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Their camp will start at BKSP on 
January 29 but they will also use 
the Friends Club ground near 
their base in Uttara.

"We don't run after stars but 
hope that the local collection 
would be able to fight against the 
top names with help of the 
Moroccan players," he added.

Meanwhile, Farashganj man-
aged to retain their strength for 
the Pro League after last sea-
son's impressive performance on 
their return to the Premiership.

The riverside outfit from old-
Dhaka, hailed after stubborn 
shows against the big-budgeted 

The Australian Open tournament has been 
played at six different venues since 1905 -- 
Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane, 
Perth and New Zealand.

Rafael  Nadal
(Spanish tennis player)
"If I am playing bad, you can go 
home and say 'disappointing'. But 
today I just say, well, I can't do more. 
I try my best."
After being beaten in the 
quarterfinal by Chilean Fernando 
Gonzalez at the Australian Open 
on Wednesday.

Sharapova blows
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firing, allowing Sharapova to score a 
decisive lead to take the first set. 

The Russian snatched another 
break early in the second, running 
Clijsters ragged with her accurate 
placement and consolidating to go 
3-0 up.

The Russian opened the door for 
Clijsters mid-way through the set 
with a series of double faults that 
gave the Belgian an opportunity to 
break.

But a desperate Clijsters fluffed 
her chances and the Russian fired 
back to reach the final. 

Andy feeling
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Open decider.
After Thursday's hammering, 

Roddick can claim just one win in 14 
matches against Federer with his 
last success nine matches ago in 
2003 in Montreal.

Federer had sympathy for his 
opponent, admitting even he was 
amazed at how well he had played.

"It was just one of those days for 
me to remember and for him to 
forget," said Federer.

Roddick though was not backing 
away from his belief that the gap is 
closing, with coach Jimmy Connors 
adding a new dimension to his 
game that has helped him perform 
more consistently.

"That's honestly the way I felt," 
he said of the gap, adding that the 
first thing Connors did after the 
match was hand him a beer.

"You ask me a question, I'm 
going to give you an honest answer.

"I'm going to try to keep fighting. 
I'm going to try to keep working. 
That's what I will do on a daily basis. 
I wake up and work my butt off on a 
daily basis. I'm going to continue to 
do that.

"He outplayed me. He deserves 
all the praise that he gets, not only 
for how he plays, but how he han-
dles himself.

"I thought it was a good tourna-
ment. I've proven to myself that I 
can get to the semifinals of Grand 
Slams. I'd love more than anything 
to get past that, to get over that 
hurdle for sure."
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ons has any true value.
"The only title that matters is the 

one at the end of the season," said 
Barca's 2004 and 2005 World 
Player of the Year Ronaldinho.

By contrast, Ronaldinho's 
Brazilian compatriot Belletti took 
the opposite view.

"Titles like this are always use-
ful. They provide a big boost to the 
confidence of the players and the 
morale of the fans," said the hero of 
Barcelona's Champions League 
victory in May.

Regardless of the opinion, being 
in pole position at the halfway point 
in the season is a good omen.

Ten of the last 12 Spanish cham-
pions have been on top after the 

first half of the season, and 
Barcelona themselves were ahead 
at this stage of the last two sea-
sons.

Few would also argue that 
Barcelona deserve to be at the top 
despite only rarely producing the 
sparkling football that was a feature 
of their last campaign.

Barca remain unbeaten at home 
and their only two defeats so far 
have come in difficult derby clashes 
away at Espanyol and Real Madrid.

The Catalan club have a chance 
to increase their advantage at the 
weekend as they play host to 
slumping Celta Vigo on Sunday 
while Sevilla and Real Madrid have 
away trips to Levante and Villarreal 
respectively.

At the other end of the table, 
struggling Betis remain in the 
relegation zone and are third from 
bottom despite a draw in a match 
that had been postponed because 
of Barca's World Club Cup commit-
ments in December.

"But this was a great game. I 
think it showed what we are really 
capable of when we can hold a 
team lile Barca. I think we will 
survive," said Assuncao.

"Betis have a good players and 
are a good team. They've also got 
their fans behind them and if they 
keep playing like this then I'm sure 
they'll rise up the table." added 
Ri jkaard, paying tr ibute to 
Wednesday's opponents.

Barcelona take slender lead

Yuvraj back
in reckoning
BBC ONLINE, undated

India batsman Yuvraj Singh and 
veteran spin bowler Anil Kumble 
have been recalled for the final two 
one-day matches against West 
Indies.

Yuvraj is fit again after missing 
the whole of the South Africa tour 
with a torn ligament in his left knee.

Kumble, 36, joins fellow spinners 
Harbhajan Singh and Ramesh 
Powar in the squad, with all-rounder 
Joginder Sharma and seamer 
Rudra Pratap Singh left out.

All-rounder Irfan Pathan will join 
the squad for the last match in 
Baroda.

Dalmiya takes
BCCI to court
PTI, Kolkata

Former Indian cricket board presi-
dent Jagmohan Dalmiya today 
challenged his expulsion for life from 
the BCCI in a civil suit in the Calcutta 
High Court.

Dalmiya, who had to resign from 
the president's post of Cricket 
Association of Bengal (CAB) as a 
result, filed the suit against the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), 
its President Sharad Pawar, 
Secretary Niranjan Shah, Shashank 
Manohar, Chirayu Amin and N 
Srinivasan.

Dalmiya claimed in his petition 
that the reasons given for his expul-
sion, on charges of misappropristion 
of funds related to the 1996 World 
Cup, were totally false, fabricated 
and made with a pre-determined 
biased motive.

Dalmiya also claimed that the rule 
(Rule 38) itself, under which the 
disciplinary proceeding was initiated, 
was non-existent in the eye of law.

The former Board president also 
challenged the legality and validity of 
Clause 38(V) of the BCCI Rules that 
provided for removal of the expelled 
person from the affiliated units of the 
Board.

He claimed that Clause 38, which 
was amended in September 2000, 
has not been registered under the 
Tamil Nadu Societies Act under 
which the Indian Cricket Board is 
registered and as such not legally 
tenable.

Sachin closing
in on duck
record
PTI, Cuttack

Sachin Tendulkar is fast approach-
ing a record he would not like to be 
either mentioned or remembered.

The world's most successful 
batsman registered his 17th duck 
in 376 matches against the West 
Indies in the second one-day 
international at Cuttack.

The Mumbai batsman is fast 
catching up on this count with 
Javagal Srinath and Anil Kumble, 
who however are not known for 
their batting prowess.

Srinath leads the Indian list with 
19 ducks, just ahead of Kumble on 
18.

The dubious world record for 
the highest number of ducks in 
one-dayers is surprisingly held by 
Sri Lankan marauder Sanath 
Jayasuriya (29). Wasim Akram 
(28) and Romesh Kaluwitharana 
(24) come next.

AFP, Cuttack

India's spinners stopped a tense 
run chase by the depleted West 
Indies here on Wednesday to help 
the hosts take a 2-0 lead in the four-
match series.

India, dismissed for 189, hit back 
to bowl out a West Indian side 
missing their inspirational captain 
Brian Lara for 169 in the day-night 
international at the Barabati 
Stadium here.

Ramesh Powar and Sachin 
Tendulkar shared five wickets and 
Harbhajan Singh finished with one 
for 29 in 10 overs as India recorded 
a narrow win by 20 runs.

L e f t - h a n d e r  S h i v n a r i n e  
Chanderpaul top-scored for the 
tourists with 67 before he was last 
man out, finding little support from 
the other batsmen in the low-
scoring game.

The second match contrasted 
sharply with the run feast in the first 
game in Nagpur on Sunday, where 
both teams scored over 300 runs 
and India squeezed out a 14-run 
win.

The West Indies badly missed 
Lara, who skipped the Cuttack game 
after a chronic left knee injury flared 
up again, leaving opener Chris Gayle 
to lead the tourists' bid to draw level in 
the series.

Lara is expected to play the third 
match in Chennai on Saturday and 
the fourth game in Vadodara on 
January 31, the last two matches for 
the West Indies before they host the 
World Cup in March-April.

The West Indies enjoyed a great 
start when seamer Daren Powell 
picked up a career-best 4-27 to 
restrict India to 189 on a slow, 
lifeless wicket.

The 28-year-old Jamaican 
seamer ripped through the top order 
with the wickets of Sourav Ganguly, 
Tendulkar and captain Rahul Dravid 
in his first four overs.

Powell had taken just eight 
wickets in his previous 12 one-
dayers, including a best of 3-33 
against Pakistan in Multan in 
December.

India, reduced to 69-6 at one 
stage, were revived by a battling 63 
from 21-year-old Dinesh Karthik 
and his 62-run stand for the eighth 
wicket with Ajit Agarkar.

Agarkar was last man out for 40 
after the final four wickets added a 
valuable 120 runs for the hosts.

The West Indies lost quick 
wickets just when it appeared the 
batsmen had settled in.

Chanderpaul, who hit a magnifi-
cent 149 in Nagpur in a losing 
cause, once again finished second-
best without support from the other 
end.

Dwayne Bravo hit 31 in a fourth-
w i c k e t  s t a n d  o f  4 3  w i t h  
Chanderpaul, while Dwayne Smith 
made 25.

The West Indies, who were 139-5 
in the 38th over, lost their last five 
wickets for 30 runs as India turned on 
the screws in the crucial final overs.

"It is great to win another one 
against the West Indies," said 
Dravid, whose team had lost six of 
their last seven matches against 
Lara's team before this series.

"It was not one of the best wick-
ets to play on, but Karthick and 
Agarkar batted very well to give us a 
decent total to defend.

"It was a great team effort in the 
end."

Gayle praised the bowlers for 
keeping the Indian batsmen in 
check, but lamented the lack of 
batting support to Chanderpaul.

"Shiv was his usual solid self, but 
no one hung in there enough to 
build a good partnership," the 
stand-in captain said.

"We have had two close games 
and hopefully the remaining two will 
go in our favour."

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the second one-day 
international between India and the 

India stave off Windies

AFP, Cape Town

Both teams are expected to make 
changes in crucial positions for the 
decisive third and final Test 
between South Africa and Pakistan 
starting at Newlands Friday.

Pakistan will be without injured fast 
bowler Shoaib Akthar who had a 
meteoric impact on the series in what 
was effectively a single day of action.

Shoaib's express pace sent 
South Africa crashing to 124 all out 
on the first day in Port Elizabeth, 
setting up Pakistan for their eventual 
series-levelling five-wicket win. He 
took four for 36 but apart from a brief 
innings with the bat Shoaib took no 
further part in the match because of 
a hamstring strain.

Both Shoaib and fellow fast 

bowler Umar Gul, who did not play 
in either of the first two Tests 
because of an ankle injury, went 
home after Port Elizabeth to 
undergo rehabilitation treatment.

Shabbir Ahmed was expected to 
arrive in Cape Town Thursday as a 
replacement for the fast bowlers 
but captain Inzamamul Haq said he 
was unlikely to play in the Test. He 
said Shahid Nazir, who was disap-
pointing in the first Test, was likely 
to earn a recall.

South Africa will also have 
changes in their fast bowling 
attack. Dale Steyn, the country's 
fastest bowler, is expected to return 
after recovering from a thigh strain 
and Andre Nel, who bowled poorly 
in Port Elizabeth, seems sure to sit 
out the final Test.

Discussions were due to be held 
Wednesday evening about the 
possibility of resting key bowlers 

Makhaya Ntini and Shaun Pollock, 
with a five-match one-day series 
and the Cricket World Cup ahead.

"There's not a lot left in the tank 
for them," said captain Graeme 
Smith after the Port Elizabeth Test. 
The problem is that neither is 
believed to be particularly keen to sit 
out, especially as a look at the pitch 
Wednesday indicated it would be 
more pace friendly than it was when 
South Africa clinched a series 
against India earlier in the month.

The pitch appeared hard and had 
a good covering of grass, unlike the 
pitch for the India match which Smith 
likened to Kolkata's Eden Gardens.

Batsman Boeta Dippenaar, who 
joined the squad Wednesday as 
cover for Herschelle Gibbs, will 
come in as an opening batsman, 
with AB de Villiers moving down the 
order to fill Gibbs's place.

Changes on the cards
Pakistan-South Africa final Test from today

Experience 
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squad and you can say it is more or 
less a World Cup team. There 
would hardly be one or two changes 
from this team. We will consider 
tested players only," he said adding 
that all the players would be given 
chance to play in the coming series.

"Tushar failed to capitalises the 
opportunities he had been given but 
we also have some responsibilities 
not to give him the chance to settle 
properly. We thought he is the best 
choice as a back-up player in the 
middle-order not only for his experi-
ence but also due to impressive 
performance in domestic cricket.

"This time we considered 
domestic performance and that is 
one of the reasons behind including 
Sharif and Tapash. Forhad has 
failed to fulfil the demand as a 
bowler and we think Sharif came 
under consideration in his place 
because he could be useful as third 
seamer in favourable conditions. 
Tapash is also in good form with bat 
and ball."

Faruque termed hard-hitting 
Tamim,  nephew o f  fo rmer  
Bangladesh captain Akram Khan 
and younger brother of Nafis Iqbal, 
as the most promising opener in the 
country.

"We had two experienced guys 
(Javed and Rajin) in our hand but 
they are out of touch while we 
thought that Tamim would be a 
good back-up opener. He has 
already proved his ability in the age 
level besides playing some good 
knocks in domestic circuit. Actually 
we have blended a mix of experi-
enced and young players this time," 
he added.
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"I felt the pain sometimes but never 
took it seriously. Even the then 
national team physio assured me 
not to take it seriously. But the pain 
was immense when I returned from 
the MRF Pace Foundation and in 
the end, I had to go to Australia for 
surgery where Young rekindled the 
hopes of my come back if I followed 
his advices," he recalled.

"Although the first few months 
were terrible, especially when I 
saw Bangladesh playing, I never 
thought that my cricket career was 
over. I suffered the injury just two 
months before the 2003 World Cup 
that's why I set a target to prepare 
myself before the next one."

Sharif returned to action after 
nine months to play competitive 
cricket in 2004 and never looked 

back as he continued with consis-
tent all-round performance in 
domestic circuit.

A lifeline came when he was 
called for the Bangladesh A to tour 
Zimbabwe twice.

"Interestingly I made my debut 
in Zimbabwe and is going to open 
my second innings also there. It 
was al together a di fferent  
Zimbabwe when I played against 
them because they had great 
players then, like Andy Flower."

I t  was  a lso  a  d i f fe ren t  
Bangladesh team for Sharif -- born 
in Chandpur and brought up in 
Narayanganj -- as he had Akram 
Khan, Aminul Islam, Enamul 
Haque, Naimur Rahman and 
Khaled Mahmud in the side.

"It is a different team in every 
sense because the body language 

and attitude have also changed. 
We play more positive cricket now. 
The players are, however, not 
unknown to me because I have 
been playing with them at different 
levels. I know that I have to perform 
to keep my place because there is 
a very healthy competition," said 
Sharif, who is acclaimed for his 
ability to reverse-swing the old ball.

"It's natural for me. Pakistani 
great bowler Wasim Akram gave 
me some tips which still help me. I 
am also aware with the fact that I 
have to bat well in the lower-order."

The only regret for the 21-year 
old was that his father could not be 
a part of this enjoyment. "My father 
supported me a lot during bad 
times but he died last year," he 
grieved.   

'Never say never'

Past inspires Russel, Farashganj 

Amateurish 
FROM PAGE 21

The top coaches of the country have 
already welcomed the professional 
system because they think it will see 
start of a new practice among teams 
by giving the coaches full freedom.

"The coach decides the line-up but 
I don't see any harm in consulting the 
officials. It's done for the better of the 
club because I believe in the under-
standing among the whole manage-
ment," Nurul told a press conference.

He, however, denied allegations 
that any middleman had influenced 
team selection in the past.

"The coach only discussed with 
me, so there is no chance of any other 
official intervening," he added.

In the last season, coach Abu Yusuf 
was reportedly barred from picking up 
his team due to relentless pressure 
from Russel officials.

Coach Wajed Gazi, who led Russel 
to finish runners-up in their 
Premiership debut, said that he has 
never faced such pressure.

"I hope it will not happen this time," 
the veteran said.
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that offends, insults, humiliates, 
intimidates, threatens, disparages 
or vilifies another person on the 
basis of that person's race, religion, 
colour, descent or national or ethic 
origin."

The original sanction was a ban 
of two Tests but the Code specifies 
that the ban should apply to the 
next matches in which the player is 
scheduled to play.

In Gibbs's case the ban there-
fore becomes one ruling him out of 
one Test and two ODIs as those are 
the next fixtures for South Africa.

The appeal was rejected by ICC 
appeals commissioner Richie 
Benaud.

In rejecting the appeal, Mr 
Benaud wrote: "It was put to me 
that the fact the remarks in question 
were heard through stump micro-
phones on the ground should 
invalidate the whole matter.

"(This is) because of ICC's 
memo of 12 April 2006 which 
pointed out that there had been 
some problems with stump micro-
phones not being switched off at 
the right times.

"That though is ICC policy rather 
than a Law or Playing Condition of 
the game and Chris Broad, in his 
decision, gave Herschelle Gibbs 
full mitigation for the fact that the 
stump microphones had been left 
on by the television network.

"With the benefit of some experi-
ence I am able to add that players, 
no matter where they may be, 
should always bear in mind that a 
microphone could be "live."

"That does not just apply to 
stump microphones used by televi-
sion networks, but it could be in a 
radio studio or in a press confer-
ence with the print media.

"There is no malice about it, but 
it could happen just because some-

one has not pushed a button or 
pulled a switch.

"It is precisely the same in the 
television commentary box for a 
television commentator. If you do 
not use the words, they do not get 
to air."

Despite rejecting the appeal, 
Benaud was explicit in his view that 
it did not mean Herschelle Gibbs 
was a racist.

"At Chris Broad's hearing (Paki-
stan team manager) Talat Ali spoke 
about the offence the words used 
by Herschelle would give to the 
whole Pakistan nation.   I am not 
surprised.

"(However), as an Appeals 
Commissioner and a person, I 
ce r ta in l y  do  no t  cons ide r  
Herschelle to be a racist and I take 
great exception to the suggestion, 
in the same way I believe Chris 
Broad would object (to suggestions 
his finding would do the same)."

Gibbs ban upheldRonaldo closer
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Adriano Galliani had written to 
Madrid chief Ramon Calderon on 
Wednesday, asking him to allow the 
player to undergo the routine medi-
cal tests in Italy before finalising an 
offer.

"This is not the normal proce-
dure, a player can undergo 
medicals only after he signs a 
contract, or at least he receives an 
offer," replied the Spanish giants via 
fax.

Galliani, however, met sporting 
director Franco Baldini again on 
Wednesday night, finally reaching 
an agreement.

Milan have allegedly offered the 
former Golden Ball winner an 18-
month contract worth 5.3-million-
pounds, plus his entire image rights 
worth a lucrative 8-million-pounds a 
year -- which he previously shared 
with Real.
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ride on -- Mehrab Hossain also 
returning to form with a patient 132. 
His knock confirmed the victory for 
DOHS as they reached the total in 
the 50th over, with four wickets to 
spare.

Bangladesh Biman were also 
victorious on the day with an easy 
six-wicket win over Kalabagan at 
the Sher-e-Bangla Nat ional  
Stadium. 

OLD DOHS  v  CITY CLUB
Tigers vice-captain Nafees struck 
23 boundaries in his 130-ball essay 
at BKSP. The cerebral opener held 
the innings together and was dis-
missed in the 49th over with the 
score on 265. He received no sup-
port from the other batsmen with 
only fellow opener Gazi Salahuddin 
scoring 24.

Left-arm spinner Enamul Haque 
picked up three for 34 but the rest 
received some stick as Shahadat 
Hossain and Abdur Razzaq 
returned expensive figures.

When DOHS replied, Tamim 
Iqbal celebrated his call-up to the 
national side with a speedy run-a-
ball 60 providing the impetus his 
side needed. Mehrab held fort, only 
falling with victory a run away. He 
struck 12 fours in his 160-ball stay at 
the crease. Skipper Akram Khan 
also played his usual busy knock, 
hitting 35 off 28 balls.

Tareq Aziz picked up four wickets 
while Pakistani recruit Wasim 
Nayeem and Sirajullah Khadem 
took a wicket each.

ABAHANI v BROTHERS
Talha Jubair vindicated his captain 
Khaled Mashud's decision to bowl 
first as he ripped open the Brothers 
batting line-up. He snared Imran 
Ahmed and Abul Bashar at the top of 

the order, before returning in his 
second spell to pick up the prized 
scalp of Shahriar Hossain. Mashud 
was back to the field after his hand 
injury that kept him sidelined for 
three matches.

The former national opener hit 
five fours and three sixes to score 
83. He pretty much scored half the 
runs put up by the Gopibagh outfit. 
When he was dismissed as the 
seventh wicket on 157, the Brothers 
tail catipulated as Talha picked two 
more wickets soon.

W i t h  n a t i o n a l  p a c e m a n  
Mashrafee-bin-Mortuza playing the 
match solely as a batsman after 
being advised not to bowl by the 
Bangladesh team management, 
Mohammad Shahjada also contrib-
uted with the ball picking up a wicket. 
Sri Lankan spinner Sujith Fernando 
took a wicket as well and later, con-
tributed with 41 in the small chase. 
Opener Jahurul Islam hit 54 while 
Naeem Islam scored 43.

Mashrafee aside, Tushar Imran 
and skipper Mashud also had 
almost nothing to do in the match. It 
was pleasing for the team as the rest 
of the players stood up ahead of 
t h e i r  b i g  c l a s h  a g a i n s t  
Mohammedan on January 28.

KALABAGAN  v  BIMAN
Paceman Syed Rasel and all-
rounder Forhad Reza vented their 
frustration at not making the 
Zimbabwe-bound national squad by 
sharing five wickets for Biman as 
they piloted their side to a win over 
Kalabagan.

Put into bat, only Rezaul Karim 
scored a boundary-less 37 to take 
the Kalabagan total past the 100-
mark as the batting completely 
failed. Fast bowler Niaz Murshed 
also took two wickets as Biman only 
needed 116 to win.

Once again it was Mushfiqur 
Rahman to the rescue after a slight 
flutter at the top of the order for the 
national airliners. Mushfiq struck an 
unbeaten 47, hitting six fours.

BRIEF SCORES
CITY CLUB: 275-9 in 50 overs 
(Salahuddin 24, Nafees 132, Wasim 
8, Mustafiz 16, Sajjad 4, Khadem 
21, Sonnet 5, Anwar 24, Zakir 2*, 
Tareq 3, Kamrul 1*, Extras 35, 
Shahadat 3-60, Mahmud 1-51, 
Razzaq 2-62, Enamul 3-34).
DOHS: 276-6 in 49.1 overs (Tamim 
60, Mehrab 132, Shamsur 23, 
Ehsanul 0, Akram 35, Nadif 1, 
Mahmud 5*, Razzaq 0*, Extras 20, 
Tareq 4-48, Khadem 1-45).
Result: DOHS won by 4 wickets.
KALABAGAN: 115 all out in 48.2 
overs (Golam 2, Arman 1, Karim 0, 
Nahidul 8, Butt 10, Rezaul 37, 
Monirul 23, Rashedul 5, Arafat 3, 
Sikdar 6, Mahmud 11*, Extras 19, 
Rasel 3-19, Niaz 2-12, Reza 2-21, 
Mosharraf 1-23)
BIMAN: 116-4 in 34.2 overs (Omar 
2, Iqbal 19, Mosharraf 0, Elahi 6, 
Mushfiqur 47*, Sanwar 29*, Extras 
13, Mahmud 1-25, Arafat 2-24).
Result: Biman won by 6 wickets.
BROTHERS: 168 all out in 47 overs 
(Shahriar 83, Hannan 0, Imran 27, 
Bashar 0, Kalim 6, Ghosh 2, Lablur 
17, Haq 22, Kabir 0, Dutta 2*, 
Shafiul 0, Extras 9, Talha 5-30, 
Shahjada 1-30, Fernando 1-25, 
Shuvo 1-32)
ABAHANI: 172-2 in 42.2 overs 
(Jahurul 54, Naeem 43, Fernando 
41*, Nazimuddin 16*, Extras 18, 
Ghosh 1-30, Dutta 1-44).
Result: Abahani won by 8 wick-
ets.

Abahani surge ahead

Goalkeepers: Shakil (Arambagh), Zia 

(Farashganj), Niloy (Agrani); defenders: Yusuf, 

Mishu, Aminul, Burdeep, Jahirul, Pradeep 

Barua (Russel), Hasan (MSC), Robin 

( D h a n m o n d i ) ,  S h a w k a t  ( A b a h a n i ) ;  

midfielders: Tanvir, Egir, Saad, Nayan, Kaiser 

(MSC), Amin Rana, Pappu (Muktijoddha), Rikto 

(Brothers); forwards: Younes, Khobashi, 

Bulbul (Russel).  

Jersey: Blue/white (home), red/white 

(away).

Coaches: Wajed Gazi and Zahidur 

Rahman Milon (assistant).

RUSSEL FACTS
Goalkeepers: Uzzal (Farashganj), 
Azam Biplab (Russel); defenders: 
Faisal, Rony, Rajib, (Farashganj), Jamal 
(Wanderers), Riad (Muktijoddha), Kutub 
(Badda)  Mamun (Youngmen's) ;  
midfielders: Kabir, Aminul, Liton, 
Khaled (Farashganj); forwards: Palash 
(Farashganj), Robin (Youngmen's), 
Khokon (Brothers).
Jersey:  Sky-b lue/b lue (home),  
white/sky-blue (away).
Coaches: Mir Faruk and Rezaul Haque 
Jamal (assistant).

FARASHGANJ FACTS

teams in 2005, have registered 
14 local footballers inclusive of 
seven old guards. They will soon 
add four locals to the squad.

Farashganj, who will mostly 
depend on foreign players like 
the previous season, have a 
couple of national players in their 
own veteran defender Abu Faisal 
Ahmed and Youngmen's impres-
sive young striker Mohammed 
Robin. 

Coach Mir Faruk is confident 
that his side will remain among 
the top five-six provided good 
foreign collection.

"If we get the foreigners who 
were with us last season, it would 
be possible. We haven't got 
any confirmation but I want to 
see the players in action 
before choosing them," said 
Faruk who has been with the club 
for six years.

"Our defence is strong, so we 
will be looking for two in the 
midfield, a good striker and if 
possible, a goalkeeper," he added.

Club general secretary Farid 
Uddin informed that they are in 
contact with Nigerians but a trip 
to Kolkata in search of foreigners 
was not very fruitful.

"We have an 80-lakh Taka 

budget and our highest paid 
player will receive Tk six lakh," 
said Farid. "I am convinced that 
our team will fight with the bug 
guns like the last year.

A d m i t t i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
coaches are underpaid com-
pared to players, Farid said that 
even big clubs follow this notion.

Farashganj had earlier cho-
sen Rangamati as their home but 
backed out due to political situa-
tion.

"Our future plans include 
developing players in the hill 
tracts and we have already 
started the process."

West Indies at the Barabati Stadium 
on Wednesday:
INDIA: 189 all out in 48.2 overs 
(Karthik 63, Agarkar 40, Dravid 22; 
Powell 4-27, Bravo 2-36, Bradshaw 
2-38)
WEST INDIES
Gayle lbw b Agarkar 5
Chanderpaul b Zaheer 67
Devon Smith run out 15
Samuels c Gambhir b Harbhajan 1
Bravo c Gamkbhir b Powar 31
Morton b Powar 0
Dwayne Smith c Powar b Tendulkar 25
Ramdin b Powar 6
Bradshaw c Gambhir b Tendulkar 2
Powell run out 1
Taylor not out 2
Extras: (b-6, lb-3, w-5) 14
Total: (All out in 48.2 overs) 169
Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-41, 3-42, 4-
85, 5-89, 6-139, 7-151, 8-163, 9-
166
Bowler O M R W
Zaheer 8.2 0 25 1
Agarkar 8 2 23 1
Sharma 4 0 16 0
Harbhajan 10 3 29 1
Powar 10 0 42 3
Tendulkar 8 0 25 2
Result: India won by 20 runs.
Man-of - the-match:  Dinesh 
Karthik.
Toss: India.
Umpires: Billy Bowden and 
Amiesh Saheba.


	Page 1

