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Hold polls in shortest possible time

Speakers tell roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Civil society members yesterday
stressed the need to bring about
electoral reforms on a priority basis
in order to hold a free, fair and
meaningful election.

As part of the reforms, the authori-
ties should take immediate steps to
make the registration of political
parties mandatory, adopt measures
for quick disposal of election-related
disputes and to recast the constitu-
tional institutions such as Anti-
Corruption Commission and Public
Service Commission, they said at a
roundtable.

They also suggested empower-
ing the Election Commission (EC) to
cancel candidature.

They called on the caretaker
government to hold an acceptable
election in the shortest possible time
after preparing a voter listin order to
hand over power to an elected
government.

Shujan or Shushashoner Janney
Nagorik organised the roundtable
on 'What needs to be done to hold a
fair and meaningful election' at the
National Press Club in the city.

The speakers said the candi-
dates must submit their personal
information and statements of
wealth to the EC so that the people
can choose the right person as their
representative.

Moderating the roundtable,
former adviser to the caretaker
government M Hafizuddin Khan
suggested involving the Union
Parishads in preparing the electoral
roll.

The caretaker government
should hold Upazila and national
elections simultaneously,
depoliticise the administration and
the Public Service Commission,
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M Hafizuddin Khan, 2nd from left, speaks at a roundtable at the National Press Club in the city yesterday. On his right
is ASM Shahjahan while on his left are Justice Kazi Ebadul Haque, Syed Abul Maksud and Dr Badiul Alam Majumdar.

strengthen the local government
and ensure empowerment of voters,
he said.

About the voter list, some speak-
ers said only local government
representatives can help prepare an
acceptable voter list in the quickest
possible time. Otherwise, it will take
long time to do so, they added.

Ferdous Ahmed Qureshi said,
"We should prepare union-based
permanent voter roll and it would be
updated with the help of Union
Parishad."

Presenting a keynote paper,
Shujan Secretary Badiul Alam
Majumdar said the political parties

should launch a drive against the
bad elements within the party and
take action againstthem.

The political parties should not
nominate corrupt people in the
election, he said, adding that the
election would not be meaningful
unless the political parties and
candidates comply with the election
rules.

The Election Commission should
also take steps to put a curb on the
election expenses of candidates
and to dispose of election-related
disputes quickly, he said.

Former adviser to the caretaker
governmentASM Shahjahan stressed

the need for transparency of the
Election Commission activities.

He also urged the authorities to
review the appointments made on
the basis of political considerations
during the tenure of previous gov-
ernment.

Former adviser to the caretaker
government Mainul Hossain
Chowdhury, ABM Musa, Syed Abul
Maksud, Syed Anwar Hossain,
Prof Asif Nazrul, Shah Abdul
Hannan, Sheikh Shahidul Islam,
Firoz M Hasan and AG Mahmud
also spoke.

Russia moves to stop spread
of deadly bird flu strain

AFP, Moscow

Russian officials announced mea-
sures to prevent the spread of bird
flu yesterday, a day after the dis-
covery of the deadly H5N1 strain at
two farms near Moscow.

Confirmation of the strain, which
is potentially fatal to humans who
come into contact with infected
birds, came on Saturday evening at
Odintsovo and Domodedovo. Both
are within a 50-kilometre (31-mile)
radius of the capital.

All the birds at the farms had
been killed, said officials.

"We are taking all necessary
measures," said Nikolai Vlasov,

Two cousins
drown in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two children drowned in a ditch at
Mohammadpur in the city on
Friday night.

The deceased, who were cous-
ins, were identified as Ashamony,
6, and Al Amin, 6, residents of
Dhaka Uddan Housing at
Mohammadpur.

Police said the incident might
have been occurred in the evening
when they were playing beside the
ditch at Nabinagar Housing sand
field.

Locals found the floating body
of Ashamony at around 8:00pm
when both of their parents were
searching for them. Later they
found AlAmin's body.

The bodies were sent to Dhaka
Medical College morgue for
autopsy.

Birth anniversary
of Ramakrishna
today

The 172nd birth
anniversary of
S r i
Ramakrishna
will be cele-
brated today,
says a press
release.

1 The Rama-
krishna Mission in Dhaka has drawn
up five-day programmes on the
occasion.

Special puja, devotional songs
and reading from the scriptures are
part of the today's programme.
Besides, a discussion on 'Sri
Ramakrishna: The universal con-
cept of religion' will be held at
5:00pm, with Dr Paresh Chandra
Mandal in the chair.

Former chief adviser to the
caretaker government Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman will
attend the discussion as the chief
guest while Deputy High
Commissioner of India Sarvajit
Chakraborty and Deputy Chief of
Mission of Nepal Embassy Ramesh
Prasad Khanal will be present as the
guests of honour.

Dr Aminul Islam, Shuddhananda
Mahathero and Father Arturo
Spegiali will be present as special
guests. A drama titled 'Sadhu Nag
Mahasaya' will be staged after the
discussion.

director of veterinary inspection for
agricultural agency
Rosselkhoznadzor.

"The farms have been disin-
fected. The experts are treating
vehicles that are leaving the areas
where the virus was discovered,"
said Vlasov, adding that access in
and around the region had been
restricted.

Last month, the H5N1 virus was
recorded in poultry plants in the
Krasnodar region, 1,000 kilometres
south of Moscow, but the current
outbreak is the first near the capital,
home to more than 10 million
people.

The Russian find follows recent
outbreaks in Britain and Turkey,
while Hungary reported the first
detected case of the strain in

January, the first such outbreak in
the European Union since mid-
2006.

"Poultry plants in the region
have been put under strict control
for a year," said Vlasov, adding that
the Russian public had nothing to
fear.

Russian authorities on Saturday
said another farm at Podolsk, 40
kilometres south of the capital, was
suspected of being contaminated
after 44 dead birds were found, but
tests had still to confirm this.

And on Sunday a fourth farm at
Taldom, 110 kilometres north of
Moscow, was under suspicion of
housing a further outbreak, with
authorities still conducting tests.

Courtinthe city yesterday.
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Police take Salauddin Ahmed, former BNP MP from Demra, to the CMM's
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No change in temperature likely

53

period, said a Met office forecast.

the country.

tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the
country in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

There are also chances of rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind at one or two places over Rajshahi, Dhaka and
Sylhet divisions and the regions of Jessore and Kushtia during the

It also said night temperature may remain nearly unchanged over

Highest temperature 30.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Chittagong and lowest 11.8 degree Celsius at Srimongal.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:56pm today and rises at 6:29am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:
City/Town Temperature in Humidity in

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius
percentage
Max Min Morning  Evening
Dhaka 26.7 14.2 57 45
Chittagong 30.2 16.5 62 40
Rajshahi 26.5 14.3 76 68
Khulna 28.0 16.2 79 59
Barisal 26.8 14.3 79 7
Sylhet 27.0 13.6 64 46
Cox's Bazar 28.8 18.2 62 57

Obituary

Monowara
Chowdhury, an
educationist
and wife of
former vice-
chancellor of
Jahangirnagar
University Prof
Aminul Islam
Chowdhury, passed away due to a
cardiac arrest at Labaid Specialized
Hospital in the city on February 17 at
the age of 63, says a press release.

She left behind her husband, one
son, one daughter and a host of
relatives to mourn her death. She
was buried at Garibullah Shah
Shaheb Mazar in Chittagong yester-
day.

Her qulkhwani will be held at her
residence at 54 New Elephant Road
in the city after Maghrib prayers
tomorrow.

Mahbubur Rahman Chunu

Mahbubur Rahman Chunu, a social
worker, passed away due to a
cardiac arrest yesterday at the
Institute of Diseases of Chest and
Hospital (IDCH) in the city at the age
of 45, says a pressrelease.

He left behind his mother, wife,
children and a host of relatives and
admirers to mourn his death.

Shahbuddin Achia Foundation
President Rezaul Karim Faruque
and General Secretary Jakir
Hossain Farid expressed deep
shock at his death.

They also conveyed sympathy to
members of the bereaved family.

Jahanara Begum

Jahanara
Begum, wife of
MA Latif,
passed away
due to kidney
diseases yes-
terday at the
age of 65, says
apress release

She left behlnd her two sons and
one daughter.

Death anniversary

Today is the
16th death
anniversary of
Moslehuddin
Bagmar, one of
the organisers
of the Liberation
War, says a
press release.

On the occasion, a doa will be
offered at Banani Jame mosque and
his village mosque in Gazipur.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of Dr
Mirza Alam
Chowdhury
(Niju) will be
held at Jarina
G r e en
Apartment,
House No-9,
Road No-10,
Dhanmondi R/A in the city after
Maghrib prayers today (Monday),
says apressrelease.

Dr Mirza passed away at
Paragram under Nababganj upazila
in Dhaka on February 16 at the age
of 85.

Friends and relatives are
requested to attend the qulkhwani
and pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

ACC list of 40 persons

Abul Hasnat Abdullah

Barrister Nazmul Huda '

Mohammad Nasim

Magbul Hossain

Hazi Selim

Joinal Hazari

Mufti Shahidul Islam

AHM Mostafa Kamal

Ahmed Akbar Sobhan (Shah Alam)

Salauddin Ahmed

Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan

ANH Akhter

Shamim Osmatt

Naser Rahman

Pankaj Debanath

Mirza Azam

Gias Uddin
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