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RECOVERY OF SHYAMASUNDARI CANAL LANDS

Rangpur town dwellers allege
unfair eviction drive

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur

Rangpur town dwellers have expressed
resentment over alleged nepotism and
partiality in eviction and demolition of
ilegal structures on either sides of
Shyamasundaricanal.

The municipality authority, with
the help of joint forces and led by a
magistrate, Sunday launched the
drive to remove illegal structures on
either sidesof the canal to recover
the grabbed lands.

Earlier, the municipality served
eviction notice on the owners of 240
illegal structures.

The recipients of the notice were
asked to remove their illegal struc-
tures in 10 days saying, in case of
failure, the municipality authority
itself would dismantle it.

Anumber of dwellers alleged that
the municipality did not serve notice
on a few land grabbers who built
concrete structures on the land of
the canal.

Mohammad Salim of Pashari
Para said, two thatched rooms were
dismantled whereas three buildings
on the northern side of the canal
remained untouched.

The owners of these buildings
are very influential, he said adding,
that is why they did not serve them
with eviction notice.

When asked, the chairman of the
municipality said, 'The allegation is
baseless and ridiculous. The evic-
tion drive is being carried out com-
pletely impartially and neutrally.'

He said, those who lost their
structures in the ongoing drive feel
aggrieved, so they might complain.

Magistrate Moniruzzaman who
led the eviction drive told this corre-
spondent that the lands on the banks
of the canal belong to the municipal-
ity. So, it was duty of the municipality
authority to recover them, he
added.

"The eviction drive is being car-
ried out as per instruction of the
municipal authority and structures

demolished accordingly, he said.

An official of the joint force on
condition of anonymity assured that
no illegal structure, even if of the
municipal chairman on the land of
the canal, would be spared.

He said, 'We are closely observing
the activities of the municipality.'

Shyamasundari canal is the
main outlet for drainage of Rangpur
town. All drains and sub-canals from
different areas of the town have
been connected with it for easy
drainage.

It is historical as well. The then
Zaminder Raja Janoki Bollov exca-

vated the 16 km long and 50 feet
wide canal and named it after his
motherin 1890.

He did it at the suggestion of
physicians who pointed out that
malaria, diarrhoea, cholera and pox
broke out frequently in the epidemic
form due to lack of

proper drainage system in
Rangpur town.

But the canal was not repaired
for over hundred years. With the
advance of time, some people
occupied its land, filled it and then
built structures of different kinds. As
a result, the drainage system of the

town totally collapsed posing health
hazard to the dwellers.

Environmentalists, civil society,
and elite of Rangpur on different
occasions urged the authorities
concerned to excavate the canal.

Due to financial constraints,
Rangpur municipality could not
repair the canal. Finally, RDRS and
CARE Bangladesh came forward to
extend their support.

A programme has been under-
taken to start renovation of the
canal. The eviction drive is part of
this move.

Demolition of illegal structures occupying lands of Shyamasundari canal in Rangpur town goes on.
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Rab seizes 271
fake notes in
Rajshahi

BSS, Rajshahi

Members of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) detained Santu of village
Nandanpur under Puthiya upazila of
the district along with 271 fake notes of
Tk 100 denomination on Saturday.

Rab said on the basis of an
intelligence report, a team of the
elite force conducted a sudden drive
at the village and arrested Santu,
son of Abdul Jabbar with the fake
notes.

During interrogation Santu
confessed that he was an active
member of an organised criminal
gang involved in manufacturing and
marketing of fake notes.

In another operation conducted
in Maskatadighi area under Motihar
Police Station, another Rab team
captured one drug-peddler identi-
fied as lliash Hossain, 22, son of
Rupbhan Mondal with 28 bottles of
Phensidyl syrup.

Smuggled
timber
recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Detective Branch (DB) of police
yesterday morning recovered Indian
Gajari and Chapalish timber worth
about Tk 20 lakh at Balughat point in
the river Kongsha under bordering
Durgapur upazila of the district.

Police said, on a tip-off police
rushed to the spot and seized the
two timbers loaded engine boats
and arrested boat driver Nazrul
Islam,35.

Following his confession police
recovered more Gajari and
Chapalish timbers at three other
points in the Kongsha.

Police said the dishonest timber
traders smuggled the timbers from
neighboring Maghalaya province of
India.

A case was filed with Netrakona
police.

4 absconders held in Rangpur

BSS, Rangpur

Mithapukur police arrested four
absconding convicts including
three brothers from different places
under the upazila in the district
yesterday.

Police sources said Reazul
Munshi, 35, son of Abdur Rashid of
village Chuhar in the upazila was
rounded up from his house yester-
day morning.

He was sentenced to one year
rigorous imprisonment in a crimi-
nal case and three warrants for
arrests in connection with other
criminal cases were issued
against him under Mithapukur
Police Station.

In a block raid, police picked up
three brothers Ruhul amin, 34,
Reazul alias Ezazul 40, and Abdur
Razzak, 36, sons of Pocha Mia of
village Fulchouki in the same

upazila from their house yesterday
morning.

They were fined Tk 5,000
each in default, to suffer one
month imprisonment in a criminal
case by a Rangpur court
recently.

The arrested convicts were sent
to jail hajat yesterday noon after
Mithapukur police produced them
before a Rangpur court, the
sources said.
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Expat's son, robber
killed in Moulvibazar

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

An expatriate's son and an armed
robber were killed and four others
injured during a robbery committed
at Sheoradiga village in Baralekha
upazila Saturday night.

Baralekha police said, robbers
numbering 10 to 15 entered the
house of London expatriate Abdul
Malik by breaking open the door at
about1am.

They fastened the house owner,
three sons and other members of
the family with rope and looted 15
tolas of gold ornament, Tk 12,000 in
cash, two cell phone sets and impor-
tantdocuments from there.

When they were returning with
the booty, the family members
raised a hue and cry. On hearing
their cries, neighbours rushed there
to help the victims. At this stage, the
robbers attacked the mob who also
launched counter-attacks. As a
result, one unidentified robber aged
about 45 died on the spot while Oliur
Rahman Amit, 21-year-old son of
the house owner died on way to
hospital.

The other injured are Abdul
Malik, his wife Minara Begum and
their British citizen grand daughters
Amira Begum and Diba Begum.

Other robbers managed to

escape with the booty.

Moulvibazar superintendent of
police (SP) Faruk Ahmed Vvisited
the spot on Sunday.

Baralekha Police Station officer-
in-charge (OC) Nirmalendu
Chakrabarty said an investigating is
going on now.

Obituary

BSS, Niphamari

Hayatun Nesa, mother of eminent
journalist and columnist late
Shamsul Huda, died of old-age
complications at her
Mohammadpur residence in Dhaka
on Friday.

She was 85. She left behind
three daughters, grandsons and a
host of relatives to mourn her death.

Hayatun Nesa is the grand-
mother of Prothom Alo news editor
Lazzat Enab Mahsi.

She was buried at her family
graveyard at Khaturia under Domar
upazilain the district.

Awami League central leader
Asaduzzaman Noor and former
lawmaker Dr Hamida Banu Shovha
and other local leaders condoled
the death of Hayatun Nesa.
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The unsung language
heroes of Magura

Posthumous honour demanded

HOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura

Although because of their glorious
movement February 21 is now
being observed as the
International Mother Language
Day, the language veterans in
Magura are still deprived of due
respect.

They did a lot for the dignity of
our mother tongue Bangla.

Though none of them embraced
martyrdom, they were tortured in
various ways. Many of them were
jailed during the movement in

1952.
But all these heroes are now
either unknown or unsung.
Talking to The Daily Star, lead-
ing language veteran and educa-
tionist Khan Ziaul Huq regretted,
'No political or socio-cultural

organisations here held any
programme to pay tribute to the
language movement soldiers and
most of them have already passed
away with 'heavy hearts."

Itis our duty to make aware our
new generation,

so that they

T
-

Late Nasirul Islam Abu Mian

Aminul Islam Chandu Mian

']
Late Abdu¥ Salam
should be ready to make supreme
sacrifice for such national cause,
he said.

Another language hero Aminul
Islam Chandu Mian echoed the
same sentiment and said '
Government should take a deci-
sion so that language heroes can
get state-honour at least posthu-
mously'.Though the language
movement was launched in the
capital city Dhaka, it spread to the
then sub-divisional headquarters
of Magura like wildfire.

At the very beginning of the
language movement here, local
student leaders along with gen-
eral students of the then Islamic
College (now the Government
Hossain Shaheed Suhrawardy
College) began movement for
establishing Bangla as the state-
language.

Afterwards, they took vigorous
initiatives to take the movement
to remote areas of the sub-

Late Ali Ahmed
division.

Student leaders Nasirul Islam
Abu Mian, Khan Ziaul Hug,Abdul
Jalil Khan, Aminul Islam Chandu
Mian and Azim Dewan mainly led
the language movement at the
sub-divisional headquarters.
Khan Ziaul Hug and Aminul Islam
Chandu Mian are still alive with
their heavy hearts while two
others have already passed
away.

According to the language
veterans, on February 21, 1952
Khan Ziaul Huq , Chandu Mian
and some other leaders were
picked up by police when they
brought out a procession from
Nomani maidan area and moved
towards the Chourongi Square in
the town.

Meanwhile, a student leader at
Igbal Hall of Dhaka University
Mirza Shawkat Hossain came to
Magura and held meetings at
different educational institutions

Late Mirza Shawkat

and played a key role in motivat-
ing the general students to join
the language movement.

Another student leader of
Raicharan High School A K
Hamiduzzaman Ehiya with the
cordial cooperation of the then
headmaster of Sreepur High
School Abdur Rahim Joarder
began to organise the students of
different institutions in the then
Sreepur thana. At that time Abdus
Salam, Abdur Rashed,Ali Ahmed
and Jitendranath Ghosh, among
others, assisted Ehiya.

Language veterans recalled,
on February 21 in 1952, various
programmes including rally were
held at the then sub-divisional
headquarters under the leader-
ship of Nasirul Islam Abu Mian
while the students of Raicharan
High School in Sreepue thana
placed wreath at the Shaheed
Minar after building it with bam-
boo.
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