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CULTURAL FEAST

Solo Art

Exhibition

Title: In Quest of Truth and Beauty
Artist: Samarjit Roy Choudhury
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, House no-
275/F, Road no-27 (Old), Dhanmondi
Date: January 28-February 10

Time: 12:00pm-8:00pm

Classical Dance
and Instrumental

Music Evening
Organiser. Department of
Production, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

January 28 Classical Dance
January 29 Classical Dance
January 31 Classical Music
February 1 Classical Music
Time: 6pm

Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Musical Soiree
Organiser. Ustad Momtaj Ali Khan
Sangeet Academy

Venue: Sufia Kamal Auditorium,
National Museum, Shahbag

Date: January 31

Time: 5pm

Film Screening
Organiser: Indian Cultural Centre
Venue: House# 25,

Road# 96, Gulshan2

Date: January 28
Title: Legend of
Bhagat Singh

Date: January 29
Title: Fanaa

International
Bangla Poetry
Festival kicks off

Bangladeshi poets
take part

A group of renowned poets and
writers led by Syed Shamsul
Haque are taking part in the 1st
International Bangla Poetry
Festival being held at
Purbanchal Sanskriti Kendra in
Kolkata, India, says a press
release. The festival opened
yesterday and will continue till
January 29.

Around 200 Bengali poets
and writers from all over the
world are invited to the festival.
Robiul Hossain, Nirmolendu
Goon, Sajjad Kadir, Nasir
Ahmed, Anowara Syed Haque
among others from Bangladesh
will participate in the festival.
Information and Broadcasting
Minister of India Priyaranjan
Dasmunshi inaugurated the
festival and the chief minister of
West Bengal Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya was present as
the chief guest. Eminent poet
Sunil Gangopadhyay presided
over the inauguration of the

Exhibition
Stark lines that tell a
romantic tale

FAYZA HAQ

O celebrate the 35th
anniversary of Russian-
Bangladesh friendship, an
exhibition of paintings by Kamrul

Islam Nadim is being held at the
Russian Cultural Centre. Yury

Makarov, the first secretary and
head of the Russian Cultural
Centre, said that Nadim's
paintings were simple and
sincere, and that he had
presented local landscapes and
experi-mental figure compositions
with the bright hues of

Viewers at the exhibition

Bangladesh. He added that
Nadim's works included oil, acrylic
and mixed-media on canvas and
paper.

Hamiduzzaman Khan said, "He
has an innovative way of his own
and expresses his personality well
in his lines and colours, in his
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paintings of his trees and his
sketches of dancers. The oils too
have some deep, spiritual, inbuilt
compositions. His individuality
should be praised. Apart from that,
he is known for his modern west-
ern dance lessons. | have great
expectations in him." Ranjit Das
added, "The forms and colours of
his landscape appeal to me."

In his Figure Study- 1and 2,
done in mixed-media, with rhythm
as its theme, he presented female
forms, resting between dances.
The torsos, limbs and skimpy
clothes are done in flat colours
and sketches with purple, brown,
red and gold. The backdrop of
dark swirls of earthy colours
complete one composition. The
other sketch has the poised
women sitting and standing, with
pink and black outlines for figures
where the faces have been left to
the imagination to work upon.
Festival, done in acrylic on canvas
in an Impressionistic way, has
figures with swirling lungis and
shirts, with dhols and draping
buntings to usher in a festive
mood.

Nadim's nature oriented works
bring in tree trunks, branches and
swirls of earth and grass covered
spaces with adream-like effect where
the vibrant images are simplified in
geometrical forms. Despite the stark
lines, there is an element of romanti-
cismin his works.

In his works the artist
expresses his personal experi-
ences as a teacher of dance and a
student of the Fine Arts Depart-
ment, Dhaka University.

Theatre

'Boba Manusher Galpo': Story of oppressed

peasants

ERSHAD KAMoL

Sirajul Islam Siraj's play Boba
Manusher Galpo is not the story
of the mute, rather the tale of the
peasants in rural Bangladesh
who cannot protest against
oppression. Siraj in his play has
created a fantasy world where
the poor peasants rebel against
the landlords to defend their
rights. However, like many such
movements, their rebellion is
ineffective.

Interestingly Siraj in his play
has also criticised the politi-
cians, social workers and intel-
lectuals for their ineffectiveness
in bettering the lot of the peas-
ants. Moreover, Boba Manusher
Galpo asserts that the
oppressed community should
effectively change their fate.
That is why Rahmat, the protag-
onist, encourages the
oppressed peasants to rebel
against Talukdar, the landlord.

However, Siraj's craftsman-
ship and his directorial composi-
tions need to be refined so that

with the strong theme. Most of
the 'scene makings' are haphaz-
ardly done, as if the sole aim of
the play is to deliver a message-
-at the expense of the aesthetic
element.

Set designer Zahid Hossain
Jemi has used a scarecrow
bearing the flag of Bangladesh
on its chest at the middle of the
stage to recreate the tragic story
of oppressed peasants all over
the country. The rest of the
stage remains empty.

Most of the actors need to
develop their potential. Haidar
Mohammad Titu as the rebel-
lious Rahmat needs to be more
convincing.

As part of 'staging plays of the
district level troupes in Dhaka',
jointly arranged by Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation and
Bengal Foundation, Sarathi a
theatre troupe from Rangpur,
staged Boba Manusher Galpo at
Mahila Samity Stage. The play

Event

'Pitha Utsab' creates
enthusiasm in Bogra

HASIBUR RAHMAN BILU, Bogra

Thousands of enthusiastic people
thronged the day-long Pitha Utsab
(winter cake festival) at the century-
old Edward Park in Bogra town, on
Friday last. The event was organ-
ised by Bogra Theatre, along with its
front organisation Bogra Little
Theatre.

This was the first Pitha Utsab in
the district organised by a social
organisation.

A huge quantity of delectable
pithas were sold within a few hours
at the festival. A total of seven pitha
shops named 'Prothoma Pitha'
'‘Bahari' and 'Azizul Haque College
Theatre” were set up at the park
premises. Adelicious array of pithas
were on sale at the Ustab, including
bhapa pitha, pati shapta, dud pitha
and phul pitha at a reasonable
price ranging from Taka 3 to 15,
which attracted the attention of the
masses.

Sabeda Bewa, mother of free-
dom fighter Saidur Rahman, inau-
gurated the festival by lighting the
Aila, an earthen pot, used by the
rural people as a room heater. She
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Visitors at the 'Pitha Utsab'

was appreciative of the initiative of
the organisers.

The Pitha Utsab is an age-old
rural tradition which has made
gradual inroads to the urban areas.
Now the tradition is spreading to the

urban areas as well.

The second phase of the festival
included a prize distribution among
the participants of the cultural
programme as well as art competi-
tors on various pithas.

Channel i will air
another episode
of popular rural-
based drama
serial Bhober
Hat tonight at
7:50pm. Written
by Masum Reza
and directed by
Salahuddin
Lavlu, the serial
revolves around
two estranged
brothers

Buzz

Amitabh signs Rituparno'’s

next project

After working with Jaya Bachchan in
Sunglass, filmmaker Rituparno Ghosh is all
set to direct Amitabh Bachchan for his forth-
coming film. Ghosh has been trying to sign
Bachchan for two years now and finally he
will be directing the veteran actor in his unti-

tled English film.

According to Ghosh, Bachchan will play
an aged, passionate, fading Shakespearean
actor. He is planning to start this film in Feb-
ruary. This will be Amitabh Bachchan's first

full fledged English film.

Bachchan's releases this year include
Vidhu Vinod Chopra's Eklavya-The Royal
Guard, Ram Gopal Verma's Nishabd and

Balakrishnan's Cheeni Kum.

festival. the audience can empathise A scene from the play was staged on January 26. Source: Internet Amitabh Bachchan
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