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Farmers demand fair
distribution of urea

Protest in Gaibandha as dealers allegedly sell
fertiliser to 'unknown' people

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Farmers at" Dhapehat under
Sadullapur -Upazila continued
demonstration here demanding
fair distribution of fertiliser as
genuine farmers are still being
deprived of it despite long wait in
the queue atdealers’ shops.

The farmers yesterday alleged
that the dealers were selling
fertiliser to middlemen of hoard-
ers.

Dhaperhat Police in a drive

seized 15 bags of urea fertiliser at
the local bus stoppage Friday while
being taken to Mithapukur of
Rangpur district. An acute crisis of
fertiliser is prevailing in
Mithapukur for the last two weeks.
The incident incited the local
farmers who raised protest against
selling of fertiliser to people from
other places and demanded fair
distribution of fertiliser. At one
stage police charged baton to bring
the situation under control, in
which two farmers received inju-

ries.

There are four fertiliser dealers
at Dhaperhat market under
Sadullapur Upazila. Each of them
distributes 140 bags of fertiliser
everyday, but the dealers cannot
cope with the increasing rush of
buyers, local farmers said.

Deprived farmers alleged that
'unknown persons’ crowd the
dealers' shops from early morning
everyday. These people collect
fertiliser to sell them at higher

pricesincrisis-hitareas.

Train derails at
Purbadhala rly
station

BSS, Netrakona

Train movement on the
Mymensingh-Jaria railway route
via Purbadhala was disrupted since
Friday afternoon following derail-
ment of a few compartments of a
passenger train near Purbadhala
Railway Station.

Local people and railway offi-
cials said the mishap occurred at
about 4 pm when three bogies of a
Jaria bound train coming from
Mymensingh derailed.

However, none was hurt in the
mishap as the train was running
slowly to make a stopover at the
station.

Meanwhile, a team of railway
engineers rushed to the spot from
Mymensingh to clear the railway
line.

Rajshahi observes Zoha Day today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Zoha Day will be observed here
today.

Prof Dr Shamsuzzoha was the
first martyred intellectual in
Bangladesh who was shot dead by
Pakistani military junta in front of
the main gate of Rajshahi University
(RU) on February 18, 1969.

DrZoha rushed to the university
main gate to protect the students
who marched towards the town by
breakingSection 144,

His martyrdom accelerated the
angoing mass movementagainst the
Fakistan army demanding with-
drawalofAgartala Conspiracy Case.

The agitation started in
Rajshahi and elsewhere in the
countryon February L5, 1969 when
Sergeant Zahurul Haque, an
accused in the case was killed by
Pakistan army personnel after his
arrest.

Former vice chancellor and a

Dr Zoha

witness to the incident, Prof Abdul
Khaleque told this correspondent
that Zoha had been talking with
two Pakistani army officers,
Captain Hadi and Lt Khadem Shah
not to go into action against the
students.

At one stage, Lt Khadem
ordered Bengaliarmy to shoot him,
but they refused to comply with his
order. An agitated Shah then

grounded Zoha using his own
revolver.

A popular teacher, Dr Zoha was
the then proctor of the university
and a reader at Chemistry
Department. His death sparked
violent protests across the then
East Pakistan leading to the fall of
the Ayub regime,

Since then, the day is being
observed as Zoha Day. Rajshahi
University authorities have
chalked out an elaborate
programme to mark the day. The
programmes include hoisting of
black flags at the administrative
building and in all departments,
placing wreaths at the grave and
monumentofZoha,

Different socio-cultural organi-
sations will hold discussions, milad
mahfils and will offer prayers for
the martyr.

RU Martyrs' Memorial Archive
will remain open to public from
7am to5pm thesame day.

100 illegal
structures
demolished
from rly land

BSS, Gaibandha

Members of the joint forces in an
eviction drive on Thursday demaol-
ishedmorethan 100 illegal structures
from the railwayland stretching from
Marcas Mosque to Hawkers' market
areainthe town.

Railway sources sald the illegal
structures included saw mills, politi-
cal party office, different types of
business establishments and ware-
houses.

The joint forces, led by first class
magistrate Kiran Chandra Roy, also
arrested a local Jobo Dal leader, M
Mahmudunnabi Ritu, from the spot
ashe tried to resist the drive.

Illegal occupation along the
railway tracks was disrupting
smaoth and safe movement of trains
ontherouteforalongtime,
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Fake

policeman
arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pamakhali

A fake sub-inspector (SI) of police
was arrested from Talikhai area on
the Patuakhali-Barisal Road here
Saturday, police said.

~  Kawsar Baki, 50, of Bhanga
Upazila in Faridpur district was
arrested with police uniform,

Police said, Baki was a motor
cycle smuggler. Earlier, villagers
caught him with a smuggled motor
bike when he was going to Faridpur
from Kalapararecently.

On interrogation, he confessed
to his involvement in smuggling at
least 20 motor cycles from
Patuakhaliinlast two months.

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

It was a different day for the stu-
F\"d'ﬂbﬁ of Palashpole High School in

thé fown as teachers, students and
other professionals joined hands at
a discussion yesterday to protect
the youths from the curse of AIDS/
HIV, adeadlydisease.

A discussion on the role of ado-
lescents in preventing AIDS/ HIV,
organised by local NGO Manab
Kalyan Sangstha, was held on
Palashpole High School premises
with Prof. Ashraful Alam of Kushtia
[slamic University in the chair.

Speakers at the discussion said
thata large number of adolescents

of the country have no idea about
how HIV/AIDS is transmitted or
how to protect themselves from the
fatal disease. " 4 =5 !

They said, the adolescentsneeds”
to learn these things right from this
age to remain safe by avoiding its
contact.

There is no reason to feel shy in
discussing these issues with the
youths, they said.

They also urged the government
to include HIV/AIDS in SSC and
HSCsyllabuses to create awareness
among the young generation.

The participants said, the ado-
lescents are at centre of HIV/AIDS
epidemic,
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Have a Home... Away from Home

RESIDE, RELAX, RETIRE or DO BUSINESS IN MALAYSIA .% 3
;

Under MALAYSIA MY SECOND HOME Program ’
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CORPORATIOM

House # 477, Road # 32, Néw 0.O.H.S., Mohakhali, Dhaka-1206, Bangladesh
Tel: (880 2) 8815701, 8815702,
e-mail: purview@agni.com, \Web: www.purview-genesisgroup.com

8815357, Fax: (880 2) 9889717
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They are hardest hit by the dis-
easeand also the key to overcoming
it. Yet the strategies for responding
‘totheépldémle generally disregard
the ¥ " people; the speakers
observed.

‘Over 50 percent of young peo-
ple, aged between 14 to 20, have
serious misconceptions about
HIV/AIDS,’ theysaid.

Although there are a few HIV
positive cases in the country, the
number of such cases in neigh-
bouring India, Thailand, Myanmar
and Nepal arealarming, they said.

They called for mising aware-
ness about the disease at family,
social and national level. They said
imams of mosque and teachers of
educational institutions also can
play an important role in prevent-
ing HIV/AIDS.

Young Welfare Officer Abdull Al
Mamun said, the government has
taken various measures at different
levels to create awareness among

Obituary

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Rahima Khatun, retired headmis-
tress of Matlab Pilot Girls' High
School, died of heart failure at
around 11 pm on Thursday in
Dhaka, said a delayed report
reached here yesterday.

Shewas 66, amily source said.

She left behind her husband,
two sons and a lot of admirers to
mourn hersudden demise.

Wife of Prof Mollah Riasot Ullah,
an Awami League (AL) leaderand a
central leader of Bangladesh
College Teachers' Association,
Rahima served the school in the
capacity of assistant teacher and
headmistress for over three
decades, school sourcessaid.

She was laid down to rest at her
family graveyard in Matlab town.
AL district president and secretary
Dr Shamsul Hoque Bhuiyan and

A different lesson for young people

Satkhira NGO makes them aware about HIV/AIDS

people and check spread of the
disease.

But the ‘prime concern of the
government is the neighbouring
countries where the disease is
spreading fast, he said adding the
porus border is a big threat for
Bangladesh.

He said, besides sexual relations
there are some other factors like
unscreened blood transfusion and
use of conventional needle syringe
for pushing drug or taking blood
are also responsible for HIV infec-
tion.

He said, the prevalence rate of
HIV among the intravenous drug
users (IDUs) is 4.9 which is almost
near the epidemic rate of 5.

Other speakers emphasised on
the role of print and electronic
media in creating awareness
amongcommon people.

Poetry session
at Tangail
TANGAIL: The Tangail Sahitya

Sangsacd organised its 58th poetry |
session here on Thursday, says a |

pressrelease.
Twenty-five poets recited self-

composed poems at the session |

held at the auditorium of the local
publiclibrary.

The poets included Jugalpada
Saha, Tania Baksh, Dipak Pal,
Shamsul Hoque Talukdar, Sadhan
Chakravarty, Ahmed Kingshuk,
EmranHasan, and Parvin Khanam,

Principal Abul Hossain presided
over the session while Arunabh
Sarkar and Abu Masum attended it
as the chief guest and the special
guest respectively.

The 59th poetry session will be
held on March 1. Prof Mahmud

Janata Bank
Sitlai Branch, Rajshahi.

For providing better customer service Janata
Bank, Sitlai Branch under Rajshahi region
has been shifted on 18-01-2007 from the Old
address to the New address and has started all

banking transaggions tl:}erg EWame_d_ayf :

Holding No.- 1083

JL No=36

Khatian Now- [9

Dag No.- 632

U.P- Damkura / *-ﬁ“_
Post office-
Upaz}hi oba
_Bjsi'rict- Rajshahi.
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Janata Bank
Sitlai Branch, Rajshahi.
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Holding No.- 1398

JL No.- 39

Khatian CS- 284, SA- 388, D- 940
Dag No.- CS- 36, SA- 36, RA-44
U.P- Damkura

Post office- Damkura Hut
Upazila- Poba

District- Rajshahi.

All the Valued clients, Patrons and well wishers are requested
to carryout their banking transactions at the New address.

J.B PRD No.- B.S- 04/07

Janata Bank

JANATA BANK YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER IN PROGRESS

www.janatabank-bd.com
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