Relief materials found
at Falu's factory site

Case filed against the former BNP lawmaker in jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The army-led joint forces seized
government relief materials from a
business establishment of former
BNFE lawmaker and businessman
Mosaddak Ali Falu in Savar yester-
day.

The forces demolished five
houses constructed with corru-
gated iron (CI) sheets, which are
actually government relief materi-
als, onthe factory premises.

The 40 by 50 feet houses were
built for accommodation of the
workers of Dhaka Shanghai
Ceramics Factory at Gohailbari in
Savar,

seven hundred pieces of CI
sheets worth around Tk 4 lakh bear
inscriptions, 'Relief materials of
Relief and Rehabilitation
Department: Notfor sale'.

Police filed a case with Ashulia
police station accusing already
detained Mosaddak Ali’ Falu of
embezzling government property.

Several other officials of the
factory were also accused in the
case but their names were not
mentioned.

However, the joint forces could
notarrestanyone during thedrive,

Halu, the owner of two private
satellite TV.channels ntvand Rtv--
and of a newspaper Amar Desh, is
now in jail on a 30-day detention,
He was charged with anti-state
activities, obstruction of public
safety, andillegalhoarding,

Sub-Inspector of Ashulia Police
Station Ismail Hossain told jour-
nalists that one of the houses was
built completely with the CI sheets
far relief and the most of the por-

tions of the rest of them were also
built with the same government
reliefmaterial.

A very few of the sheets were
bought from the market which
were mixed with the sheets marked
forgovernment relief.

Tipped off, the joint forces
cordoned off the houses at
11:00pm on Friday and started
theiroperation yesterday morning,

armyand police sourcessaid.

The gevernment bought the CI
sheets for rehabilitation of the poor
and distressed through govern-
ment assistance during the BNP-
Jamaat-led alliance government's
rule. PHP Arabian Horse Limited
manufactured the sheets.

The management of Dhaka
Shanghai Ceramics Factory
Limited used to pay Falu, also the

political secretary to the immedi-
ate past prime minister, Tk 50,000 a
month for arranging accommoda-
tions for the workers, sources said.

The workers however said the
company did not charge them any
rent.

As it was a weekly holiday, the
factory was closed yesterday and
no company official was there. The
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Joint forces seized 700 corrugated iron sheets marked “Relief materials of Relief and Rehabifitation Department: Not for
sale" which were used for bullding structures at factory site of former BNP lawmaker Mosaddak All Faluin Saver.
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Commissioner
Maniruddin
quits ACC today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Corruption Commission
{ACC) Commissioner Maniruddin
Ahmed will tender his resignation
tothe president today.

Following President Iajuddin
Ahmed's request on Tuesday,
former ACC chairman Justice
Sultan Hussain Khan and ACC
commissioner ProfManiruzzaman
Miah resigned from their posts on
Wednesday while Maniruddin
chosenot to followthem that'time.

The government will soon
appoint a new chairman and two
‘commissioners to the ACC, sources
said,

Meantime, other ACC officials
will continue their day-to-day
activities at the commission.

Maniruddin told The Daily Star
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LDP leader
Abbasi held

in Netrakona
Hunt for Aurango

STAR REPORT
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Joint forces last night arrested
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
leader and former BNP lawmaker
Abdul Karim Abbasi at his house in
Netrakona.

An [LDP presidium member,
Abbasi was elected to pdrliamt.m
for three consecutive terms since
i 1991 from Netrakona-1.
| He was held in a raid over his
) house at Muktarpara in Durgapur

at around 11:15. The forces also
arrested Hamidur Rahman
Rashed, president of Durgapur
upazilaBNP.

In' Jessore, they arrested
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CORRUPT POLITICAL LEADERS :
20 govt groups busy
gathering graft info

JULFIKAR ALl MANIK

Twenty different government
teams are working in the capital to
compile evidence of corruption
and subversive activities of the
arrested political leaders so that
definite legal actions can be taken
againstthem.

A 1op government source said
although these groups have not
been given any strict time limit to
do their tasks, they expect to com-
plete them by themonthend.

These teams have one member
each from the Anti-Corruption

Commission (ACC), Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence
(DGF1), National Security
Intelligence (NSI), National Board
of Revenue (NBR), Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab), the army and the
Special Branch (SB) of police,

The teams were formed just
priorto the arrest drive launched
on February 4 and each of them has
been given separate assignments
to avoid duplication of work and
maintain over-all investigation
proceedingsinacoordinated way.

Sources said the number of the
teams will increase in near future
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as the government plans to form
these bodies for the regions outside
Dhakaalso.

Sources also said these teams
are gathering information about a
few politicians who have not yet
been arrested but are publicly
known for dubious and eorrupt
activities.

"They will be arrested too," said
asource inthe joint forces.

The joint forces have so far
arrested 21 top-level politicians,
mostly of the BNP and a few of
AwamiLeague (AL).
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BRIBERY, POLITICAL CONSIDERATION

Selection of 757 cops
to be cancelled today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The police authorities will today
cancel the selection of 757 sub-
inspectors (SIs) and sergeants
recruited through gross irregulari-
ties including bribery, political
influence and nepotism in the last
days of the immediate past BNP-
led four-party rule.

"I hope an order cancelling the
selections will be issued tomor-
row;" Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Nur Mohammad told The
Daily Star yesterday, confirming
the decision taken inthelight ofthe

findings ofarecent probe,

Though the result was pub-
lished last October, the authorities
did not hand the new recruits
appointment letters or start their
training.

They will soon issue a circular
for fresh recruitment to the posts--
496 male Sls, 41 female SIs and 220
sergeants. "We'll complete the
recruitment in two or three
months," said theIGE

Meantime, several police offi-
cers have called for the caretaker
goveinment to free the police
administration of those who were

appointed’ on political consider-
ation and through underhand
dealings.

They observed that rampant
politicisation through appoint-
ments, promotions and postings
during the five years of the coali-
tion government has weakened the
police administration.

They also demanded that the
policemen, whose training was cut
short and who were posted to the
field hurriedly ‘to serve the interest of
the previous government', are sentto
complete the fulllength of training.
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Fakhruddin asks
businessmen to
check commodity
price hike

UNB, Bhaka

Chief Adviser (CA) Fakhruddin
Ahmed yesterday urged the busi-
ness leaders to play their part in
keeping the prices of commodities
undercontrol.

He made the call when a 41-
member delegation of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI), led by its
President MirNasir Hossain, paid a
courtesy call on him at his office in
the afternoon.

The apex body of country's
business organisations formally
proposed to the head of caretaker
government to make Sunday
weekly holiday instead of the two-
day weekend and two-hour break
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More reshuffle
in admin

UNB, Dhaka

As part of the ongoing reshuffle in
the civil administration, the gov-
ernment yesterday transferred and
made OSDs a number of high

officials.
Textiles and Jute Secretary
Mohammad Mahbubur Rahman
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

RASHIDUL HASAN

The immediate past lawmaker
from Dhaka-8, Nasituddin Ahmed
Pintu, saw quite a rise in fortune in
the last five years and three months
with hisincome, land property and
shares in different companies
growing manifold,

According to the statements he
submitted to the returning officer

(RO in 2001 and in 2007, his
annuil income shot up 104 times
from Tk 3 lakh 1o 3.13 crore while
the land property expanded from
1.31 kathas to 176 kathas, which is
134 times.

During the time, Pintu's net
worth [declared] soared to Tk 5.60
crore from 8 lakhin 2001, markinga
staggeringinerease of Tk 5.52 crore.

Five years back, he had no prop-
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Tigers clinch series

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh won theirfirst one-day
international series in Zimbabwe
3-1 with a thrilling one-wicket
victory at the Harare Sports Club
groundyesterday.

Chasing 245 to win, the Tigers
had victory comfortably in sight
after Aftab Ahmed and Mushfiqur

Rahim gave themalaunchingpadto
finish off the match with a lot of
batting remaining, But with the
score at 242-7 and Bangladesh
needing only three runs to win from
five overs a comedyoferrors saw the
visitors slump to 242-9 with captain
Habibul Bashar and Tapash Baisya
bothfallinginclose proximity.
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Acid victim dies
after 22-day
struggle for life

STAFF CORRESPON DENT

Victim of acid violence on the
wedding night, Sabina suc-
cumbed to her injuries yester-
day morning after struggling
for 22 days at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) burn
unit.

Talking to this correspon-
dent only three days ago,
Sabina had expressed opti-
mism about her survival saying
that a foreign expert had said so
after examining her.

She, however, also deplored
that she was not getting proper
treatment and' financial assis-
tance.

When contacted, Dr
Samanta Lal Sen; project direc-
tor of DMCH Burn and Plastic
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Pintu the fortune maker

His income shoots up by 104 times in 5 years,
land property by 134 times

erty or security, bonds, or bank
deposits excepting a little over one
katha land: Now he has over Tk 4.8
crore in deposits and shares in six
companies [declared].

Pintu, also a former president of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, showed
Tk 3,00,000 as his yearly income in
2001 and Tk 2,50,000 as yearly
expenses. His annual income was
shown Tk 3,13,98,710 in 2007 while
his personal expenditure was
showntobeTk2,20,000.

ANNUAL EXPENDITURE
REDUCED
Surprisingly, despite devaluation of
currency and inflation he could still
manage toreduce hisannual expen-
diture. Heshowed Tk 2.50 lakh as his
annual expenses in 2001 but he
claimed it to be Tk 2.20 lakh in 2007.
Thatleaves his monthly expenses to
Tk 18,333. The amount could barely
suffice for the family of Pintu who
lives in a posh house and has a
coupleofcars includinga Pajero.
COMPARISONS: BETWEEN
2001 AND 2007
In 2001, Pintu had declared a total
wealth of Tk 8 lakh including aland
on 24/2 Moneswar Road in
Hazaribagh. He did not declare any
other properties in the statement
submitted on September 13 the
Same year,
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to make way for houses.

| VANISHING HILLS
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Ahillnear Cox's Bazar bus terminal is being destroyed, allegedly by some influential people in collusion with a section of staff of the district administration,

wwwi.shahjalalbank.com. b

the Public Issue of Shares of the Cornpany has received tremendaus

" public support. Tk. 402.57 crore (Tk. 352.97 crore by general public
and Tk. 49.60 crore by NRB) has been subscribed against IPO of Tk.
93.58 crore. The Board of Directors and the Management of the
Bank take this opportunity to express their profound gratitude to the
investors for their overwhelming support and confidence repased on
the Bank. They also acknowledge with gratitude to all concerned
Authorities and Institutions for their cooperation to the Bank.
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