurnberg.

Mario Gomez had the home 
side's best chance of the game in 
the final minute, but found 
Christian Fiedler alert in the Berlin 
goal.

That opportunity came after 
Berlin's Ashkan Dejagah received 
his marching orders for a second 
yellow card, capping a turbulent 
week for the youngster, who 
recently agreed a summer move to 
Wolfsburg.

The 20-year-old received his 
first yellow card in the 71st minute, 
and just seconds after being given 
a final verbal warning by referee 

Florian Meyer, he unnecessarily 
fouled Ludovic Magnin to head for 
a shower two minutes before his 
team-mates.

Ricardo Osorio had gone close 
to scoring with a curling shot from 
the edge of the penalty area, while 
Marco Pantelic, alone in the Berlin 
attack, found chances few and far 
between.

Then Gomez, who had scored 
five in the last four games, had the 
opportunity to clinch a winner in 
stoppage time.

His shot was parried by Fiedler, 
who got up to block Marco Streller 
on the follow-up, but a goal would 
have been harsh on the visitors, 
who had resisted a rather tame 
Stuttgart attack for the full 90 
minutes.

AFP, Tokyo

Last year's top goalscorer Magno 
Alves hit a hat-trick to fire Gamba 
Osaka to a 4-0 victory over J-League 
champions Urawa Red Diamonds to 
win the Super Cup for the first time on 
Saturday.

It was sweet revenge for Osaka, 
who lost to Urawa in the Emperor's 
Cup final. They also lost their J-
League title to Urawa in the final 
game of last season.

"It was really good that we 
defeated Urawa at last," said a 
relieved Osaka coach Akira Nishino 
after the official season opener.

"We couldn't beat them last 
season, so we just tried to prepare for 
the match and do what we could do at 
this moment. I was very surprised 
that my players did much better than I 
had expected."

Nishino said his team had lost 1-0 
to Urawa in the Emperor's Cup final 
last month because they missed so 
many chances.

Osaka also lost to Urawa in last 
year's Super Cup -- a match between 
the league champions and the cup 

winners.
"We couldn't score a single goal in 

the Emperor's Cup final, although we 
had many chances. It was the same 
at the beginning of the game today, 
so my players had a strong intention 
to score afterwards," said Nishino.

"We were able to play well today 
in preparation for the J-League 
tournament. Hopefully, we can do the 
same in the league as well. We are 
going to work harder and make the 
team stronger," he added.

Osaka led Urawa 22-5 in shots on 
goal and controlled most of the 
game, with Alves -- last year's top J-
League scorer -- opening the scoring 
in the 31st minute from a rebound off 
Urawa goalkeeper Norihiro 
Yamagishi.

Midfielder Takahiro Futagawa 
fired a shot from outside the area to 
make it 2-0 in the 42nd minute.

Alves hit the post in the 51st 
minute but made it 3-0 in the 77th 
minute, netting another rebound off 
the keeper.

And he scored his third in the 85th 
minute with yet another goal follow-
ing a rebound from Yamagishi, 
becoming the first player to score a 
hat-trick in Super Cup history.

Alves fires Osaka

AFP, London

Teenager Theo Walcott believes he 
and his fellow young Arsenal star-
lets are about to make their push for 
a permanent place in Arsene 
Wenger's first team.

The 17-year-old Walcott, along 
with the likes of Denilson and Abou 
Diaby, have all played major roles 
in getting Arsenal to Sunday's 
League Cup final against Chelsea 
in Cardiff.

They have claimed some 
impressive scalps along the way 
with wins over Everton, Liverpool 
and Tottenham.

"I expect a lot of players to break 
through soon. Next season's going 
to be our season," warned Walcott 
who has played alongside experi-
enced figures like Gilberto, Kolo 
Toure and six-goal Julio Baptista on 
the way to the final.

"It's a good chance to show the 
young talent in the club but they're 
not old lads, they're all nice, and 
young," added Walcott who has 
enjoyed a meteoric rise to fame.

He was transferred to Arsenal 
from Southampton and was contro-
versially included in England's 
World Cup squad by Sven-Goran 
Eriksson.

He never set foot on the pitch in 
Germany.

At the Emirates Stadium, he has 
been drawing comparisons with 
Thierry Henry's start to his Arsenal 
career.

Henry has not talked directly to 
his protege about his own slow start 
at the club before exploding into 
form and establishing himself as 
one the Premiership's top strikers.

"He hasn't mentioned it, but I 
read it in his book," said Walcott.

"Basically, the best advice he's 
given me is to play my normal game 
and don't worry about anything 
else. I don't really worry - I've not 
got anything to worry about.

"It's just brilliant to watch him in 
training and learn from him and all 
the other players."

Walcott dreaming big

PHOTO: AFP

Stuttgart midfielder Christian Gentner (R) is in pursuit of the ball alongside Hertha Berlin hardman Andreas Schmidt during their Bundesliga encounter at 
Stuttgart on Friday.

INTERNET, undated

Didier Deschamps has come out 
into the open and said he wants 
Steven Gerrard for Juventus' return 
to the top flight.

The club has been linked with the 
Liverpool midfielder for several 
years now, but the Calciopoli scan-
dal and their subsequent demotion 
to Serie B delayed any serious 
proposal.

“In midfield we would need 
players who are already experi-
enced, physically imposing and with 
great technique, like Patrick Vieira 
was for this team last season,” 
Deschamps told the 'Gazzetta dello 
Sport'.

“If we have a chance of getting 
Gerrard, then I'll personally ride to 
the airport on a bicycle to pick him 
up! I won't risk any delays! Juventus 
have to aim for players like him if we 
want to make that leap up in quality.”

The Bianconeri are already 
leading the Serie B standings 
despite their nine-point Calciopoli 
penalty and are on track for immedi-
ate promotion back into the spot-
light, although Deschamps warned 
a Scudetto push cannot be a realis-
tic target yet.

“In order to see a great Juventus, 
the fans must be patient for at least 

another two or three years. The club 
is about to set out its economic plan 
and important investments are 
predicted. We will sign three of four 
world-class players, but you cannot 
rebuild the side we had in the space 
of a year. A few youngsters will stay, 

others are to be loaned out to gain 
experience.”

The main concerns surround 
David Trezeguet and Gianluigi 
Buffon, who have both hinted they 
could move on at the end of the 
season.

“President Giovanni Cobolli Gigli 
said that we cannot be 100 per cent 

certain of keeping a player, but we 
all know that Gigi is a crucial ele-
ment in building an even more 
competitive side next term. We must 
put in extra effort to secure him, as 
it's impossible to find another goal-
keeper l ike that,” continued 
Deschamps.

“Trezeguet's future depends on 
his motivation and desire. He only 
has one year left on his contract, so 
it is a complex issue. We'd need a 
striker who can guarantee at least 
20 goals per season, but there aren't 
many of them around.

“Fernando Torres is too young 
and needs another heavyweight 
centre-forward to play against. 
Samuel Eto'o is an option, though 
di ff icul t  to take away from 
Barcelona. Claudio Pizarro of 
Bayern Munich is strong, but his 
character isn't exactly ideal. 
Miroslav Klose would fit well at Juve, 
while Luca Toni could be a great 
solution. He'd make a great partner 
for Trezeguet.”

The Italian Press will therefore 
continue to report that Juventus are 
staging a 35-million-pound bid for 
the World Cup winning Fiorentina 
hitman, although he has reiterated 
there is no truth in rumours of his 
interest.

'Juve need Gerrard' 

AFP, London

Jose Mourinho has grown used to 
commanding the spotlight since 
arriving in England, but the Chelsea 
manager is in danger of being 
consigned to the shadows by a 
group of precocious teenagers.

If Arsenal's collection of youth 
academy graduates and reserves 
can spring a surprise by beating 
Chelsea in the League Cup final on 
Sunday, it would rank as one of 
lowest points of Mourinho's hitherto 
trophy-laden career.

Losing to Arsene Wenger, hardly 
one of Mourinho's favourites mana-
gerial colleagues, for the first time 
would be bad enough, but to do it in 
a final against under-strength 
London rivals would really rub salt 
into the wounds.

And the Chelsea manager can 
ill-afford any set-backs at a time 
when he is trying to prove to the 
club's owner Roman Abramovich 
just how indespensible he is.

Mour inho 's  d ispu te  w i th  
Abramovich over transfer policy 
has left the Portuguese coach's 
future in doubt.

Abramovich was reported to 
have begun sounding out potential 
replacements for Mourinho after 
their row became public knowledge, 
but it would be hard for the Russian 
to sack a manager who has just 
enjoyed a third successful season.

Mourinho knows delivering the 

fourth major trophy to Abramovich 
would strengthen his case for total 
control of football matters, which he 
is believed to be insisting on before 
agreeing to stay.

Publicly Mourinho, who wel-
comes back Ashley Cole from 
injury, is insistent his future lies with 
Chelsea. "There are only two ways 
for me to leave Chelsea," he said. 
"One way is in June 2010. I finish 
my contract then, and if the club 
does not give me a new one, it is the 
end of my contract and I am out.

"The second way is for Chelsea 
to sack me, because there is not a 
third way - the way the manager 
decides to leave and walks away. 
No chance. I would never do this to 
Chelsea supporters."

Wenger has no such worries. 
The French coach is guaranteed a 
job at Arsenal until he decides he 
has had enough, so he can concen-
trate on developing a team to chal-
lenge Chelsea and United.

The success of his youngsters, 
who recorded impressive wins 
against Everton, Liverpool and 
Tottenham on route to the final, 
shows he is heading in the right 
direction.

Wenger's decision to stick with 
Theo Walcott, Jeremie Aliadiere, 
Denilson and company at Cardiff's 
Millennium Stadium means the 
likes of Thierry Henry, William 
Gallas and Freddie Ljungberg will 
miss out.

He has no qualms about his 
choice and said: "There was not the 
slightest temptation. I have full 

confidence in these players and I 
like to do what I say.

"People say never judge a 
manager or a team on a cup run 
because it depends who you play 
but in this cup competition we have 
played Everton, Liverpool and 
Tottenham so it would be a great 
reward for us to win it."

Wenger, who will be making his 
first appearance in a League Cup 
final, has failed to finish on the 
winning side against Mourinho in 
six attempts.

There would be no better time to 
break that duck than on Sunday 
but, despite the animosity between 
the two managers, Wenger insists 
he is not motivated by rivalry.

Mourinho was perceived to have 
taken a sly dig at Wenger this week 
when he said a manager could not 
be regarded as great until he has 
won the Champions League.

Wenger, who has injury doubts 
over Justin Hoyte and Gael Clichy, 
has yet to win Europe's elite club 
competition, while Mourinho lifted 
the trophy with Porto in 2004.

Mourinho's jibe left Wenger 
unfazed and he said: "Plenty of 
m a n a g e r s  h a v e  w o n  t h e  
Champions League who will not be 
considered as great managers.

"It will not change my life if I don't 
win the Champions League."

In fact, just now it's safe to 
assume that nothing would make 
Wenger happier than watching his 
team lift the rather more modest 
League Cup.

Heat on Jose

Stuttgart held at home

STEVEN GERRARD
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