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Amar Ekushey Granthamela
A feast for bookworms

Ekushey Boi Mela

Organiser: BanglaAcademy
Venue: BanglaAcademy premises
Date: February 1-28

Month-long book fair to be
inaugurated today at2:30pm

National Street
Theatre Festival

Organisers: Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation & Bengal
Foundation

Venue: Central Shaheed Minar
Date: February 2-7

Time: 4:00pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: In Quest of Truth and Beauty
Artist: Samarjit Roy Choudhury
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, House no-275/F,
Road no-27 (Old), Dhanmondi

Date: January 28-February 10

Time: 12:00pm-8:00pm

Folk Festival 2007

Organiser. Bangladesh Folk Arts
and Crafts Foundation

Venue: Bangladesh Folk Arts and
Crafts Foundation, Sonargaon

Date: February 3-17

Group Art Show

Title: Appointment 2007
Venue: Shilpangan, Road 3,
House 26

Date: February 5-18

Time: 10:00am-1:00pm &
5:00pm-9:00pm

Environmental Films

Screening

Venue: German Cultural Centre,
House-10, Road-9, Dhanmondi
Date: February 4-8

Time: 4pm onwards

AHSAN HABIB

L | MAR Ekushey Grantha-
mela 2007" is in full swing
on its first week. Enthusias-

tic crowds thronged the Bangla

Academy premises over the week-

end as several newly published

books hit the stalls.

'Amar Ekushey Granthamela',
the largest book fair in Bangladesh,
is closely linked to the cultural
struggles of the people of Bangla-
desh.

The fair commemorates the
Language Movement of 1952 that
provided a momentum for cultural
development in the country. The fair
began in the post-Independence
Bangladesh as part of the efforts to
culturally awaken the nation.

The first Ekushey book fair was
held under the open sky in 1972. In
the following years a few publishers
opened up stalls near the gates of
the academy and received consid-
erable public attention. As the
number of visitors increased,
Bangla Academy formally recog-
nised the fair as 'Granthamela'
(book fair) in 1978. In 1984, rules for

the book fair were formulated and it
was named 'Amar Ekushey
Granthamela'. Ever since, the fair is
held similarly as a national cultural
event.

This year a total of 400 stalls have
been allotted to 255 publication
houses and some voluntary, gov-
ernment and non-government
organisations. This year authorities
reduced the number of stalls to
provide the visitors more space to
roam around on the premises.

Since almost all the notable
publishing houses participate in this
month-long book fair, almost any
book that is published from Bangla-
desh is available at the fair. In all
likelihood, over 1,000 new books
will be on sale at the fair this year.
The book fair also features old and
valuable books.

'Amar Ekushey Granthamela' is
not solely about books. Books may
be the central point of the occasion
but many view it as a venue for a
light adda. Moreover, it also brings
together writers, readers and pub-
lishers on a common platform.
Prominent names such as
Humayun Ahmed, Muhammad

Views (top and bellow) of the book fair

are regular visitors to the fair.

Little Magazine corner is another
attraction for visitors at the book fair,
especially the youth activists as the
magazines contains works of experi-
mental nature.

A number of innovative
programmes, including discussions
and cultural events, are being held
everyday at the academy stage where
eminent litterateurs and academicians
take part.

A sculpture (made of bronze and
terracotta) titled Moder Garab, by
Mohammed Mafidul Alam Khan,
containing busts of five Language
Movement martyrs -- Rafig, Salam,
Jabbar, Barkat and Shafiur -- was
unveiled at the Bangla Academy
premises on the first day of the fair.

Chief Adviser to the caretaker
government Fakhruddin Ahmed
inaugurated the month-long fair on
February 1.

The fair remains open from 3:00pm
to 9:00pm everyday. However, on
Fridays, the fair is open from 11:00am
with a two-hour break from 12:00
noon. On February 21, the fair will
continue from 8:00am to 9:00pm
without any break. All books at the fair
are sold at 30 percent discount.
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Zafar Igbal, Emdadul Haque Milon
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Last episode of the drama serial Ramizer Aaina will be aired tonight at
8:25pm. Written and directed by Shihab Shahin, Ramizer Aaina features
Ramiz, an uncomplicated young man from a rural area working as a junior
executive in an ad firm in Dhaka. Pran Roy plays the role of Ramiz. Other cast
members include Anisur Rahman Milon, Tinni, Hillol and others
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Street Theatre Festival

Weeklong Jatiyo Patho Natok
begins

Utsab '07

Actors of Samay Sangsritik Goshti stage Gupta Bidda

KHALID-BIN-HABIB

A seven-day Jatiyo Patho Natok
Utsab 2007 (street theatre festival),
scheduled to be inaugurated on
February 1, began a day late at the
Central Shaheed Minar premises
due to unavoidable circumstances.
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-
tion (BGTF), in association with
Bengal Foundation, has arranged
the festival.

Presided over by Keramat Moula,
the conveynor of the festival com-
mittee, the programme was inaugu-
rated by noted theatre personality
Ramendu Majumder after which a

minute's silence was observed to
pay homage to the language mar-
tyrs.

Other theatre and cultural per-
sonalities such as Golam Kuddus,
general secretary of Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote; Jhuna Chow-
dhury; general secretary of BGTF,
Luva Nahid Chowdhury, managing
director of Bengal Foundation and
Akhter-uz-Zaman, assistant secre-
tary general of BGTF delivered
speeches at the opening session.

The plays staged on the first day
were Gupta Bidda by Samay
Sangsritik Goshti (written by
Dulendro Bhoumik and directed by
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Akhter-uz-Zaman), Khoar by Thea-
tre Art Unit (written and directed by
Saif Shumon) and Khepa Paglar
Pechal by Songshoptak Nattyadal
(written by SM Solaiman and
directed by Sanaullah Haque).

BGTF has been organising the
annual festival in Dhaka for around
20 years. This year 50 theatre
groups from within and outside
Dhaka are expected to perform at
the festival and each day five perfor-
mances would be staged. The
duration of the street plays is less
than 40 minutes. The festival ends
on February 8.

Roman Polanski to direct

Pompeii film

Legendary filmmaker Roman Polanski is to direct
Pompeii, a film adaptation of Robert Harris's best-

selling novel of the same name.

Pompeii tells the story of the eruption of Mount Vesu-
vius in AD 79 through the eyes of a young engineer,
Marcus Attilius, who is sent out to repair the greatest
aqueduct in the Roman Empire, which brings water to
250,000 people on the Bay of Naples. Attilius not only
has to fight the corrupt forces, which control the town of
but ultimately the overwhelming power of

Pompeii,
nature itself.

Filming of the $130 million movie will begin in Italy this

summer.
"l got seduced by the writing...

dependent on visual effects".

The Paris-born director's films include Rosemary's
Baby, Chinatown and The Pianist, for which he won a
best director Oscar in 2002. Last year, he received a
lifetime achievement award from the European Film
Academy. But he gained notoriety in 1977 when he
jumped bail in the US and fled to Europe after being

charged with a lawsuit.

Polanski has been unable to return to the US since

then.

Police said they would arrest the director if he turned
up to collect his Oscar five years ago.

| liked that it was a
thriller, " Polanski told trade magazine Variety.
Polanski said the big-budget film would be "very

Source: BBC

Roman Polanski

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm.9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
9:00pm

News Headlines (English) at9:05pm
RTV

News (Bangla) at 7:00am. 3:00pm.
7:15pm. 10:00pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:30am

BTV 08:30
08:40  Bishwa Protidin 09:30
09:05  Shomapti .
11:15  Drama of the week gg:g
12:30  Drama Serial ’
01:00  Maa O Shishur
Kotha 11:05
01:30  Mati O Manush
02:15  Children's ey
Programme
02:40  Cartoon 01:05
03:30  Shomaroho
04:00  Protidin Computer 01:30
04:30  Khela Dhula
05:05  Debate 01:45
06:10  Prescription 04:05
06:40  Tagore Song 04:25
07:40  Ekush Amar 04:35
Ohonkar 05:30
08:35  Protidin Bangladesh 06:00
09:00  Alochhaya
09:30  Shubarno Otit 06:20
ATN Bangla 07:50
10:30  Talk Show: .
Onnodrishti 09:35
11:15 Roundtable:
Bortoman (el
Totyabodhayok
Shorkarer Koronio 12:00
12:15  Smritir Monikothay
01:30 Shornali Shada Kalo
02:30  Shosagora Konya ntv
04:20  ATN MUSIC 08:35
05:00 Gram Gonjer Khobor 09:05
05:10 Documentary :
Program: Prapok 09:30
06:25  Three Stooges 10:05
08:00  Drama Serial: 10:30
Outdoor 1 : 00
08:40 Drama Serial: Nirey :
Taar Nil Dheu les
09:20 Drama Serial:
Pichhutan ;fg:
Channel i 02:35

Shokaler Gaan
Shangbadpotre
Bangladesh
Public Reaction
Grameenphone
Tritiomatra
Ebong Cinemar
Gaan

Citycell Taroka
Kathan

Ebong Cinemar
Gaan
Shangbadpotre
Bangladesh
Public Reaction
Amader Gaan
Nirbachoni Olympiad
Sa Re Ga Ma
Boimela
Anondhara Chaer
Ashor

Mirror

PICK OF THE DAY

Crossings: Muhammad

Yunus

On Discovery Channel at 9:30pm

A special programme on the humanist
who has been involved in fighting

Mega Serial: Bhober poverty
Haat
Drama Serial: Mon
Chhutey Jay
Mega Serial: Jog Bolechhey Jabo Jabo Shathdin Tomorrow 03:45  Drama Serial: Krishno
Beyog 03:15 Bhalobasha 03:30 Drama Serial: 12:00 Bishwa Jurey Pokho
GrameenPhone Mondobasha Shunney Boshobash | 01:00  Aj Potrikay 04:20  Guest
Ajker Shangbad 04:25  Apon Aloy 04:30  Drama Serial: 01:30  Islamic Programme 05:00  Protidiner Boimela
Potro 05:20  Apnar Jigyasha Godhuli Belay 03:40  Drama Serial: Surey 05:30  Diner Sheshey

06:20  Shubho Shondha 06:10  Saaj Bela Aka Chhobi 06:30  Cinebit
Aajker Shokal 08:20  Ramijer Aaina 06:30  Top News 04:20  Aktel Gopshop 08:10  Swapno ChL{ra
Ramizer Aaina 09:50 Drama Serial: 06:45 Itihasher Path 05:10 Prasongik 09:15 Apnar Agami

S Bhalobasha Dhorey 05:30  Gaan Ar Gaan 09:50  Drama Serial: Choitali
g:::g’;:;" & Mondobasha 07:00  Padmoraag 06:00  Ajker Bangladesh Jochhonay Ekti Meye
i e 11:25  Din Dorpon 08:15  Drama Serial 06:30  Swapno Diner Gaan STAR PLUS
Natoker Gaan CHANNEL 1 09:00 Sﬁomoyer Swad 08:00  Wide Angle . 09:00  Vatra
09:30  Cine Tune 08:50  Black and White ) )

Baul Gaan 08:40  Shuprobhat 11:00  Akar Ekar 10:45  Riv Exclussive 09:30  Krishna Kathaiyen
Ki Kotha Tahar Bangladesh ) 10:30  Khichdi
Shathey 09:30  Chokh Mele Dekhi | RV BANGLAVISION 1:00  Khichdi
Ei Shomoy 10:00  Magic Show 09:05  Aj Potrikai 09:05  Desher Pathey 11:30  Great Indian
Japan Video Topic 10:30  Bangla Feature Film | 09:10  Citycell R Music 09:30  Bangla Feature Film laughterchallenge 2
Drama Serial: Megh | 02:00  Bishwa Jurey 10:00  ICT Today or 03:05  AmarAmi 12:30  Ji Pradhan Mantriji

01:00 Maine Pyaar Kyun 08:00  The Kumars At No. 42 05:30 Big Bang
Kiya 08:30  Table For Three 06:00  Humpack Whales
04:30  Musafir Hoon Yaaron 09:30  Oprah Winfrey Show 06:30  Megastructures
05:30 Mickey Mouse And 10:30 Criminal Minds 07:30  Sloth:The 7th Deadly
Friends 11:30 Third Watch Sin
06:00  The Suite Life Of Zack DISCOVERY 08:30  Hyenas Queen
And Cod 09:30  Giant Panda
06:25  Bolly V - Star Plus CHANNEL 10:30  Space Launch
06:30  Lucky 08:30  Wild Discovery 11:30  Betrayed
07:30  Ek Se Badhkar Ek 09:30  Discover India STAR SPORT
08:30  Saibaba 10:30  Sacred India ; :
09:30  Prithviraj Chauhan 11:30  Honey We're Killing 09:00 At .Grand FLE s
10:00  Baa Bahoo Aur Baby The Kids Racing)
10:30  Thodi Si Zameen 12:30 Man Made Marvels 11:30 Malaysia Airlines
Thoda Sa Aasma Asia Football Extra .
11:30 Kelsa 01:30  Wild Discovery 12530 Sports Yatra (Crlcll(et)
STAR MOVIES 02:30 King Cobra And | 01:00 T;vggttﬁ:) International
08:15  Patriot, The 03:30  Extreme Engineering | 4456 Vi1 One Day Interna-
11:00 Star Wars: Ep. Vi - 04:30 W'Id D's°°"‘?ry . tional Series
Return Of The Jedi el ;I;?:Iaya With Wichael 05:30  Master Stroke - Vvs
01:15  Cake Laxman (Cric
03:00  Jacket, The 06530 Mgerkat Manor 06:00  Mtn One(Day Interna-
04:50  Charlie's Angels A ] i fional Series
07:30  Opening Night g;gg ‘g"d D'Sc?"‘:.y | 1000 Hiz (Crickey
07:00  Matador, The : IScovery's Bigges 10:30  Ashes Heroes
08:45  Boogeyman Shows o (Cricket)
10:15  Phantom Below 09:30  Discovery's Biggest 10:55  Le Tour De Langkawi
11:55  The Librarian shows 2007 (Cyclin
10:30  Night Safari )
STAR WORLD 11:30 Seven Wonders Of 11:55 Spanish Football
09:00 According To Jim The Industrial World Ll
09:30  The Simple Life NATIONAL ESPN
10:00  The Simple Life 08:00  Commonwealth Bank
10:30  Commander In Chief | GEOGRAPHIC Series 2006-07
11:30  Heroes 08:30 Kamchatka 01:00  Sportscenter Week In
12:30  Criminal Minds 09:30  Super Predators Review (Spo
01:30  To Be Assigned... 10:30  Forgotten Rhino 01:30  Commonwealth Bank
02:30  Falcon Beach 11:30  Elephant Rage Series 2006-07
03:30  The Apprentice 12:30  The Great Betrayal 05:30  Indian Premier Hockey
04:30  Grey's Anatomy 01:30  What Mafia? League (Fi
05:30  Hollywood Shootouts 02:30  Anamalai 07:30  Indian Premier Hockey
06:00  Travel Asia 03:30  Mid - Air Collision League (Fi
06:30  Commander In Chief 04:30  Nat Geo Junior Hunt 10:00  English Premier
07:30  Malcolm In The Middle | 05:00  Cooper, Wasabe, Frito Football League
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