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Aktel's head of marketing Asif Iqbal (C) poses with the winners of a cricket quiz contest and other officials during a prize giving ceremony yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP

British Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of the McLaren Mercedes team 
signs an autograph during a test session at the Catalonia racetrack in 
Montmelo near Barcelona on Tuesday. Hamilton is going to be the first black 
driver in the history of the sport.
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Arsenal travelled north without 
captain Thierry Henry and goal-
keeper Jens Lehmann, both of 
whom were rested, while Alexander 
Hleb and Freddie Ljungberg 
returned to the squad after spells in 
the treatment room.

Right-back Justin Hoyte mean-
while admitted there was more to 
Bolton's success than some of their 
critics are prepared to admit.

"Arsenal find it difficult to get a 
victory at the Reebok Stadium," he 
admitted. "People say how 'long 
ball' and physical they are -- but they 
play good football too."

Wenger rubbishes 

REUTERS/AFP, undated

Zimbabwe omitted experienced 
batsman Hamilton Masakadza from 
their World Cup squad on Wednesday.

Eighteen-year-old Friday Kasteni, 
who made his debut in the recent 
home series against Bangladesh after 
Masakadza was dropped for the last 
match, won a place instead.

Masakadza, who has 39 one-day 
caps, did his chances of selection little 
good by averaging just 14 against 
Bangladesh.

"The selectors felt he had not done 
enough to warrant selection," 
Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC) media man-
ager Lovemore Banda told Reuters.

The squad for the tournament 
starting in the West Indies next month 
did not include former captain Tatenda 
Taibu, who quit Zimbabwe cricket in 
November 2005 after a contractual 
dispute.

Banda denied reports that ZC had 
made recent attempts to lure Taibu, 
who now plays in Namibia, back to the 
fold.

"Our door is open to former players, 
but the board is not doing that (luring 
Taibu)," Banda said.

Fast bowler Tawanda Mupariwa 
made the squad despite missing the 
Bangladesh series while he recuper-
ated from a lingering knee injury.

Canada announced their 15-man 
squad for the World Cup in the 
Caribbean on Wednesday calling up 

13 of the players who played in the 
recent World Cricket League series in 
Kenya.

In what will be the Canadians' third 
appearance in the World Cup, they 
have chosen John Davison as captain 
with Ashish Bagai as his assistant.

Two New Zealand-based batsmen 
-- Ian Billcliff and Geoff Barnett -- made 
the squad.

"We will have to work hard in the 
field in order not to give up twenty to 
thirty runs," coach Andy Pick said

M e a n w h i l e ,  u n d e r d o g s  
Netherlands have gone for a tried and 
trusted line-up in announcing their 15-
man squad for the World Cup.

The side will leave for the 
Caribbean on March 2 and will play 
two warm-up matches in Jamaica 
before heading on to St. Kitts where 
they will open their campaign against 
South Africa on March 16.

Besides, Ireland on Tuesday have 
confirmed their 15-man squad for the 
World Cup.

The 15 who played in the recent 
World League in Kenya have all been 
retained.

Ireland will be led by Australian-
born Trent Johnston and also include 
Middlesex batsman Eoin Morgan and 
Northamptonshire wicketkeeper Niall 
O'Brien.

Ireland will be in Group D at the 
World Cup, which starts on March 11, 
with West Indies, Pakistan and 
Zimbabwe.

ZIMBABWEAN SQUAD
Prosper Utseya (captain), Gary Brent, 
Chamu Chibhabha, Elton Chigumbura, 

Keith Dabengwa, Terry Duffin, Anthony 
Ireland, Friday Kasteni, Stuart 
Matsikenyeri, Christopher Mpofu, 
Tawanda Mupariwa, Edward 
Rainsford, Vusumuzi Sibanda, 
Brendan Taylor, Sean Williams.

CANADIAN SQUAD
John Davison (captain), Qaiser Ali, 
Ashish Bagai, Geoff Barnett, Umar 
Bhatti, Ian Billcliff, Desmond 
Chumney, George Codrington, Austin 
Codrington, Anderson Cummins, 
Sunil Dhaniram, Ashif Mulla, Henry 
Osinde, Abdool Samad, Kevin 
Sandher.

DUTCH SQUAD
Luuk van Troost (captain), Peter 
Borren, Daan van Bunge, Ryan ten 
Doeschate,  Mark Jonkman,  
Muhammad Kashif, Alexei Kervezee, 
Tim de Leede, Adeel Raja, Darron 
Reekers, Edgar Schiferli, Jeroen 
S m i t s ,  B i l l y  S t e l l i n g ,  E r i c  
Szwarczynski, Bas Zuiderent.

IRISH SQUAD
Trent Johnston (captain), Kyle 
McCallan, Andre Botha, Jeremy Bray, 
Kenneth Carroll, Peter Gillespie, Dave 
Langford-Smith, John Mooney, Paul 
Mooney, Eoin Morgan, Kevin O'Brien, 
Niall O'Brien, William Porterfield, Boyd 
Rankin, Andrew White.

Zim, minnows give squads

AFP, New Delhi

West Indian cricketer Marlon 
Samuels will be allowed to play in 
next month's World Cup despite an 
ongoing probe of his links with an 
alleged bookmaker, the sport's 
g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  s a i d  o n  
Wednesday.

"If he is selected by the West 
Indies, Samuels is free to play in the 
World Cup," International Cricket 
Council (ICC) spokesman Brian 
Murgatroyd told reporters in the 
central city of Nagpur.

"The ICC's Anti-Corruption Unit 
is investigating the case. No time 
frame has been set for the probe to 
end."

The 15-man squads for the 

World Cup, which opens in the 
Caribbean on March 13, have to be 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  I C C  b y  
Wednesday.

Nagpur police said last week 
they had taped conversations in 
which Samuels had passed on team 
information to a man suspected of 
being a bookie during last month's 
one-day series in India.

According to the police, Samuels 
had five conversations with the 
suspected bookmaker, identified in 
the calls as Mukesh Kochar, from his 
hotel room in Nagpur ahead of the 
January 21 match.

The police added there was no 
evidence money had changed 
hands and it had only brought it to 
the notice of cricket authorities 
because it was a violation of the 
ICC's code of conduct, which bars 
players from dealing with bookmak-

ers.
Samuels has admitted he has 

known Kochar for the past six years 
but did not believe he was a book-
maker. The Dubai-based Kochar 
told the Indian media he was not a 
bookie and that Samuels was like "a 
son" to him.

An ICC team spent four days in 
Nagpur this month to obtain details 
from the police and cricket officials.

Cricket was embroiled in a 
match-fixing scandal in 2000 when 
New Delhi police tapped conversa-
tions between former South African 
captain Hansie Cronje and an 
Indian bookmaker during a Test and 
one-day series in India.

Cronje and two other former 
captains, Mohammad Azharuddin 
of India and Salim Malik of Pakistan, 
were banned for life.

Samuels can still play

AFP, Melbourne

Stung by losing their home tri-
series final to England, the 
Australian cricketers flew into 
New Zealand Wednesday look-
ing for a whipping boy.

"I think we're going to be 
pret ty dangerous,"  stand- in 
captain Mike Hussey warned 
ahead  o f  t he  th ree -ma tch  
Chappell-Hadlee series which 
starts on Friday.

With Australia on a rare two-
game losing streak "the guys are 
very motivated to do well."

" O b v i o u s l y  w e ' r e  d i s a p-
pointed and hurting a bit from the 
Commonwealth Bank series loss 
to England, so we're pretty moti-
vated to change the momentum 
and try and get some confidence 
up heading into the World Cup."

Hussey said the Chappell-
Hadlee series was an important 
contest in itself and not just 
preparation for the World Cup, 
which begins in the West Indies 
next month.

"This is the series I want to 
focus on and this is the series I 
want to win," he said.

Hussey has stepped into the 
leadership role with Australia 
resting regular captain Ricky 
Ponting and vice-captain Adam 
Gilchrist ahead of the World Cup.

In his only previous outing as 
Australia captain, Hussey suf-
fered a three-wicket defeat to the 
West Indies last September, 
giving him further motivation to 
do well against New Zealand.

"It's a great honour to captain 
Australia. I have done it once 
before, for one loss, so I'm look-
ing forward to trying to have a 
couple of wins and get ahead of 
the ledger," he said.

With Ponting and Gilchrist 
absent and Michael Clarke nurs-
ing a hip injury, only opener 
Matthew Hayden is a certainty 
out of Australia's first-choice top-
four batsmen, but high-scoring 
Hussey is renowned for his ver-
satility.

He played at No.6 throughout 
the recent tri-series, but said 
team balance would dictate 
where he slotted into the order.

"As captain you've got the 
luxury of getting to choose where 
you would like to bat," he said.

"I'll sit down with (coach John 
Buchanan) and we'll try to work 
out what the best balance for the 
team is and then I'll fit in there.

"If my role is best for the team 
coming in and playing that finish-
ing role then that's what I'll do.

"If the team thinks I need to go 
up the order and try and bolster 
the middle-order in that way, or 
the team thinks I need to open 
the batting, then I'll do whatever 
is best for the team."

But he added he wouldn't be 
targeting any particular New 
Zealand players.

"I just want to focus on our 
team ... setting our benchmarks 
and our standards and making 
sure we play to those."

New Zealand have made 
Peter Fulton the scapegoat after 
he made just 12 runs from 30 
balls when New Zealand lost by 
14-runs to England in a match 

that decided who would play 
Australia in the tri-series finals.

The promising Ross Taylor 
moves up one place in the bat-
ting order to replace Fulton at 
number three in the batting order 
after making a good first impres-
sion on the Australians when 
scoring 84 in his maiden innings 
in Hobart.

It is a prospect that doesn't 
phase the 22-year-old.

"I enjoyed batting at four, 
though at three you can get in 
early and you've got more time to 
get yourself in," he said.

"You have more of a licence to 
play a few more shots, you're one 
down rather than two."

Taylor is averaging 36.23 after 
14 one-day internationals, scor-
ing at a brisk 84 runs per 100 
balls faced.

"I think I naturally score quite 
quickly and even if I take up a few 
balls to get in hopefully I can 
catch up with them later on."

T h e  t h r e e - m a t c h  s e r i e s  
begins in Wellington on Friday. 
The other games are in Auckland 
on Sunday and Hamilton on 
Tuesday.

Aussies target Kiwis

AFP, London

Chairman of selectors David 
Graveney said it was "my wish" that 
Michael Vaughan captained 
England after the injury-prone 
Yorkshire batsman was named 
Wednesday to lead his country in a 
15-man squad for next month's 
World Cup in the West Indies.

Vaughan, who has never scored 
a one-day international hundred, 
was restricted to only three of the 
10 matches during England's 
recent victorious limited-overs 
series in Australia after suffering 
hamstring trouble on his comeback 
from a year out with knee problems.

But Graveney told a press 
conference at The Oval: "Let's be 
honest -- we lost 5-0 in the Test 
series and five of our first six one-
day internationals.

"Andrew Flintoff deputised for 
Michael Vaughan (as captain) in 
that period of time. It's only right 
and appropriate that he has time 
with his family then I'll talk to him 
about his views.

"My personal wish is that 
Michael gets off the plane at St 
Vincent  to  lead England,"  
Graveney said. "It is dangerous for 
the layman to quantify an injury. We 
have a staff who will keep us 
informed and we will give any 
player as much time as we can."

England bounced back from a 
wretched start in the triangular 
series, which also featured New 
Zealand, to win four matches in a 
row, including three over world 
champions Australia.

"The selectors were delighted 
with the team's outstanding perfor-

m a n c e  i n  w i n n i n g  t h e  
Commonwealth Bank (Triangular) 
Series and we have retained the 
bulk of the squad who were in 
Australia for the World Cup," 
Graveney explained.

Along with Vaughan, star bats-
man Kevin Pietersen also missed 
the finals with a rib injury.

Graveney said Pietersen was fit 
but concerns remained over pace 
bowlers in James Anderson (back) 
and Jon Lewis (ankle).

He added that the quicks, as 
well as Vaughan, would have their 
fitness assessed before the squad 
left for the Caribbean.

England, and several other 
nations, are taking advantage of a 
more relaxed approach from the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
who, unlike previous World Cups, 
have told teams that injured players 
can be replaced providing the 
technical committee approve the 
request.

Wicketkeeper Paul Nixon, the 
lone specialist gloveman, and 
Essex all-rounder Ravi Bopara, 
both of whom made their one-day 
debuts in Australia, were included 
in the squad.

Graveney said Bopara -- who he 
labelled a "big-match" player even 
though he has appeared in just one 
limited-overs international -- got the 
nod ahead o f  hard-h i t t ing  
Lancashire opening batsman Mal 
Loye, a replacement for Vaughan in 
Australia, because he brought a 
"better balance" to the squad.

There was no place for 20-year-
old Leicestershire quick Stuart 
Broad, the son of former England 
opener Chris, who impressed when 
making his debut against Pakistan 
last year.

"He hasn't disappeared off the 

radar," said Graveney. "It was a 
hard call."

Pressed on the question of 
cover for Nixon, he added: "The 
likes of Ed Joyce and Andrew 
Strauss would be having to dig out 
a spare pair of wicketkeeping 
gloves."

England have never won a 
World Cup although they were 
losing finalists in 1979, 1987 and 
1992.

But they have made little 
impression on recent editions and 
Graveney said: "We have under-
performed in World Cups. We are a 
young side and we have got to 
make sure we are on the money 
right away."

England are in Group C along 
with New Zealand as well as min-
nows Kenya and Canada. Points 
from group victories against oppo-
nents who also qualify for the 
second-phase 'Super Eight' stage 
are carried over.

"New Zealand is a very big 
game, because when you get to the 
later stages the first game counts," 
Graveney stressed.

England are scheduled to leave 
for the Caribbean on March 2 and 
play their first warm-up match 
against Bermuda in St Vincent on 
March 5. Their first match in the 
tournament proper is against New 
Zealand in St Lucia on March 16.

SQUAD
Michael Vaughan (captain), James 
Anderson, Ian Bell, Ravi Bopara, 
P a u l  C o l l i n g w o o d ,  J a m e s  
Dalrymple, Andrew Flintoff, Ed 
Joyce, Jon Lewis, Sajid Mahmood, 
Paul Nixon, Monty Panesar, Kevin 
Pietersen, Liam Plunkett, Andrew 
Strauss.

England name WC squad
Vaughan made captain at Graveney's wish
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Manchester City; a club that reach 
the top of the table. I know that I 
can play one, two, or three good 
seasons and bounce back with 
another club. I can also stay at 
Bolton for the rest of my career and 
still play well.

"Today, I can see myself finish-
ing my career with Bolton. Why 
not? I have experienced a lot of 
things with clubs in different coun-
tries. I could settle here. But I know 
that I have the qualities to play for a 
bigger club."

"In life, you don't always do what 
you want to."

Anelka also feels that his leg-
endary attitude as a young player 
has affected his reputation to this 
day -- he insisted on leaving 
Arsenal for Real Madrid where, 
after failing to settle, he followed 
with an ill-fated move to PSG, a 
brief loan spell at Liverpool and two 
seasons at Manchester City, from 
where he became frustrated with 
the lack of European football and 
was sold to Fenerbahce.

"The big clubs avoid me 
because of my reputation," he said. 
"This has nothing to do with what I 
do on the pitch. But I have never 
had problems with my coaches or 
teammates in England.

"If Liverpool had decided to 
keep me after my loan, I would still 
be there today."
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a favourable position to net the 
attacker as his agent is Gilmar 
Veloz, who is also the representa-
tive of former Juve ace Emerson.

Pato won the Copa Libertadores 
last year and 2006 FIFA World Club 
Championship by defeat ing 
Barcelona in the Final.

He also impressed in the recent 
U - 2 0  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  
Championship in Paraguay, which 
was won by the Selecao.
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Juniors supporters club known as 
"La Doce" (The 12th man).

He stayed in a top five-star hotel 
and continued the exchange via e-
mail after returning to Mexico, the 
report added.

Rafael Di Zeo, leader of La Doce, 
was quoted as saying: "As far as the 
world's hooligans are concerned, La 
Doce is Harvard. They come here to 
learn."

Argentina has a chronic hooli-
ganism problem which played 
havoc with the Apertura champion-
ship in the second half of last year.

Anelka keeping 

Italian trio 

Argentina 
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with the non-striker out of his crease.
Dravid jo ined teammates 

Tendulkar and Ganguly, Inzamam-ul-
Haq of Pakistan, Sanath Jayasuriya of 
Sri Lanka and Brian Lara of the West 
Indies in the exclusive 10,000-run club 
when he reached 22.

The Indian captain, a veteran of 
309 one-dayers, now has 10,044 runs 
with 12 hundreds and 77 half-
centuries.

Earlier, Zaheer grabbed the first 
three wickets in eight balls as he 
surpassed his previous best of 4-19 
against Bangladesh in Dhaka in 2003.

Ganguly led India's inspired display 
in the field with a brilliant catch to 
dismiss veteran Jayasuriya.

Ganguly, 34, ran swiftly from mid-
wicket to square leg and then dived full 
length to hold a skier one-handed after 
Jayasuriya fended at a rising ball from 
Zaheer.

Zaheer trapped Upul Tharanga 
leg-before three balls later and clean-
bowled Kumar Sangakkara, a cen-
tury-maker in the previous game, for 
no score in his next over.

Skipper Mahela Jayawardene and 
his predecessor Marvan Atapattu put 
on 76 for the fourth wicket before both 
fell in successive overs to make Sri 

Lanka 91-5.
Atapattu was held low at square-

leg by Tendulkar after making 42 and 
Jayawardene fell leg-before to 
Harbhajan Singh for 30.

Dilshan and Arnold rebuilt again in 
the middle overs before Harbhajan 
had Dilshan caught at the wicket in the 
42nd over to take his second wicket.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the third one-day 
international between India and Sri 
Lanka at the Nehru Stadium in Goa on 
Wednesday:
SRI LANKA
Tharanga lbw b Zaheer 1
Jayasuriya c Ganguly b Zaheer 2
Jayawardene lbw b Harbhajan 30
Sangakkara b Zaheer 0
Atapattu c Tendulkar b Patel 42
Dilshan c Dhoni b Harbhajan 42
Arnold not out 66
Maharoof c Agarkar b Zaheer 14
Bandara lbw b Zaheer 2
Kulasekara not out 9
Extras: (b-4, lb-3, nb-4, w-11) 22
Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs) 230
Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-5, 3-6, 4-82, 5-
91, 6-180, 7-196, 8-204
Did not bat: Zoysa
Bowler O M R W
Zaheer 10 0 42 5
Agarkar 10 2 40 0

Patel 10 2 41 1
Harbhajan 10 0 37 2
Tendulkar 4 0 33 0
Sehwag 6 0 30 0
INDIA
Ganguly lbw b Bandara 48
Sehwag c Dilshan b Fernando 12
Tendulkar b Kulasekara 1
Yuvraj c Kulasekara b Fernando2 1
Dravid run out 66
Dhoni not out 67
Karthik not out 4
Extras: (lb-1, nb-3, w-10) 14
Total: (For 5 wkts in 46.3 overs)2 33
Fall of wickets: 1-20, 2-35, 3-83, 4-94, 
5-227
Did not bat: Harbhajan, Agarkar, Patel, 
Zaheer
Bowler O M R W
Maharoof 8 0 47 0
Fernando 10 1 43 2
Kulasekara8 .3 0 46 1
Bandara 10 0 46 1
Jayasuriya 7 0 34 0
Dilshan 3 0 16 0
Result: India won by five wickets 
and level 4-ODI series 1-1.
Man-of-the-match: Zaheer Khan.
Toss: Sri Lanka.

10K-up Rahul drives India

Kenyans to
receive cash
AFP, Nairobi

Kenya's cricketers will each receive 
a cash payment of 5,000 dollars for 
their efforts in winning the World 
Cricket League title here this month, 
officials said on Tuesday.

The payment is the highest since 
the players, who have been going 
without salaries for months, will earn 
since their participation in the last 
World Cup in South Africa.

The money is part of the 250,000 
dollars (17.5 million shillings) granted 
to the winner and runner-up of the 
World Cricket League Division one 
tournament as their participation fee 
for the inaugural ICC Twenty20 
World Championships in South Africa 
in September.

Pak equipment
yet to arrive!
REUTERS, Johannesburg

Pakistan's preparations for the last 
one-day game against South Africa 
on Wednesday have been upset by 
the loss of equipment en route from 
Cape Town.

Medical and video analysis 
material went missing after the 
fourth match at Newlands, which the 
tourists lost by 10 wickets to trail 2-1 
in the series.

"Two cricket 'coffins' with com-
puters, a TV monitor, DVD player 
and various other pieces of equip-
ment have disappeared," coach 
Bob Woolmer told Reuters on 
Tuesday.

"The physiotherapist's ultra-
sound equipment, along with other 
medical supplies has also failed to 
arrive," Woolmer said.

" I  ha te  to  th ink  ' t yp ica l  
Johannesburg airport' but unfortu-
nately there is a bit of history. We're 
still hopeful that it will turn up some-
where but time is running out and we 
really do need the equipment to 
have any hope of being prepared," 
Woolmer said.

"We all saw the bags being 
checked in so they must have 
disappeared somewhere during the 
journey, or on arrival. It's close to 
$10,000 worth of equipment."
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members and a simple majority 
overall.

Pawar and Morgan will be look-
ing to replace Percy Sonn, the 
current ICC president, after the 
voting in June. But Sonn could carry 
on longer if the board decides to 
extend his tenure to three years. 
Pawar has the backing of five 
boards -- India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe.

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
Nominations Committee include AC 
Muthiah, the chairman, (India and 
Sri Lanka) Bob Merriman (Australia 
and New Zealand), Mueen Afzal 
(Bangladesh and Pakistan),  
Stephen Camacho (West Indies 
and England), John Blair (South 
Africa and Zimbabwe) and Imran 
Khwaja (Associates and Affiliates).

ICC president

Flintoff not
certain to
be captain
AFP, London

Andrew Flintoff is not guaranteed to 
be England's captain at the World 
Cup in the event Michael Vaughan is 
injured.

Flintoff led England during their 
5-0 Ashes thrashing in Australia.

The all-rounder was also in 
charge most of their ultimately 
successful subsequent triangular 
one-day series 'down under' where 
the team overcame a wretched start to 
win four straight matches, including a 
2-0 victory in the best of three final 
against world champions Australia.

Vaughan, who missed the Ashes 
while recovering from a knee problem, 
only played in three of England's 10 
one-dayers in Australia because of a 
hamstring injury. Nevertheless, the 
Yorkshire batsman was named 
Wednesday as captain of England's 
15-man squad for next month's World 
Cup in the West Indies.

England chairman of selectors 
David Graveney said no decision had 
yet been taken on who would replace 
Vaughan if he dropped out.

"Let's be honest - we lost 5-0 in the 
Test series and five of our first six one-
day internationals," Graveney told 
reporters at The Oval on Wednesday.         
"Andrew Flintoff deputised for Michael 
Vaughan in that period of time. It's only 
right and appropriate that he has time 
with his family then I'll talk to him about 
his views.

"I need to sit down and listen to him 
and have an honest chat about how it 
went in the (northern) winter.

"Andrew deputised in the winter 
and there is a process we go through. I 
am respecting Andrew's privacy and 
will have good conversation about the 
whole winter after that.

"My personal wish is that Michael 
gets off the plane at St Vincent to lead 
England," Graveney added.

Opening batsman Andrew 
Strauss, who led the team in England 
last year, would be a contender to 
captain England in the event Vaughan 
was injured and the selectors didn't 
want to give Flintoff fresh responsibil-
ity.

England are scheduled to leave for 
the Caribbean on March 2 and play 
their first warm-up match against 
Bermuda in St Vincent on March 5. 
Their first match in the tournament 
proper is a Group C fixture against 
New Zealand in St Lucia on March 
16.
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overs before restricting their oppo-
nents to 88-9. BRAC's Mahbub was 
adjudged the man-of-the-match 
after grabbing 5-11.

BUET SPORTS
The annual sports of Bangladesh 
University of Engineering and 
Technology (BUET) will be held 
today at the BUET ground.

Vice -chance l lo r  Dr  AMM 
Shafiullah will declare the meet 
open in the morning. All the eight 
BUET halls will compete in 22 
events of the daylong meet.

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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World Cup squad but I am a bit 
shocked that I did not even get a 
phone call from my long-time 
teammate and captain Habib 
(Bashar),” said Mashud.

So now we have to see the 'best 
wicketkeeper in the country' sitting 
it out but Mashud denies to stay 
quiet.

"I am a cricket player and all my 
life I have been involved in cricket -
- matches, practices, etc. So I 
cannot just sit and not play. I will be 
playing for Rajshahi in the national 
league, hopefully from this round 
(against Chittagong)," said a man 
regarded as one of the best 
wicketkeepers in the world.

"(Sourav) Ganguly can be a 
great example for my situation. He 
has showed how to get back 
against all adversities." 

Back in April, Australian super-
star Michael Hussey asked Khaled 
Mashud when will they meet again, 
just as he was checking out of his 
team hotel in Dhaka. He quickly 
answered his own question: 'See 
you at the World Cup'. The irony is 
that Hussey will definitely miss him.

It is true that Mashud's batting 
has been on the wane for the last 
year or so but it was never even 
expected that he would not go to 
the World Cup to fight one last 
battle.

Mashud not 
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