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T O D A Y

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary wind is likely 
at one or two places over the country in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm 
today.

Light to moderate fog may occur at places over the river basins of 
the country during late night until early morning, Met Office said in a 
forecast.

It said night temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the 
country.

Highest temperature 29.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday 
at Khulna and lowest 15.6 degree Celsius at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:48pm today and rises at 6:37am 
tomorrow. 

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
             i n  c e l s i u s                       
percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka  27.4  17.5  78  77
Chittagong  19.0  15.8  94  88 
Rajshahi  25.2  18.7  96  84
Khulna  29.8  20.0  96  71
Barisal  29.0  17.0  90  80 
Sylhet  22.5  16.1  88  79
Cox's Bazar  27.0  19.4  87  77

UNB,  Dhaka

Rain likely

Meeting
South Asians for Human Rights 
organises a consultation meeting on 
'Right to transparent governance: 
Bangladesh perspective'. Venue: 
Cirdap auditorium. Time: 2:00pm.

Dialogue
Centre for Policy Dialogue and South 
Asia Centre for Policy Studies organise 
a dialogue on 'The concept and outline 
plan for a South Asian University'. 
Venue: Cirdap auditorium. Time: 
9:30am.

T O D A Y

DHAKASonargaon 
programme on 
Valentine's Day 
Pan Pacific Sonargaon has taken a 
number of programmes for its 
guests to celebrate the Valentine's 
Day at the hotel on February 14, 
says a press release.

As you step into the hotel with 
your valentine, the hotel staff will 
take your photograph over a big 
heart as the background which you 
can collect within the next two days 
from the lobby, and there are other 
more services offered on the day.

Second 
Graduate Forum 
for MPH 
graduating class 
The Brac University James P Grant 
School of Public Health organised 
the Second Graduate Forum for 
the MPH graduating class of 2006-
07 at Sasakawa Auditorium, 
ICDDR,B on Saturday with Vice 
Chancellor Professor Jamilur Reza 
Chowdhury in the chair, says a 
press release. 

The Forum was opened with a 
welcome address by Dean of the 
School of Public Health, Dr AMR 
Chowdhury. Professor David Sack, 
executive director of ICDDR,B also 
spoke on the occasion. 

Dr Demissie Habte, interna-
tional director of the School of 
Public Health delivered the key-
note address. He stressed the 
importance of maintaining the 
School as a centre of excellence 
and the need to have an active staff 
development programme.

FH Abed presented the FH 
Abed Award for the best overall 
performance to Amit Bhandari, an 
international student from Nepal. 
Professor Jamilur Reza pre-
sented the Allan Rosenfield Award 
for the best overall performance 
to Nasima Selim, a national stu-
dent. 

Death anniversary
Today is the 3rd 
death anniver-
sary of Prof Dr 
ABM Mafizul 
Islam Patwari, 
former teacher 
of Department 
of Law of Dhaka 
University and 

founder of Dhaka International 
University, says a press release.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani 
and milad mahfil will be held at his 
home at Moniram village under 
Sundarganj Police Station in 
G a i b a n d h a  a n d  a t  D e v i  
Chowdhurani of Rangpur.

STAR REPORT

At least sixteen people were killed 
and 66 others injured in separate 
road  acc iden ts  i n  Dhaka ,  
Manikganj, Kushtia, Chittagong, 
Jessore, Patuakhali, Satkhira and 
Gaibandha yesterday.

UNB reports: Four people were 
killed in separate road accidents in 
the city yesterday and Sunday 
night.

In Badda area, an unidentified 
man, aged about 22, was run over 
by a truck at about 5:00am yester-
day while he was crossing the road. 

Another man, aged about 55, 
was crushed under wheels of a 
minibus in front of Mohakhali Setu 
Bhaban at 10:30pm on Sunday.

In Gulshan area, MA Matin, 57, 
a resident of 46/6 Kamal Atartuk 
road was crushed under the wheels 
of a Pajero jeep near his house at 
10:00pm on Sunday.

Pran Chandra Das, 33, son of 
Sunil Chandra Das of Pallabi area, 
died on the spot when a bus 
knocked him down on the street in 
Pallabi area at about 11:30pm on 
Sunday.

Police recovered the bodies and 
sent them to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital morgue for 
autopsy.

Another report from Manikganj 
says: An unidentified man was 
killed and 35 others were injured 
when a night coach fell into a road-
side ditch on Dhaka-Aricha 
Highway in Nayadingi area of the 
district early yesterday.

Witnesses said the accident 

occurred at 3:30am when the driver 
of the bus lost control over the 
steering.

The injured were admitted to the 
district Sadar Hospital.

Our Correspondent f rom 
Kushtia adds: Four people were 
killed in a road accident in Kushtia 
yesterday. 

The dead were identified as 
Babu, 50, and his sons Shihab, 16, 
Ramjan, 28 and Shukanta, 23. 

The accident occurred when a 
Rajshahi-bound passenger bus 
from Kushtia hit two bi-cycles at 
around 8:30pm near Jugia in 
Palpara in Kushtia, leaving four bi-
cycle riders dead on the spot.

The bodies were sent to Kushtia 
General Hospital Morgue for 
autopsy.

Police seized the bus near 
Bheramara.

Our CU CORRESPONDENT 
adds: Three people were killed and 
another was injured in a road acci-
dent at Maijjartek area under 
Karnaphuli Police Station yesterday.

 One of the dead was identified 
as Bela Chowdhury, 50, wife of 
Gopal Chowdhury of Patiya upazila 
while identity of two others could 
not be known immediately. The 
injured was identified as Shirin 
Akhter, 33.

 Sources said the accident 
occurred when a Cox's Bazar-
bound passenger bus collided 
head-on with a tempo at the area at 
around 12.15pm.

 The unidentified persons, Bela 
and Shirin were rushed to 

Chittagong Medical College 
Hospital (CMCH) where the on-
duty doctors declared the two 
unidentified persons and Bela 
dead.

 Shirin was undergoing treat-
ment at the hospital.

Police detained the bus and 
tempo while the drivers managed 
to flee. 

BSS from Jessore adds: One 
person was killed and 24 others 
were injured, two of them seriously, 
in a road accident in Jessore in the 
early hours of yesterday.

Police and hospital sources 
said, the accident occurred when a 
speeding bus hit another bus 
standing in front of Kesabpur 
College on Jessore-Satkhira road.

Both the buses were carrying 
homebound devotees from Biswa 
Ijtema in Tongi.

One of the devotees was killed 
on the spot. 

Two seriously injured were 
rushed to Khulna Medical College 
and Hospital as their condition 
deteriorated.

The rest were released after first 
aid at a local clinic.

Our  cor respondent  f rom 
Patuakhali adds: One boy was 
killed and another injured in a road 
accident on Patuakhali-Kuakata 
Road here yesterday.

The dead was identified as 
Rasel, 7, son of Saidur of 
Shakharia area under Amtali 
upazila. He was rushed to Amtali 
Upazila Health Complex where on-
duty doctor declared her death at 
3:00pm.

The accident occurred at about 
10:30am when a Patuakhali-bound 
motorcycle from Amtali upazila 
headquarters hit the boy when he 
was crossing the road at Ghatkhali 
area. The motorcycle fell into the 
roadside ditch.

Of the injured, Hashem, 40, 
owner of the motorcycle, was 
rushed to Patuakhali General 
Hospital where he is fighting for life.

Our Correspondent f rom 
Satkhira adds: One person was 
killed in a road accident when a bus 
ran over him in front of M/s Eureka 
Filling Station at Kalaroa on 
Satkhira-Jessore road.

The victim was identified as 
Anisur Rahman, 25 son of Ansar Ali 
of village Komorpur in Kalaroa 
upazila. 

Quoting local people police said 
the bus ran over Anis while he was 
crossing the road, leaving him dead 
on the spot.

Our  cor respondent  f rom 
Gaibandha reports: One person 
was killed and five others sustained 
injuries when a speeding coach 
crashed them on Bogra-Dinajpur 
highway yesterday.

Gobindaganj police said a 
Ghoraghat-bound passenger 
coach hit one Farhad, 32, leaving 
him dead on the spot. The coach 
also knocked five pedestrians 
standing on the sidewalk. The five 
were rushed to Gobindaganj 
Health Complex in serious condi-
tion.

The driver and helper of the 
coach managed to escape.

Road crashes kill 16, injure 66

Appeal for help
Wahidul Haq 
Murad, a resi-
dent of Mirpur in 
D h a k a ,  h a s  
sought financial 
help for  h is  
treatment as he 
h a s  b e e n  
suffering from 

osteomyelitis, a serious infection in 
bone, which results in destruction of 
the bone, says a press release.

Murad, 46, has been suffering 
from the infection since he was 
severely injured in a road accident 
three years ago. The disease has 
diminished his ability to move.    

He underwent operations sev-
eral times on his legs, but his condi-
tion did not improve.   

Doctors have advised him to go 
abroad for better treatment. 
Otherwise, he would lose his ability 
to move.  

Murad, a father of two school-
going girls, has already spent all his 
savings to bear the cost of his treat-
ment and is now facing severe 
financial hardship.  

He appealed to generous people 
to extend a helping hand so that he 
can live a normal life again.

Contributions can be sent to 
Savings Account No. 8720, Janata 
Bank, Section-10 Branch, Mirpur, 
Dhaka.

PHOTO: STAR 

Police produce four people, arrested by the joint forces in the early hours of Sunday, in the CMM's Court in the city yesterday. Clockwise from top left are 
Swechhasebak League General Secretary Pankaj Devnath, former lawmaker Lotus Kamal, BTTB CBA leader Feroz Mia and Swechhasebak League leader Razzak.   

Ibn Sina opens 
Shushmita for 
cleft lipped 
patients
Ibn Sina Trust announced the name 
for its new project Shushmita that 
specialises in cleft-lips treatment at 
a press conference on Sunday, says 
a press release. 

With the help of this project, poor 
and helpless cleft lipped boys and 
girls will get operation free of 
charge. There are needy and help-
less families who cannot get their 
daughters married because they 
have cleft lips. Ibn Sina Trust has 
taken the initiative particularly to 
support them.

There is a large number of cleft-
lipped young girls in the country. 
Above all if a cleft-lipped young 
woman comes from a poor family 
and reaches the age of marriage, 
there is no end to their misery. As 
they cannot afford expensive cos-
metic surgery, the parents cannot 
bring a smile on their daughter's 
face. Moreover it is almost impossi-
ble to get them married.  

In this case the boys with the 
same deformity are equal sufferers. 
It was seen in a survey, that one in 
every 500 births suffer from this 
deformity in Bangladesh. This 
complication arises usually from 
lack of Vitamin A and Folic Acid. 
Also, there are some medicines that 
reduce the level of Folic Acid and 
Vitamin A in the body. Whereas with 
a simple operation that takes only 
45 minutes, a cleft lipped patient can 
lead normal and healthy life.

Shushmita was established to 
help the deprived cleft lipped 
patients. Mir Quasem Ali, member, 
Admin of Ibn Sina Trust, hopes that 
this project will continue with its 
noble effort in the future. He espe-
cially mentioned the name of Plastic 
Surgeon Professor Dr Syed 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, head of Burn 
Unit of Dhaka Medical College. 
Quasem said, “For his contribution 
in this noble endeavor we are 
indebted to him.”

At the inauguration ceremony of 
Shushmita, Ibn Sina Trust members 
ANMA Zaher, Member Finance, 
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 Finance Adviser Dr AB Mirza Azizul Islam presides over a meeting of Advisers Committee on Economic Affairs at 
Secretariat in the city yesterday.

BSS, Dhaka

Reiterating the commitment of the 
caretaker government to uphold 
freedom of the press, Adviser for 
Information Barrister Mainul 
Hosein yesterday said under the 
emergency no embargo has been 
imposed on media. 

He said in our all actions we 
are trying to uphold the rule of law 
and freedom of the press.

He said this at a meeting with 
the leaders of  Bangladesh 
Federal Union of Journalists 
(BFUJ) and Dhaka Union of 
J o u r n a l i s t s  ( D U J )  a t  t h e  
Information Ministry.

Mainul urged the journalists to 
practise journalism by protecting 
image of the country.

“We should give the image of 
the country highest priority and 
we should not publish everything 
in the newspaper, which would be 
harmful to the interest of the 
nation,” he said.

The adviser said the govern-
ment has been contemplating to 
activate the Press Council to set 
guidelines for newspapers and 
look into the matters of freedom of 
the press.

Terming the state of emer-
gency as a very short unusual 
step, he said, nobody wants 
emergency and the things those 
are being done during emergency 

are not delightful. But, the state of 
emergency was declared to save 
the country's democracy, he said.

Pointing out the main task of 
the caretaker government he said 
the government wants to hold a 
free, fair and acceptable election.

“So, we wanted to constitute an 
Election Commission on which 
the countrymen can restore their 
confidence,” he said, adding, “the 
caretaker government will extend 
all support to the commission to 
hold the next election as early as 
possible.

About the arrest of the political 
leaders the law adviser said the 
allegations against them would be 
verified by the concerned agen-
cies as early as possible.

Anti-Corruption Commission 
(ACC) will see the graft cases and 
the guilty persons would be tried 
in regular courts giving emphasis 
on speedy trial, he said.

“No special court will be consti-
tuted for the trial of the graft cases 
and the convicted persons will 
have the scope for appeal in the 
higher court,” he said, adding the 
present government will do noth-
ing violating the constitutional 
rights of the people.

Appreciating the actions of the 
caretaker government the BFUJ 
and DUJ leaders taking step for 
reducing the tax on newsprint 

import. They also urged for giving 
telephone facility and power to 
newspaper industry at a reduced 
rate.

They also urged the informa-
tion adviser to announce the sixth 
wage board award for journalists 
and newspaper employees with-
out any delay.

President of BFUJ Mozammel 
Haque, Secretary General Ruhul 
Amin Gazi, and DUJ General 
Secretary Sardar Farid Ahmed 
were present.

Secretary of the Ministry of 
Information Didarul Anwar and 
senior officials were present at the 
meeting.

AFP, Kabul

Afghan authorities yesterday 
dropped leaflets warning Taliban 
rebels occupying a remote town to 
leave or be forced out, as thousands 
of residents fled fearing an offensive 
by Nato-led troops. 

Scores of Islamist Taliban fighters 
stormed Musa Qala in the southern 
province of Helmand late Thursday, 
overwhelming a weak police force 
and disbanding the town council of 
tribal elders. 

The onslaught came about four 
months after British troops agreed to 
pull out of the district deep in 
Afghanistan's opium country, in a 
deal that was treated with scepticism 
by both Afghan and US officials. 

"The police of the province have 
air-dropped some leaflets into the 
district that clearly stated they must 
leave and let the people to live in 

peace," said interior ministry spokes-
man Zemarai Bashary. 

"It was stated, 'If you don't leave 
yourself, the government will soon 
take a decision and choose an option 
to bring security into the district.'" 

Bashary said it was not clear how 
many Taliban were in the area but 
"getting rid of them is not a big issue" 
with the government supported by 
the 35,000-s t rong Nato- led 
International Security Assistance 
Force (Isaf). 

"We will take a decision how to 
bring security back there in the near 
future," he said. 

About 1,500 families had fled 
following the takeover, perhaps the 
most significant of a series of similar 
occupations by the Taliban of remote 
areas of southern Afghanistan in 
recent months. 

Taliban warned to leave 
town as residents flee 

TK 15 LAKH BRIBING

Fatullah police 
finally records 
case against 
three cops
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

Fatullah police finally recorded a 
case yesterday against the three 
police officers caught in the act of 
taking Tk 15 lakh bribe on January 
30 and the two Abul Khair Group 
officials who gave them the bribe at 
the same police station. 

Deputy Director of Rapid Action 
Battalion (Rab) Abu Sadek filed a 
case on January 31 against the 
three policemen but their col-
leagues had recorded a general 
diary (GD) instead. 

Additional Superintendent of 
Police (ASP) Masud Karim told 
journalists yesterday that they 
recorded the case after getting the 
required permission from Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC). 
The ACC would investigate the 
case, he added. 

Joint forces arrested officer-in-
charge of Fatullah Police Station 
Ashraf Ul Islam, sub-inspectors 
(SIs) Enamul Haq, and Siraj Al 
Mahmud in connection with taking 
bribe. 

And the two Abul Khair Group 
officials are Mostafizur Rahman 
and Zakir Hossain.

Distr ict  administrat ion on 
January 29 seized a huge quantity 
of rotten wheat, which Abul Khair 
Group had imported, in five cargo-
vessels and at a warehouse in 
Aliganj.

The two high-ranking officials of 
Abul Khair Group went to Fatullah 
Police Station on January 30 and 
bribed the police officers so that 
they go easy on them while filing 
the case. However, joint forces, on 
secret information, appeared at the 
station and caught them in the act. 
They recovered the money as well.  

The three police officers and the 
two Abul Khair Group officials are 
behind bars in the district. 

3 pedestrians 
injured in city 
cocktail blast
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

At least three passers-by were 
injured in a cocktail (light home-
made bomb) blast under the 
Second Buriganga Bridge in the 
city's Kotwali area.

The injured Salahuddin, 40, 
Selim, 30, and Samir Chandra, 16, 
are undergoing treatment at Sir 
Sal imul lah Medica l  Col lege 
Hospital.

Kotwali police said a cocktail was 
blasted under the Buriganga Bridge 
near Mitford Hospital at about 
12:30am. 

The source of the cocktail could 
not be known. 

BRAC UNIVERSITY

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Members of the joint forces here 
yesterday urged businessmen to 
ensure timely delivery of the 
imported goods from warehouses 
and help maintain steady supply of 
essential commodities in the mar-
ket.

Speaking at a coordination 
meeting, they said their ongoing 
drive is launched against hoarding 
and adulteration.

“The drive aims at ensuring 
uninterrupted supply of essential 
commodities and other items in the 
market without harassing honest 
importers who help keep the mar-
ket steady,” they said.

The representatives of the joint 
forces encouraged the honest 
importers and traders for going on 
with their usual imports and market 
activities while helping to identify 
the dishonest ones indulging in 
hoarding and adulteration.

Around one hundred importers, 
warehouse owners and traders 
concerned were present at the 
coordination meeting facilitated by 
Chittagong Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (CCCI), the apex body 
of the business community in the 
port city.

The meeting instructed the 
importers and traders to preserve 
all legal documents including 
copies of L/C, quality or standard 
certificate, packing list, invoice, bill 
of lading and list showing quantity 
of commodities or other items 
stocked to present those during the 
drive and avert seizure.

Earlier, the participants at the 
meeting observed that failure in 
producing documents created 
misunderstandings that already 

caused unnecessary and uncalled 
for hassle to some honest import-
ers and traders.

They argued that a portion of the 
imported commodities or goods 
sometimes get damaged due to 
seepage of water or some other 
reasons in the ships.

On arrival of the consignments, 
all importers entrust the warehouse 
owners with the responsibility of 
storing and preserving the 
imported commodities, they added.

They said imported items of 
different importers are stocked   
together in a single warehouse 
without examining if there are any 
rotten or damaged ones. 

At the same time, the honest 
importers can hardly know that 
there was item hoarded by dishon-
est importers in the same ware-
house where their goods are being 
preserved for timely marketing, 
they added. 

But during the ongoing drive, the 
detection of hoarded commodities 
or  p resence o f  some ro t-
ten/damaged items caused seizure 
of all goods in the warehouse, they 
alleged.

Referring to the misunderstand-
ing, the Brigadier General who led  
the joint-forces in the meeting, said, 
“As an ordinary consumer when I 
see some rotten or damaged items 
are lying beside some fresh ones, I 
have reasons to apprehend that 
they are meant for adulteration.”

He, however, advised the hon-
est importers who might have fallen 
victims to such situation, to pro-
duce all the relevant documents 
before the joint-forces through the 
Chittagong chamber to get back 
their seized goods, if there is any. 

The Brigadier also urged the 

importers to determine the quantity 
of damaged portion, if there is any, 
before sending the imported com-
modities to warehouse for preser-
vation.

Seeking cooperation to make 
the drive a success he asked the 
businessmen to help identify the 
dishonest importers and hoarders.

He also urged the businessmen 
to inform the joint-forces to take 
action against the evil practice of 
hoarding and ensure normal flow of 
supply in the market.

CCCI President Saifuzzaman 
Chowdhury moderated the coordi-
nation meeting where Senior Vice-
president MA Latif, Vice-president 
Mahbub Alam, FBCCI and CCCI 
Director Amirul Haq and Mahbub 
Ali also spoke. 

The CCCI leaders held another 
meeting with the importers, ware-
house owners and others con-
cerned.

CCCI President Saifuzzaman 
called upon them to preserve all the 
documents related with the import 
and storage in the warehouses.

The meeting laid emphasis on 
the checking of warehouses by the 
importers before sending the 
imported goods there for storage. 

The business leaders also 
decided to ensure uninterrupted 
supply of goods to the market and 
bring their prices within the reach of 
the common consumers.

To monitor and coordinate the 
import and market activities the 
meeting also formed a three-
member committee comprising 
CCCI directors Amirul Haq, Syed 
Jamal Ahmed and Mahbub Ali.

Ensure uninterrupted supply 
of essentials in market
Members of the joint forces urge Ctg Businessmen 

DU admission 
test under Gha 
unit Feb 9
 STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

The admission test for first year 
(Hons) courses under Gha-unit of 
Dhaka University (DU) for the aca-
demic session 2006-07 will be held 
on February 9 at 10:00am, says a 
press release.

A total of 34,932 candidates 
including 86 GCE students will sit for 
the test at 52 centres. 

The seat plan has been put up on 
the notice board of the arts building.

The test of GCE students will be 
held at room no 301 of Lecture 
Theatre building. 

The seat plan can also be viewed at 
DU website-www.univdhaka.edu

Applications of 1538 candidates 
have been rejected for not fulfilling 
the necessary conditions for admis-
sion test, the release added.

Meanwhile, a separate press 
release of business studies faculty 
said 93 applications for admission test 
of first year BBA course under Ga-unit 
for 2006-07 session have also been 
rejected for same reasons. 

BSF abducts 
Bangladeshi
 OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Indian Border Security Force 
(BSF) abducted a Bangladeshi 
farmer while he was working in his 
paddy field near Taluigachha border 
under Sadar upazila of the district 
yesterday. 

He has been identified as 
Ekramul Haque, 35, son of Abdul 
Hamid of village Taluigachha. 

Soon after the incident, BDR sent 
a letter to Amudia BSF camp at North 
24 Parganas district protesting the 
abduction. BSF yet to respond the 
letter. 

No embargo imposed on media
Mainul tells journalists' leaders

Prof Harun made 
Bangla Academy 
president 
DU CORRESPONDENT 

P r o f  
M o h a m m a d  
H a r u n - o r -
R a s h i d  h a s  
been appoin-
ted new presi-
dent of Bangla 
Academy for 
two years, a 
press release 

said.
He was a former director general 

of Bangla Academy.
Prof Rashid took his honours 

and master 's degrees from 
Cambridge University.

Born in 1939, he was a former 
professor  of  Jahangi rnagar  
Un i ve rs i t y  and  Ch i t t agong  
University. 

He was teaching at North South 
University prior to his new assignment.
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