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REUTERS, Washington

The US House of Representatives
denounced President George W
Bush's Iraq irooF buildup on
Friday in a symbolic challenge to
his unpopular war strategy that is
expected to lead to a mighty strug-
gle over financing the extra troops.

The Democratic-led House
voted 246-182 for a resolution that
voices support for US forces but
opposes the Republican president’s
decision to send 21,500 more troops
to bolster security [n Baghdad and
violent Anbar province.

In Baghdad, US and Iraqi forces
sweeping through the city encoun-
tered little resistance to their offen-
sive. Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki,
under heavy US pressure to show
progress, told Bush the effort had
been a "brilliant success” so far,
while Bush said US patience was
notunlimited,

The House measure would not
force Bush to act, but its supporters

course and start bringing US forces
home from the conflict, which has
killed more than 3,100 American
troops.

"Our troops have done a mag-
nificent job (but) they cannot
afford to continue to be policemen
in a civil war," said Rep. Walter
Jones (news, bio, voting record), a
North Carolina Republican who
co-sponsored the measure with
Democrats.

As their next step, Democrats
are considering ways to restrict
Bush's use of $93.4 billion in new
war funds to keep him from using it
for the troop buildup. Several
Republicans condemned that as a
"slowbleed" of the war effort.

"What we are saying todayto the
president is that "we need a new
direction,” House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, a California Democrat, said
after thevote.

The Senate, which usually acts
first in major foreign policy mat-
ters, has been deadlocked on pro-
cedural issues surrounding the
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US House rebukes Bush
over new Iraq strategy

Iraq debate. Senate Democrats will
try to break the impasse again on
Saturday with a vote on whether to
consider the House Irag resolution.

The House vote put it on record
for the first time rejecting Bush's
conduct of the nearly four-year
war, which Congress authorized in
October 2002. The vote followed
three days of debate, with hun-
dreds of lawmakersspeaking.

The resolution passed with
support of all but two of the
House's 233 Democrats and 17 of
its 201 Republicans, many worried
about their political fate should
they stick with Bush. Polls say most
Americans oppose adding troops
inlraq.

Republican Whip Roy Blunt of
Missouri said his party's defections
were fewer than the 40 to 60 some
expected, and said Democrats now
faced divisions in the debate over
whether to restrict war funds. "The
future of this debate is much more
unifying for us and much maore
dividing for them," he said.

US expert panel
doubts N Korea
will give up
nuke weapons

AFP, Washingion

Four days after a landmark nuclear
accord with North Korea, an inde-
pendent US report warned FPriday
that the Stalinist state's leader, Kim
Jong-1l, continues to distrust
Washington and views US aid as a
"poisonapple.”

The report by aninfluential panel
of Asia specialists also ruled out the
possibility of Kim emulating China's
former paramount leader Deng
Xiaoping in embracing economic
reforms to open up reclusive and
impoverished North Korea.

"Our conclusion is that the Kim
regime would prefer 1o muddle
through, despite the dim future for
21 million North Koreans, than to
take the risk of openingup a la Deng
Xiaoping,” said the report, "US-
Japan Alliance: Getting Asia Right
Through 2020."

Some experts have previously
proposed a "grand bargain” by which
the US and its allies could defuse
North Korea's military threat through
its reforms and weapons cuts in
exchange formoreaid.

hope to pressure him to reverse

PHOTO: AFP

Pakistani soldiers stand alert with weapons at an observation post in the
snow covered mountainous region of Alwara Mandei in North Waziristan
along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border yesterday. Pakistan has renewed a
call for neighbouring Afghanistan to open dialogue with Taliban insurgents
tostem therise in violence in the war-torn country.

Pakistan urges Nato,
US to do more
against Taliban

AFP, Pesharvar

Nato and US forces in Afghanistan
must match Pakistan's commit-
ment to preventing the cross-
border infiltration of Taliban mili-
tants, a Pakistani provincial gover-
nor said Friday.

Ali Muhammad, Jan Aurakzai,
the governor of NorthWest Frontier
Province bordering Alghanistan,
spoke out in response to repeated
accusations that Pakistan is failing
to crack down on militants based in
its territory.

"We are doing the best we can,

but we expect reciprocity from our
coalition partners,” Aurakzai, a
retired army general, told foreign
journalists at his official residence
inthe provincial capital Peshawar.

The governor said Pakistan had
1,000 military posts along the
mountainous 2,500-kilometre
(1,550-mile) frontier with
Afghanistan, compared with
around 100 Nato and US-led coali-
tion posts on the otherside.

"Why are they (Nato and US
forces) sitting 30 or 40 kilo-
metres away from the border?”
Aurakzai said. '

US not seeking Iran
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Washington is not seeking a mili-
tary confrontation with Tehran
over its controversial nuclear
programme, a senior Pentagon
official told a Gulf security confer-
enceSaturday.

"We are not seeking a military
showdown with Iran, We are not
seeking military confrontation,”
Depuly Assistant Secretary of
Defence for the Middle East Mark
Kimmitt told the conference in the
United Arab Emirates capital.

"We believe that diplomacy

'showdown: Pentagon

remains the best way to deal with
the ITranian nuclear problem,”

added Kimmitt, rejecting mount- |
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APakistani policeman looks at bloodstained documents scattered on the floor of a court after a bomb blastin Quetta
yesterday. At least 15 people were killed and dozens injured when a powerful bomb exploded near a court in

Pak:stan s southwestern city of Quetta.

Palestinians begin cobbling
together new government

AFP, Guza City

Palestinian Prime Minister-
designate Ismail Haniya forged
ahead yesterday in efforts to forma
national unity government that
can appease rival factions and end
a punishing 11-month long
Western aid freeze.

Haniya, who resigned late
Thursday only Lo be re-
comimissioned by his long-term rival
president Mahmud Abbas with form-
ingaunity administration, has said he
hopes to form a new broad-based
governmentwithin three weeks.

The incoming Palestinian gov-
ernment and its stance on key
conditions are likely 1o top
Monday's three-way talks between
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert, Abbas and US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice.

Keen 1o allay concerns in the
West, which boycotts Haniya's
Hamas movement as a terrorist
group, the moderate Abbas has
stressed that the question of nego-
tiations with Israel will remain his
exclusive domain.

Israel, meanwhile, continued to
express scepticism about Abbas'
power-sharing agreement with
Hamas, ahead of the first meeting
between Abbas and Olmert since
December.

"gMonday's meeting will allow
us to hear from Abbas the precise
details of the policy of the new
Palestinian government and decide
if it will meet the conditions of the
quartet,” Isracli government
spokesman Avi Pazner told AFR
The quartet of main players in the
Middle East peace process -- the
European Union, Russia, the United

Nations and the United States -- has
called for any new administration to
renounce violence and recognize
Istacland past peacedeals.

"That way we can know if we
have a partner for the continuation
of dialogue... or if, in fact, Fatah has
sided with Hamas," headded.

Rice has vowed to adopt a wait-
and-see attitude and has post-
poned any decision about resum-
ing aid to the beleaguered
Palestinian Authority until after
Haniya forms his power-sharing
cabinet with Abbas' Fatah faction.

As Israel and Palestinian offi-
cials readied for Rice's arrival,
Haniya began to lay out the com-
position and governing
programmec of aunity cabinet.

"The official talks will begin
today,” said Hamas spokesman
FawziBarhoum.

ing accusations from some | [

Democratic lawmakers that the
Republican administration is
seeking anewwar in the region.

Kimmitt said Washinglon was
concermned about the regional amibi-
tions of Iran's hardline President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad andhisefforts
to take advantage of the turmoil in Irag
sincetheUS-ledinvasionof 2003,

"We have concerns about the
hegemonic aspirations of Iran,” he
said.
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Hunger kills
18,000 kids
each day: UN

AP, United Nations

Some 18,000 children die every day
because of hunger and malnutri-
tion and 850 million people go to
bed every night with empty stom-
achs, a "terrible indiciment of the
world in 2007," the head of the UN
foud agencysaid.

James Morris called for students

b,

PHOTO: AFP

Iragis rush to the site where two car bombs exploded in quick succession at a garage in the oil rich city of Kirkuk,
north of Baghdad yesterday. Ten people were killed and 48 others were wounded in the blast according to police

sources.

and young people, faith-based
groups, the business community
and governments (o join forcesin a
global movement to alleviate and
eliminate hunger especially
among children.

"The little girl in Malawi who's
fed, and goes to school: 50 percent
less likely to be HIV-positive, 50
percent less likely to give birth to a
low birth weight baby,” he said in
an interview Friday. "Everything
about herlife changes for the better
andit's the mostimportant, signifi-
cant, humanitarian, political, or
economic investment the world
canmakeinits future.”

'‘Bionic eye'
offers hope
to blind

AFP, San Franciseo

People who have gone blind are a
step closer to one day regaining
some of their sight, courtesy of a
groundbreaking "bionic eye” being
developed by US scientists.
Researchers at the University of
Southern California's Doheny Eye
Institute have unveiled technology
they hope will help patients with
retinitis pigmentosa regain vision by
usinganimplanted artificial retina.
Mark Humayun, professor of
ophthalmology at USC's Keck
School of Medicine, said the Food
and Drug Administration had
recently approved clinical studies
of the new device, dubbed the
Argus I Retinal Prosthesis System.
The device aims to take the
place of damaged photoreceptor
cells in the retina, which capture
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Hugh Grant,
Jemima part

their ways
AFP, London

One of Britain's most glamorous
couples, actor Hugh Grant and
socialite Jemima Khan, have
decided 10 go their separate
ways, the US website
People.comreported Friday.

“Hugh and Jemima have
decided 1o split amicably,”
Grant's publicist Robert Garlock
said on the website.

The news came the same day
that Grant's ex-girlfriend,
British model and actress
Elizabeth Hurley, and Indian
businessman Arun Nayar told
officials of their plan to wed.

Grant's long relationship
with Hurley ended in 2000.

For the last three years Grant,
46, has been dating the 33-year-
old Khan, the ex-wife of crick-
eter Imran Khanand daughter ol
the late Euroskeptic tycoon Sir
James Goldsmith.

Prince Harry
set for Iraq
deployment

REUTERS, London

Britain's Prince Harry, an army
officer and third in line to the
throne, could be deployed to
Iraq by the end of February, a
newspaper reported yesterday.

The 22-year-old will be sent
to Basra, southern Iraqg, where
Britain has more than 7,000
troops, the Daily Mimror said,
citing an unnamed senior mili-
lary source.

A rtoyal family spokesman
declined o comment on the
report; while' the Ministry of
Defence said it was' "entirely
speculative.”

"No final decisions have been
mate on which units are even
taking over,” a spokeswoman said.
"When it is made, then parliament
willbe told firstin the normal way."

Warmest
January ever
recorded

in 2007

AFP, New York

World temperatures in January
were the highest ever recorded
for that month of the year, US
government scientists said
Friday.

"The combined global land
and ocean surface temperature
was the highest for anyJanuaryon
record,” according to scientists

from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration's
National Climate Data Centre in
Asheville, North Carolina.
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