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50 given 72 hours to
submit wealth report

All property to be attached if they fail to appear in person before ACC; 370 names
in the pipeline; separate lawyers panel to handle these cases fast; law mulled to
bar successors from possessing ill-gotten wealth

JULFIKAR AL1 MANIK

The Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) yesterday published a list of
50 persons, including three dozen
former ministers and lawmakers,
and top politicians and business-
men, in the first phase of publish-
ing names of 420 top corrupt sus-
pects. :
The 50 were asked to appear
before four assigned ACC directors
and submit their wealth state-
ments at the ACC office in
Segunbagicha within 72 hours of
receiving the notification.
1f (hcg fail, their movable and
immovable properties will he
attached for atemnporary period.
The list has the highest number
of 26 leaders from the BNP, 18 from
the Awami League (AL), one cach
from Jamaat-c-Islami and Islami
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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ELECTORAL REFORMS

EC starts close review
of election laws

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC)
yesterday started reviewing the
existing election laws to bring in
massive clectoral reforms, but it
did not say how much time will be
required to complete thetask.

"It"s a massive task. We have just
started examining the election
laws. After a few days, we will be
able to say how much time will be
needed to complete the task,”

I Chiefl Election Commissioner ATM
Shamsul Huda told reporters yes-
terday after an EC meeting that

started the review of the existing
election laws,

"Our only objective is to proceed
with the process for holding a free
and fair election. We are not sure how
much time the process will take,” the
CEC said replying to a query about a
tentative timetable for holding the
next parliamentary election.

The EC at its first review meet-
ing yesterday took up the review of
Representation of the People Order
1972 that contains 95 provisions
and a large number of sub-
provisions, The EC reviewed 12
provisions of the order yesterday
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and will continue discussions to
prepare a set of draft proposals for
reforms. The commission' is also
considering the recommendations
from different civil society bodies
and election watchdogs.

The CEC said a draft will be
prepared after reviewing the elec-
tion laws and the recommenda-
tions from the civil society and
different organisations. Then the
EC will consult with the caretaker
government, political parties and
the civil society seeking their opin-
ion, headded.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Yunus may name his
party Nagarik Shakti

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The political party to be floated by
Prof Muhammad Yunus is likely to
be styled "Nagarik Shaku” or "Citi-
zen's Power."

The Nobel laureate disclosed
this yesterday to the reporters at
the Zia International Airport on his
return from Chittagong.

“Twill formally launch the party
later this month and it might be
named Nagarik Shakti,” Yunus said
adding "The way things are going
on, there is no scope to stay out of
politics....we have to move for-
ward.”

Yunus said that 20-member
village-level and ward-level party
committees will be formed to
muster support for his nascent

party. These committees would be
known as 'Yunus Samarthak
Goshthi' or 'Yunus Supporters’
Groups.'

In a significant departure from
conventional political practice, the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Anncuncement

Today'sissue of The Dafly Star
contains ‘the first part of our
16th Anniversary Special
Supplement titled "From
Crisis to Reform Opportunity”
(48-page) along with our 20
page regular issue, total priced
at Tk 10/=. Star City has been
dropped from today's issuc

Relief goods seized from
ex-deputy minister
Dulu's village home

Ex-lawmaker Salahuddin on 5-day remand

duetotechnical reasons.
Editor & Publisher STAR REPORT
. Law enforcers scized corrugated
BNP wants action | iron (©nh sheets of government

agamst graft, but
won't support
harassment

UNB, Dhaka

The BNP yesterday said the party
wants a country [ree from corrup-
tion, but it wouldn't be proper if
anyone is dubbed corrupt or
harassed without any specific
allegation but merely for political
reasons, vendelta or by mistake.
BNP spokesperson Nazrul Islam
Khan, also the party's joint secre-
tary general, made the remark in
response (o questions from news-
men who asked him about the BNP
men's names on the Anti-
Corruption Commission's list of
the corrupt. He said his party does
not nurture termnsm and corrup-
tion.
"BNP's [msllmn is Apainsi
SEE PAGE 15 COL §

relief fund yesterday raiding the
village home of former deputy
minister for land Ruhul Quddus
Talukder Duluin Natore and froma
college established by former BNP
lawmaker from Shujanagar upazila
inPabna, Selim Reza Habib.
Meanwhile, detained former
BNP lawmaker Salahuddin Ahmed
was placed on a five-dayremandin

connection with three cases filed
against him recently for land grab-
bing, extortion, and illegal possecs-
sion of foreign currencies and
anms.

The army-led joim forces yes-
terday for the first time since the
anti-corruption drive had begun
arrested a Bangladesh Civil Service
cadre. They arrested Habiganj's
Madhabpur Upazila Assistant
Commissioner (Land) M Shahadat
Hossain on charges of corruption
and bribery.

The crack forces also detained
Central Committee Sccretary of
Parbatiya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) Satyabir
Dewan with a pistol in his posses-
sion and four other PCISS leaders
in Rangamati carly yesterday.

Touhidul Islam, Bheramara
municipality chairman and also a
brother of former BNP lawmaker
from Kushtia Shahidul Islam,
surrendered to the joint forces in
Kushtia yesterday while Tangail

SEE PAGE 15COL 7

AL won't defend
criminal party
men

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) General
Secretary Abdul Jalil last night said
the party will not take any respon-
sibility for those leaders and work-

ers who have been proven guilty of

criminal offences.

"If anyone is convicted and not
victimised then the party will not
take responsibility for them,” he
saidwhile bricfing newsmenafiera
meeting of AL presidium members
at Sudha Sadan residence of party
chief Sheikh Iasina.

Following a two-hour-long
mecting with Hasina in the chair,
Jalil told reporters that they dis-
cussed the present political sitwa-
tion and the list disclosed by the
Anti-corruption Commission.

Why some of the AL leaders
were on the list while there were no
specific allegations against them,

SEE PAGE 15 COL &
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MEGHNAGHAT 2

Orion chief blames

media for fund crisis

Seeks time for defaulted payment
for project from hideout

SHARIER KHAN

From his secret hideout, Orion
chief Obaidul Karim in a letter to
the Power Development Board
(PDIB) sought "some more days” for
his defaulted payment for
Meghnaghat-2 495 megawaltt
power project, thus avoiding iis
cancellation by next weck.

Karim blamed the press for
negative reports that, he claimed,
affected his cash flow situation. He,
however, did not write a single line
explaining why he is avoiding
arrest and how he would face the
graft cases against him.

PDB sources meanwhile said it
has made primary preparations 1o
cancel the Meghnaghat-2 deal.

"Ideally, thesoonerwe cancel the
Meghnaghat-2 deal, the beuer for
the country. Orion can never do this
project and it is simply wasting our
precious (ime,” said a PDB high
official, adding, "How can he imple-
ment the project if he is hiding and
wanted in majorgraftcases?

On January 21, the PDB served a
notice of "Project Company Event
of Default” on Karim's shell com-
pany BON Consortium Power
CompanyLtd, askingitto payup Tk
6.22 crore as Meghnaghat-2 pro-
ject’s land rental by February 22 or

face cancellation of the contract.

The PDB gave the BON
Consortium 20 acres of land for this
project.

"If the government wants it can
simply cancel the deal tomorrow
and move on because the Land
Lease Agreement allows the gov-
ernment to cancel the deal
instantly forits default.”

The BON Consortium, which
bagged the power deal asa political
favour by the immediate past BNP-
led alliance government, gave the
PDB on January 21 a cheque for Tk
6.22 crore as land rental and initial
development payment, but the
chequebounced.

AspertheLand Lease Agreement
(LLA) on Meghnaghat-2, the PDB
can cancel the contract instantly for
such a fault, it but gave BON
Consortiumonemonth’stime.

In his letter that reached the
PDB on February 7, Karim said his
enterprise faced financial setback
due to negative press reports.
Karim, who has been absconding
to avoid arrest on multiple graft
charges, signed the letter on
January 29.

He said, "...against the allepa-
tions published in various dailies
regarding Oriental Bank upon

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Govt to reign in

hoarders

Moves to review anti-hoarding

regulations

S1ArF CORRESPONDENT

The government has initiated steps
1o review the anti-hoarding regula-
tions to set limits on the quantity of
essential goods the businessmen
can store for a certain period of
time.

The government is also mulling
reintroduction of the business
intelligence activities to intervene
market manipulation so that the
importers and other businessmen
cannotdictate priceartificially.

"We will sitwith the law ministry

and other ministrics concerned
soon in order to review the existing
hoarding regulation,” Commerce
Secretary Feroz Ahmed told report-
ers after a meeting with business-
men at the .commerce ministry
conference room.

The ministry is assessing
options about how the now
defunctmarket intelligence system
can be reintroduced under the
Consumer Protection Rights, the
secretary said.

Earlier Finance and Commerce

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Govt to show
no tolerance .
to money
whitening

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Adviser Mainul Hosein yester-
day said the government will con-
siderwhiteningofblackmeneyasa
corrupt practice in contradiction
to taxation laws that unequivocally
acceptilaslegal.

"This would be part of corrup-
tion and it has been raised in gov-
ernment discussions,” Mainul told
reporters when asked to comment
on Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina's demand for catching
everyone who whitened i-bli;,t:k
money.

The adviser was Ial!dng m jour-
nalists after the second meeting of
the Advisory Committge-dmAnti-
Corruption. F o
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Shopping malls
to turn dark

in evenings
from Sunday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT......

The government will stop power
supply to all shops and ghopping
malls across the country from
7:00pm to 11:00pm every evening
from Sunday next as part of its load
managementinitiatives.

Power Adviser Tapan
Chowdhury informed the
Bangladesh Dokan Malik Samity, a
shop owners' body, about this
during ameeting yesterday.

The shop owners demanded re-
fixing office hours from 8:00am to
3:00pm from the existing 9:00am to
5:00pm to pull buyers fqr shopping
before 7:00pm.

SEE PAGEYS COL 3
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