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Lyon defender Sebastien Squillaci (L) is ecstatic after scoring alate winner to settle a Ligue 1 encounterwith rivals Lille atLille Metropole Stadium on Friday.

Lion-hearted Lyon

Fergie wants
tighter agent
control

. AFP, Manchester

Sir Alex Ferguson has revealed how
he had to ban an agent from
Manchester United's training
ground after he was caught trying to
approachplayersasyoungas 12,

In comments that will fuel grow-
ing calls for a crackdown on the
ar.tivitiﬂ of agents who make for-
tunes from acting as middlemen in
football's multi-million pound

.matket, the United boss
recalled how they had to go to
extreme meastres to stop the agent
fro ngtheyoungsters.

| Him - s0'he started to
wilit outside the academy picking
out the cars of the parents, stopping
themand tapping themup.”

Ferguson, whoseson Jason previ-
ously worked as an agent, weighed
into the debarte a day in the wake of
an intervention by his club captain
Gary:Neville, said they should be
kicked outofthegame.

The Scot does not go that far but
admits the the time has come for
them to be bound by more stringent
guidclinesl’.nurder l!gl.gm the flowof
moneygoingoutofthegame.

Urﬂted“:ﬁeonlyhenﬁemhjp club
to publish details of payments to
agents, shelled out a total of 1.8
million poundslastyearalone.

"In an ideal world, Garyis correct,
but agents are here and I have no
prublem with pln}'ers taking their
advice," said Fe

'Bul: I'dlike to be an investi-
gation into the paymemls ar tfanffs of
agents. Theyare takingalotofmaoney
outoffoetball - 5o muchso thatclubs
udlnqq:wufmthelngable twbuy

’s a dangerous precedent
because agentsarestartingtocontrol
the market because they are b
allthe top playersand that's happen-
mgat ment.

"But [f they were paid the same
tariffs and same rates as lawyers and
accountants, and had a responsible
attitude tnwnn:l‘s the industry, then
thereisno gwiththat.”

Neville said earlier in the week
that he would like to sce his profes-
sional peers rely less on agents and
take more advice from their union,
the Profcssional Footballers

Association (P!
"One go in (to a deal) and
expect to giving hundreds of

thousands or, in this day and age,
| mnﬂgomiggomagepﬁ_l -and that
. mon out of the game,"
! Newﬂiegmlf

"The clubs should keep that
money - or, if they're earning it, the
Plaz"“‘-

Players need good advice and
good accountants - but they don't
need people taking hundreds of
thousandsoffthem.”

Vogts hires

Haessler
. REUTYERS, Berlin

Nigeria's German coach Berti Vogts
said on Saturday he had hired for-
mer Germany midfielder Thomas
Haessleras anassistant coach.
"Thomas has a great reputation
| around the wortld, especially in
Africa, because he had great skill
' around the ball," Vogts, who
| recently replaced Austin Eguavoen
as coach, lold Bild newspaper.
Vogts had previously coached
| GermanyandScotland.
| Haessler, a free kick specialist,
will also keep his assistant job at
second division side Cologne.
. He was on the West Germany
| team that won the 1990 World Cup
and also on Germany side that won
 Euro 96. He was named Germany's
footballerof the yearin 1992.

.

AFP, Paris

Brazilian
international
striker Fred
inspired
French cham-
pions Lyon to a
come [rom
behind 2-1
victory at Lille here on Friday and
give them a much needed boost
ahead of-their Champions League
clash with AS Roma next
Wednesday.

For Lille - who were watched by
Sir Alex Ferguson manager of their

Champions League -opponenis

Manchester United - it was a bitter
disappointment even if victory
would still have only meant they
trailed Lyon by 12 points in the title
race.

Lyon manager Gerard Houllier
commiserated with Lille aver their
late late disappointment.

"It is always dreadful to lose toa
late goal and that happened to us
recently," admitted the former
France and Liverpool handler.

"However for us it is a vital win

.as we did not have a great January

but now we have won two in a row
and tonight was a gutsy win."

His Lille counterpart Claude
Puel said it was imperative that his
sidelearn from this,

"Things haven't really been
running for us of late but we must-
n'tgetdown and instead grow from
this,” said the former Monaco
caach.

"The game against Manchester

United will be different but again

we  musmn’t commit (hl.‘ same
errors and lose focus like we did
tonight."

It looked as If Lille would gain
their vital confidence booster
when the rarely used former
Lorient star Johan Audel struck in
the52nd minute as one on one with

France ‘keeper Gregory Coupet he
slotted home easily in what was
only his third appearance of what
hasbeenatroubled season for him.

However Lyon who have been a
shadow of their dominant selves
since the turn of the year, and
devoid of the inspirational midfield
talents of the injured Portugeses
international Tiago and the sus-
pended Juninho, gradually fought
their waybackintothe match.

It paid off eventually eight min-
utes from time as Fred struck an
unstoppable freekick past Lille's
Senegalese international ‘'keeper
Tany Sylva.

That was bad enough for the
hosts but it became even worse a
minute from the finish as Jeremy
Toulalan’s freekick saw former
Monaco defender Sebastien
Squillaci lab Sylva for the winner
and Lyon's first win at Lille in the
past five seasons.

Chelsea owner
R amon
Abramavich has
been absent
from their last
six matches but
assistant man-
ager Steve Clarke scotched talk he
waslosing interest in the club aftera
reported argument with manager
Jose Mourinho.

Clarke said the Russian billion-
aire would in fact attend Saturday
afternoon’'s FA Cup fifth round tie
against Norwich at Stamford Bridge.

It has been claimed in the British
media that an argument between
Abramovich and Mourinho follow-
ing the 4-0 win over Wigan in

BARGLAYS

Clarke scotches
rumours

AFP, London

January was the root cause of a
growingrift.

The Russian billionaire's ensu-
ing failure to attend any of Chelsea’s
next six games intensified specula-
tion over his alleged spat with
Mourinho and fuelled suggestions
hewaslosinginterestintheclub.

But Clarke said: "Roman has
been on business - he's very busy
and hashad other thingsto do.

"He's back today and we're
looking forward to seeing him.
There's no question he'scommited
to Chelsea. He's proven that ever
since taking over.

"He doesn't have to prove any-
thing else. It's good when you see
him with and around the team. He
enjoys being with the players and
coachingstaff.

Roman

"It will be good for the atmo-
sphere around the club and maybe
the speculation over why he's not
there will stop.

"He's heen in Russia taking care
of business and, if you're worth that
amount of money, it's understand-
able when he has matters to take
careof.”

Clarke's contract expires at the
end of the season and the former
Blues defender is in no hurry to
beginnegotiations overanewdeal.

He said: "It's not difficult when I
see speculation about other
coaches being broughtin.

"1 focus on my job. I'm a level-
headed fellow and the speculation
doesn't affect me. ['ve been at this
clubfor 18 outofthelast 20 years.”

FHOTO: AFP

FC Porto midfielder Bruno Moraes (L) shifts past the outstretched challenge of Naval defender Orestes Alves during
their Portuguese Superligamatch atthe Dragao Stadiumin Porto on Friday.

China prepare
for Australia

AFP, Hong Kong

China's under-fire Olympie squad
will be looking to put their recent
troubles behind them as they
prepare for Sunday's clash against
the Australia Olympic team in the
four-nation Lunar New Year tour-
nament,

Since arriving in Hong Kong on
Friday night, the squad have
refused totalk to reporters justdays
after the team left Britain in dis-
grace following a large-scale brawl
against London club Queen Park
Rangers.

The Chinese squad cancelled a
morning training session on
Saturday butare expected to take to
the field in the afternoon at
Mongkok Stadium.

CHina coach Ratomir Dujkovic
will make do with seven new play-
ers who have been called up to
replace the seven sent home in
disgrace following the brawl in
London.

The Chinese squad completed
their tour of Britain with a record of
three wins, four draws and two
losses.

They were plunged into further
controversy with reports of another
fight, this time involving eight-time
Chinese champions Dalian Shide
and second division side
Chongqing Lifan that resulted in
the pre-season friendly being
abandoned.

Dujkavic knows his side will
have a tough task ahead of them
against Australia, one of the favour-
ites in the tournament, which also
includes the Jamaica Olympic
squad and the Hong Kong League
XI, who play in the other opening
daymarch.

The Australians were dealt a
blow earlier with the news that they
will be without captain Mark
Milligan, who has been ruled out of
the tournament because of a bro-
kennose.

Teenage duo Sebastian Ryall
and Jason Naidovski have been
added to the Olyroos who edged
Taiwan 1-0 in an Olympic qualifier
earlier this week.

Jamaica will take on the hosts
looking to reach Wednesday's final
but despite being led by a world
class coach in Bora Milutinovic --
the only man to coach five different
teamns at the World Cup -- the
Jamaicans remain an unknown
quantity.

Hong Kong will be leoking to
win the tournament for the first
time in 14 vears as they feld a team
comprising their best local and
expatriate players from the Hong
Kongleague.

The hosts also reached the 2003
final against Honduras, but several
players are doubtful for the clash
with the Jamaicans because of injury.

City seal
Mpenza deal

AFP, London

English Premiership strugglers
Manchester City boosted their
ailing attack with the signing of
veteran Belgian international
striker Emile Mpenza until the end
ofthe season on Friday.

The 28-year-old, who has fin-
ished his contract with Qatari side
Al Rayyan, still awaits international
clearance before joining City, who
are presently fifth from bottom of
the Premiership, though 10 points
clearoftherelegation places.

Mpcnza who has scored 17
goals in 52 internationals for his
country and has mostly played
abroad including two spells in the
Bundesliga with Schalke 04 and
Hamburg, hasbeen on trial at City.

Mpenza, twice a winner of the
German Cup with Schalke 04 in
2001 and 2002, will be unavailable
for Sunday's difficult FA Cup fifth-
round tie at Championship
highflyers Preston.

Porto warm
up well

REUTERS, Lishon

Porto crushed Naval 4-0 in the
Portuguese Premier League on
Friday as they warmed up for next
week's Champions League clash
with Chelsea.

Porto are top with 43 points
from 18 games, six clear of Sporting
who visit Pacos Ferreira on
Saturday. Benfica, who meet
Nacional at Madeira Island on
Sunday, are third on 36.

Argentine striker Lisandro
Lopez scared in each half for Porto,
the first from an unmarked posi-
tioninside theareaafteraneatpass
by Bruno Morais after 21 minutes.

Porto, missing the suspended
Ricardo Quaresma, doubled their
lead through Lucho Gonzalez after
Naval goalkeeper Pedro Taborda
could only parry a cross from
defender Pepe after 36 minutes.

Striker Helder Postiga provided
a killer pass for Lopez to score
Porta's third goal after 47 minutes
against Naval, who were promoted
tothetop flight lastseason.

Substitute Brazilian striker
Adriano completed the rout with
the fourth goal when he headed
home a cross from the right by
Slovakia defender Marek Cech in
injury time:

Atletico readying for Se

INTERNET, undarted

Atletico Madrid
are preparing fora
trial of strength
and concentra-
tion when they
travel to second-
placed Sevilla in
the Primera Liga
on Sunday.

Atleticoare fifth, just four points
behind their hosts, but have a
history of playing out bad-
tempered, niggly affairs against
theirsouthern rivals.

A total of five red cards have been
shown in the last two clashes
between the sides, with the dismissal
of Sevilla defenders Javi Navarro and
Julien Escude in the last match key to
allowing Atletico to scramblealate 2-
Iwininthe Calderon.

"They are a tough side to play,
especially at their stadium, and
they have always had an intense
rivalry with Atletico,” midfielder
Luciano Galletti said.

Left-back Mariano Pernia ech-
oed his team-mate's sentiments of
Sevilla, saying: "You need to be on
top of your game, compact and
verystrong.

"They may not be playing as
well as they were earlier in the
season, but we must be careful
because they still have the same
players and always have the same
attitude.”

While the rivalry on the pitch is
usually described as 'intense’, off-
the-pitch incidents have also been
a feature of the last couple of
matches in Madrid, with the meet-
ing back in March last year sus-
pended for around 40 minutes due
tocrowd trouble.

Sevilla won thatencounter 1-Oas
Atletico had three players sent off.

Atletico were fined after that
fixture for fans throwing objects at
the oppaosing team and match offi-
cials, so the atmosphere in the
Sanchez Pizjuan islikely to be hostile.

Sevilla enter the game having
received a lift to morale with a 2-0
win away to Steaua Bucharest in
the UEFA Cup onThursday.

That may help off-set the
advantage Atletico have from not
having played duringthe week.

"Things haven'tbeengoingvery
well so to get a result like this away
from home in a difficult stadium is
a confidence boost for us all. It
could prove vital in the future,” said

Sevillamidfielder Enzo Maresea. .

Before Thursday, the
Andalucians had been struggling
for form having only won once in
sixleague outings.

They received further good
news with the Spanish Foatball
Federation's decision to overrule a
yellow card full-back Daniel Alves
received in last weekend's 0-0 draw
against Real Beris, wh[ch leaves
himfreetoplay.

Midfielder Adriano Correia is
outinjured.

Atletico have one of the best
away records in the league buthave
been inconsistent at best. They
bounced back from a 3-1 defeat at
Valencia two weeks ago to beat
Athletic Bilbao 1-0 at home last
weekend.

A training-ground bust - up
between midfielder Maniche and
defender Antonio Lopez on
Thursday has been brushed aside
withminimal fuss. ;

"The coach asks us to train with
intensity because that's how he
wants us to play on Sundays. There
was a small argument no %
more. These things happen," sa
Galletti,

Sevillahave been warned.

-

Sir Alex slams FA Academy—}f',

%4 Football

AFP, Manchester

Sir Alex Ferguson has admitted that
the development of young English
football talent has reached crisis
point.

But the Manchester United boss
rejected a suggestion by Terry
Venables that the failure of the
much-vaunted academy system
should be blamed onclubswho trawl
theworldlooking foryoungtalent.

"When Howard Wilkinson set up
the academy system eight years ago,
he said that England would win the
World Cup within ten years, but [
can'tsee it," Fergusonsaid on Friday,
echoinga complaint by Venables, the
former England boss who currently
acts as an assistant to the current
national team manager, Steve

McClaren.

Venables said this week that
teams like Arsenal had stymied the
development of English talent by
recruiting talented teenagers from
overseas, with Spanish midfielder
Cesc Fabregas a notable example in
theGunners' firstteam.

"The academy system is some-
thing that hasn't really borne fruitin
the way we wished it did,” Venables
said. "There are a lot of players com-
ing from around the world, which
makesifdifficult forlocal boys.

"Arsenal have got a f[antastic
system but a lot of them are from
abroad. Thatis okay butitdoes make
it difficult for homegrown players to
getthrough.”

After the flop of England's so-
called 'golden generation'at the 2006
Waorld Cup, there is mounting con-
cern that there are not enough qual-
ity young English players coming

through at a time when Premi
clubs are thriving on the Euro
stage.

But Ferguson disagrees with
thase who point the finger at c!uhs,._, ;
and rallied to the defence of his old
adversary Arsene Wenger, lhu \
Arsenalmanager.

"Arsene Wenger is very strong on. o
French and African football, s0 why
should he not take advantage,”
Ferguson said. "The problem doesn't
liewith ArseneWenger, itlieswiththe
system, _

"But if they were o bring in'a’
format where you had to produce.
home-grown players, it would be '’
different,

"There is a suggesdon that alt”
clubs should have four or five
domestic players in their team afd
[ think there is something sensiile
inthat." i
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'Beckham can forget England"

K4 ¥ Football

AFP, London

Former England captain Alan
Shearer said David Beckham's
decision to join American side Los
Angeles Galaxy could mean he may
never return to the national side
and claimed top Premiership clubs
did notwant him.

David Beckham has hardly
played for Real Madrid this season
and late last year announced he
would be moving to the Major
League Soccer club on a 250 mil-
lion-dollar, five-yeardeal.

Shearer, England captain at the
1998 World Cup, said England
manager Steve McLaren had made
his decision to omit him because
he wanted pace and power on the
right with the likes of Aaron
Lennon and Steven Gerrard,

"He (Beckham) has hardly
played any football for Real this
season,” Shearer told the Sun
newspaper. "Motonly thatbut he is
aboutto fly offto America to play in
a league which is probably on a
parallel with our second division,
with respect.

"[ don't know what his reasons
are for going out there athis age. He
still has some years left in him at a
high level. 1 certainly believe he
could do ajob inthe Premiership.

“The problem is he would not
want to play for a side outside the
top four - and the top four don't

want him,"

McClaren has frequently said
the door is not closed for the
midfielder to make a return to the
England fold, but Shearer - like
Beckham a former captain of the
national side - said he may never
add to his 94 caps.

He told The Sun: "I think
Steve McClaren has made his
decision and he will stick toit. [
do not believe David Beckham
will ever play for England again
- that'sit.

"Steve has decided he wants

pace and power on the right side.
That is why he has gone for Aaron
Lennon or Steven Gerrard. That is
his style and he is happy to have
those players in that position
rather than Beckham.

"Once he has made that deci-
sion [ can't see him going back'on
it," he added.

"As an individual, I'm sure he
thinks he can still do a job, The
problem isonly one man'sdecision
counts right now and Steve
MecClaren does not think Beckham
willimprove the England team.”
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Yesterdny’s Cryptoquip: THE OLD FRATERNITY.
MEMBER CERTAINLY HAD FUN, BUT NOW T
SUPPOSE HE'S READY FOR A NEW CHAPTER.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals E



