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Ekushey Book Fair

Organiser: BanglaAcademy
Venue: BanglaAcademy premises
Date: February 1-28

Month-long book fair

Ekushey Cultural

Programme

Organiser: Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote

Venue: Central Shaheed Minar
Premises

Date: February 9-19

Time: 4:.00pm

Organisers: Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote

Venue: Rabindra Sarobar
Amphitheatre (Dhanmondi)

Date: February 15-21

Time: 4:00pm

Documentary Festival
Venue: Shawkat Osman Smriti
Auditorium, Central Public Library,
Shahbag

Date: February 15-18

Time: daily at 11am, 3pm, 5pm and
7pm

Children's Painting
Exhibition

By Russian and Bangladeshi school
children-winners and participants of
the 4" International Children Art
Biennale Bangladesh-2006

Venue: Exhibition Hall, Russian
Centre of Science & Culture

Date: February 15-20

Time: 10am-7pm

Solo Painting
Exhibition

Title: Alluvial Dream & Reality
Artist: Kalidas Karmakar

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, House no-275/F,
Road no-27 (Old), Dhanmondi
Date: February 16-March 2

Time: 12:00pm-8:00pm

Bangla Calligraphy
Exhibition

Artiste: Arham-ul-Hug Choudhury
Venue: British Council, 5 Fuller
Road, Dhaka

Date: February 17-28

Time: 10:00am-8:00pm
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Celebrity couples share their
interests, pet peeves and more in
exclusive interviews with The
Daily Star. This time the spotlight

is on Tania and Tutul.

Feedback : Bringing fusion
into the mainstream

In conversation with Fuad Naser Babu

ERSHAD KAMOL

UAD Naser Babu is a familiar name in the

band music arena of Bangladesh. Music

composer and keyboardist of the popular
band Feedback, Babu is a pioneer in the
organised band music movement. Of the seven
albums released by the band, Ullash, Mela,
Choddosho Bangabdo and Bauliana enjoyed
huge popularity. Moreover Feedback has
released two albums from Kolkata, one of which
is produced by the prestigious recording
company HMV.

"l remember the days when we used to per-
form at Hotel Sheraton, as there were no produc-
tion companies to release albums by bands, nor
many live concerts. We used to do covers of
English numbers," says Babu giving a glimpse of
the band music scenario of the late '70s and
early '80s in Dhaka.

In 1982, Feedback for the first time performed
a Bangla number titled Ei din chiro din robe,
composed by Fuad Naser Babu, in a TV show.
From then onwards the band began to perform
Bangla songs. In 1985, the group released their
first album titled Feedback, produced by
Sargam," said Babu.

"Production company Sargam was the only
platform for rock n' roll bands and solo artistes till
the late 1990s," he added.

Feedback attained popularity with the release
of the album Ullash in 1987. However, Mela
released in 1990, is their most popular album. In
Babu's words, "Since the release of Ullash, we
have gained mass popularity. Moreover, after the
release of our all time hit album Mela, Feedback
became the leading band in the golden era of our
band music (1985-2000)."

Going over that era, Babu, who is also the vice
president of Bangladesh Members of Band
Association (BAMBA), said, "In those days band
music was such a rage in the country thatin each
locality enthusiastic youths formed a band. We
used to perform live concerts regularly. In fact,
band music and youth became synonymous in
the urban areas. BAMBA was also very active.
But the scene began to change from 2000.
Nowadays, the appreciation of band music is
limited to the educated urban youth who have a

Fuad Naser Babu

taste for metals and alternative genres."

Why is band music in Bangladesh losing
popularity among the masses? Babu's
response: "It's partly because production com-
panies are not shouldering their responsibilities.
Bands are not consistent with quality produc-
tions. Besides, the star vocalists are busy with
solos rather than group efforts or live concerts."

Babu is a proponent of the view that an insti-
tute ought to be set up to promote band music.
He believes that without proper training many
talents may stagnate.

Feedback is perhaps the first band in the
country that introduced fusion in the main-
stream, though earlier a few bands such as
Souls used to present folk songs using guitars,
drums and keys. However, there was an
absence of an organised project to fuse music
genres. Feedback's fusion project was called
Bauliana. And the band released an album
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based on their experiment in 1996. On the
project Babu said, "Bauliana was a huge project.
We got the idea to fuse music when we released
an album Dehoghori with renowned baul Abdur
Rahman Bayati in 1994. In fact Dehoghoriis the
first album in Bangladesh, which features only
one song -- Mon amar dehoghori, earlier ren-
dered by Abdur Rahman Bayati.

"Later, including other seasoned bauls from
different corners of the country such as Hiru
Shah from Kushtia, we initiated the project and
subsequently released an album in 1996. It was
a success. But, we believe we could do better, if
we had technical support as in current times. We
had to quit the project when the lead singer
Maksud left the band."

Babu also composes background music for
TV plays as well as jingles for commercials.
Moreover, he is the music director of two Bangla
movies titled Chholona and Ghar Amar Ghar.

Sheikh Luthfur Rahman: An illustrious

composer

A man of indomitable spirit, Sheikh Luthfur Rahman
was an illustrious composer, teacher, socio-cultural
activist and eminent singer of our country. His
immense contribution in composing geet, ghazals and
much later timeless patriotic songs- the Gono
Sangeet, has been a source of great inspiration in the
culturalmovement of our country.

Born in1920, in Chhoto Bakal village of Sathkhira
district, Luthfur Rahman was the son of Sheikh Abdul
Huque, a schoolteacher who was proficient in music
aswell.

At the age of nine, Rahman developed a walking
disability, the result of acute typhoid. While studying at
a convent and later at a local madrassa, his enthusi-
asm for music led him to abandon studies. From then
on he trained under his father in Nazrul and Tagore
songs. Umapodo Bhattacharjyo, the principal of the
local high school, was his second tutor in pure classical
songs.

However, the turning pointin his life came, when the
zamindar of Tarani, Pashupati Chattyopadhyay, a
patron of music, expressed his appreciation of
Rahman's musical skills. Subsequently he received
his patronage in pure classical and semi-classical
songs such as fappa, Ramprasadi and Shyama
Sangeet thatcontinued forfive years.

His yeaming to learn more led him to venture into
newer grounds and soon he landed up in Kolkata in
1942.

Here he received training in pure classical songs
under Onathnath Basu and Biddyut Biswas. It was
around this time that he joined the Song Publicity

Departmentand was eventually enlisted at the Kolkata
Radio Station.

After Partition in 1947, he settled in the then East
Pakistan and joined the radio station as an enlisted
artiste.

From 1956 to 1964, he resided in erstwhile West
Pakistan where he became a teacher at the Nazrul
Academy in Karachi. During his stay, he also trained
under HabibAliKhan Binkaar.

After his return to Dhaka, he conducted a students'

programme in music from the radio station that soon
propelled himto prominence.

In his illustrious career, he served as the principal of
Nazrul Academy, professor of the Department of
Nazrul songs at the Music College and a regular
teacherat Chhayanaut Sangeet Biddyatan as well.

A meticulous teacher, his wholehearted appeal in
the rendering of classical-based Nazrul songs and
music compositions eamned him widespread renown
inthe vastfield of music.

By the mid-60s, Rahman shifted from semi-
classical to composing his timeless Gono Sangeet
pieces. Orey Bhai, Bangladesher Bangali ar nai,
Shunen Hujur bagher jaat eyi Bangalira, Manbona
bondhon manbona, Lanchhito nipirito jonotar joi,
Biplober o rokhtey ranga jhanda orey akashey,
Himaloy thekey Shundor bon hothath Bangladesh
(written by Shukanto Bhattacharjeo), Phul khelbaar
deen noi oddo (written by Shubas Mukhopadhyay),
Jonotar sangram cholbeiy (written by Sikendar Abu
Zafar), Orey bishom doirar dheu and several others
inculcated a spirit of confidence, vigour and inspiration
tothe freedom-loving Bengalis.

A recipient of the Ekushey Padak, Rahman wrote
his autobiography Jiboner Gaan Gai and is remem-
bered with reverence by his innumerable students and
admirers.

With Ekushey February on the horizon, it is time
once more to remember stalwarts like Rahman who
have contributed immensely to an enrichment of the
country's cultural heritage.

Source: BanglaAcademy Charitabhidhan.
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Homage to veteran singer
Nilufar Yasmeen

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Late singer Nilufar Yasmeen held many an audience
spellbound with her versatile voice. Focusing mainly on
Bangladeshi music, she was one of the country's fore-

most vocalists.

Even today, her memory lives on. On her birth anni-
versary on February 13, Impress Audio Vision Ltd
launched an album of her songs, titled Pother Sheshey.
The venue: Channel i auditorium. Iftekharul Islam,
managing director of Sanofi Aventis and sponsor of the
album; Faridur Reza Sagar, managing director of Chan-
nel-i and Impress Telefilm Ltd; noted composers
AlauddinAli, Alam Khan, Azad Rahman; popular singers
Samina Chowdhury, Ayub Bachchu and Agun, son of
Nilufar Yasmeen, formally unveiled the album and
spoke on the occasion. The speakers discussed the life

and times of the singer.

Meant to be a homage to legendary singer Nilufar, the
album is a collection of 13 songs. The songs included in
the album are Proti din shondhay, Mago amar je bhai,
Tokey pabar agey, Agun jolerey, Eto shukh shoibo,

Nilufar Yasmeen

Pother sheshey, Jibon sheto padmaboti and Diyona
doyona fele diyona, among other tracks.

'Rupantorer Gaan': Songs of
transformation

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

struggles for establishing rights was launched at the

An album of songs that inspired people, from the Lan-
guage Movement to the Liberation War, in protests and

Cover jacket of the album

National Museum recently. The album, titled Rupantorer
Gaan, features songs of transformation. Shaheen
Samad and Enamul Haque, two noted Gono Sangeet
singers and members of Mukti Sangrami Shilpi
Shonstha during the Liberation War, rendered songs for
the album. Deputy Commander of Bangladesh Libera-
tion Forces, Air Vice Marshal (Rtd) A K Khondokar
launched the album.

Eminent litterateur Syed Shamsul Haque, cultural
activist Kamal Lohani, former adviser to the Caretaker
Government Sultana Kamal, singers Shaheen Samad
and Enamul Haque and the chairman of Laser Vision
AKM Arifur Rahman spoke on the occasion. Sara Zaker
conducted the function. The speakers said that the
songs would continue to inspire people in struggles to
secure rights as they did in the past.

Fifteen songs, including Amar bhaier rokte rangano,
Nai nai bhoy hobe hobe joy, Karar oi louho kopat,
Bidhroho aj bidhroho charidike, Ore bishom doirar dheo,
Phool khelbar din noy adyo, Amar protibader bhasha,
Himaloy theke sundorbon and others, feature in the
album. Sujeo Shyam has directed the music and
Asaduzzaman Noor added the commentary while

Qayyum Chowdhury designed the cover of the album.

Cultural evening by Bangladesh
Lokosangeet Parishad

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Lokosangeet Parishad
(BLP), an organisation of folk sing-
ers, celebrated its 9th founding
anniversary recently. The
programme was held at the Bishwa
Shahitya Kendra auditorium. The
chief guest of the programme was
veteran poet and lyricist Sabir
Ahmed Chowdhury and special
guest was Hafizur Rahman.

The event comprised of three
sessions. The first segment fea-
tured the oath taking ceremony of
the newly founded committee of
BLP. A total of 22 members have
been selected for two years. The
president of the newly founded
committee is leading folk singer
Indra Mohon Raj Bongshi.

The second session of the event
featured a short discussion ses-
sion.. The introductory speech was
presented by Nasrin Ferdous,
general secretary of the newly
elected body of BLP. In her speech
she presented a brief analysis of
BLP-- its recent activities, contribu-
tion in promoting folk songs and
future plans. After her the chief
guest, special guest and others

delivered speeches. Such
programmes should be held regu-
larly, they pointed out, so that the
younger generation gets
acquainted with traditional songs.
Likewise, state support in this
endeavour will be more than wel-
come.

Akramul Islam, senior general
secretary of BLP, presided over the
discussion.

After the discussion, the main
attraction and the final session of

the programme, the folk evening
was staged by a medley of 27 art-
istes.

The first artiste to perform was
Sayanto Khan, who rendered O
bajan chol jai chol, a song written by
poet Jasim Uddin. She was followed
by Sanjida Sarkar who sang Babay
bole Ma, Mae bole, composed by
Momtaz Ali Khan. The other per-
formers were Nasrin Hayat,
Shamsur Nahar Shaon, Pervin
Akter Bithiamong others.

Artistes perform at the function
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All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm.9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
9:00pm

News Headlines (English) at9:05pm
RTV

News (Bangla) at 7:00am. 3:00pm.
7:15pm. 10:00pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:30am

BTV 01:05  Ebong Cinemar Gaan
01:30  Shanghbadpotre
11:15  Cookery Show Ba,,g,%deshp PlCK OF THE DAY
11:40  Ongona 01:45  Public Reaction T = s
12:05  Maa O Shishur Kotha | 02:40  Tritiyo Matray A
12:30  Swapno Shonar Apni
Gaon 03:05  Hridoye Mati O
01:00  Shukhi Poribar Manusher
02:15  Children's Drama Daak
02:40  Esho Gaan Shikhi 04:25  Nirbachoni Olympiad
03:05  Cartoon 04:35  SaRe GaMa
04:00  Esho Computer 05:30  Boimela
Shikhi- Protidin
04:30  Bansuri 06:00  Shamoeki
05:05  Documentary 06:20  Amar Chhobi
Programme 07:50  Special Programme
05:30  Nobo Digonto 08:20  Drama Serial: Ferari
06:40  Jiboner Alo 09:35  Ekhoni Shomoy
07:00  Shangita 10:00  Drama Serial:
07:20  Shomoyer Shanglap Nishidho Bonobhumi
08:30  Protidin Bangladesh 12:00 Grammenphone Ajker
08:35  Ekush Amar Ahonkar Shangbadpotro
1030 Musical Programme | gy Mon Amar Shondhan Kori Dokhinayon
ATN BANGLA' 08:35  Ajker Shokal Onntvat4:25pm On Banglavision at 8:35pm
09:20 g;lam;hse”a': Shokal | 09:00  Siddiqua Kabir's Musical Programme Drama Serial
onaha Recipe J i . H
10:30  Talk Show: Aktel . Today's Guest Chondona Majumder Cast: Mamunur Rashid, Mahfuz
Anyodristi Shatey
03:45  ATN Ranna Ghar 10:05  Cholochitro Kotha Maria 10:00  Tumi Megh Ami 09:30  Drama Serial: Swapno
04:20  Shundor Jiboner 01:05  Japan Video Topic 12:00  Teen Love Teen Shoshi Chura 10:30
Jonno 02:35  Shopner Neel Pori Lokshan 10:30  Bangla Feature Film 10:10  Desher Pathey
05:10  Amader Joto Kotha 03:15  Drama Serial: Shaola | 01:00  Aj Potrikay 02:00  Bhalobashi 10:45  Choitali Jochhonay Eka | 12:30
05:45  Islamic Programme 04:25  Mon Amar Shondhan | 01:30  Islamic Programme Bhalobashi Meye 01:00
06:20 Bornomalar Rup Kori 03:45 Special Dance 03:00  Telefilm: Bimukh 02:30 Drama Serial: Joba 01:30
Kotha 05:20  Mohilangan Programme Boshonto Kushum
08:00  Drama Serial: Shokal | 06:20  Shubho Shondhya 04:20  Heart Bit 05:15  Gollachhut 03:05  Cinebit Shadakalo 02:00
Shondha _ 06:50  Rightclick 05:10 Ha(ano ?mer Gaan 06:00 S'aa/ Bela 03:45  Drama Serial: Krishno 02:30
08:40  Drama Serial: Koto 08:25  Drama Serial: Megh 05:30  Children's 06:45  [tihasher Pathdhorey Pokho : 03:00
Chena Koto Ochena Bolechhe Jabo Jabo Programme 07:00  Shombhabonar 04:20  [chhey Ghuri 03:30
09:20  Drama Serial: 09:00  Glamour World 06:00  Ajker Bangladesh Bangladesh 05:00  Protidiner Boimela
Chhaya Mukh 10:00 Drama Serial: gggg ghOﬁtahoS }I1urey 08:15 g;lams Sg;al;, gggg [S);',ner ngsl;ey gzgg
. Bishkho 5 00Kery show ugnur basha . urer bhuban 5
CHANNEL i 11:25 Dindarp};n 08:50  Mohua 09:00  Drama Serial: Dash 08:35  Drama Serial: 05:00
09:30 Shanghbad Potre ’ 10:45 Rtv Exclusive Diner Ghotona Dokhinayon 06:30
Bangladesh Rtv Ch 11 09:30  The One 09:20  Article Thirty-Nine
09:45  Public Reaction 08:00 i Shokal anne 11:00  Concert STAR PLUS 07:00
09:50  Grameen Phone 09:05  Aj Potrikay 08:40  Shuprovat Bangla- BANGLAVISION
Tr{t{yomatra 09:35  Shaptahik Adda desh . : 09:00  Bolly V - Star Plus 07:25
12:30  Citicell Tarokakothon 10:00  Special Drama: Sister | 09:30  Chokh Mele Dekhi 09:05  Media Bhuban 09:30  Kumkum - Pyara Sa 07:30

07:55  Bolly V - Star Plus 10:30  ShowReal Asia
08:00  Baa Bahoo Aur Baby DISCOVERY 11:30  The Dark Side Of
gggg &aramﬁgpada A_;_)r:(aa CHANNEL Chimps
g asautii Zindagii Ka o
09:30  Kaun Banega e 08530 Wlld Discovery ESPN
Crorepati- Srk Ledy - dim G lie 2y 08:30  Champions Of The
10:30  Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii | 100 ‘S\mﬁz‘a@‘;‘f“t”’es Word
(OO Saas ekl 11:30  Dangerman Adventures 09:00 g omm%vgg?og an
Bahu Thi : eries
11:30  Kahiin To Hoga - With Geoff Mackley 10:30  Indian Premier Hockey
:30  Feast India League
STAR MOVIES 01:00  Finest Hotels In The 12:30  English Premier
08:45  Arrangement, The 01:30 \glr?;tje Week Football League
10:25  Shall We Dance 02:30 Detective Stories 02:30  Fa Cup 2006/07
12:15  Bad Girls . h 04:30  Football Focus With
X 03:30  Animal Camera
02:00  Clearing, The 04:00  Zach's Ulimate Guide John Dykes
03:45 Triumph, The 0430 Wild Discove 05:30 Goals!
05:15  Godsend : o y 06:00  Nokia Football Crazy
. i ey ST UG B 07:00  Indian Premier Hocke
07:00 Ice Princess 06:30  Stunt Junkies : Yy
08:45  6th Day, The 07:00  Stuntdawgs . D :
10:50  Mortal Thoughts 0730 Snake Week 09:30 Sportscenter India
12:30  Urban Legends: The 08:30  Planet Earth 10:00  Planet Speed
Final 09:30 - Meerkat Manor 10:30 zs%?)Grggngter India
STAR WORLD 1838 #:l:mvsLCamera 11:00  Sportscenter Asia
: : e 11:30  Sri Lanka Tour Of New
gggg ?E:esrinpsons JEY B . Zealand :
! |
09:30  The Oprah Winfrey NATIONAL STAR SPORTS
how
Bandhan 10:30 in?erican Idol GEOGRAPHIC 09:30 Uddeholm Swedish
Shaka Laka Boom 11:30  Heroes 08:30  Relentless Enemies Rally .
Boom 12:30  Grey's Anatomy 09:30  ShowReal Asia 10:00 2007 Euromilhoes
Karam Apnaa Apnaa 01:30  Third Watch 10:30  Telemall Dakar
Kasautii Zindagii Kay 02:30  Oprah Winfrey Show 11:00  Bhagyashali Ratna 10:30  English Premier
Kumkum - Pyara Sa 03:30 The Bold And The 11:15  Global Sky Shop Football League
Bandhan : Beautiful 11:30  Battle Of The Wines 12:30  Fei World Cup Jumping
Bhabhi 0400 G | Hospital 12:30  Tornado Qualifiers
Kesar ¥ eneral nosplla 01:30  Anamalai 01:30  Enjoy Jakarta Astro
Saarrthi 05:00  Fashion House 02:30  Jewel of the Orient Indonesia Op
Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi | 06:00  Arrested Development | g3.39  ghowReal Asia 04:30  Tna Xplosion
Bahu Thi 06:30  The Simpsons 04:30  Croc Chronicles 05:30  International
Kahiin To Hoga 07:00  Cheers 05:00  Nat Geo Genius Motorsport News 20
Karam Apnaa Apnaa 07:30  Friends 05:30  Big Bang 06:30  Tna Xplosion
Krishna Kathaiyen 08:00  Seinfeld 06:00  Forbidden Pit Vipers 07:30  Nokia Football Crazy
Mickey Mouse And 08:30  American Idol 06:30  ShowReal Asia 08:30  Mtn One Day Interna-
Friends 09:30  Hope & Faith 07:30  Animals Behaving tional Series
The Suite Life Of Zack 10:00  According To Jim Worse 10:00  Jamie's Greatest Hits
And Cod 10:30  Crumbs 08:30  Megacities 10:30  Tna Xplosion
Bolly V - Star Plus 11:00 8 Simple Rules 09:30  Frontline Of Construc- 11:30  Australian Open 2007
Golu Ke Goggles 11:30  Fashion House tion Presented
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