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Ex-BNP MP Salahuddin

FROM PAGE 1
police later.

Of the rest arrested by police
and Rab, 16 are accused in the
Arms Act, two in Explosive
Substances Act, 27 were con-
victed in different cases while 791
faced warrants of arrest.
SALAHUDDIN'S SURRENDER
Salahuddin appeared before the
court of Metropolitan Magistrate
Mamun Al Rashid with his lawyers
at around 12:45pm in the sched-
uled hearings of two cases filed
against him under the Arms Act
and Special Powers Act.

The former BNP MP earlier met
his lawyer at his chamber near the
Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka at around
11:00am to talk about his surren-
der.

The defence lawyers prayed
for bail in the cases saying that
the three swords, one knife and
currencies of US, Saudi Arabia,
Thailand that had been seized
from a showcase at Salahuddin's
house were part of his collection.

"Keeping the foreign curren-
cies and the weapons at my
house was in no way illegal,”
Salahuddin told the court.

The prosecution opposed the
bail prayer.

Hearing both the sides, the
court ordered to send him to
Dhaka Central Jail. He was later
taken tojail in a police prison van.

On February 4, the security
forces seized the weapons and
foreign currencies along with nine
diplomatic passports and eight
other Bangladeshi passports, 23
mobile phone sets,
videocassettes, compact disks,
shotgun licence when they raided
Salahuddin's house at Kadamtola
in Shyampur to arrest him.
TANGAIL ARRESTS
The security forces arrested
Shamim-al-Mansoor Siddiqui
alias Azad Siddiqui, younger
brother of Krishak Sramik Janata
League (KSJL) president Abdul
Kader Siddiqui, at Ichhapur vil-
lage under Kalihati upazila in the
early hours yesterday.

Tipped off, the security forces
cordoned off a house in the village
and captured him from there.

Azad, who has been on the run
since the launching of the joint
forces crackdown, faces 26 crimi-
nal cases including three for
murder in Tangail Sadar Police
Station.

He was involved in bid-
manipulation of tenders at differ-
ent government departments
including Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) in Tangail and
piled up wealth of crores of taka
within a very short time, police
said.

Two executive engineers of
RHD were forced to leave Tangail
in 2005 after Azad threatened
them with death for not following
his instructions, RHD sources
said. He also beat up a sub-
assistant engineer of the depart-
ment on August 22, 2005 when he
resisted Azad's men from digging
up earth damaging the Tangail-
Madhupur Road, they added.

Azad announced to contest
January 22 polls from Tangail-4
(Kalihati) constituency as a KSJL
candidate.

The joint forces also held
Azad's brother AL leader Abdul
Latif Siddiqui at Kalihati upazila
yesterday.

On January 30, the joint forces
detained Azad's elder brother
Murad Siddiqui, who also faces 23
criminal cases including three for

murder, from Kalibari area in
Tangail town.
BOGRAARRRESTS
Dupchanchia BNP leader

Jahangir Alam was picked up by
the joint forces at Poura Bhaban
yesterday noon. He is accused in
several criminal cases filed with
Dupchanchia and Kahalu police
stations.

Meantime, BNP district unit GS
Saiful Islam and businessman
Shokrana, who were held on
Sunday for misappropriating
government relief materials, were
sent to Bogra Jail yesterday morn-
ing with a month's detention.
Another case will be filed against
Shokrana shortly for his alleged
involvement in hoarding over
52,000 bags of lentil, police said.

Shokrana was allegedly
involved in several murders
including that of freedom fighter
Anwarul Haque Anu, but the
cases have been stayed due to
political pressure, police sources
said.

SYLHET ARRESTS
The joint forces picked up district
AL GS Iftekhar Hossain Shamim
from an inaugural function of a
market in Fenchuganj upazila
yesterday morning.

Earlier on Sunday night, the
joint forces detained chairman of
Chhatak municipality Abul Kalam
Chowdhury, who faces the allega-
tions of harbouring criminal
groups and grabbing public land.

The law enforcers also held
Khadimpara Union Parishad (UP)
Chairman Igbal Hossain the same
night, who was later released on
bail.

Former chairman of Kuchai UP
Dara Miah was arrested yester-
day afternoon on charges of
grabbing private and public land.

The joint forces also arrested
Jalalabad Gas CBA leader Golam
Hamid Babul and JCD activists
Ali Akbar, Zakaria and Zakir
Hossain.

The Rab men in another raid
caught JCD men Manik, Chanchal

and Mostafa from South Surma
area yesterday afternoon.

The law enforcers also
detained UP member Abdul
Quadir and Makku Miah on
charges of grabbing government
land in Jaintapur upazila yester-
day.

BAGERHAT

On Sunday night, the joint forces
arrested a commissioner of
Mongla municipality M Sarwar
Hossain and Jamaat leaders
Mostafa Kamal and Maulana
Golam Mostafa from Mongla.
CASES AGAINST EX-MP

In Kushtia, seven cases were filed
against former BNP lawmaker
Shahidul Islam and his brother
Bheramara UP Chairman
Towhidul Islam in Bheramara and
Mirpur police stations in Kushtia
yesterday.

The complainants in the sepa-
rate cases said that they could not
lodge the cases soon after the
incidents fearing reprisal by
Shahidul and his gang.

Nawsad Ali of Fakirabad in
Bheramara upazila filed a case
accusing 41 BNP leaders and
cadres including Shahidul Islam
and his brother Towhidul Islam,
Bheramara police said.

In the case, the complainant
alleged that a gang loyal to
Shahidul and his brother Towhidul
attacked a motorcade led by
industrialist Abdul Khaleque, in
Bheramara on July 13, 2005,
leaving at least 40 people injured
and four vehicles damaged.
Shahidul ordered the attack to in
an attempt to kill Khaleque, who
was an aspirant for the Kushtia-2
constituency, the complainant
said.

In another case with Mirpur
Police Staion, Idrish Ali accused
28 BNP leaders and cadres
including Shahidul Islam, Mirpur
municipality Chairman Faruk
Choudhury and upazila BNP
Organising Secretary Golam
Rabbani for attacking a rally of
Abdul Khaleque at Bamangari
bazar in the upazila on March 30,
2005.

Abul Hasem filed a case with
Mirpur police alleging that a gang
led by Shahidul Islam, Mirpur
municipality Chairman Faruk
Choudhury and upazila BNP
Organising Secretary Golam
Rabbani attacked another motor-
cade led by Abdul Khelque at
Bhedmari intersection in the
upazila on October 8 last year
leaving a number of people
injured.

Idrish Ali of Supukuria in Mirpur
upazila accused 27 BNP leaders
and cadres, including Shahidul,
Mirpur municipality Chairman
Faruk Choudhury and upazila
BNP Organising Secretary Golam
Rabbani for attacking another
rally of Abdul Khaleque on
Fabruary 13, 2005 at upazila
Eagle Chattar in his case filed
with the Mirpur police.

Tazubbar Ali of Bhanga filed a
case with Mirpur police accusing
60 people including Shahidul
Islam and Golam Rabbani, for
attacking a peaceful protest pro-
cession at upazila Eagle Chattar
on November 26, 2006.

Tauhidul Islam, a resident of
Bhedamari village in Mirpur
upazila, filed a case with Mirpur
Police Station against Shahidul
and 13 of his accomplices for
attacking a rally at Khalfar Mor on
July 13 last year.

Altaf Hossain filed another
case against Shahidul and his 20
associates for attacking a rally on
March 13 last year at Poradoha in
Mirpur and injuring 20 people.

Shahidul Islam earned wide-
spread notoriety for his various
clandestine and criminal activities
during the last ten years when he
had been the elected lawmaker
from the constituency for two
terms. He had turned the area into
a 'risky zone' for journalists who
were assaulted and threatened
for writing against him on many
occasions.

The latest incident took place
when BNP cadres loyal to
Shahidul attacked a journalists'
rally in the district town and
injured 25 journalists including
former president of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists Igbal
Sobhan Choudhury on July 31.

But no action was taken
against Shahidul and nobody
dared lodge any case against him
during the tenure of the past BNP-
led government.

After the take over of the new
caretaker government led by Dr
Fakhruddin Ahmed and the start-
ing of drive by the joint forces,
Shahidul went into hiding.

Detained BNP
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and power -- Amanullah Aman, Mir
Nasir and Igbal Hasan Mahmud,
former BNP lawmakers M Naser
Rahman, Manjurul Ahsan Munshi,
Mosaddak Ali Falu and Ali Asgar
Lobi, and BNP-backed BTTB trade
union leader Firoz Mia.

The joint forces had arrested
them from their residences at differ-
ent dates for their alleged involve-
ment in activities against the state,
creating panic among the public,
corruption and goods hoarding.
Later, all of them were sent to Dhaka
Central Jail and a 30-day detention
was given for each.

BSF kills 2

UNB, Naogaon

Two Bangladeshi cattle traders
were shot dead by Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) near Nitpur
border in Porsha upazila of the
district yesterday morning.

The dead were identified as
Ishaq Ali, 25, and Setabul Alam 18.
Both hailed from Chakbishnupur
village in the upazila.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
sources said the Indian border
guards of Panna camp opened fire
on the two when they went near the
main border pillar at about 6:00am,
killing them on the spot.

Later, the BSF men took away
the bodies.

Hearing the sound of gunshots,
BDR personnel of Nitpur camp fired
several bullets targeting the
Pannapur camp. BSF returned fire.

Locals said the border guards of
the two neighbouring countries
traded over 20 shots. A tense situa-
tionis prevailing in the area.

Company commander Nitpur
BDR camp protested the killings
and sent a letter to the BSF,
demanding return of the bodies.

OoC
suspended
for bribery

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Officer-in-charge (OC) of
Shyamnagar Police Station was
suspended yesterday for taking Tk
10,000 in bribe to release an inno-
cent man picked up for alleged drug
peddling.

The suspended officer-in-charge
(OC) is Inspector Ishaque Dukhu
Mia.

Earlier on February 3 and 5,
three cops of the police station were
suspended on the same allegation.

They are Sub-inspector (Sl)
Mafizul Islam, assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASI) Anisur Rahman
alias Anis and constable Monirul
Islam.

Sources said ASI Anis sent
constable Monirul Islam to the
house of Arshad Ali of Iswaripur
vilage in the same upazila on
January 10. Monirul brought him to
the police station branding him as a
drug peddler. He was putinto hajat.

Later, ASI Anis demanded Tk.
10,000 to Arshad in bribe for his
release. Otherwise, he threatened
Arshad to implicate him in a criminal
case.

After realising Tk10,000 from
victim's son Zahur Ahmed, SI
Mafizul and ASI Anis freed Arshad
onthe same day.

Arshad filed an allegation with
Satkhira police superintendent (SP)
against the cops and seek neces-
sary action against them.

Police Superintendent (SP)
Abdullahel Baki investgated the
matter and suspended S| Mafiz, ASI
Anis and constable Monirul.

After thorough investigation, it is
revealed that Shyamnagar OC
Ishaque Dukhu was present in the
police station during the incident,
but he did not take any action
against the cops involved.

Police sources said the OC's
inaction proved that he was also
involved in the process of taking
bribe from Arshad.

When contacted, the police
superintendent (SP) confirmed the
suspension of the officer-in-charge
(OC) and said departmental case
has already been filed against them.

AL scraps
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deal, Quader said they [BKM lead-
ers] would know about it from the
media.

When contacted, BKM Secretary
General Yusuf Ashraf said they
were not formally informed about
the cancellation of the MoU. "We
heard about it on television news
and will give a formal reaction on the
matter after discussing it in the party
forum," said Ashraf.

Following the cancellation of the
deal, AL's allies in the grand alliance
welcomed it.

Workers Party President Rashed
Khan Menon told The Daily Star that
they opposed the deal from the very
beginning and repeatedly asked AL
to cancel it saying it contradicts the
23-point common national minimum
programme of 14-party coalition.
"As Awami League has scrapped
the deal, | welcome the decision,"
said Menon, also a key leader of 14-
party.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
President Hasanul Haque Inu
praised AL President Sheikh Hasina
for cancelling the controversial deal
with BKM. He said the AL chief took
a strong political decision, which will
strengthen the politics of establish-
ing a democratic and non-
communal country.

"The decision was imperative to
take 14-party coalition forward," Inu,
also a key leader of the coalition told
The Daily Star.

Jatiya Party (Ershad) Presidium
Member GM Quader also wel-
comed the decision. He told The
Daily Star that AL had signed the
deal with BKM 'in a crisis situation to
save the country from the misrule of
BNP-Jamaat alliance'. "Now what
Awami League has done is correct,"
said the JP leader.

Ganotantri Party President Nurul
Islam also welcomed the AL deci-
sion, saying that he is happy with the
cancellation of the controversial
deal.

Huge quantity
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The mobile court later raided
Diamond Engineering Works and
issued warrant against its owner
Anil Sarkar for not having licence
from fire department.

Meanwhile, joint forces yester-
day seized fake engine oil worth Tk
2 crore from a factory in Jalkuri area
of Siddhirganj and arrested two of its
employees, our Narayanganj corre-
spondent reports.

The forces raided the factory,
Shaheen Metal and Packaging, in
the presence of Magistrate
Manzarul Mannan and found that
the factory employees were attach-
ing labels of world famous brands
on containers and bottles for mar-
keting fake oil.

The joint forces sealed off the
factory and arrested two employees
-- Sohrab Hossain, 25, and Enamul
Haque, 48.

Later, the joint forces raided four
nearby storages and found huge
quantities of fake automobile main-
tenance fluids.

UNB reports, the joint forces in

Seismometer
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the Dhaka University and Columbia
University set up the seismometerin
the Jaflong-Tamabil region on
February 11, paving the way to get
authentic data on earthquake.

“The data on all minor tremors in
last decades was assumed. The
data was not accurate as the lone
equipment in Ambagan, Chittagong
remained out of order since 1988,”
Prof Akhter told The Daily Star last
night.

Under this project, funded by the
US university, the team is going to
set up 11 more seismometers and
12 global positioning systems (to
monitor plate movement) in Sylhet,
Chittagong, Modhupur and
Lakhsmipur by the end of this
month.

Once all the equipment are
installed, Bangladesh will be
equipped enough to forecast
impending natural disasters or carry
out geological research, said Prof
Akhter.

EU envoy
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Frowein said, "We are certain the
government is heading for the main
goal of organising free and fair and
credible elections," adding, "The
political willis there todoit."

He expressed these views after
he made a courtesy call on Law
Adviser Mainul Hosein to discuss
the elections and other "general
bilateral matters". Frowein had
called on Finance Adviser Mirza
Azizul Islam before his meeting with
Mainul.

The EU representative also said
the government has a number of
human rights concerns and that
there are some problems, but,
"They are dealing with it and they
take it very seriously."

"We didn't go into detail on spe-
cific cases. But, we think human
rights and rule of law have to be
respected and we totally agree, me
and him, on these subjects," he
added.

Frowein said he called on the law
adviser to take stock of "what's
going on," and the status quo of the
Election Commission and the Anti-
Corruption Commission, terming
their reconstitution "positive" from
the perspective of the international
community.

Faridpur seized 4.35 lakh kg of fake
fertilizer from a factory at Komarpur
in sadar upazila Sunday night.

Sources said the law enforcers
raided Silver Cap poultry and fish
farm at 9:00pm, seized the fake
fertiliser along with machinery and
arrested farm manager Golam
Mostafa.

Acting Deputy Director of the
Department of Agriculture
Extension Abdul Quddus filed a
case against farm owner Abdus
Siddique and manager Golam
Mostafa.

17 held before
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Police said yesterday evening that
they would release the detainees
upon receiving bonds from their
family members.

Inspector general of police (IGP)
on Sunday signed an order
cancelling the selection of 757
police personnel recruited at the
eleventh hour of the immediate-past
BNP-led coalition government.

The selection of the cops was
cancelled after a recent probe found
that they were recruited through
gross irregularities including brib-
ery, political influence and favourit-
ism.

Later police allowed some of the
protesters to handover copies of the
memorandum to the president, the
chief adviser to the caretaker gov-
ernment and the home secretary.
They also sent a copy to the IGP via
courier service.

They said in the appeal that the
allegations against them are abso-
lutely baseless. "We request that
you track down and punish the real
perpetrators who polluted the fair
selection process and ensure
justice," the memorandum reads.

The discarded recruits said they
would file a case challenging the
government's order.

US team
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Election Commissioner M Sohul
Hossain was also present during the
meeting that lasted for an hour.

Mccullough, the acting deputy
chief of mission of the US embassy
here, said the meeting was simply a
courtesy call on the new leadership
at the EC and they congratulated
them on their appointments.

He said the delegation came to
listen to the new leadership's expec-
tations and what they perceive as
challenges they will face in the
coming months.

Later, in a meeting with the
newsmen, the just-appointed Acting
Secretary to the EC M Humayun
Kabir, said his thought about the EC
will be clear through his work.

"I keep a positive attitude to
everything... There is nothing to do
alone... | will mainly implement the
decision of the government," he told
reporters when asked about his
thinking regarding the reconstituted
EC.

When reminded thatthe ECis an
independent institution, and there is
nothing like implementing govern-
ment's decision, he clarified his
statement: "My role is defined... |
will perform as a government staff."

Asked what will be his position in
rebuilding the EC's mired image, as
there are already controversies over
the institution, the acting secretary
declined to make any comment.

Experts for quick
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logging is a technique used in the oil
and gas industry for recording rock
and fluid properties to find hydrocar-
bon zones in the geological forma-
tions within the Earth's crust. This
technique is also used for stabilising
avolatile well.

The experts visited the site,
collected data and exchanged
professional views in measuring the
gravity of the situation.

"They all agree that this was a
very serious matter as this threatens
the Brahmanbaria area directly and
the country's energy security," said
asource close to the committee.

Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed himself was paying attention
to the matter, he added.

Sources said the government
has already talked to Chevron, the
global oil giant, for technical help.
Petrobangla sources said
Chevron's expertise in dealing with
this kind of situation was world-
class.

"Nobody can say how much gas
is evaporating from the Titas field in
this way," said a Petrobangla
source.

Petrobangla is expected to
forward this study to the ministry
later this week. The remedial
actions will begin when the ministry
takes final decision on the matter.

The Titas gas field produces 400
million cubic feet per day (mmcfd)
against the country's total gas
demand of 1500 mmecfd.
Discovered in the early sixties by
Shell oil company, Titas was esti-
mated to have a gas reserve of 5.12
trillion cubic feet (after four decades
itnow has 2.78 tcf).

Meanwhile, Titas gas field's
parent company Bangladesh Gas

Field Company Ltd (BGFCL) is
continuing public awareness cam-
paign on the dangers of the gas
leakage and assuring remedial
actions in the affected area.

According to local people, the
gas leakage started four-five years
back by a small proportion. But after
last year's rainy season, the leakage
became alarming.

Local villagers and farmers have
told The Daily Star that gas was
leaking from more than 3,000 big
holes--including some 30 foot
diameter holes--in IRRI fields, water
bodies and the Titas river. The
emitting gases of some of the holes
are burning with high flame.

Yunus
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done by NABARD."

Yunus said that in his discus-
sions with Singh on micro-finance
activities in India "we agreed that its
pace was slow and needed to be
increased.”

He said the micro-finance con-
cept in vogue in Bangladesh could
also work for India as it involved
similar kind of people.

At present over 100 million
people have benefited from micro-
financing across the world. Half of
the beneficiaries live in India (34
million) and Bangladesh (16 mil-
lion), he added.

Emphasising the need to spread
micro-finance and social business
in every walk of life, he called for
setting up micro-credit banks in
India.

BDR seizes
15kg gold in
Chuadanga

UNB, Chuadanga

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) personnel
seized 15kg smuggled gold bars
worth about Tk 2.5 crore from a
truck at Loknathpur on Chuadanga-
Darshanaroad yesterday.

Three people, who were on
board the truck, were also arrested.
They are Anand, 45, of Magura, Asif,
35, and Meghna, 27, of Jhenidah.

Acting on a tip-off, BDR men
intercepted the truck on the road at
about 11:00am and recovered the
gold bars from under the seat of the
driver.

BDR sources said the gold bars,
smuggled into the country from
India, were being taken to the capi-
tal.

The paramilitary troops seized
the truck and filed a case.

Saifullah
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of killing two Jhalakathijudges.

Additional District and Sessions
Judge of Jhalakathi Reza Tarik
Ahmed sentenced JMB chief Abdur
Rahman, its second-in-command
Siddiqul Islam alias Bangla Bhai,
Majlish-e-Shura members Ataur
Rahman Sunny, Abdul Awal and
Khaled Saifullah, suicide bomber
Iftekhar al Mamun, and absconding
Asadul Islam alias Arif to death by
hanging, and acquitted another one
on May 29.

The High Court (HC) upheld the
trial court's verdict on August 31.

After rejection of his appeal,
Saifullah filed a review petition in the
SC.

Additional Attorney General
Abdur Rezak Khan said the attorney
general (AG) was not informed by
the review petitioners that the
matter would come before the
chamber judge's court yesterday.

He said they would move against
the petition when the matter comes
for hearing in the full bench.

He also said yesterday's order
would not halt the death sentence of
others in this case. Only Saifullah's
execution will be halted as he per-
sonally appealed for revision of the
verdict against him.

Meanwhile, the jail authorities
said although they had fixed primary
date for execution of the six con-
demned militants on February 17,
that date would be changed as they
submitted mercy petition to the
president.

Jail authorities will wait until
receiving decision from the presi-
dent.

Allegations
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The BKMEA leaders, led by its
President Md Fazlul Hoque, urged the
finance adviser to increase cash
incentives, change and update NBR
rules, bridge the gap betweenthe NBR
and Bangladesh Bank, resolve the
problems with Benapole land port and
simplify the certification procedure of
the Department of Environment for
setting up new factories.

The adviser told them that it is not
possible for him to give them any
concrete assurance of mitigating their
problems overnight. "But | will talk with
the authorities concerned about these
matters," he said.

About the plea for enhancing cash
incentives, he said revenue collection
this fiscal year is not up to the mark; itis
far behind the target. "In customs duty,
the collectionis so poor."

Falu shown
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interrogating him, the |0 said.

After the hearing, the court
granted the petition for showing
Falu arrested in the case and fixed
March 1 for next hearing of the case.

The army-led joint forces seized
government relief materials from the
Savar site of a factory owned by
Falu on February 9.

Following the seizure, Ashulia
police filed the case against Falu
and several other unnamed officials
and employees of the factory.

According to the prosecution, the
army-led joint forces on a special
duty came to know on January 9 that
Falu, owner and chairman of the
Dhaka Shanghai Ceramics Factory
at Gohailbari of Savar, built 40 by 50
feet houses for accommodation of
the workers.

The forces dismantled six such
houses constructed on the factory
premises with corrugated iron (ClI)
sheets, which are actually govern-
ment relief materials.

Six hundred and fifty pieces of Cl
sheets worth around Tk 4 lakh bear
inscriptions, "Relief materials of
Relief and Rehabilitation
Department: Not for sale".

The BNP-Jamaat-led alliance
government bought the Cl sheets
manufactured by PHP Arabian
Horse Ltd for rehabilitation of the
poor and distressed through gov-
ernment assistance.

Falu, also the owner of private
satellite television channels ntv and
Rtv and daily newspaper Amar
Desh, is now in jail on a 30-day
detention. He was charged with
anti-state activities, obstructing
public safety, and illegally erecting
hoarding.

Loan default soars
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classified in accordance with inter-
national standards increasing the
amount of its defaulted loans from
Tk 750 crore to Tk 1,135 crore within
ayear.

Bangladesh Bank (BB) sources
said defaulted loans in NCBs will be
reduced because of a government
plan of corporatising those banks, a
move which will significantly prevent
government interference in the
banks' affairs as they will be run by
autonomous bodies.

Among the PCBs, with the
exception of the problem ridden
Oriental Bank and Bangladesh
Commerce Bank Ltd (BCBL),
defaulted loans in all the others
remained below ten percent of their
outstanding loans.

Defaulted loans in most of the 30
PCBs stand between .15 percent
and 4 percent of their outstanding
loans.

But, 59.27 percent of Oriental
Bank's outstanding loans are classi-
fied, while the percentage is 35 in
the case of BCBL.

The central bank data also reveal
that Oriental Bank broke all records
of commercial banks when its
classified loans rose to 48.09 per-
cent in June last year compared to
24 4 percentin December 2005.

"The percentage of classified
loans has increased dramatically
after the central bank took over
Oriental's charge as the problem
bank's past management had
shown many classified loans as
good loans," said a source in the
banking sector. "The central bank
revealed the camouflaged defaulted
loans and so the figure has
increased to a record point," the
source added.

Former Irag VP
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"This is in accordance to the higher
criminal court and the penal court
law," the judge added, explaining
that the new sentence would auto-
matically be reviewed by a panel of
appeal judges.

There is little doubt, however,
that the panel will confirm the death
sentence, as it was this body which
sent Ramadan's case back to the
court after judging his life sentence
unduly lenient.

Following the verdict, Ramadan
cried out: "l swear to God | am
innocent. May God support me. May
God take revenge against everyone
who rendered me injustice."

US-based Human Rights Watch
had urged Irag not to impose the
death penalty because they said
there was insufficient evidence
linking Ramadan to the murders of
Shiite villagers from Dujail, north of
Baghdad, in the 1980s.

"The ftribunal found Ramadan
guilty without evidence linking him
to the horrific crimes committed in
Dujail," said Richard Dicker, of the
organisation's International Justice
Program.

"Ramadan was convicted in an
unfair trial, and increasing his pun-
ishment from life imprisonment to
death reeks of vengeance."

Ramadan was sentenced to life
imprisonment by the tribunal on
November 5, when Saddam and
two others were given death sen-
tences for their role in the killing of
148 Shiite civilians from the town of
Dujail in the 1980s.

Out of the total amount of Tk
1,52,857 crore in outstanding loans
in the banking system, the amount
of classified loans was Tk 20,098
crore or 13.15 percenton December
31,2006 compared to 13.55 percent
or Tk 17,509 crore on December 31,
2005, sources said.

Classified loans in NCBs
amounted to Tk 11,503 crore or
22.94 percent of their outstanding
loans in December 2006 which had
been Tk 10,024 crore or 21.35
percentin December 2005.

Defaulted loans in PCBs
amounted to Tk 4,365 crore or 5.45
percent of their outstanding loans in
December '06, which had been Tk
3,543 crore or 5.62 percent in
December'05.

Classified loans in DFls
amounted to Tk 4,144 crore or 33.68
percent of their outstanding loans in
December '06, which had been Tk
3,836 crore or 34.87 percent six
months before.

Defaulted loans in FCBs came
down to Tk 83 crore or .81 percent of
their outstanding loans in December
last year which had been Tk 104
crore or 1.26 percent in December,
2005.

Irani leaders
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not ready for release as planned last
month.

Senior US officials in
Washington  cautious after the
drubbing the administration took for
the faulty intelligence leading to the
2003 Iraq invasion had held back
because they were unhappy with
the original presentation.

The display appeared to be part
of the White House drive that has
empowered US forces in Iraq to use
all means to curb Iranian influence
in the country, including killing
Iranian agents.

It included a power-point slide
programme and a handful of mortar
shells and rocket-propelled gre-
nades which the military officials
said were made in Iran.

The centrepiece of the display,
however, was a gray metal pipe
about 10 inches long and 6 inches in
diameter, the exterior casing of what
the military said was an EFP, the
roadside bomb that shoots out fist-
sized wads of nearly molten copper
that can penetrate the armour on an
Abrams tank.

"Anormal roadside bomb is like a
shotgun blast. But these are like a
rifle. They're focused and they're
aimed. ... It's going to take anything
outin its way, go in one side and out
the other," said 1st Lt. Zane
Galvach, 25, of Dayton, Ohio, a
soldier with the Army's 2nd Division,
based in Baghdad.

Sceptical congressional
Democrats said the Bush adminis-
tration should move cautiously
before accusing Iran of fomenting a
campaign of violence against US
troopsiniraq.

Senate Intelligence Committee
member Ron Wyden, D-Oregon,
said "the administration is engaged
in a drumbeat with Iran that is much
like the drumbeat that they did with
Irag. We're going to insist on
accountability.”

And several Democratic sena-
tors said Sunday these circum-
stances were fuelling their suspi-
cions about the Bush administra-
tion's real motives.

80 dead as bombs
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one of the victims, while small fires
burned in the rubble on the street
outside the building.

A shop owner whose business
was set on fire said one of the cars
was parked in a garage under a two-
story market called Al-Arabi, next to
the Iraqgi central bank. Mohammed
Najaim said flames were coming out
of the garage, which holds hundreds
of cars.

About half an hour earlier, a bomb
hidden in a bag exploded in a
crowded area near a popular
takeaway falafel restaurant in the
Bab al-Sharqi area, not far from
Shorja, police said, adding that at
least nine people were killed and 19
wounded in that blast.

The attacks, which occurred in
busy market districts on the east side
of the Tigris River, also came despite
stepped up security in the capital as
US and Iraqi forces have launched a
new operation aimed at stopping the
sectarian violence that has been on
the rise since the Feb. 22 bombing of
the mosque in Samarra.

Some storekeepers were trying to
salvage merchandise while others
were taking their money in small
bags. Police and soldiers were
deployed in force, and armed men in
civilian clothes were searching and
questioning people coming to the
scene.

Elsewhere in Baghdad, some
roads and bridges in Baghdad were
cordoned off after Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki called for a 15-minute
sit-in to commemorate the bombing
of the al-Askariya or Golden Dome
shrine in Samarra, 60 miles north of
Baghdad.

"The explosion of the holy shrine
pushed the country into blind vio-
lence, in which tens of thousands of
innocents were killed," Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, Irag's top
Shia cleric, said in a statementissued
Monday before the bombings. "No
one knows by Allah when this tragedy
will be over."

Al-Sistani urged the Iragi govern-
ment to rebuild the shrine, whose
golden dome was partially torn off by
last year's blast. The compound has
since been locked and guarded by
Iraqi police.

But he also called for restraint
among those observing Monday's

anniversary.

"We call on the believers to
express their emotions but to be
cautious and act disciplined, and not
to do anything to hurt our brothers the
Sunnis, as they are not responsible
for this awful crime," he said.

Govt asked
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between the Appellate Division's
12-directive and the rules and
regulations promulgated by the
government for the separation. The
court said it would hear the matter
tomorrow.

“Whether those rules have been
made in compliance with the
Supreme Court directives should be
thoroughly examined, as in my
analysis there are some anomalies
inthe rules,” Amir said.

He observed that those have to
be looked into for the sake of a
meaningful separation of the judi-
ciary from the executive.

The full bench of the Appellate
Division led by Chief Justice Syed
JR Mudassir Husain yesterday
heard the progress in implementa-
tion of the top court's verdict.

Earlier, President lajuddin
Ahmed signed the CrPC (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2007 on Sunday
night.

On December 2, 1999, the SC
issued a 12-point directive for the
government to implement to sepa-
rate the judiciary from the executive.

On January 17 this year, the
Appellate Division ordered the
government to present by January
21 the four rules promulgated on
judicial services.

The promulgation of the rules
came four years after the Appellate
Division modified the rules on
January 26, 2003 in line with the
judgment in the judiciary-separation
case popularly known as Masdar
Hossain case.

"It's a historic day... the separa-
tion has been completed today,"
Masdar Hossain, now the Sirajganj
districtjudge, told reporters.

"From now on, the judiciary will
be able to work for the welfare of the
people and without control of the
executive," he added.

He said separation of the judi-
ciary would enable the magistrates
to discharge their administrative
duties more effectively.
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