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Impending power crisis
Immediate short term measures needed

W
E must face the facts. In so far as the power situation 
is concerned we are in for a very hot and dark 
summer. This is not to sound alarmist but to wake up 

the authority to the very real dangers of a looming power crisis. 
In spite of the unwillingness of some in the relevant ministries to 
countenance the possibility, the consensus about the power 
sector problems and the way out of it that we witnessed amongst 
the participants of a recent Daily Star roundtable demands 
immediate action to implement short-term measures to alleviate 
the likely sufferings.  

However, while we understand that there are no quick fix 
solutions to the mess that have accumulated in the power and 
energy sector particularly in the last five years, that will cut very 
little ice with the public, particularly the farmers, with the new 
crop season round the corner. Thus, immediate measures must 
be undertaken to tide over the urgent situation in the next six 
months.  

We are glad to see that the government has initiated certain 
temporary measures like load management as one of the steps 
to save power. But we feel that there are concomitant measures 
and simultaneous actions that must be initiated also for the 
generation of power on a very immediate basis. There are many 
options open to the government; establishing small-scale 
generation unit as well as involving the private sector to 
undertake power generation project are but a few alternatives 
the government should seriously consider.  

But perhaps the immediate measure to regain loss of 
revenue as well as save on power is to reduce the non-technical 
system loss, a euphemism for theft of power. It was horrendous 
to learn that in some areas in Dhaka city such losses can be as 
high as 50 - 60 percent.  Preventing the non-technical system 
loss can give us as much as 200 mw of power.

In addition, the government must do two things 
immediately, we feel. The government must come out with a 
white paper and let the people know actual situation obtaining in 
the power sector. It must also provide the people with a road 
map to improve the power supply before the onset of the 
summer season. 

Parties and move against 
criminality
Now is the time for a pro-active role

W
E welcome the public announcement by both the 
Awami League and the BNP to distance themselves 
from the criminal elements within their organizations. 

We believe that the positions adopted by the two major political 
parties reflect, in broad measure, the sentiments of 
Bangladesh's people where handling corruption is concerned. 
There is hardly any denying that the crusading zeal, if one may 
call it that, with which the caretaker administration has gone into 
the job of cleansing society of corruption has struck a chord in 
the public mind. The publication of a list of fifty allegedly corrupt 
politicians, many of whom are already behind bars, has been 
one more step towards convincing people that the authorities 
mean business.

If now the political parties agree with the caretaker 
government that the corrupt need to be dealt with under the law, 
nothing could be more satisfying for the nation. Corruption and 
criminality can never be part of any democratic political process; 
and given that belief, we are of the opinion that the nation's 
political parties ought to begin a process of distancing 
themselves from individuals who have sullied their own as well 
as their organisations' reputation in the last sixteen years. There 
is, however, a pertinent question which may arise here. It is 
simply this: in all the years elected governments have been in 
office, why were the corrupt in them and around them not 
checked or brought to justice? One response, again not a very 
credible one, might be that all political governments have their 
own compulsions to deal with. But there comes the irony. If a 
government armed with a popular mandate fails to uphold the 
cause of the people, where does a nation go for true and selfless 
leadership? The many tasks the present team of caretakers has 
taken upon itself are responsibilities which logically and 
constitutionally should have been carried out by elected 
governments. That, unfortunately, has not been the case in 
Bangladesh. Indeed, a cursory survey of the past decade and a 
half will perhaps make people think, for good reason, that 
political parties have conveniently ignored one another's 
corruption committed in office. Something of mutuality was there 
since neither the Awami League nor the BNP seriously went into 
investigating corruption in high places. 

But let the present be an opportune time for the parties to make 
amends. That job can be done through identifying the bad eggs in 
their baskets, go for a cleansing process and eventually purge 
themselves of the men and women who have given them a bad 
name. The country will stand to reap dividends from such a pro-
active role. 

I
N 2000, the Palestinians' 

anger at Ariel Sharon's swag-

ger in Al-aqsa mosque erupted 

into second Intifada. With that 

ended the tumultuous road that 

started from the Madrid peace 

conference of 1991. 
It wound through several 

phases of the now infamous Oslo 

accord and finally upto the disas-

trous camp David-II talks under 

the auspices of the then US presi-

dent, Bill Clinton, who himself 

attempted to coerce late Yassir 

Arafat into submission for accept-

ing an unjust peace. 
Eban came and eclipsed the 

international quartet's road map 

for peace. But the second Intifada 

is still in progress, even without 

garnering anything worthwhile.
The calculation of the neo-con 

patrons of Israel that a US military 
victory in Iraq would itself compel 
the Palestinians to accept what-
ever terms for peace Israel would 
offer to them has, however, gone 
haywire because that victory in 
Iraq has proved to be illusory. 

Yet Israel's contingency plan 

was built upon this calculation as 

she embarked upon the destruction 

of Hizbullah who, however, in a 

sharp riposte repulsed the aggres-

sors. 
So, after having failed to 

achieve a decisive victory in Iraq, 

or to intimidate Iran and destroy 

Hizbollah, Israel regressed into 

the policy of heightening its brutal 

siege of Palestine.
The second Intifada will be 

etched in history as a time when 

brutality against the Palestinians 

at the hand of the Israeli army had 

been at an all time high. 
It was exemplified by Israel's 

recent offensive against Beil 

Hanoun in the Gaza strip where, 

during six days of wanton assault, 

79 Palestinians were killed. It was 

also a time when the Palestinians 

themselves were caught up in 

queer contradiction, leaving their 

friends and foes alike non-

plussed. 
They keep wondering how a 

popular rebellion of an historically 

oppressed group of people could 

foster so much corruption, disunity 

and infighting as Fatah and 

Hamas are now steeped in? How 

could the same uprising, that 

fought for peace, justice and life, 

inspire death and suicide?
The momentous events sur-

rounding the second Intifada have 

been dissected by scores of politi-

cal observers and analysts, only to 

find that the Palestinians' actions 

including this one, were, at best, 

manipulat ive, directed from 

behind the scenes by Palestinian 

politicians vying for mere conces-

s i o n s  f r o m  a  v u l n e r a b l e ,  

beleagured state of Israel. 

Sadly, there is nothing spectac-

ular, nothing grand in its objective.
Recognition as a people is a 

demand for which the Palestinians 

have struggled for a few genera-

tions. At times, Israel completely 

denied the existence of the 

Palestinians as a separate nation 

w i t h  exc lus i ve  r i gh t s  and  

demands. 
Golda Maier, in her June 15, 

1969, interview with the Sunday 

Times ominously stated: "There 

was no such thing as Palestinians. 

They never existed." It was a direct 

threat to the Palestinians' identity, 

with the terrible prospect of their 

being erased from history. 
However, the Palestinians 

struggled bravely, with a redoubt-

able Arafat at the helm, to 

ressurect their threatened identity. 

Now they are being denied their 

homeland, a sovereign, independ-

ent state-hood on one pretext or 

other.
In the post cold-war world 

where the role of the US, the 

world's sole superpower, as final 

arbiter of things is, indeed, crucial, 

particularly when her comprador 

ally Israel is a party to the conflict. 
Yet, not only is she suspect in 

the eyes of the Palestinians for her 

clear bias toward Israel, a US 

administration in thrall of a neocon 

cabal and the extraordinary lobby-

ing effort of the American Israeli 

Political Action committee, cannot 

play an honest broker with integ-

rity. 
However, in the past, she per-

functorily nudged the concerned 

quarters for initiating actions for 

Palestinian statehood, at least to 

allay the concerns of her Arab 

allies. Now, that effort is also in 

limbo. 
The last known American 

intiative for Palestinian statehood 

had been the proposition for an 

international quartet's road map 

f o r  p e a c e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  

Palestinian state. 
I t  was accepted by  the 

Palestinians but largely rejected 

by the Israelis, who now refuse to 

have any contact with the 

Palestinian Authority because the 

last election brought Hamas -- 

considered terrorists by Israel -- 

into power. So a deadlock per-

sists. 
Nevertheless, there are several 

other options which are consistent 

with the key UN resolutions sup-

ported by both, the US and Israel. 
Then there is official American 

policy since 1967, strengthened 

by agreements consummated by 

Israeli leaders and governments in 

1978 and 1993. The Arab league's 

documents, with an offer to recog-

nise Israel in 2002, had also been 

a landmark step. 
The international quartet's 

roadmap is still alive. Any one of 

them, picked up and processed in 

due earnestness by the concerned 

quarters,  can st i l l  lead to 

Palestinian statehood. 
Not only is an initiative lacking -- 

even summits and negotiations 

initiated by any quarter would 

again by dominated by the Israelis 

from their position of strength. 
They would invariably dictate 

the terms of peace and circumvent 

international and meaningful 

interpretation of those terms -- 

using blackmail and arm-twisting -

- with the tacit support, or even 

active participation of the US, its 

patronising ally. 
In the same way they had suc-

ceeded on earlier occasions in 

extracting Palestinian conces-

sions without halting settlement 

build-up or easing military restric-

tions.
The UN has also been an irrele-

vant world body as far as the 

Palestinians are concerned. 

Former US ambassador to the UN, 

John Negroponte, often advised 

Arab delegations not to bother 

presenting drafts of UN resolu-

tions regarding Israeli actions to 

the security council, for they would 

always be vetoed if they failed to 

condemn Palestinian terrorism. 
Now the US vetoes in defence 

of Israel stand at 85, allowing the 

latter to pursue whatever destruc-

tive policy it wishes to with total 

impunity.
It is to be understood that the 

ideological composition of the 

Palestinian leadership is truly 

irrelevant as far as Israel's colonial 

policies are concerned, for Israel's 

policy was altered little before 

Hamas' advent to power in 

January 2006 if compared to its 

decidedly colonial approach under 

Arafat or his successor, Mahmud 

Abbas. 

There is always reason to brand 

Palestinians, always a reason for 

why Israel's favoured status quo 

must not be disturbed. And it's this 

same status quo that continues to 

suffocate any attempt to negotiate 

a just settlement of the conflict.
Amid this deliberate stagnation, 

the Palestinian people are left with 

no option but to revolt. In fact, 

Israeli aggression has crossed the 

traditional boundaries of daily 

murders and small-scale land 

confiscation. 
Under the deceptive disen-

gagement from Gaza, West Bank 

lands are being expropriated while 

Israel's imprisonment or apartheid 

wall, illegal according ICJ decision 

of July 2004, is swallowing up 

whole towns and villages. 
This reality, as history teaches, 

is only a prelude to another popu-

lar response which is already 

echoing in the angry chants of 

destitute farmers whose lands are 

being effectively annexed by the 

encroaching Israeli wall.
Even as the second Intifada is 

yet to peter out, the exiled political 

leader of Hamas, Khaled Mashal 

talked of a third Intfada to be 

unleashed if establishment of a 

Palestine state is not effected 

within six months. Regardless of 

how historians choose to chronicle 

these uprisings, they will always 

b e  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  m o s t  

Palestinians, as well as by the 

people of conscience everywhere, 

as a fight for freedom, human 

rights and justice. 
It will remain a loud reminder 

that popular resistance is still an 

option -- and one to be reckoned 

with at that.

Brig ( retd) Hafiz is former DG of BIISS.
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Even as the second Intifada is yet to peter out, the exiled political leader of Hamas, 
Khaled Mashal talked of a third Intfada to be unleashed if establishment of a Palestine 
state is not effected within six months. Regardless of how historians choose to 
chronicle these uprisings, they will always be remembered by most Palestinians, as 
well as by the people of conscience everywhere, as a fight for freedom, human rights 
and justice.

ANAMUL BHUIYAN MUKUL  writes 
from Canberra

T
HE initiative taken by 

Nobel laureate Dr. Yunus 

to form a new political 

party has touched the expatriates 

living in Canberra. 

It is worth to mention here that 

a good number of highly profes-

s iona l  expat r ia te  l i v ing  in  

Canberra are in touch with 

Bangladesh and are well concern 

abou t  t he  we l l  be ings  o f  

Bangladesh including political 

issues. 

I have a couple of friends to 

whom I chat everyday since 

September last year and analyse 

the web-based news from differ-

ent dailies everyday. 

The general feeling of all con-

cerned Bangladeshi-Cambrian is 

t h a t  c u r r e n t  C a r e t a k e r  

Government (CG) was necessary 

for us. 

Though it is not wise to guilt all 

ex-ruling party leaders but one 

cannot ignore the question raised 

in recent time on some nonsense 

corruptions, accountability, bring-

ing neutrality in EC and govern-

ment mechanism to hold free and 

fair election and mal-handling of 

CG headed  by  Pres iden t .  

Politically concerned expatriates 

in Canberra have expressed 

similar views irrespective of their 

political support.

In response to Mr. Yunus's 

open letter, I would like say 'thank 

you' for his interest in politics at 

the time when our existing lead-

ers are fails to reach in consen-

sus to hold a creditable and 

acceptable general election, a 

core fundamental  issue of  

democracy. 

We want to see alternative 

leaderships in Bangladesh as 

most of the ex-ruling leaders are 

seriously suffering from transpar-

ency, honesty, accountability, 

and intra-party democracy and 

nepotism. 

As dishonesty prevails every 

corner of life it is hard to start from 

bottom, so we want a see a top-

up approach to bring transpar-

ency and accountability in politi-

cal, govt and semi-govt leader-

ships first.

In regards to his open letter to 

the citizen of Bangladesh, I want 

to mention that his initiatives and 

effort would only be recognise by 

t h e  s e n s i b l e  p e o p l e  o f  

Bangladesh if he can bring a 

difference in forming your new 

party compared to existing one. 

As an expatriate-citizen, I 

would like to mention here follow-

ing issues that we want to see in 

the new party.

l We want to see a solid selec-

tion criterion for National and 

MP level leaders for the party. I 

would suggest that National 

and MP level leader must be 

wel l  educated and sel f -

sufficient and must be declare 

their source of income that 

they live on.  

l We want to see a guideline on 

how the party would meet up 

the operational cost. I would 

suggest a yearly fee of 

Tk.1000 from all financial-

members of the party to meet 

up the operat ional cost.  

Annual financial report must 

be published and audited. We 

also want to see the party will 

seek financial member from 

the citizen with guidelines in a 

transparent manner. 

l We want to see a transparent 

and wel l-organised party 

central office. I would suggest 

that party central office should 

be computerised and a couple 

of full-time customer-focused 

employee should be recruited. 

The salary of the central office 

employee would be paid from 

financial- member's contribu-

tions. We don't want to see 

another pocket based party. 

Central office employee would 

enable to attend to any query 

as per customer service rules 

of the party.

l W e  w a n t  s e e  3 0 0 -

C o n s t i t u e n c y - C o m m i t t e e  

(300-CC) in the new party in 

l ine with 300-Constuency 

headed by an honest, well-

educated and self-sufficient 

person who will able to contest 

in upcoming elections.  Head 

of these committees must be 

register as a financial-member 

of the party by paying yearly 

fees regularly. 

l We want to see proposed finan-

cial-members or other form of 

pre-listed members would 

elect the Party Chief, Deputy 

Party Chief and Treasurer 

through a ballot. Ballot must 

be held in every two year. 

Party Chief will select panel of 

fixed-number national com-

mittee/shadow minister in 

consultation with Deputy Party 

Chief and Treasurer and will 

distribute the portfolio among 

the national committee mem-

bers. 

l (If elected) we want to see the 

party will create a logical 

and/or physical new adminis-

trative structure to run the 

country. I would suggest divid-

ing the country into a 300- 

Parliamentary-Administrative-

District (300-PAD) by reorgan-

ising/merging current Districts 

and Upazillas in line with the 

Parliament seats. These 300-

PAD could be further strength-

ens by strengthening current 

Unions Parishad and current 

Divisions. In this way we can 

evaluate the performance of 

the MPs, local leaders and 

govt servant and services 

more accurately.

l (If elected) we want to see the 

party will set up a computer-

ised-office in proposed 300-

PAD to involve elected MP in 

monitoring and developing 

development activities instead 

of lobbing to senior leaders to 

make money. They must 

answer in the parliament if any 

question rose from any con-

stituent. The party would 

create an opportunity to have 

such question-answer session 

in the parliament.

l We want to see new party 

would educate all MP-level 

leaders by providing all sorts 

of statistics of the constitu-

ency. The party would educate 

all MP-level leaders how to 

prepare a need based project 

by analysing local data. As a 

performance measurement 

each MP-level leader must 

develop a small-project for the 

poor every year and will raise 

fund locally to implement such 

project developed by them.

Finally, we all are well aware that 

ex-ruling-political parties are 

suffering from transparency, 

honesty and accountability, and 

intra-party democracy and nepo-

tism. 

We hope that Dr. Yunus's 

new party constitution would 

not give any concession in 

these regards. 

We are aware of his honesty, 

simplicity, fairness and devo-

tion to work and hope that his 

colleagues will follow him up.
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Finally, we all are well aware that ex-ruling-political parties are suffering from 
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W
I T H  t h e i r  r e c e n t  

successful anti-satellite 

weapons test ,  the 

Chinese destroyed not only a 

satellite, but also demolished the 

myth that a new space arms race 

is not looming. 

That myth was most recently 

promulgated in statements by US 

administration officials who, in 

explaining the 2006 US National 

Space Policy, argued that space 

arms-control agreements are not 

needed because there is no arms 

race in space, nor is one likely to 

emerge. 

Rarely are such myths destroyed 

in so clear, unambiguous and 

unfortunate ways. But the Chinese 

demonstration that a space arms 

race is alive and well does not mean 

the US has to jump in. 

With its foolhardy test, China 

may have removed any incentive 

for the US to show reticence about 

its own anti-satellite weapons 

(ASAT) programs. 

Since the 1980s, American 

officials have observed a kind of 

taboo on admitting to ASAT capabil-

ities. Now, there could well be 

pressure for America to admit to 

and strut a similar capability in order 

to overcome specious arguments 

that somehow the US has been 

"overtaken in space." 

The Chinese will almost certainly 

react with similar vows that they will 

not allow space to become the 51st 

American state, and in no time both 

nations will be off to the space 

races. 

In its defense, China will likely 

claim that American policy is hypo-

cr i t ical  on the quest ion of 

weaponizing space. While there 

may be some truth to that, nothing 

excuses the irresponsible stunt 

they pulled last month. 

However, it is important to con-

sider whether US policy provides 

inadvertent support to hardline 

Chinese generals. 

American missi le-defense 

programs also fuel arguments in 

China and elsewhere that the US is 

looking to weaponize space. 

Missile defense, often described as 

hitting a bullet with a bullet, may 

eventually work, given enough time 

and money. 

But it is certainly easier to 

destroy a bright, shiny satellite 

traveling in a predictable orbit 

around Earth than to knock down a 

tiny, fast moving warhead. 

This has led some countries, 

including China, to suspect that the 

US national missile-defense pro-

gram is actually an offensive pro-

gram. Between missile defense 

and the NSP language, it is not hard 

to see how the US could be viewed 

as being on the fast track to building 

space weapons. 

There are two possible explana-

tions for why China, after years of 

being a leading advocate for a 

space-weapons treaty, would 

choose to demonstrate an ASAT 

capability now: 

First, it's possible that Chinese 

leaders may have collectively 

decided to demonstrate their ASAT 

capability toward pressuring the US 

to negotiate a space-weapons 

treaty. 

If this was the intent, the Chinese 

may have miscalculated. With one 

ill-conceived launch, the Chinese 

have provided hardliners in the US -

- who are looking for a new Cold 

War to fill the void left by the Soviet 

collapse -- with all the ammunition 

they need to declare China the next 

threat to the US, and space-

weapons advocates with all the 

evidence they need to move for-

ward on the celestial front. 

It is also possible that the 

Chinese leadership was not unani-

mous on this decision. The world 

was left to wait for almost two 

weeks before an official statement 

confirming the test was released by 

the Foreign Ministry in Beijing. 

It's possible the military under-

took the test without providing 

details to the Foreign Ministry so as 

to allow Chinese diplomats a cer-

tain plausible deniability about the 

whole business. 

If that is the case, the Asat launch 

was primarily a chest-thumping 

demonstration of technical prowess 

choreographed by the 2nd Artillery. 

Apparently the Chinese military 

couldn't resist proving the relative 

vulnerability of space technology. 

Using a ground-launched missile 

carrying a kill-vehicle that slammed 

into the satellite is a method strik-

ingly similar to US national missile-

defense technology, thus perhaps 

intending to show that Americans 

are being disingenuous in their 

claims about the non-offensive 

nature of missile defenses. 

The Chinese have not leap-

frogged US technology in any way. 

Chinese capabilities so far are 

limited to low-Earth orbit, and the 

Asat test was thus more a limited 

technological demonstration than 

evidence of operational readiness. 

Also, China has demonstrated a 

threat capability, but not intent. 

The Chinese Asat test negatively 

impacts years of work on both sides 

to improve US-China relations 

generally and potential US-China 

space cooperation specifically. 

That cooperation, from the 

American perspect ive, only 

recently became even imaginable, 

as signaled by Nasa Administrator 

Michael Griffin's trip to China last 

September. 

Hopefully, the Chinese test will 

trigger the kind of debate in the US 

that has long been needed over the 

desirability of developing and 

deploying space weapons. 

Certainly the US can take away 

one important lesson from China's 

irresponsible actions: There are 

limits to the technological ability to 

protect valuable space assets. 

So, rather than succumbing to 

the temptation of matching one 

demonstration of saber-rattling with 

another, the US needs to diversify 

its options for dealing with space 

threats rather than only expanding 

technological efforts. 

Additionally, arms control should 

be included in the US policy mix of 

tools for protecting space assets. 

Because 95 percent of space 

technology is dual use, space 

arms-control treaties have been 

traditionally dismissed as nonviable 

because of the ease with which 

countries can "cheat." 

However, "rules of the road" for 

space operations and threat identi-

fication, much as the US has for 

other areas of military operation, 

would be a first step toward regula-

tions that support US security 

goals. 

And Chinese Asat technology, 

barebones now, could improve with 

further testing. That should be a 

clarion call for the US to support a 

ban on destructive Asat testing. 

Overall, the US should avoid 

the temptation to match bravado 

with bravado by pouring resources 

into a space arms race where the 

US will be racing only against 

itself. 

Only recently has meaningful 
dialogue with the Chinese space 
communities commenced. That 
dialogue must continue and it 
should not be viewed as a reward 
to the Chinese, even in the face of 
irresponsible actions, but rather 
an opportunity for the US to influ-
ence their future actions and learn 
about intents. 

The Chinese, for their part, 
should realize that the primary 
impact of their Asat test is to have 
shot themselves in the foot diplo-
matically. They need to renounce 
any further such provocations and 
reaffirm their commitment to the 
peaceful uses of space. They 
need to resist attempts to excuse 
their actions as mere reactions to 

US space policies and programs. 

They need to take responsibility 

for the fact that their Asat test will 

inflame military competition in 

space, and this should be followed 

by China increasing the kind of 

transparency that has long been 

called for regarding their secretive 

space programs. 

Otherwise, the credibility and capital 

that China has carefully nurtured as a 

nation developing into a responsible 

member of the international community 

over recent years will be squandered, to 

the detriment of all. 

Joan Johnson-Freese is chair of the 

National Security Decision Making 

Department at the US Naval War 

College and the author of “Space as a 

Strategic Asset,” Columbia University 

Press, forthcoming March 2007. The 

views expressed in this article are the 

author's alone and do not represent the 

official position of the Department of the 

Navy, the Department of Defense or 

the US government. The essay is 

adapted from her remarks recently 

made before the US-China Working 

Group in the US Congress.

(c) 2007 YaleCenter for the Studyof Globalization. 

Reprinted by arrangement.

America's China worries 

The Chinese, for their part, should realize that the primary impact of their Asat test is to 
have shot themselves in the foot diplomatically. They need to renounce any further 
such provocations and reaffirm their commitment to the peaceful uses of space. They 
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