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Bangladeshi cabbie
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dropping off the passenger, who had
left him with a 30-cent tip on a $10.70
fare.

"Allmy life, | tried to be honest," said
Osman Chowdhury, adding, "Today is
no different.”

But the 41-year-old cabbie from
Queens did have a message: "I'm
proud of what | did so that people know
New York taxi drivers are honest."

What he did started on Monday
evening, when he picked up the
woman at a hotel in midtown
Manhattan and drove her to an apart-
ment building several blocks away.
She gave him $20 to pay the fare and
asked for $9 back.

Hours later, at about 10:00pm,
three other passengers with luggage
discovered the woman's suitcase
when Chowdhury popped the trunk
open forthem.

Chowdhury first drove to the
building where he had dropped off the
woman. But he had no idea in which of
the many apartments she might be
and didn't want to cause a disruption
by knocking ondoors.

He took the suitcase to the
Manhattan headquarters of the New
York Taxi Workers Alliance, a drivers'
advocacy group to which he belongs.
He and the alliance president looked
inside and found two display cases
with 31 diamondringsinside.

"I saw flashing, and | said, 'Oh my

Ex-BNP lawmaker's

FROM PAGE 20
Dastagir said.

The magistrate told The Daily Star
that there had been a six-year court
battle between one Md Mohsin and
Rajuk over the 12.27-bigha land. He
said Mohsin won in High Court but
Rajuk received a verdict in its favour
when they appealed to the Supreme
Court. The magistrate said, "Md
Mohsin was fighting the case on behalf
of Rangs Group."

The real estate company had
established a filling station, a ware-
house, a garage and shades for
security guards of the estate, the
magistrate added.

They demolished all the structures
and recovered the land which is worth
no less than Tk 400 crore, Rajuk
sources said.

The Rajuk team demolished a tin-
shed market at Gulshan-1 behind the
DCC market afterwards.

Earlier, Rajuk recovered one bigha
of land at Gulshan in front of the resi-
dence of Italian ambassador to
Bangladesh. Locals were occupying
thelandillegally, Rajuk sources said.

Meanwhile, the DCC yesterday
demolished all tea stalls beside the
walkway of Dhanmondi Lake. They
also demolished illegal establish-
ments around the Abahani Club
playground in Dhanmondi. A DCC
mobile court also demolished tea stalls
near Sudha Sadan, the residence of
Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina.

Meanwhile, Zerin Rahman, a
resident of Green Road in the capital,
alleged that a Rajuk eviction team
knocked down a few shops on the
ground floor of her house. She claimed
her father had built the house and the
shops after getting approval from the
Rajuk authorities 25 years ago.

She claimed the approval papers
are with her brother who is living
abroad and that is why she failed to
produce them before the magistrate.
She claimed her neighbour built
another house violating Rajuk regula-
tions but the eviction team left that
house alone.

God! Diamonds!" Chowdhury
recalled. "l was shocked. | was trem-
bling."

They also found a small luggage
tag with a Texas telephone number
they called--the home of the woman's
mother in Dallas. Meanwhile, she
called the number, too.

The woman, who said she was a
jeweller, got back the gems on
Monday when she arrived at the
alliance office around midnight--
incredulous at her luck. She offered
Chowdhury a reward—-a check for
$100.

"I cannot take a penny for being
honest," he said, but he reluctantly
accepted the money to cover the fares
helostwhile trying to track her down.

He said it never occurred to him to
keep the diamonds.

"I'm not going to take someone
else's money or property to make me
rich. | don't want it that way," said the
soft-spoken cabbie, who was a con-
tractor in Bangladesh until he came to
the United States 15 years ago.

He does not own a cab but rents
one.

"I enjoy my life. I'm satisfied," said
Chowdhury, whois single.

He didn'teven mind the meager tip.

"I think some people might be
broke," he said. "Orthey're distracted.”

The woman from Dallas asked that
her name not be made public.

1,646 more held,
20 arms seized

UNB, Dhaka

The joint forces arrested 1,646 people
on various charges across the country
during the last 24 hours, ending at
6:00am yesterday

They also seized 20 firearms and
35bullets, said an official release.

Of the detainees, 156 were held by
army personnel while the remaining
1,490 by Rab and police.

Besides, police and Rab members
seized 23 motorcycles for having no
valid documents.

Rab raided Bangla Motor area in
the city on Wednesday night and
arrested an extortionist named Nabi
Solaiman. The elite force also seized a
revolver from his possession.

In Savar, Rab picked up five people
from a night coach and seized 500gm
of heroine and 23 bottles of phensidyl
smuggled from India.

In Jessore, the joined forces
arrested 25 people, including listed
criminal Selim Reza.

Rab arrested four people in differ-
ent places of Sylhet district on
Wednesday night and seized two
firearms.

In Gaibandha, the joint forces
rounded up 11 people, including drug
peddlers.

In Patuakhali, Rab held Angaria UP
Chairman Golam Murtaza who was
wanted in criminal cases and two
others accusedinarape case.

In Jhalakathi, police arrested eight
people including land grabber
Matabbar Mridha. Mridha was sent to
prison with a 30-day detention under
the Special Powers Act yesterday.

The joint forces held two men in
Sherpur, who are wanted in double
murder case. An UP memberwas also
arrested for hoarding fertiliser.

Army has no intention
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said new advisers were appointed
on the criteria of honesty, compe-
tence and sincerity.

"Now it needs people's support.
This opportunity will not come time
and again," the army chief said,
adding that it "should not happen
so".

General Moeen urged all to
come forward to make a fresh start
in national life with a clean slate.
"Let's cooperate with this govern-
ment so we can steer the nation
forward," he said.

In an apparent emotion-choked
voice, the army chief said the coun-
try was destroyed in last 35 years.
He likened the predicament of the
country to aderailed train.

"We need a heavy crane to put
the train back on the track--and
strength of the people is the crane.
Once you can put the train on the
track, it will move smoothly," he said
in metaphorical terms about the
imperative of a rescue operation in
such situation.

Citing corruption an example of
degeneration of the polity, the
general deplored that because of
disputes over who will get the "10
percent" kickbacks, a $ 200m
machine-readable passport project
could not be implemented.

He said government provides
subsidy for fertiliser to help the poor
farmers, but, unfortunately, those
fertilisers were smuggled out of the
country by the vested quarters.

Referring to recent incidents of
arson in garment factories that earn
70 percent of country's foreign
exchange, General Moeen
deplored that this export industry
was burnt and destroyed in a
planned way. "There is politics
behind it," he said, adding, "We
even do not try to understand our
own well-being."

" We have eaten up the vitals of
the country over the years, leaving
the country like a skeleton.”

About national or voter ID card,
General Moeen said some intellec-
tuals said that it will require Tk 1000
crore and five years time. But, he
said they have made a calculation
that suggests that ID card for the
voters is possible within 10-12
months at an estimated cost of Tk

300 crore.

Lashing out at massive corrup-
tion, the general wondered how the
expensive BMW, Mercedes Benz,
Ford cars could ply the streets in
Dhaka when people in America
even have to think twice before
buying such luxury cars. "Where
does the money come from? This is
our farmers' money," he said.

Referring to non-payment of
electricity bills, he said the rich
people and companies whose
monthly income is Tk 5 lakh or Tk 10
lakh do not pay the bill. But if any
action is taken against the default-
ers, they go to court for writs. "If we
could not change this situation, our
next generation would call us
name," he told the meeting.

General Moeen said the present
government has separated the
judiciary from the executive in seven
days and is trying to reform the
Election Commission. He said the
reforms will be brought in the
Election Commission so that corrupt
politicians cannot do politics.

Criticising the mindset of the
politicians, the general said the time
has come to stop the politics capital-
ising on money. The nation needs a
competent political leadership so
Bangladesh could achieve develop-
ment and progress like Malaysia
and Singapore.

He told the meeting that 90 per
cent people support the present
caretaker government and the
government should now move the
country in right direction with the
strength of this support.

Rare turtles
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eggs on the beaches may be killed
by pollution, stray dogs or foxes, or
captured by tourists, he said.

Mohammad Aminul Islam, the
top administrator for the area,
ordered local officials to teach
people, from fishermen to tourists,
to change their behavior.

"It's really sad that we couldn't
protect the turtles," he said. "We are
trying to mobilize resources to make
a bigger plan to save the sea turtles
inthe future."

Rice
"cautiously
optimistic"” on
N Korea talks

REUTERS, Washington

US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said yester-
day she is cautiously optimistic
that it may be possible to begin
carrying out a September 2005
agreement on ending North
Korea's nuclear programs.

"l think there may be -- | am
cautiously optimistic that we
may be able to begin, again, to
implement the joint statement of
2005 toward the
denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula," Rice told a congres-
sional panel.

Six-party talks among the two
Koreas, China, Japan, Russia
and the United States resumed
on Thursday in Beijing and
South Korean officials said
North Korea was willing to take
initial steps toward ending its
nuclear arms program.

The talks in September 2005
produced an agreement under
which North Korea said it was
committed "to abandoning all
nuclear weapons and existing
nuclear programs.” In return, the
others held out economic, politi-
cal and security incentives.

“l am, as | said, cautiously
optimistic but | don't count my
chickens until they are hatched,"
Rice later told lawmakers on the
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.

Fake insulin
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The same court raided a branch
of the National Pharma at
Kamalapur and held two of its
staff Khandakar Nizamuddin and
Rafig and fined them Tk 4 lakh.
The branch was also sealed off.

The court issued arrest war-
rants against the owner Dr
Mosharaf Hossain and his son
Md Mostaq Hossain, who used to
run the factory.

The police filed a case under
section 25 (C) of Special Power
Acts-1974 against all of them.

Raids on Mymensingh clinics

More than 50 people, includ-
ing doctors, owners, technicians
and staffs, were detained by the
joint forces yesterday during
raids on over 100 clinics and
nursing homes in the town.

The forces also closed down
over 50 clinics, nursing homes
and pathology labs as they failed
to produce necessary docu-
ments.

Led by a magistrate, the army,
Rab (Rapid Action Battalion) and
police carried out the raids at
Charpara, Mashkanda, Sheora,
Dupakhola mour, Baghmara
Kalibari Road and Patgudam
Bridge area.

Nearly Tk 1 lakh was realised
as fines during the drive. Owners
of many clinics closed their
establishments to avoid arrest.

First Class Magistrate
Roksana Tarannum and Dr
Anwarul Islam Chowdhury of
local civil surgeon office told the
reporters that they have found
fake doctors and technicians and
non-trained nurses along with
unhygienic atmosphere in those
clinics, nursing homes and
pathology labs.

Govt probes
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persons arrested under the Anti-
Corruption Act would be tried
under rules that are to be framed.
According to the planned rules,
charge sheet against the accused
would be submitted within 45 days
and their trial would start within 2-
3 months.

Various government agencies,
including intelligence agencies,
are also looking into the listed
politicians' past financial records
to see if they have become rich in
a very short time. Charge sheets
against them would be framed on
the basis of these investigations.

Yesterday, Law Adviser Mainul
Hosein told reporters, the govern-
ment would catch those politi-
cians who did not have any busi-
nesses before, but looted the
country under the patronisation of
politicians.

He also said the charges
against the listed politicians
would be made public during their
trial.

Aug 17 blast
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two arrestees were directly involved
in the blasts in the Rajuk Bhaban
area and they need to be quizzed to
gather vital clues to the blasts and
whereabouts of their accomplices.

Metropolitan Magistrate Shafiq
Anwar granted the remand sought
by the 10 for interrogating the
arrestees.

Mufti Abdul Hannan, operations
commander of another banned
Islamist outfit Harkatul Jihad
Bangladesh chapter, and six others
including JMB military commander
Ataur Rahman Sunny were also
shown arrested in this case.

CG plans
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sovereignty and national interest
in negotiations or agreements
with foreign countries.

"Every country wants to protect
its own interest and we will protect
ours...We'll make sure that our
interests are not jeopardised," he
said when correspondents sought
his comment on a general percep-
tion that some foreign countries
are trying to press this interim
government to sign agreements
on certain areas such as power
and seaport.

He said he was not aware of
any proposal for modernisation of
Chittagong Port and that the
shipping ministry might be in a
better position to shed light on
that matter.

When asked about foreign
diplomats' plea for holding the
stalled general elections "as soon
as possible," he said they had
said this before, "but now they are
realising that it is a complex situa-
tion."

Defining "as soon as possible”,
Dr Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, a
seasoned diplomat, said that
"...as possible is a key expres-
sion" indicating no precise
timeframe.

About concern over the protec-
tion of human rights during the
anti-corruption and anti-crime
drives, he said the government as
well as the law adviser had
pledged that human rights must
be protected in every step of the
way.

Replying to a question whether
he would make trips overseas to
mobilise international support for
the present caretaker govern-

10 petitions
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Awami League adviser Salman F
Rahman, former home minister
Mohammad Nasim, former Jatiya
Chhatra League president Jahangir
Sattar Tinku, Swechchhasebak
League Vice-President Abdur
Razzak and Tinku's employee
Mohammad Hasan.

The HC bench in its rules also
asked the government to explain
why the 10 detainees should not be
released.

The court ordered the govern-
ment to submit the reply to the rule
against Tariqul's detention within
two weeks and others within 10
days.

ment, the adviser confidently said
it does not need to go abroad and
highlight the government's perfor-
mance. "The way we will work, our
activities will attract international
support.”

Asked if Bangladesh would
seek US technical support in its
effort to fight corruption,
Chowdhury said the foreign minis-
try did not yet receive any specific
proposal from the line ministries.

Chowdhury also mentioned
that the two cornerstones of
Bangladesh's foreign policy are to
protect sovereignty and enhance
cooperation with foreign countries
for increasing trade and invest-
ment.

The adviser referred to his
meetings with foreign diplomats
stationed in Dhaka and said they
gave assurance of continued
cooperation and assistance for
the economic progress and devel-
opment of Bangladesh.

Acting Foreign Secretary
Touhid Hossain and senior offi-
cials of the foreign ministry were
also present at the briefing.

Bus driver dies
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capturing him. Nargis had brought
allegations of rap and possession
of illegal weapons against Musa.

The family members alleged
that the army personnel beat up
Musa before handing him over to
Shivalaya Police Station next
morning. He was later sent to
Manikganj jail where he fell sick
after three days.

Manikganj jail authority admit-
ted him to Manikganj Sadar
Hospital on February 6. He was
rushed to DMCH as his condition
deteriorated.

Musa's family claimed Musa
had a feud with his cousin Abu
Daud over a pond. Daud and his
wife Nargis filed the false allega-
tions, they alleged. The army
could not find any weapons after
searching Musa's house, they
claimed.

However, morgue sources said
marks of old injuries were found in
Musa's leg and chest.

Daud and Nargis have been
absconding after Musa's death.

Govt working
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relentless effort to bring back nor-
malcy in the day-to-day economic
activities

He sought support from the
development partners for economic
development.

The chief adviser told the delega-
tion that steps has already been
taken to corporatise the three
nationalised commercial banks
(NCBs).

He said a "historic decision" has
been taken by the council of advis-
ers in approving the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPc) to separate
the judiciary from the executive.

Fakhruddin said the government
will undertake quick decisions in
power sector as well as on
Chittagong seaport-two of the major
sectors where the foreign donors
have long been pressing for devel-
opment measures under the reform
recipe.

He also said the present govern-
ment has already taken steps in
accelerating economic activities
without wasting time to make up for
the losses already incurred.

"We are aware of the expectation
of the people--We need to
operationalise governance. We
work as a team (indicating the
council of advisers)," the CA told
them.

Appreciating the pragmatic steps
taken by the caretaker government,
ADB Director General for South
Asia Kunio Senga said his bank will
continue support to the chief
adviser's endeavor.

"Your initiative is encouraging,"
said the Japanese envoy in appreci-
ation of the initiatives taken by the

caretaker government led by
Fakhruddin.
DFID Director, South Asia,

Charlotte Smith said they feel
Bangladesh is one of the key devel-
oping countries and achieving the
Millennium Development Goals is
very important for Bangladesh.

"The issues you have highlighted
are encouraging. The way you have
handled corruption is also apprecia-
ble," the British development aid
agency executive told the chief
adviser.

The World Bank country director
assured the chief adviser that the
funding agency would give "maxi-
mum support" to the caretaker
government.

He told the CA that the caretaker
government has a good agenda--
and "you are action-oriented".

The WB official suggested a
communication strategy for the
stakeholders and the people.

Ex-graft body staff
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officials said.

Though Maniruddin did not
resign on Wednesday saying that
he would take some time to submit
his resignation, he did not turn up at
his office yesterday.

When journalists telephoned him
at his residence, they were told that
he was unwell and would not like to
talk.

While a few dozen disgruntled
ex-employees roamed around in the
Segunbagicha ACC office building,
many officials gathered in a room
and locked it frominside.

The agitating ex-employees
went to Maniruddin's office room at
around 10:00am. It was locked as
he did not come to office. The ex-
employees then put up an additional
lock on the door and remained there
for several hours.

Maniruddin is in charge of
finance, investigation, prosecution
and some other important responsi-
bilities of the ACC.

Hearing about this development,
journalists rushed to the ACC office
at around 11:00am. The ex-
employees first tried to prevent
them from coming to the spot. But
later they talked to the journalists
and expressed their grievances
against the commissioner.

They alleged that Maniruddin
deliberately refrained from filing
anti-graft cases though the ACC
was ready to do so. And taking

advantage of his position, he misap-
propriated money allocated for
funding sources. He also managed
appointment of many corrupt ex-
employees of Bac in the ACC taking
bribes, they alleged.

The now-defunct Bac had filed a
corruption case against Maniruddin,
they said.

Showing some files, they told the
journalists that these were sup-
posed to be kept in Maniruddin's
room. These would reveal his cor-
rupt practices, they claimed.

But they kept mum when asked
how they got these files, and if they
had broken into his room to steal
these.

The ex-employees denied
locking Maniruddin's office room.
And after about an hour, they broke
the lock they had put up.

On information from ACC offi-
cials at around 11:00 am, police
came and stayed there throughout
the day but took no action in this
regard. A police official said the
incident appeared to be an internal
affair of the ACC and that is why they
refrained from taking any actions.

The ACC has so far recruited
over 700 Bac employees through a
screening process. About 400 ex-
Bac staffs, rejected by the ACC
following the screening, regularly
visitthe ACC office.

UNDP
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readiness for extending assistance to
the Election Commission (EC) in
holding a free, fair and credible elec-
tion.

"The UNDP assured us of provid-
ing all kinds of assistance for holding a
free and fair election. We will seek their
assistance if needed," Election
Commissioner Sohul Hossain told
reporters following the meeting with a
UNDP delegation led by its local chief
Reneta Lok Dessallien.

They discussed various aspects of
electoral reforms and the holding of a
free, fair and acceptable election. The
UNDP delegation expressed their
hope that the reconstituted EC would
hold the elections in a transparent
manner.

Talking to reporters at his office
Election Commissioner Sohul
Hossain said the EC is working to find
out the problems. "We are determined
to make the Election Commission an
institution which everybody can be
proud of. | will quit the Election
Commission if we failed to create
people's confidence in the Election
Commission," the newly appointed
election commissioner said.

He said the EC wants to hold a free
and fair election ensuring participation
of all political parties.

Replying to a query, Sohul said
they did not have any discussion with
the caretaker government regarding
electoral reforms and making the
registration of political parties manda-
tory.

However, the UNDP country
representative told reporters that it
was a courtesy call and they dis-
cussed various issues on holding a
free andfair election.

Another delegation of UNDP's
Electoral Association called on Law
Adviser Mainul Hosein and assured
the caretaker government of providing
assistance in holding free and fair
elections.

Body of girl
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in her chest, abdomen and thighs. It
seems she was tortured with a hot
knife," a morgue source said.

Police think that the girl used to
work as a domestic help at some
house in the locality where she had
been tortured for a long time and the
body was dumped in the early hours
yesterday. The body was shown to
the locals but no one could identify
her.

None could be arrested in this
connection till filing of this report as
of 7:30pm.

Public universities
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banning students and teachers'
politics having affiliation with political
parties and 52 percent observed that
the syndicate should take a decision
for stopping politics on the campus
and strictlyimplementit.

The research paper described the
university engineering department,
which deals with construction of
residential halls and maintenance of
university buildings, as a den of cor-
ruption.

Prof Mahtab Khan termed the
existing environment at the public
universities "pathetic" and blamed iton
student politics. The universities
cannot take any decision independ-
ently due to party politics, he pointed
out.

DU professor Imtiaz Ahmed raised
the issue of the teachers' accountabil-
ity, saying they still teach on the basis
of books written in the 1960s. There
are many teachers who have been
giving the same "notes" to the students
forthe last 20 years, he said.

He proposed not promoting a
teacher as professor before they
obtainthe PhD degree.

Pointing out that the classrooms
get jam-packed as more than 100
students often attend a master degree
class, he suggested dividing the
classesin several sections.

Prof Nazma Shaheen of DU,
however, claimed that most teach-
ers still take classes regularly but
the whole teachers' community is
blamed because of only a few.

Prof Muzaffer observed that
much better results could be
achieved with the money the gov-
ernment spends for the public
universities every year.

Ex-BIAM DG
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of the terminated teachers and
employees filed the case against
him and his associates. As such,
they prayed for bail of their cli-
ents.

Opposing the bail petitions for
complainant Mohammad Wazed
Ali, a senior teacher of the
school, the prosecution told the
court that Shahidul was a self-
declared chairman of the school.
He along with his associates
beat up the complainant merci-
lessly. Moreover, they made an
attempt to kill the victim. So, they
prayed to the court to turn down
the defendants' bail pleas and to
send them to jail, the prosecution
added.

After hearing both the sides,
the magistrate rejected the pros-
ecution plea and granted bail to
Shahidul and others.

Following the order, Wazed Ali
expressed his dissatisfaction
over it and burst into tears. He
said Shahidul Alam and his asso-
ciates attempted to murder him
only a couple days back, but they
obtained bail.

According to the prosecution,
at around 4:00pm on February 6,
a group of thugs led by Shahidul
Alam suddenly attacked the
complainant and beat him up
mercilessly in a bid to kill him.

Soon after the attack, Wazed
filed an attempted murder case
with Ramna Police Station
against Shahidul Alam and nine
others.

Palestinians agree
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evening at the latest, the results of
which will then be presented to ...
Abbas, Hamas chief Khaled
Meshaal and prime minister Ismail
Haniya," said Mohammed Nazzal
of the Hamas political bureau.

"A drafting committee will then
be formed to draw up the final text
of the accord to be signed," he
added.

Officials from the two sides said
on Wednesday that an agreement
would be reached within two or
three days, and both parties have
pledged not to leave Makkah
without drawing a line under their
deadly power struggle which has
killed around 100 people since
December.

"We will not leave this holy
place without an agreement,”
Abbas said at Wednesday's open-
ing of the talks, a vow echoed by
Meshaal: "We have come to agree
and will not leave without an agree-
ment."

Saudi King Abdullah invited the
Palestinian leaders to Makkah in a
bid to end the deadliest internecine
violence in the Palestinian territo-
riesinyears.

Meshaal, who lives in exile in
Syria and is one of Israel's most
wanted men, urged both sides'
fighters to exercise restraint.

Haniya told the opening session
there was a need for a "code of
honour" banning internal feuding
and for a "comprehensive agree-
ment" -- not just an interim deal.

Meshaal said it was vital that
any deal reached be respected.

"The international community
must respect our accord, recog-
nise our Palestinian reality and
deal with it seriously," he said.

Hamas, which formed a govern-
ment last March after an upset
parliamentary election win over
Abbas's long-dominant Fatah
movement, is anxious not to sur-
render the power it won at the
ballot box without securing an end
to the Western aid boycott that has
crippled its administration.

Both the European Union and
the United States froze all direct
aid when Hamas took power,
demanding that the Palestinian
government renounce violence
and recognise lIsrael and past
peace deals.

Hamas and Fatah have since
held protracted negotiations on
forming a broad coalition accept-
able to Western donors so aid can
resume.

In Jerusalem, talks with British
Foreign Secretary Margaret
Beckett on Wednesday, Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
insisted that the West should not
give up on the three principles and
should ensure that any new
Palestinian administration should
be fully signed up to them.

"Any government of the
Palestinian Authority will have to
respect these conditions," he said,
adding that he expected to hold a
three-way summit with Abbas and
US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice on February 19.

"I hope that by then we will not
find that Abu Mazen (Abbas) has
partnered with Hamas in a way that
is in contradiction of the principles
of the quartet and the international
community," he added.

Abbas adviser Nabil Amr said
the two sides had already agreed
on some power-sharing details,
including that two independents --
Salam Fayyad and Ziad Abu Amr --
would take the finance and foreign
affairs portfolios respectively.

Amr said there was also agree-
ment that the sensitive interior
ministry should go to an independ-
ent, although he added that Hamas
had yet to name its preferred
candidate.

Godfathers of graft
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rumours are being spread to harm
the caretaker government.

"No genuine businessman would
be caught and the chief adviser
conveyed the message to the
business community," he said.

"Those who have put lives under
threat by selling rotten and adulter-
ated wheat and other harmful food
products cannot be called business-
men. They should be called crimi-
nals," said Mainul, adding, "If they
are punished, genuine business-
men should not be afraid."

Asked what the charges were
against the recently arrested and
detained high-profile politicians and
whether the charges would be made
public, the law adviser said those
politicians were already accused of
corruption.

"Now cases will be filed against
them and they would be openly tried
in court, notin secrecy," he said.

They were arrested under
Section 54 of the CrPC, which
means they were held under suspi-
cion and so there is no need for
specific information at this point,
said Mainul, adding that they would
be tried under the Anti-Corruption
Act.

They would be tried as soon as
the Anti-Corruption Commission
rules are reformed, he said,
expressing hope that they would be
tried within 2-3 months as per the
rules.

Asked when the elections will be
held, Mainul said the election
schedule will depend on the steps
required to hold a free and fair

election, and the Election
Commisison will determine its
timeframe.
FROM PAGE 1

the due process of law."

In reply to a question, the
spokesman said, "We've consis-
tently urged this government to be
respectful to human rights, the rule
oflaw and press freedom.”

Iraq minister arrested

FROM PAGE 20
and wounded another 10.

The Al-Aziziya attack took place in
the morning, while the market was
packed, a security source said.

"Victims were taken to the local
hospital, which has been sealed off,"
the source said.

It was the first attack in the Shia
town, but late Wednesday a double
bomb attack killed seven people and
wounded 12 others in Suwaira, which
lies 20km to the north.

In Baquba, northeast of Baghdad
meanwhile, four policemen and a
civilian died during an attack on a
patrol Thursday, a security source
said.

The latest violence came as Iraqi
and US troops spread across the
capital as part of a long-awaited
security plan to curb bloodshed that
has killed tens of thousands across the
countryinthe pastyear.

Four more US marines have died
after being wounded while fighting in
Iraq, the military said on Thursday.

Astatement from US headquarters
said the four had died on Wednesday
of wounds sustained in two earlier
incidents in the western province of
Anbar.

Anbar is a hotbed of Irag's Sunni
insurgency where US forces are
locked in a fierce fight to reassert
government control.

The deaths bring the number of US
military killed in Iraq since the March
2003 invasion to 3,103, according to
an AFP count based on Pentagon
figures.

A US Marine transport helicopter
crashed in flames Wednesday in a
field northwest of Baghdad, killing all
seven people aboard, the US military
said. It was the sixth US aircraft
reported lost in less than three weeks
and the latest sign of growing prob-
lemswithaviationinIraq.

A US military statement gave no
reason for the crash of the CH-46 Sea
Knight, which wentdown near Fallujah
in Anbar province, about 20 miles from
Baghdad. However, at the Pentagon,
three Marine Corps officials said the
troop-transport helicopter was in
flames when it went down, with the
pilot appearing to attempt a hasty
landing but losing control as the air-
craftdescended.

On Wednesday, US military
spokesman Major General William
Caldwell said that implementation of
the Baghdad stabilisation plan was
now fully underway.

"The plan is being fully imple-
mented as we speak," he told report-

rs.

Caldwell emphasized that Iraqi
commander Lieutenant General
Abboud Qanbar "is in charge" of the
operation, eventually expected to

involve some 80,000 Iragi and US
troops.

Security was stepped up across
the city, and columns of armoured
vehicles patrolled the perilous road
between Baghdad International
Airportand the city centre.

The Iragi government has not yet
announced the start of the offensive,
but the newspaper Az-Zaman noted
that six million primary and secondary
school students were sitting for mid-
year exams across the country, and a
slew of checkpoints would make that
process much more difficult.

The exams run until on February
15.

Most details on the security plan
were provided by US officials.

US Major General Kenneth
Hunzeker, who oversees training of
Iraqi police, said each of Baghdad's
nine administrative districts would host
an Iragi army brigade along with Iraqi
police forces and a US battalion.

The brigades typically number
5,000 or so men, while a battalion
generally comprises between 300 and
500troops.

The police stations would integrate
with or be supplemented by joint
security stations manned around the
clock by Iraqi-US units, Caldwell said.

"They'll be down in the neighbour-
hoods this time," he said, referring to
US forces, which had previously
patrolled the streets of Baghdad
before returning to large and well-
secured bases.

Caldwell stressed that the opera-
tions "will be done equitably across the
city," targetting Shia militia strongholds
like Sadr City as well as Sunni rebel
bastions.

"I think you're going to see a joint
security station within the Sadr City
area ... you're going to see patrols
being conducted within the Sadr City
area,"he said. (AFP,AP)

Power import
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proposals, such as bringing
power from India, for instance,
through the power transmission,"
Senga told reporters after the
meeting.

He said the ADB wants to make
sure that the technical and imple-
mentation regimes are in place for
ensuring sustainable power sup-
ply to each and every customer
here.

A feasibility study has been
prepared on the proposal with the
support of the USAID, and ADB is
collaborating with the USAID.
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