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Street children®

offers hope

RAIHAN SABUKTAGIN

Nurul Huda is one of the few
fortunate street children in
Dhaka who has been able to
manage his own money,
depositing it in a daily savings
scheme that has brought him a
small measure of financial
security.

"This saving helped me
ensure my dignity and |
became self-reliant within a
year," said Nur, a 16-year-old
street child-turned-skilled
tailoring assistant.

The savings also
enabled him to arrange
employment for his physi-
cally challenged brother
Nesar and support his
whole family, Nur said.

There are about 2 lakh
street children in Dhaka,
according to Appropriate
Resources for Improving
Street Children's Environment
-- a joint project of the ministry
of social welfare and UNDP
(United Nations Development
Programme).

Nur, who spent eight years
on the streets, said street chil-
dren often spend their earnings
as soon as possible as they are
afraid of being mugged or of
having their money stolen
while they sleep. There is no
secure way for these children
to save their money for the
future. Even the ones living in
slums have no reliable means
tosave.

"If there were a special-
ised bank for vulnerable
workers and street children,
they could get a chance to
save their earnings for their
future," Nur said.

Nur ran away from a
Madrasa in Narayanganj eight
years ago and embraced a
rough life on the streets of
Dhaka. He struggled to make a
living here. "I sometimes
worked as a painter, some-
times whatever else | could
find," he said.

He was arrested once by
police during his days on the
streets and was confined to a
vagrant shelter home at Mirpur.

A non-government organi-

sation (NGO) named
Aparajeyo Bangladesh pro-
vided legal and other aid to Nur
during his confinement at the
vagrant shelter and took him
into their custody later.

Nurwas laterintroduced to a
money deposit facility for street
children called the "Child
Development Bank" organised
by Aparajeyo Bangladesh.

Nur said, "Ten months ago, |
withdrew a total of Tk 17 thou-
sand from the bank that | had
deposited daily since the bank
was launched in September,
2004. This savings helped me
open a tailoring shop in
Narayanganj where my physi-
cally challenged brother is the

master tailor and | am his
assistant."

He picked up several
technical skills including

tailoring during his days on
the streets and only needed
funds and a place to start his
own venture.

Nur finally found a way to
make his dream come true
by saving up his earnings
when the NGO launched the

savings scheme for street
children on September 1,
2004.

Basudev Moitra, country
director of the bank, told Star
City that the bank offered only
savings facilities and did not
offerloans.

When asked about the legal
grounds for operating the
bank, he said, "Our goal is to
establish a specialised bank
for empowering the working
street children financially and
socially. We received approval
from the NGO Bureau to
receive deposits from street
children."

Basudev said, "The mem-
bers (street children) oper-
ate the bank on their own
and keep track of transac-
tions. We only helped them
by launching the special
bank two and half years ago
and now the children are
reaping the benefits."

The funds saved up by the
children would help them lay
the groundwork for their estab-
lishment in the society, he
added.
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Nurul Huda and his physically challenged brother at work at his shop in Narayangan;.

Holiday markets yet to shape up

P

SHAHNAZ PARVEEN

....New holiday markets set up
on five city streets to rehabili-
tate evicted street vendors so
far received poor response
from both street vendors and
buyers.

Street vendors are allowed
to sell their goods between
8:00am to 5:00pm every Friday
on specific streets of the capi-
tal. The designated places for
these five holiday markets are
on north side of Manik Mia
Avenue, road from Matsya
Bhaban to Segun Bagicha, a
portion of road in front of
Motijheel Ideal High School,
road from Palashi intersection
to Nilkhet and Shialbari slope
on road to Mirpur Zoo.

A small number of street
vendors showed up at the
designated places to sell their
products on the second day
after the holiday markets were
introduced. Very few transac-

2 tions took place there and
§ sellers are still confused about
£ this new idea. Most of them

A small number of street vendors showed up at the desig-
nated places to sell their products on the second day after
the holiday markets were introduced. Very few transactions
took place there and sellers are still confused about this new
idea. Most of them turned up at the markets just to check out

the situation.

check out the situation.

"Our customers used to shop
from us on their way [home or
work]. On holidays, there are
less pedestrians of that sort and
| am not sure if this will work out,"
said a gaamchha seller on
Manik Mia Avenue. "l don't think
| will be able to cover my trans-
portation cost today. | will not be
able to recover my investment
this month."

"New ideas always take time
to become popular. We are
advertising about the locations
of the holiday markets in news-
papers. | think once people
start visiting these markets,
these will gradually shape up,"
said Kamruzzaman

"People from far away used
to make special plans to shop
at Bangabazar. | think it [holi-
day markets] will be exactly like
that. They just need to accept
the change," he added.

Kamrul, a t-shirt seller, said,
"Holiday markets need to be
set up beside New Market or
any other market on holidays.
Otherwise it will not draw that
many customers."

Kamrul however was hope-
ful about future of the market on
Manik Mia Avenue. "Manik Mia
Avenue draws a lot of visitors in
the afternoon. I think it will soon
gain popularity among them"

Two of the holiday markets --
on at Palashi and the other at

"l live in Mirpur and which is
why | wanted to check out the
Shialbari holiday market. | don't
know why they picked this
place for a holiday market as
this place is far away from the
main road", said a vendor who
was selling his product from a
rickshaw van and was on the
move.

When pointed out about
selecting inconvenient places for
holiday markets, Chowdhury, the
chief estate officer at DCC, said,
"Itis difficult to find an open space
orafree streetin the city. We can't
select a busy thoroughfare as it
will again create traffic conges-
tion. If people want to enjoy a free
road, they will have to change the

turned up at the markets just to Chowdhury, chief estate officer,  Shialbari -- failed to attract the waytheydo shopping.”
Not really gearing up; holiday market gradually shaping up. Dhaka City Corporation (DCC).  streetvendors.
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