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Eminent artist and media personality Mustafa Manowar hands over the
'Lifetime Achievement Award' to noted documentary filmmaker and
cinematographer Syed Bazley Hussain at the Bangladesh Documentary
Film Festival for his contribution to Bangladeshi documentaries. The
event was held at Shawkat Osman Memorial Auditorium at Cenfral

Public Library recently

Exhibition

nature

Painting (top) by Swapan Chowdhury and photograph by Sajal Khaled

at the exhibition

Favza HAQ
"

AJAL and 1 have both
worked on nature,” says
Swapan Chowdhury
about thereceng avant-garde joint
exhibit at Chitrak. While Swapan
translated them into mixed-media
on paper, Sajal fixed elements of
nature in his camera work. "We
have taken different ways of pre-
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sentingnature,” says Swapan.

In Time and nature, Swapan
depicts the breeze with avariety of
butterflies fluttering around. He
hasn't tried to bring in birds but
rather the movements of birds in
the air. "Instead of painting a
person, an artist might try to paint
her ability and charm. Similarly, I
haven't taken in a full flower but a
suggestion of the form. Thus the
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brown, red and yellow are hints of
butterflies on an expanse of beige
liquid tea which I've spread on the
background.”

Some of the papers have raised
surfaces forming patterns and
designs of their own. Sometimes
he has folded paper and pasted
that on to give a fullness to his
delineation. Hence we see the
image of a bird. Swapan does not
present a full flower or bird. He has
taken fragments of images and
decorated the picture with them.
Thelines stand for rhythm,

One picture has a surfeit of pink
and purple with hints of brighter
colour to suggest flowers and
birds. "I paint for myself and hope
you can find pleasure in these
paintings too," says Swapan when
asked why he goes in for abstrac-
tion. In one picture, the paper is
torn and one can see the colour
beyond the surface. Music of
rhythms of the scattering of pollen
and falling of raindrops on leaves
are among the elements that he
wants to capture in his lines and
colours. He uses mixed media,
acrylic, water-colour and pastel as
he feels comfortable in those
mediums.

Swapan's teachers were
Mohammed Kibria, Abdul Basset,
Aminul 1slam and Rafiqun Nabi.
"They taught me the system. |
paint in my own way." He contem-

' Capturing images from

plates on his work before he seis
about it. "Painting is a diary of a
painter,” he says

Sajal Khaled has learnt from
many photographers and photo-
graphic circles. He says that over-
seas, 40 percent of pictures are
based on photography although
here in the subcontinent we
recognise it more as a documenta-
tion or record of a historical fact. It
is seldom recognised as an inte-
gral part of art, he comments. "In
the Asian Biennales, however,
many photographs are to be secn
and admired," he adds. "There are
a few centres for education in
photography and it should be
introduced as a subject at the
Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka Uni-
versity," he says.

"I react to various elements of
life. There could be maybe 10
stones before me; 1 may pick up
two and arrange them as I like. My
pictures present various beautiful
elements of life that we tend to
overlook. My theme of searching
for beauty in nature matches
Swapan Chowdhury's work so |
planned to display my work along
with his," Sajal adds,

Swapan has had eight solo
exhibitions in Dhaka, and group
shows in Bangladesh, Japan,
India, Germany and USA. Sajal has
exhibited in Dresden and Dhaka.
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Lion dance at the programme

KaviTa CHARANIT

Bengalis bursting into Chinese
songs, performing Chinese martial
arts, playing giant Chinese drums
and dances -- all this and more
awaited the visitor on February 15.
The oceasion was the 15-day Chi-
nese Spring Festival (also known as
Chinese NewYear) which begins on
February 18. The venue: the Chi-
nese Department of the Institute of
Muodern Languages, Dhaka Univer-
sity.

Entering the institute, one was
greeted by traditional red Chinese
lanterns, decorations and bal-
lnoons. Celebrating the function
were largely Chinese Embassy
staff, a Chinese teacher and stu-
dents of the Chinese Department.
The evening began with the loud

bursting of balloons by the audi-

Talented playwright Humayun Ahmed’s work has a distinctive
style and quality, The mohurat of his most recent and much-
awaited film Daruchini Dwip based on his book with the same
name, was held at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday. Celebrated
actor-turned-director Tauquir Ahmed will direct the film. Popu-
lar artistes Abul Hayat, Asaduzzaman Noor, Aly Zaker, Dolly
Zahur, Riaz, Challenger, Sara Zaker, Afroza Banu, Fazlur Rahman
Babu, Lux Channel { Super Star'06 finalists Bindu and Badhon
andothers are the major cast members of the film. The film will be
shot at the Dhaka Kamlapur railway station along with the pan-
oramic locations of Saint Martin, Chittagong seaport and

Dhamrai.

Charisma, confidence, stage presence and overall perfor-
mance were the evaluating criteria by the esteemed judges who
decided on last year's Lux Channel i Super Star. The finalists were
selected out of more than 10,000 entries from all over the country.
Thewinner ofthe contest Momo was selected to play the lead role
of]Jori in the film based on Daruchini Dwip.

Naushad Karim Chowdhury, brands and development direc-
tor of Uniliver Bangladesh Limited and sponsor of the film,
Faridur Reza Sagar, managing director of Channel-i and Impress
Telefilm Ltd, writer Humayun Ahmed, artistes of the film Aly
Zaker, Asaduzzaman Noor; director and artist of the film Tauquir
Ahmed spoke on the launching ceremony, Humayun Ahmed
captivated the audience with his stimulating ideas and humor-

ousanecdotes.

The film will be made under the banner of Impress Telefilm

Limited.

(L-R) Tauguir Ahmed, Humayun Ahmed, Asaduzzaman Noor, Riaz, Momo, Bindu and

Aly Zaker at the event
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the Pig underway

ence an apt option to the ear shat-
tering traditional Chinese fire-
crackers. Then followed the ren-
dering of the Chinese national
anthem byYangJin Xiang, ateacher
of Chinese in the Chinese Depart-
ment of the Institute, who later
wenlon to demonstrate the martial
art of Tai Chi (similar to Indian
yoga) with immense grace and
fluid movements.

Another highlight of the show
was a lion dance led by Liu San
Zhen, cultural counselor in the
embassy. As the 'lion' pranced
around, a delighted audience
watched spellbound. Joined in by
students, he also gave a loud ren-
dering on the Chinese drums.
Initially inhibited, the students
joined inwith gusto.

Several students later per-
formed the Chinese Wu Shu, a

Refiing artistic skills

Chinese spring festival at
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martial art, One of the stars of the
show was the knife-wielding
Muhammad Rezaur Rahman, who
demonstrated southern boxing,
followed by Nan Quan, a shorthand
boxing, joined in by students from
the Bangladesh Wu Shu Associa-
tion.,

Both the loquacious host and
the hostess of the evening, dis-
played tremendous fluency in the
Chinese language. Other features
of the evening were the rendering
of Chinese songs by the students.
Linda, along with her two young
children, sang Lu Bing Hua (a song
tomother).

Fun and games were the order of
the daya game akin to the passing
of the parcel, hitting balloons with
the head, Chang Yi Zi (catch the
chairs) and lotteries. All in all a cosy
evening to remember even after
the curtains went down.

Exhibition at Cubic School of Fine Arts

"I see art and other forms of cultural
expression as playing an important
role in connecting people and
cultures. Art provides an avenue for
us to communicate our values and
our particular sense ofwhatbeautyis
to others." With these words, Stefan
Frowein, head of the delegation of

European Commission, inaugurated
a seven-day second annual art
exhibition ofthe CubicSchool of Fine
Arts on February 16, says a press
release. Naheed Akhter, associate
professor of the Institute of Fine Arts,
Dhaka University, was present as
special guest.
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at B:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

Newvs (Bangla) at 8:00 am 100 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and Engfish)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
thannels),

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 8:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:45am.

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) B:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangta) al 9:00 2.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

niv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am, 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:20 pm.

CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) al
9:00pm
NewsHeadlines (English) at9:05pm
RTV

News (Bangla) at 7:00am. 3:00pm.

7:15pm, 10:00pm.
News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:30am

Mirror

Talk Show

Guest: Patricia AButenis, US ambassador

On Channeliat6:20pm

12:30

01:00  Farz

Swapno Chura
OnBanglavision at9:50pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Meer Sabbir, Sumaia Shimu
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