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BITS AND BOBS   TOP SIX
Team P W D L GF GA Pts
Man United 8 6 1 1 17 5 19
Chelsea 8 6 1 1 13 4 19
Bolton 8 5 2 1 9 4 17
Portsmouth 8 5 1 2 12 3 16
Arsenal 7 4 2 1 11 4 14
Aston Villa 8 3 5 0 10 5 14

Athletics

Basketball

Chess

Table tennis

FIXTURES FIXTURES 

Boxing

10x3

PHOTO: AFP

Aston Villa manager Martin O' Neill (C) unveils his latest signings John Carew (L) and Ashley Young at Villa Park on 
Thursday.

PHOTO: INTERNET

Roma captain Francesco Totti (L) congratulates midfielder David Pizzaro on 
scoring a goal in their enthralling two-all draw in their Italian Cup match 
against Milan at the San Siro on Thursday.

AFP, Madrid

Barcelona coach 
Frank Ri jkaard 
refuses to see his 
team as the title 
favourites despite 
history showing 
that the leaders at 
the halfway point 

have gone on to win the Spanish 
championship in 10 of the last 12 
seasons. 

"It's too soon to talk about that. 
There are four or five other teams 
who are candidates," said the 
Dutchman, mindful of the fact that a 
one point advantage at the top of the 
table doesn't guarantee success. 

Barcelona are the only one of the 
top four teams playing at home this 
weekend and could make signifi-
cant progress towards winning La 
Liga for the third consecutive year 
by beating struggling Celta Vigo on 
Sunday. 

Celta have not won in their last 
eight league games and slipped 
down the table. 

"The team is frustrated. We didn't 
think we were going to be in this 
position at the start of the season," 
admitted Celta defender Borja 
Oubina.  

To add to Celta's difficulties, the 
Galicians will be without the sus-
pended Pablo Contreras and Iriney 
while Pablo Garcia, on loan from 
Real Madrid, is doubtful with a left 
thigh strain. 

Second-placed Sevilla have 38 
points and are just ahead of Real 

Madrid on goal difference but have 
yet to win in 2007. 

However, last season's UEFA 
Cup winners will be hoping to end 
that dismal run at Levante on 
Sunday. 

"We've slipped in the last few 
weeks but every competition is still 
open to us," said striker Adriano. 

The often-inspirational Adriano 
believes he will play at Levante, who 
are just one place above the relega-
tion zone, despite suffering a dislo-
cated shoulder in last week's 0-0 
draw at Villarreal. 

"I've still got some inflammation 
but there are several days to do and 
I should be fit by Sunday," said the 
Brazilian. 

"However, I think we've got a 
hard game ahead of us. Teams in 
their position (Levante) are now 
going to be fighting to get them-
selves out of trouble." 

Last week, Levante welcomed 
back Irish international defender Ian 
Harte for his first game after injury 
and he should get further match 
practice thanks to the suspension of 
Alexis Suarez. 

Real Madrid, despite all the off-
the-pitch turmoil concerning their 
departing 'galacticos'  David 
Beckham and Ronaldo, have 
started to show better form by 
winning their last two games. 

Coach Fabio Capello will be 
looking to continue that trend at 
Villarreal on Saturday and received 
the good news on Thursday that 
both Sergio Ramos and Gonzalo 
Higuain should be fit for the trip to 

last season's Champions League 
semi-finalists. 

The pair both received heavy 
knocks in the 1-0 win at Real 
Mallorca on Sunday but were finally 
training normally on Thursday. 

Valencia are the current team in 
form and have strung together six 
consecutive wins to move them 
back into contention in fourth place. 

The 2002 and 2004 champions 
are now just three points adrift of 
leaders Barcelona and will see 
whether seven is their lucky number 
at relegation-threatened Real Betis 
on Sunday. 

The match will see Valencia's 
Joaquin Sanchez return for the first 
time to Betis, where he was an icon 
after playing more than 200 league 
matches in six seasons at the club 
where he started his career, since 
his move last summer.  Valencia 
(2000) 

AFP, Berlin

German league 
leaders Werder 
B r e m e n  h o s t  
H a n o v e r  o n  
Sunday in their 
first match after 
the winter break 
w i t h  c o a c h  
Thomas Schaaf 

hopeful German international 
Miroslav Klose will make the line-up. 

Werder Bremen's 4-2 away 
victory and then 5-0 win at home in 
their last matches against Hanover 
augur well for the northern port club. 

And Schaaf is hopeful striker 
Klose will be back to full fitness. 

"We will have to see how his 
body holds up but I'm hoping for 
something positive," he told the 
club's official website. "It would be 
very important to us if he could play 
and it's looking really good." 

The Weser stadium is already 
sold-out for Sunday's game at 
1600GMT. 

And Bremen skipper Frank 
Baumann, who had been out of 
action for two months through injury, 
had a successful run out against 
Mattersburg two weeks ago and has 

been in full training since. 
"He (Baumann) was out for a 

long time and will need a certain 
period to acclimatise to get back to 
complete fitness, but he is very 
close to being back," Schaaf said. 

Though Werder outclassed 
Hanover in their previous two 
games, Schaaf said the results did 
not do enough justice to Hanover. 

"I'm not thinking about the last 
home game. We have to deal with 
the present," Schaaf added. 

"Perhaps they will play with a 
lone striker and a deep midfield 
behind which would not make it 
easy for us." 

Hanover had an up-and-down 
time in the first half of the season. 

In their first three matches, the 
Reds, led by Peter Neururer, lost 4-2 
to Bremen and had two other 
defeats leaving them at the bottom 
of the table which resulted in 
Neururer's departure. 

Hanover then took on former 
player of the club Dieter Hecking 
who turned around their fortunes. 

However they are only five points 
above third-from-bottom Borussia 
Monchengladbach in the first rele-
gation spot. 

In other matches of the weekend, 

second-placed Schalke 04 who are 
behind Bremen on goal difference, 
travel to Eintracht Frankfurt on 
Saturday and fourth-placed VfB 
Stuttgart visit Nuremberg. 

In Friday's big match, Borussia 
Dortmund must do without captain 
and central defender Christian 
Woerns at home to Bayern Munich, 
who are in third place and three 
points behind leaders Bremen. 

Woerns ripped his right calf 
muscle in training on Wednesday 
and will be out of action for three 
weeks. Dortmund's Sebastian Kehl 
is also out with a knee injury. 

 Leverkusen, Werder Bremen v 
Hanover 

AFP, Manchester

O l e  G u n n a r  
Solskjaer has 
w a r n e d  
Portsmouth to 
expect the full 
f o r c e  o f  
M a n c h e s t e r  
United's frustra-
tion following 
last weekend's 

last minute defeat to Arsenal. 
Harry Redknapp's side will 

become the first team to face 
United since their Emirates 
Stadium disappointment when they 
visit Old Trafford for the FA Cup 
fourth round tie. 

United's defeat to Thierry 
Henry's stoppage-time goal meant 
that Sir Alex Ferguson's side were 
denied the chance to extend their 
lead at the head of the Premiership 
to a daunting nine points. 

But after seeing that opportunity 
slip away, Solskjaer believes his 
teammates will be even more 
determined to ensure there are no 
slip-ups in the FA Cup. 

"There's no point dwelling on the 
result against Arsenal," said the 
Norway striker, 33. 

"We have done that to teams 
before and I'm sure we are going to 
do it again, so somebody will feel 
the backlash. 

"It's never nice to lose like the 
way we did against Arsenal. But 
memories like that live longer in 

your head than actually winning 
games and you move on to the next 
one determined not to have that 
feeling again. That's how the play-
ers here feel at the moment." 

United enter the latter stages of 
the season as favourites to lift the 
Premiership title for the first time in 
three seasons. 

And with Ferguson's side pre-
paring to resume their European 
campaign next month, speculation 
has inevitably turned towards the 
possibility of a repeat of their 1999 
treble of Premiership, Champions 
League and FA Cup. 

Among the Portsmouth ranks 
this weekend will be Andy Cole, the 
35-year-old striker whose partner-
ship with Dwight Yorke helped fire 
United to the treble. 

And while the veteran forward 
insists Pompey are capable of 
springing an upset, he believes the 
current United side is capable of 
succeeding on three fronts if they 
make it through to the fifth round. 

"Since 1999, the likes of 
Arsenal, Chelsea and even United 
have aspired to repeat it because it 
is such a unique thing to do," Cole 
said. "But if anyone can do it again it 
would be United. 

"You need a bit of luck to do the 
Treble and we definitely had that -- 
so who knows? I think it is possible 
because Alex Ferguson has built 
another great team." 

Portsmouth manager Redknapp 
knows his side must rein in 

Crist iano Ronaldo, United's 
Portugese winger who has been 
tipped to win this season's player of 
the year honours. 

Ronaldo has struck seven goals 
in his last seven appearances and 
with Ryan Giggs likely to operate on 
U n i t e d ' s  l e f t - h a n d  f l a n k ,  
Redknapp's strategy will be to 
strengthn his defences in the wide 
areas. 

"If you left Ronaldo one-on-one 
with the best right-back in the world, 
he would beat him. I don't care who 
it is," Redknapp said "It's very 
difficult to stop him. You've got to 
get tight with him and stop him 
getting the ball, really, which is not 
easy. 

"Our full-backs will need all the 
help they can get. You can't get 
isolated one-for-one with Ronaldo. 
You need to shut down the sides." 

Lauren, signed this month from 
A r s e n a l ,  w i l l  o p e r a t e  o n  
Portsmouth's right but with left-
back Djimi Traore cup-tied, 
Redknapp faces an anxious wait on 
the fitness of replacement Noe 
Pamarot before deciding on his 
eventual line-up. 

Ferguson, meanwhile, has no 
injury concerns and must decided 
whether to hand a fourth succes-
sive start to the on-loan Henrik 
Larsson or recall Louis Saha who 
has been reduced to a substitute's 
role since the arrival of the Swede 
this month. 

AFP, Rome

Inter Milan face 
Sampdoria on 
Sunday aiming 
for a 14th suc-
cessive league 
win and with the 
bookmakers so 
conv inced  o f  
their invincibility 

that they've stopped taking bets on 
the Serie A title race. 

Inter have an 11-point lead over 
second-placed Roma and will be 
buoyed by their 3-0 Italian Cup 
semi-final win at Sampdoria in 
midweek. 

That was a victory achieved by 
almost a second-string team and 
put them within touching distance of 

a third successive Italian Cup final 
appearance, having won the last 
two editions. 

"Is my team without any defects? 
I hope the press will still be saying 
that at the end of the season," said 
Inter boss Roberto Mancini who 
praised the depth of his squad. 

"There isn't a first or second 
choice team, as all the players 
belong to Inter. On Wednesday 
night those who perhaps haven't 
appeared as much took centre 
stage." 

On Sunday, Inter should wel-
come back their Brazilian goal-
keeper Julio Cesar who missed last 
weekend's come-from-behind 3-1 
win over Fiorentina with a back 
injury. Cesar was replaced for that 

Coppa Italia
Roma hit back
AFP, Rome

Roma staged a thrilling comeback 
from two goals down to draw 2-2 at 
AC Milan in the Italian Cup semi-
final first leg clash.

Watched by Ronaldo, who is 
expected to move from Real Madrid 
to Milan on Monday, the home side 
took the lead after just four minutes 
at a sparsely-attended San Siro tie.

Ricardo Oliveira was the man on 
target converting a pass from 
Massimo Ambrosini.

Kaka set up the second goal 
w h e n  h e  r e l e a s e d  M a r e k  
Jankulovski whose cross was 
tapped home in typical fashion by 
'Pippo' Inzaghi to make it 2-0.

Roma pulled one back in the 
29th minute when Simone Perrotta 
scored from close range before 
David Pizarro made it 2-2 six min-
utes before halftime when his long 
range shot evaded Dida in the Milan 
goal.

The second leg takes place next 
Wednesday in Rome with the 
winner facing either Inter or 
Sampdoria in the final.

Holders Inter took a 3-0 lead 
after their first leg clash on 
Wednesday.

Rijkaard circumspect

FIXTURES 
Saturday 
(Kick off in GMT) 
Atletico Madrid v Racing Santander 
(1900) 
Villarreal v Real Madrid (2100) 
Sunday 
Getafe v Osasuna (1600), Gimnastic 
Tarragona v Espanyol (1600), 
Levante v Sevilla (1600), Real Mallorca 
v Recreativo Huelva (1900), 
Real Sociedad v Athletic Bilbao (1600), 
Real Zaragoza v Deportivo La Coruna 
(1600), Barcelona v Celta Vigo (1800), 
Real Betis v

United seek Pompey relief

All bets off on Inter 
match by veteran Francesco Toldo. 

Midfielder Esteban Cambiasso 
will once again be preferred to 
Olivier Dacourt while, up front, 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Adriano will 
be the first-choice strikers. 

Roma need all three points 
against midtable Siena if they are to 
stay in touch with Inter and maintain 
their hopes of a Champions League 
spot next season. 

Their recent 3-0 derby defeat to 
Lazio has allowed Inter to open up 
their huge lead - a fact compounded 
by morale-sapping draws against 
Messina and Livorno in their last two 
outings. 

On the positive side, Roma are 
injury-free but skipper Francesco 
Totti is suspended after being red-
carded last week. New signing 
Francesco Tavano is expected to 
make his first start since joining from 
Valencia earlier this month. 

AC Milan, who hope to finalise the 
transfer of Ronaldo from Real Madrid 
on Monday, face relegation-haunted 
Parma desperately needing a win to 
boost their hopes of grabbing a 
Champions League place. 

Coach Carlo Ancelotti sees the 
arrival of Ronaldo as providing 
much-needed competition up front 
where Alberto Gilardino is likely to 
be replaced by Filippo Inzaghi on 
Sunday. 

For their part, Parma have been 
reinvigorated by the arrival of on-
loan Manchester United teenage 
striker Giuseppe Rossi. 

The 19-year-old has rejoined his 
old club until the end of the season 
and made a dramatic entrance last 
weekend by hitting the winner in a 
vital 1-0 home victory against 
Torino. 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 
Palermo v Lazio, Torino v Udinese 
Sunday 
AC Milan v Parma, Atalanta v Catania, 
Cagliari v Reggina, Chievo v Empoli, 
Fiorentina v Livorno, Messina v Ascoli, 
Roma v Siena, Sampdoria v Inter 

Bremen look to 
consolidate

FIXTURES 
Friday
Borussia Dortmund v Bayern Munich 
Saturday 
Arminia Bielefeld v SV Hamburg, 
E n e r g i e  C o t t b u s  v  B o r u s s i a  
Monchengladbach, Eintracht Frankfurt 
v Schalke 04, Hertha Berlin v 
Wolfsburg, Nuremberg v VfB Stuttgart, 
VfL Bochum v Mainz 05 
Sunday
Alemannia Aachen v Bayer

Things look 
up for Sheva
Afp, London

Andriy Shevchenko believes his 
Chelsea future is looking bright after 
he ended a ten-game goal drought 
to help Jose Mourinho's side into the 
League Cup final at the expense of 
Wycombe in midweek. 

The Ukrainian, branded a 30-
million-pound flop and blamed for 
perceived tensions between 
Mourinho and the club's owner 
Roman Abramovich, has had a 
tough time since arriving in London. 

But the 30-year-old has been 
given a boost by his midweek dou-
ble and he gets the chance to plun-
der more goals against lower league 
opposition when Chelsea entertain 
League One's Nottingham Forest at 
Stamford Bridge on Sunday. 

"After more than a month, it is 
very important for a striker to score 
goals again," he said. "It was also 
important to play well, and the 
support from the fans was incredi-
ble. 

"Now it is all much better and I 
believe in the future." 

Mourinho had publicly snubbed 
Shevchenko after Chelsea's league 
defeat at Liverpool last weekend, 
but he has moved to build bridges by 
lavishing praise for the striker's 
display following his return to the 
starting line-up. 

"He needed the performance 
more than the goals," Mourinho 
said. "He had the effort, the commit-
ment, the aggressiveness and the 
desire - all the ingredients that we 
want in our players, plus the quality 
for scoring goals he has." 

Chelsea captain John Terry, who 
spent a spell at Forest on loan as a 
teenager, is still not ready to return 
following back surgery but Mourinho 
is hopeful the badly-missed 
centreback will resume full training 
next week. 

D u t c h  f u l l - b a c k  K h a l i d  
Boulahrouz, who is recovering from 
a knee problem, and his compatriot 
Arjen Robben will also miss out, 
although Robben's ankle injury is 
not as bad as first feared. 

Despite their problems, Chelsea 
are still in the hunt to win every 
competition they have entered this 
season and Mourinho warned his 
players that they would have to keep 
their concentration to avoid giving 
Forest the chance of a major upset. 

"We still fight battles on four 
fronts, but we can take nothing as 
done," Mourinho said. "Now we 
must focus and keep thinking. We 
must play with belief in our ability. 
The prizes are getting closer." 

Forest have already claimed one 
Premiership scalp in the competi-
tion this season, Junior Agogo and 
Grant Holt having fired Colin 
Calderwood's promotion-chasing 
outfit to a 2-0 win over Charlton in 
the third round. 

Calderwood acknowledges that 
Chelsea represent a totally different 
scale of challenge. But the Scot 
believes his side can give the 
Premiership champions problems, 
particularly if their highly-rated 
winger, Nathan Tyson, is firing on all 
cylinders. 

"We must get back to basics - 
how we defend, passing, set-plays," 
Calderwood said. 

"It's just two teams. The differ-
ence is not so vast, but we have to 
be excellent defensively. We have to 
believe in ourselves. We have to 
believe we can score." 

Mancini keen 
on Premiership
 AFP, London

Inter Milan coach Roberto Mancini 
said Friday he would not rule out a 
move to the English Premiership. 

Mancini, who has led the Italian 
champions to an 11-point lead in 
Serie A, is reported to be linked to 
the manager's job at Chelsea and 
his future at the San Siro is currently 
uncertain. 

Blues manager Jose Mourinho 
has recently fallen out with Chelsea 
owner Roman Abramovich, and 
reports Thursday said that despite 
peace talks having taken place, 
Mourinho is secretly planning his 
exit from Stamford Bridge for the 
end of the season. 

Mancini has yet to sign a new 
deal with the Italian giants and has 
been linked with a move to 
Stamford Bridge should Jose 
Mourinho leave. 

He told The Sun: "I'd really love 
to manage a Premiership side one 
day. Chelsea? It would be fantastic. 

"Nothing has been decided 
about the contract but this is not a 
formality." 

On Thursday it was reported that 
the contracts of all of Mourinho's 
assistants are being allowed to run 
down until their expiration in the 
summer. 

The report said Chelsea have 
made no attempt to discuss new 
terms with Mourinho's inner circle, 
which includes assistant managers 
Steve Clarke and Baltemar Brito, 
goalkeeping coach Silvino Lauro, 
fitness coach Rui Faria and head 
scout Villas Boas. 

The latter three followed 
Mourinho to Chelsea from FC Porto 
after he led the Portuguese giants to 
Champions League glory, and 
Mourinho has stated he would not 
work at the club without them. 

Bremen sign 
Rosenberg
AFP, Amsterdam

Ajax Amsterdam and Werder 
Bremen have reached an agree-
ment for the immediate transfer of 
Swedish striker Markus Rosenberg 
to the German league leaders, Ajax 
announced Friday. 

Rosenberg, 24, was under 
contract at Ajax until July 2009. The 
Swede made his debut for the 
Amsterdam side in August 2005 and 
played 63 official games, scoring 20 
goals. 

As Rosenberg already played for 
Ajax in the ongoing UEFA Cup 
tournament he will not be eligible to 
play for Werder Bremen in the UEFA 
Cup, Ajax said on its website.

UEFA studying 
Scots, Irish 
proposal 
AFP, Dusseldorf

European football's ruling body has 
agreed to launch a feasibility study 
on a proposal to increase the number 
o f  t eams  i n  t he  Eu ropean  
Championship finals from 16 to 24. 

The proposal was made by the 
football federations of Scotland and 
Ireland, who argue that having 24 
nations in the four-yearly finals will 
boost the smaller federations in 
terms of image and revenues. 

The proposals to launch a study 
was agreed unaninmously after 44 of 
the 52 member nations voted in 
favour. 

UEFA's executive committee 
would pore over the results of the 
study before then making any deci-
sion. 

Bolton sign 
Slovakian pair 
AFP, London

Bolton manager Sam Allardyce has 
confirmed the signing of Slovakia 
defender Lubomir Michalik on a 
three-and-half-year contract. 

The 23-year-old Michalik's FC 
Senec team-mate, 19-year-old 
striker Zoltan Harsanyi, is also 
moving to the Reebok Stadium on 
loan until the end of the season with 
a view to a permanent deal. 

The two players are Allardyce's 
first signings in the January transfer 
window, which only has five days to 
run. 

Bolton currently sit fifth in the 
English Premiership table 17 points 
adrift of Manchester United and five 
points adrift of fourth placed 
Arsenal.

Lyon going 
public 
AFP, Paris

Lyon on Friday made a bid to boost 
its financial future -- and secure the 
cost of a new stadium -- when it 
unveiled details of its plans to 
become the first French football club 
to float on the stock market. 

The operation will value the club, 
which has won five consecutive 
national titles, at 305 million euros 
(394 million dollars). 

Club president Jean-Michel 
Aulas said 30 percent of the club's 
shares would be up for sale at a 
price of between 21 and 24.40 euros 
each when they hit the stock market 
on February 9. 

He hoped the shares sale would 
bring the club "between 85 to 100 
million euros in revenue." 

"This will help to give the group 
fresh, disposable resources and 
thus prompt new growth," said 
Aulas. 

Lyon is able to float its shares 
after the French govenment earlier 
this year changed a law preventing 
professional sports clubs from 
listing on the stock market. 
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