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could bring about a revolutionary 
change in the country's economy, 
he said.

The future of the whole country is 
depending on Chittagong Port, 
which can hardly cope with the 
increasing pressure, when there is a 
huge prospect for setting up a mega 
seaport, he added.

He observed that when he talks 
about such a port many might think 
he is talking about Chittagong 
Port."But the mega port I am talking 
about is anything but Chittagong 
Port," Dr Yunus made it clear.

With facilities for docking larger 
vessels the mega port could turn 
this region into a commercial hub of 
international standard benefiting all 
users, said the Nobel laureate.

Through opening the mega port 
for China, north-eastern states of 
neighbouring India and for land-
locked countries like Nepal and 
Bhutan the wheel of the country's 
economy can be moved faster, he 
said.

The mega port could be run as a 
social business where the poor and 
underprivileged women could also 
be among the stakeholders like 
those in Grameen Bank, he added.

A highway linking the neighbour-
ing landlocked countries will also be 
required to facilitate transport of 
goods from the mega seaport, Dr 
Yunus said.

He strongly suggested that 
setting up a mega airport with all 
sorts of facilities close to the mega 
seaport will also be required to 
benefit the businessmen travelling 
frequently to and from Chittagong.

Such an airport will also be of 
greater use to different airlines 
operating flights on different interna-
tional routes like Beijing and Tokyo, 
he observed.

Dr Yunus said Bangladesh was 
much ahead among the Saarc 
(South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation) countries in 
many respects. 

"We could go further ahead. But, 
we are getting stuck somewhere in 
our onward march," he said.

"We have to overcome the situa-
tion to keep up with the developed 
countries and to materialise our 
dream," he said.

S a n g b a r d h a n a  P a r i s h a d  
Convener Professor Muhammad 
Sikander Khan, who is also the 
president of the Chittagong chapter 
o f  B a n g l a d e s h  E c o n o m i c  
Association, presided over the 
ceremony where the parishad's 
Member Secretary Shamsul 
Hossain presented the welcome 
address.

Poet-journalist Abul Momen, 
who is also the resident editor of the 
daily Prothom Alo in Chittagong, 
read out the address of honour.

Dr Yunus' teacher Chitta 
Prashad Talukder, internationally 
reputed eye specialist Dr Robiul 
Hossain, renowned scientist 
Professor Emeritus Jamal Nazrul 
Islam, Chittagong Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry President 
Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, former 
chief engineer of Chittagong Port 
Authority Engineer Sultan Mahmud, 
and cultural activist Joushen Ara 
Rahman also spoke.

The Nobel laureate passed a 
busy day in his home town attending 
different programmes till late night 
since his arrival here at 7:00am.

He took the salute and inspected 
a parade of the members of 
Bangladesh National Cadet Core 
(BNCC), Girls Guide and Rover 

Scouts at Sebabroti Samabesh, a 
rally of different volunteer organisa-
tions, in the stadium at 9:00am.

While addressing the gathering 
Dr Yunus said despite having a 
huge prospect the country could not 
go forward due to widespread 
corruption.

To continue the onward march of 
the nation and to ensure advance-
ment of the country corruption has 
to be completely uprooted, he said.

Dr Yunus underlined the need for 
increasing economic activities for 
poverty alleviation.

"Our identity and dignity before 
the whole world reached a new 
height by now," he said. 

"Our forward march should aim 
at getting ahead of the nations that 
had gotten ahead of us," he said 
adding, "We should restore the 
speed that we have lost."

The Nobel laureate went round a 
painting exhibition on the stadium 
premises, a good number of which 
depicted the rural life in Zobra vil-
lage.

Artist Sabih Ul Alam inaugurated 
the exhibition.

Dr Yunus also visited a health 
camp organised by Bangladesh 
Private Medical Practitioners' 
Association of Chittagong at the 
same venue before attending the 
reception.

Later in the evening the Nobel 
laureate attended a campfire of 
BNCC, Girls Guide and Scouts and 
a cultural show organised by Radio 
Television Artistes' Association in 
the stadium.
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International price of rice is rather 
high this year, said rice importers in 
Noapara and Chittagong.

The current rice price is US$307 
per tonne in the Bangkok market 
while the price is US$270 to $280 
per tonne in Myanmar and $250 to 
$260 per tonne in India while the 
price was $225 to $235 per tonne in 
Bangkok and $200 to $210 per 
tonne in India during the same 
period in last FY, importers said.

"We hardly get any profit by 
importing rice at higher prices. We 
need government support or import 
subsidy if the same level of price 
continues," Fashiul Alam, a 
Chittagong-based importer, told 
The Daily Star yesterday.

Annual consumption of rice in the 
country is 28 million tonne of which 
10 per cent is imported from abroad.

In 2005-06 FY, 26.53 million 
tonne rice was produced while 
experts forecast 5 per cent produc-
tion fall this FY. 

Vis i t ing Babu Bazar and 
Badamtoli areas in the capital 
yesterday, this correspondent found 
10 to 15 per cent increase in rice 
price at wholesale markets and 15 
to 20 per cent increase at retail level.

The coarse variety of rice was 
sold at Tk 18 to Tk 22 per kg and fine 
variety at Tk 24 to Tk 26 per kg at 
Babu Bazar wholesale markets.

Prices of essential products 
especially pepper, egg, vegetables 
and powder milk have also risen 
significantly.

Pepper price has risen by Tk 10 
to Tk 12 a kg while price of eggs by 
Tk 4 for each four eggs in a week. 

Powder milk price has also risen 
by Tk 10 per kg compared with the 
last week.
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Kartripakkha (Rajuk) has plans to 
protect Hatirjheel. Instead of closing 
it down, they would widen it, he said. 

When asked about the already 
dying condition of the water body 
due to earth filling and encroach-
ment on either side, the DCC official 
said the Rajuk could not start the 
protection work as the Executive 
Commit tee o f  the Nat iona l  
Economic Council (Ecnec) has yet 
to approve the project.        

He said the proposal might be 
raised at the next meeting of Ecnec, 
the highest government body that 
appraises and approves all devel-
opment projects and programmes.

The elevated roadway too waits 
to get the go-ahead from the Ecnec. 
According to sources, Japan has 
already pledged to commit Tk 300 
crore to it. In a number of letters, 
they have urged the Bangladesh 
government to get down to con-
struction, the sources added.  

According to town planners, the 
elevated roadway would be of little 
use if it does not let the water 
beneath flow unhindered. 

The project plan should have the 
actual breadth of the wetlands 
estimated and measures to reno-
vate and protect those from earth 
filling and encroachment, they 
observed.  

The architects and city planners 
describe the project, which is not 
designed to be linked up with other 
elevated roadways, as a piecemeal 
solution.

"We have no objection if the 
roadway is built without affecting 
Hatirjheel and other canals in the 
area," observed Prof Nazrul Islam of 
Dhaka University, a noted urban 
expert. 

He said the strategic transport 
plan (STP) recommends a flyover to 
reduce traffic congestion at 
Sonargaon point. It suggests that 
the structure should be built in such 
a way that composition of the exist-
ing waterbodies is not harmed.

Filling of wetlands would leave a 

negative impact on the city's overall 

environment and lead to persistent 

waterlogging and floods, Islam 

added. 

Referring to the recent floods in 

Jakarta and Mumbai, he said those 

cities have been experiencing 

floods and waterlogging due to 

filling of the city canals and 

waterbodies.      

The Dhaka city will suffer similar 

fate if the canals and waterbodies 

are not preserved properly, he 

observed.

Earlier, the government had 

plans to keep the Hatirjheel canal 

intact but different quarters have 

encroached a large portion of the 

wetland and built heavy infrastruc-

ture.    

"Hatirjheel must be there for 

absorbing the rainwater and keep-

ing the ecological balance," said 

Mubasshar Hussain, president of 

Institute of Architects Bangladesh 

(IAB). 

"There should not be any piece-

meal solution to the transport prob-

lems in the capital and elsewhere in 

the country," he noted.

Hussain who was a member of 

strategic transport plan for greater 

Dhaka said an elevated roadway or 

flyover should come under a cohe-

sive city plan taking account of the 

entire communication network. 

Such a mammoth construction 

should be linked up with other roads 

and flyovers, he pointed out. 

Otherwise, it would only add to the 

abysmal traffic situation, thereby 

serving no purpose, he added. 

According to the IAB president, 

Mohakhali flyover causes traffic jam 

in front of the Prime Minister's Office 

because it stands isolated from the 

other major roadways.      

All parties 
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"We have excellent laws… But there 
is no effective monitoring system… 
Our main problem is that there is no 
implementation of the laws," the 
former law secretary, who was 
appointed as an election commis-
sioner last Sunday, told reporters on 
Tuesday while talking about reform-
ing electoral laws and policies. 

According to the law, each politi-
cal party must furnish to the EC a 
separate statement, certified as 
correct and complete by the party 
secretary, showing the balance of its 
funds on the date of declaring an 
election schedule, the closing 
balance on the date of completion of 
the election in all constituencies, 
and the total amount received by the 
party, as donations or otherwise, 
during the period. 

Violation of the law is punishable 
with fines up to Tk10 lakh. 

According to the electoral laws, 
no political party is allowed to spend 
more than the stipulated amount of 
money during an election period for 
election purposes, including the 
election expenses of its candidates. 

If any political party nominates 
more than 200 candidates, it may 
spend up to Tk 1.5 crore. If the 
number of candidates is between 
100 and 200, the expenditure limit is 
up to Tk 1 crore, and if the number is 
not more than 100, the limit is Tk 75 
lakh, the law says. 

By showing such indifference to 
the electoral laws, major political 
parties have virtually proved their 
unwillingness to be transparent 
regarding their election expendi-
tures, election observers said. 

Experts said major political 
parties collect funds and spend 
crores of taka for winning an elec-
tion. They take donations from 
businessmen and nomination-
seekers, but there is no transpar-
ency in the process, as nobody 
except the party high command and 
donors know about the amount of 
money. Black money is used in 
elections encouraging corruption in 
the government.

In the run up to the suspended 
January 22 parliamentary election, 
a number of allegations were raised 
against the two major political 
parties, AL and BNP, of selling 
nominations in exchange for large 
sums of money.

Mega seaport in Ctg 

Traffic congestion 

6 JMB men
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know at what stage those are now," 

said Zakir. They are now waiting for 

the president's decision.

He also said there is no time limit 

for the presidential decision. 

According to jail code, if the 

president rejects clemency prayers 

by the condemned,  the jail authori-

ties re-fix the date of execution 

within 21-28 days from the date of 

receipt of the copy of his decision, 

he mentioned.

The seven JMB militants were 

convicted and sentenced to death 

for killing two judges in Jhalakathi in 

a suicide bomb attack in November 

2005. One of them, Asadul Islam 

alias Arif, is absconding.

Besides Abdur Rahman and 

Bangla Bhai, the condemned mili-

tants are JMB Majlish-e-Shura 

members Ataur Rahman Sunny, 

Abdul Awal, Khaled Saifullah and 

suicide bomber Iftekhar al Mamun. 

S e n i o r  a s s i s t a n t  j u d g e s  

Jagannath Pandey and Sohel 

Ahmed were killed in the suicide 

bomb attack at Purba Chadkati in 

Jhalakathi town in the wake of a 

series of bombings carried out by 

Islamist militants across the country. 

The High Court (HC) on August 

31 last year upheld the trial court 

verdict handing down death penalty 

to the seven convicts on May 29.

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o n  

November  28 last year rejected the 

six convicts' petitions seeking 

permission to appeal against the HC 

judgement. 

More arms
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personnel. Security sources said 
the den belongs to the United 
People's Democratic Front (UPDF), 
an organisation of anti-peace cam-
paigners in the CHT.

When contacted, UPDF central 
commi t tee  member  Samar i  
Chakma said UPDF men don't 
possess arms and ammunition. 
They have been campaigning only 
to protect the rights of indigenous 
people, she added.

Meanwhi le ,  Rapid Act ion 
Battalion (Rab) seized one AK81 
rifle, the latest version of AK47, 
during a drive at Dighinala of the 
district on Wednesday.

Poetry festival
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Naser Hossain, Arne Johnson, 
Niklas Soderberg, Henrick C 
Enboham, Clara Diesen and Liakat 
Hossain.

The National Poetry Council 
President poet Rabiul Hossain, 
General Secretary Samudra Gupta, 
convener of the festival's organising 
committee Habibullah Siraji, and 
Muhammad Samad, Aslam Sani 
and others were present at the 
press conference.

Indian FM
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Mukherjee has already visited other 
Saarc countries to invite the heads 
of government or state to the sum-
mit.

Sources said Mukherjee may 
take the opportunity to meet 
Bangladesh leadership to review 
bilateral, regional and international 
situation.

The pol i t ical  s i tuat ion in 
Bangladesh and the caretaker 
government's efforts to conduct 
parliamentary elections are also 
likely to figure in Mukherjee's talks in 
Dhaka.

A lowdown on the situation in 
Bangladesh was already given to 
Mukherjee by Nobel laureate Prof 
Muhammad Yunus during their 
meeting here earlier this month. 
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In moving forward with the new 
partnership, Abbas will likely 
deepen the Palestinians' isolation.

On Wednesday evening, 
Abbas received a phone call from 
Assistant Secretary of State David 
Welch, who said the new govern-
ment's platform was not satisfac-
tory, said Abbas aides, speaking 
on condit ion of anonymity 
because they were not authorized 
to discuss the issue. Welch said 
the US would not deal with any 
members of the new government, 
including those from Fatah and 
independents, the aides said.

Jacob Walles, the US consul 
general in Jerusalem, then deliv-
ered the same message to Abbas 
in person in a meeting at his head-
quarters in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah on Thursday, they said. 
The mood was tense, and Abbas' 
advisers said they were worried 
about the future.

Stacy Barrios, a spokeswoman 
for the consulate, confirmed that 
the meeting took place but would 
not disclose details of the talks.

Fatah spokesman Abdel Hakim 
Awad said Saudi Arabia would be 
the guarantor of the agreement 
"because of the influence it has in 
the international, Arab and Islamic 
arenas."

Abbas will meet on Saturday 
with Welch and on Sunday with 
Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, in part to try to persuade 
them to change their position, the 
Abbas aides said.

The meetings will also help 
prepare for a three-way summit  
Rice-Abbas-Olmert  in Jerusalem 
on Monday. The summit was 
initially billed as a step toward 
resuming peace talks, frozen for 
more than six years, but will now 
likely be overshadowed by the 
d i s a g r e e m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  
Palestinian government.
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Iran, 10 were frozen and 12 others 
restricted to comply with the sanc-
tions.

"We are pleased that the IAEA 
has decided to cut technical assis-
tance to 22 projects," Gregory 
Schulte, US ambassador to the 
Vienna-based UN nuclear watch-
dog, said after the briefing.

"We are still studying the report. 
But our preliminary analysis is that 
the IAEA approach meets the 
requirements of UN Security 
Council resolution," he said in a 
statement.

Before the IAEA Secretariat 
issued its review on February 9, 
diplomats said the United States 
and allies like France and Australia 
favoured more sweeping cuts of aid 
for Iran.

NAM board members argued for 
smaller cuts. They noted there is no 
hard evidence Iran is diverting IAEA 
resources to military ends and fear a 
precedent jeopardising aid for 
nuclear energy.

"The general feeling was we 
should trust the Secretariat's judg-
ment and not micro-manage," said 
ambassador Ernest Petric of 
Slovenia, chairman of the IAEA's 
policymaking board.

Iranian ambassador Aliasghar 
Soltanieh criticized the aid decision 
as unjust, diplomats said.

IAEA projects in Iran had fos-
tered development of radio-
pharmaceuticals and isotopes for 
medical care and agriculture, radio-
active waste management, nuclear 
power planning and safety regula-
tions, and training courses.

Projects stopped under the IAEA 
review related mainly to strategic 
nuclear power planning and genera-
tion of nuclear fuel.

The March IAEA board meeting 
will also consider two reports by 
agency chief Mohamed ElBaradei -- 

one on Iran likely to find it has defied 
a February 21 Security Council 
deadline for suspending enrich-
ment, which could provoke broader 
sanctions, the other on prospects 
for returning IAEA inspectors to 
North Korea after a six-power pact 
this week to halt its nuclear bomb 
programme. 

Meanwhile, the United States is 
not looking for an excuse to go to 
war with Iran, US Defence 
Secretary Robert Gates said 
Thursday, seeking to dispel suspi-
cions aroused by US charges of 
Iranian meddling in Iraq. 

Gates said US assertions that 
the Qods Force, an elite branch of 
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, is 
training Iraqi extremists and supply-
ing them with armour piercing 
bombs and other weapons are 
based on "hard fact." 

But he said, "For the umpteenth 
time, we are not looking for an 
excuse to go to war with Iran. We 
are not planning a war with Iran." 

"What we are trying to do is 
inside Iraq disrupt the networks that 
put these weapons in the hands of 
those who kill our troops. That's it," 
he said. 

Questions about the US evi-
dence arose after a US military 
briefing in Baghdad in which an 
anonymous official said that support 
for attacks on US forces had been 
sanctioned at the "highest levels" of 
the Iranian regime. 

Since then senior administration 
officials, from President George W 
Bush on down, have backed away 
from the claim while trying to allay 
suspicions that it was using unveri-
fied intelligence to prepare the 
ground for a strike on Iran. 

"We're sensitive to that scepti-
cism," said Gates. 

Hamas Cabinet 

Iran aid cut plan
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the chairman of Rangpur municipal-
ity.

In 1996 general elections, he was 
elected an MP with JP ticket from 
Rangpur-3. In 2001, he joined the AL 
as JP dismissed his membership.

Sharfuddin's brother Azgar is the 
district Zaker Party president and joint 
secretary of the central committee of 
the party.

Our correspondent in Barisal 
reports: Abdul Latif Khan, assistant 
commissioner (land) of Bakerganj, 
said the joint forces searched the 
home of Abul Hossain Khan, former 
BNP lawmaker of Barisal-6, but did 
not find any illegal item.

The forces searched Asmat Ali 
Khan Institute--named after Abul 
Hossain's father--and Abul Hossain 
Khan College at Krishnakati village 
and seized 275 CI sheets of govern-
ment relief fund.

Later, 96 more pieces of relief CI 
sheets were recovered from the 
Darial union BNP office of the same 
upazila.

Abul Hossain claimed over tele-
phone that the ministry concerned 
allotted the CI sheets for the two 
institutions. He said other sheets 
were purchased from the open 
market and have valid documents.

He, however, refused to make any 
comment on the recovered sheets 
used in the BNP office.

Our Faridpur correspondent adds: 
The police filed a case against former 
BNP lawmaker Shah Mohammad 
Abu Zafar yesterday in connection 
with the recovery of 21 pieces of 
government relief CI sheets from his 
house on Thursday.

Two other cases were filed 
against BNP leaders Khandaker 
Rafiqul Islam Kamal and Ataur 
Rahman yesterday as the joint 
forces seized CI sheets of govern-
ment relief fund from their business 
establishments.

Claiming innocence, however, 
Abu Zafar said he will surrender to the 
court. "I came to know the matter from 
newspapers. I will take decision after 
consulting with my lawyer," he told 
The Daily Star over mobile phone 
yesterday.

Our correspondent in Rajshahi 
reports: The police yesterday 
arrested Bazlul Haque Mantu, presi-
dent of ward-23 unit of Jatiyatabadi 
Jubo Dal and an alleged godfather of 

local drug-peddlers, when he went to 
the Boalia Police Station for lobbying 
in favour of three arrested phensidyl 
traders.

The police said Mantu went to the 
Boalia PS and offered bribe to the 
police for the release of drug-peddlers 
Selim of Bulanpur, Abu Sadat of 
Keshabpur and Selim Reza of 
Sagarpara--arrested with 21 bottles 
of phensidyl.

Mantu has been recently identified 
in police book as a godfather of drug-
peddlers and a broker of policemen in 
dealing bribes, said police sources.

Our Moulvibazar correspondent 
reports: The joint forces arrested 
three youths, including a Jubo 
League and a Chhatra Union leaders, 
in Lalbagh area of Srimangal upazila 
on Thursday.

The arrestees are Jasim Uddin, 
vice-president of Srimangal upazila 
Jubo League, Abdul Jabbar, general 
secretary of Srimangal upazila unit of 
Bangladesh Chhatra Union, and one 
Samar Miah.

Sources said the three are also 
brothers of three pirates.

BSS adds: The joint forces in 
separate drives on Thursday arrested 
two persons, including Borobita UP 
Cha i rman Morshed Ahmed 
Chowdhury Lipon, in different parts of 
Nilphamari district.

Morshed, who is allegedly 
involved with crimes and accused in a 
number of cases, was later sent to jail.

The joint forces also arrested 
Ashraf Ali from Mirzaganj Bazar of 
Domar upazila for allegedly cheating 
people.

BSS from Panchagarh adds: The 
forces held Boda upazila Jubo 
League Vice-President Stalin 
Chowdhury for his alleged involve-
ment in criminal activities and extor-
tion from his residence at Guagram 
Panchpir village on Thursday.

Stalin was handed over to police 
and a case was filed against him. The 
police produced him before a 
Panchagarh court, which sent him to 
jail.

The joint forces in Noakhali 
arrested former Kaladrap UP chair-
man and local BNP leader Anar Ullah 
on Thursday for allegedly misappro-
priating CI sheets from the govern-
ment relief fund.

AL leader Jhontu
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“We are working to identify those who 
are imprisoned on charges of petty 
crimes in different jails,” Inspector 
General (Prison) Brig Gen Zakir Hasan 
told The Daily Star yesterday evening. 

Responding to a question, he said 
the 'detainees on charges of petty 
crimes' refer to the people arrested on 
suspicion or allegations of crimes like 
theft and carrying bottles of phensidyl.

Of the 66 jails in the country, 11 are 
central jails in different districts, while 
others are district jails.

The country's jails with accommoda-
tion for only 27,000 in total are too 
inadequate for nearly 80,000 prisoners, 
said Deputy Inspector General (Prison) 
Major Shamsul Haider Siddiqui.

Dhaka Central Jail with the capacity 
for 2,682 prisoners is now facing serious 
troubles to accommodate around 9,000 
prisoners, he noted.

He said officials are preparing the list 
of the detainees who are in prison on 
suspicion under Section 54 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

Discouraging the arrests under 
Section 54 of the CrPC, the advisory 
committee meeting on Wednesday 
said explanation has to be given for 
such arrests.

The move to release the detainees 
on petty charges has been initiated 
against the backdrop of the govern-
ment's special drives to arrest the big 
guns in the career of crime and corrup-

tion.
On an average, around 72,000 

prisoners stay in all the jails, but now the 
number has increased to around 
80,000 following the recent move to 
arrest the criminals.

In the recent drive against the 
criminals, the government so far 
arrested 20 big fish.

More than 40,000 'petty criminals' 
have been detained across the country 
since the declaration of the state of 
emergency on January 11.

Only a small portion of the said 
detainees were sent to prisons, while 
the others were freed from the police 
custody after a short time of detention, 
prison sources said.

As mismanagement prevails in jails 
where the prisoners live in abject misery 
in crowded rooms, jail reforms and 
modernisation have been widely 
discussed issues for long but no effec-
tive move has so far been taken to 
address the problems.

4,000 likely to be freed

BDR, BSF
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fired several rounds of bullet 
towards BDR men at around 
5:30am. BDR returned fire.

No one was, however, injured 
during the gunfight, but the encoun-
ter has created panic among the 
villagers in the frontier area.

Immediately after the border 
skirmish, BSF deployed additional 
troops at all border outposts. BDR 
personnel have also been put on 
alert.

Anwarul Iqbal 
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Bagerhat Press Club.
The adviser said both electronic 

and print media should extend 
active cooperation with the present 
non-party caretaker government in 
holding a free and fair election in the 
country.

"We cannot say right now how 
long it will require to hold the 
national elections," the adviser said.

Anwarul Iqbal said the govern-
ment has waged a crusade against 
unbridled corruption and all sorts of 
crimes. He urged the people to help 
the joint forces with their ongoing 
operations to stop corruption and 
crime.

He said a list of absconding ward 
commissioners of all city corpora-
tions are being prepared. The 
caretaker government has decided 
to expel those local-body represen-
tatives who are depriving the people 
of their services and those who 
failed to attend three consecutive 
meetings of their respective local 
bodies, he added.

Earlier, a delegation of Greater 
Khulna Development Act ion 
C o o r d i n a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
(GKDACC) submitted a memoran-
dum to the adviser demanding 
implementation of different develop-
ment projects to ensure economic 
development of the region. 

Presided over by President of 
Bagerhat Press Club Shah Alam 
Tuku, the meeting was also 
addressed by President of Khulna 
Divisional Press Club Federation 
and Editor of Dainik Purbanchal 
Alhaj Liaquat Ali and former director 
general of Press Institute of 
Bangladesh Abdus Salam.

Sohel Taj
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minister of Bangladesh Tajuddin 

Ahmed, pleaded that there were no 

allegations of corruption or terror-

ism against him and nor were all 

the people in the country corrupt. 

"I am neither a loan defaulter nor 

a terrorist nor a criminal. As a citi-

zen, I have the right to travel to any 

country," he said.

Sohel Taj also wanted to know 

why he, as a representative of 

Awami League, had been barred 

from attending the centenary cele-

bration of Mahatma Gandhi's "Sat-

yagraha Andolan" organised by the 

ruling Indian National Congress in 

New Delhi on January 28.

"I fail to understand why the 

authorities concerned are up with 

such behaviour with me," the young 

Awami League leader told UNB.

In his letter, Taj urged the chief 

adviser to avoid a repeat of the 

unpleasant incident of sending him 

back home from the airport.

Demand to rid
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outside the party. 
Like him, Shamsul Islam has a 

positive image among the leaders 
and workers. He had played an 
important role in the movement 
against the Awami League govern-
ment between 1996 and 2001.

According to the BNP constitu-
tion, the standing committee can 
have at the maximum 15 members 
including the party chairperson. 
However, it has not had as many 
members since 1996. The party 
chairperson is expected to choose 
two more persons to fill the remain-
ing slots.

Immediately after the general 
election of 1996, Majid Ul Haque 
resigned while barrister Rafiqul 
Islam Miah was relieved of his post. 
Besides, Mustafizur Rahman, 
another member of the committee, 
died. These posts have long 
remained vacant.

On October 27 last year, Col 
(retired) Oli Ahmed, now executive 
president of Liberal Democratic 
Party, left the BNP. 
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some companies although they  
violated Rjuk rules by filling up 
wetlands and flood flow zones, 
sources said. 

The law enforcers are also 
looking into how some business 
entities got Rajuk land at very 
cheap rate in 2004 allegedly due 
to interference by the former 
minister, sources said.   

Many of the plots at Rajuk's 
Gulshan-Banani  project were 
allocated to influential ministers, 
high officials, lawmakers and BNP 
leaders during the four years 
since 2003. Some of the allottees 
already owned landed property in 
the capital.

The authorities sold out appli-
cation forms for plots to general 
public and as many as 3,000 
aspirants applied for those. But 
only a few of them got plot during 
that time,  Rajuk sources said. 

The Daily Star ran a report in 
this regard during that period and 
the then Rajuk chairman  said, “ 
Applying for allotment of the 
Gulshan-Banani land is open to 
all. But it is natural that we have to 
give priority to ministers, lawmak-
ers and judges. And the number of 
plots is very limited." 

Besides, the Rajuk authorities 
allocated hundreds of plots at 
Uttara third phase project without 
developing the lands. Most of the 
lands remain under water for most 
of the year. 

“Only a few of the allottees 
have so far got formal letters from 
Rajuk about plot allocation and 
the others are yet to get those,” 
said a top official requesting not to 
be named. 

 All past governments made 
plot allocations based on political 
considerations disregarding the 
principle of fairness, he noted. 
Besides the immediate past gov-
ernment, the Awami League 

Newborn babies
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killed through suffocation. 
Informed by the locals, Gulshan 

police on Thursday afternoon recov-
ered the body of a newborn boy from 
under a manhole at Kalachanpur in 
the city. 

The three bodies were sent to 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital for 
autopsy.  

Tiger kills
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the forest department. 

While they were collecting wood 

in Baikari forest area, the tiger 

swooped on Dhali and dragged him 

into the deep forest.  Locals recov-

ered the body from the deep forest 

at about 2:30pm. 

Fake engine 
oil
factory raided
in Gazipur
A CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur 

Joint forces, led by a magistrate, 
yesterday raided and sealed a 
factory off at Bhimbazar of Gazipur 
which used to produce counterfeit 
engine oil. 

The law enforces, however, failed 
to arrest anyone in this connection.

The law enforcers found hun-
dreds of drums of used and counter-
feit engine oil inside the factory, 
police sources said. 

Sources said the owner of Sithi 
International Abul Kashem used to 
mix colour and chemicals with used 
lubricants to make it look like fresh 
engine oil. 

Kashem, manager of the factory 
Mukhlesur Rahman, and other 
workers had fled the area before the 
law enforcers reached the factory. 

A security guard of the factory 
said the factory used to produce 
around 2,000 litres of counterfeit 
engine oil every day for distribution 
throughout the country during the 
night. 

Locals claimed they had com-
plained about the factory several 
times to the police but no action was 
taken. 

However, Rafiqul Islam, office-in-
charge of Devpur Police Station, 
said he had been transferred to the 
police station recently and he was 
unaware of such complaints against 
the factory.  

Cleanup goes
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Sean Brown said he could not 
say when the roads would 
reopen.

The sprawling storm system 
hit Wednesday and blew out to 
sea Thursday, leaving huge 
snow piles, frigid temperatures 
and tens of thousands without 
power across the Midwest and 
Northeast.

In Maryland, BGE utility offi-
cials said it could be late Friday 
before power is restored to 
everyone. The worst outages 
were in Anne Arundel County, 
with 22,000 without power, and 
in Prince George County, where 
7,700 were without power.

More than 137,000 customers 
had lost power at the height of 
the storm.

Numerous areas saw more 
than a foot of snow, with 42 
inches falling in the southern 
Adirondacks in New York. Gusty 
wind had morning wind chills 
below zero, and in some areas, 
the snow was followed by sev-
eral inches of ice.

A few flights were cancelled 
Thursday after numerous can-
cellations Wednesday, and many 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  h a d  
cancelled classes Wednesday 
extended the unplanned vaca-
tion by an extra day.

"This storm was rare because 
of the unusual amount of snow 
a n d  i c e , "  P e n n s y l v a n i a  
Transportation Secretary Allen D 
Biehler said. "This series of 
accidents that blocked our way 
made it really, really difficult."

Eugene Coleman, who is 
hyperglycemic, was trapped for 
20 hours while on his way home 
to Hartford, Conn., from visiting 
his terminally i l l  mother in 
Georgia, along with his girlfriend 
and pregnant daughter.

"How could you operate a 
state like this? It's totally dis-
gusting," Coleman said.

WHO
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South Asia, home to more than one-
sixth of humanity, is considered 
particularly vulnerable to climate 
change with low-lying countries 
such as Bangladesh, Himalayan 
glaciers, desert areas and huge 
populations in coastal cities.

Hildebrand said the predicted 
increase in temperature will lead to 
areas such as the Kathmandu 
Valley in Nepal and Timpu, Bhutan's 
capital, and parts of India becoming 
more susceptible to mosquito-borne 
diseases.

" D i s e a s e s  l i k e  m a l a r i a ,  
Japanese encephalitis, tick-borne 
diseases and dengue fever will 
definitely thrive in warmer climates," 
he said.

South Asia gets around 20 
million cases of malaria every year.

Greater frequency of droughts 
and heatwaves will not only 
adversely affect crops but will also 
punish those who live with a scarcity 
of water and push up rates of respi-
ratory illness.

At the same time, increased 
rainfall will trigger damaging floods 
along rivers.

"F loods  w i l l  b r i ng  more  
drownings as well as water-borne 
diseases like cholera and diarrhoea 
to  many more  p laces  l i ke  
Bangladesh and cities like Mumbai 
and Chennai," he said.

Diarrhoea already kills about 
600,000 people every year in South 
Asia, he added, and governments 
will struggle to cope with the extra 
health burden. 

Rajuk corruption
government had also allocated 16 
plots at Gulshan-Banani under 
'special rules' in 1999-2000, he 
mentioned.
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