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Death warrants
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(HC) judgment upholding the death
sentences for killing two judges in a
suicide bomb attack in Jhalakathi on
November 14.

On Sunday and yesterday, the jail
authorities read out the SC rejection to
all the six condemned JMB men, in
accordance with the jail code.

Inspector General (Prisons) Brig
Gen Zakir Hasan told The Daily Star
last night, "We will fix the date of execu-
tion within the nexttwo or three days."

Out of the six condemned mem-
bers of the fanatic Islamist militant
group JMB, one of them is in Rangpur
jail, one is held in Kashimpur Jail in
Gazipur, and the rest are on death row
in Dhaka. Another condemned JMB
operative is currently absconding.

Jail authority sources said they are
in a dilemma about whether they will
follow the new jail code or the old one,
because the two codes provide two
different timeframes for carrying out
executions after receiving court
orders.

The jail authorities will seek the
help of the law ministry to clarify the
matter, said jail authority sources.

IG (Prisons) Zakir yesterday said,
"We informed the home ministry today
that we have received a copy of the
Supreme Courtorder."

"We will fix a date for the executions
in accordance with the code and then
inform the home ministry," the |G said
adding, "We will wait for the govern-
mentto confirm the executions."

The old jail code stated, the jail
authorities would also ask the con-
demned to inform the authorities in
seven days if they want to petition the
presidentfor clemency.

If the condemned men petition for
presidential clemency and the presi-
dent turns it down, the jail authorities
will fix a date for the executions within
21 to 28 days of receiving the presi-
dent's decision.

In case the condemned decide not
to file any petition for presidential
clemency, the jail authorities will start
counting down 28 days after the
stipulated timeframe of seven-day for
the petitions will be over, and will fix a
date for their executions between 21 to
28 days. In that case if counted retro-
actively from yesterday the execution
date will fall between February 12 and
18.

According to the new jail code, after
the jail authorities receive the court
order, they are bound to read out the
order to the condemned, who are then
provided 15 days to submit petitions
for presidential clemency.

If the president rejects a petition
then an execution is to be carried out
within 21 to 28 days following the date
of receipt of the president's decision by
thejail authorities.

If the six condemned JMB men
choose not to submit petitions for
presidential clemency, then the execu-
tion dates will be fixed within 21 to 28
days following the date of receipt of the
courtorder by the jail authorities, which
was Sunday, January 21 in this spe-
cificcase.

Sources said, the jail authorities will
then inform the home ministry the
dates of executions. The jail authori-
ties will then have to wait for the gov-
ernment's decision up to 60 days.

If the government does not inform

the jail authorities of the decision within
the stipulated 60 days, then the prison
authorities will have to send a
reminder to the home ministry for a
final decision.

But, as soon as the government
gives clearance to carry out the execu-
tions, the jail authorities are free to
execute the condemned on schedule.

Although both the old and new jail
codes provide specific timeframes for
issuing a death warrant, the jail author-
ities however will receive petitions for
presidential clemency up to the mid-
day of the dates of executions and
send them to the president for his
decision, the IG (Prisons) said.

If anyone submits a petition for
presidential clemency after the mid-
day, the jail authorities will still send it to
the president and contact him over the
telephone for instructions, the IG said.
"If the president tells us to stay the
execution, we will do so. But if he tumns
down the petition we will carry out the
execution on schedule," he added.

Executions are carried out at one
minute pastthe zero hour.

Jail sources said, they are already
aware that the families of at least three
ofthe condemned JMB men, including
JMB chief Abdur Rahman and another
lynchpin Siddiqul Islam alias Bangla
Bhai, are eager to submit petitions to
the president for clemency.

The IG (Prison) said, "I am also
aware that some of the condemned
are eager to submit mercy petitions,
butI'mnotsurewhotheyare."

"Even if the families submit mercy
petitions, they will be sent to the presi-
dent for his consideration," Zakir
added.

The condemned six are JMB chief
Abdur Rahman, top lynchpin Siddiqul
Islam alias Bangla Bhai, three other
Maijlish-e-Shura members Ataur
Rahman Sunny, Abdul Awal and
Khaled Saifullah, and a suicide
bomber Iftekhar al Mamun.

Senior assistant judges Jagannath
Pandey and Sohel Ahmed were killed
in a suicide bomb attack at Purba
Chadkati in Jhalakathi town on
November 14 last year in the wake of a
series of bombings carried out by JMB
militants across the country.

The High Court on August 31
upheld the trial court verdict that had
sentenced seven JMB men to death
onMay 29.

5 Pak troops
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Zamzola area of neighbouring
South Waziristan region last
Tuesday that destroyed a sus-
pected al-Qaeda hideout.

Military officials initially said up to
30 "foreign terrorists" and their local
facilitators were believed killed in
the raid, although local authorities
later said they had found only nine
bodies. Ten others were wounded,
they said.

Residents, denying the presence
of foreigners, claimed the strike
killed local tribesmen and Afghan
labourers. Some pro-Taliban mili-
tants at a protest rally vowed to
avenge the air strike.

On Sunday, two policemen were
wounded in a roadside blast near a
police van in the town of Tank,
abutting South Waziristan district.

Pakistan has killed hundreds of
militants who fled Afghanistan after
the 2001 ousting of Afghanistan's
Taliban regime.

14-party wants

FROM PAGE 1
money holders to create a congenial
atmosphere for a free and fair poll and
build people's confidence in the polls
process. He however urged the CG to
ensure that 'innocent' political leaders
and workers are notharassed.

Mentioning that the previous BNP-
Jamaat coalition government had
prepared a list of criminals based on
political enmity, Jalil demanded its
immediate cancellation. He also
demanded thatthe CG prepare afresh
listof criminals and arrestthem.

The 14-party cooordinator said the
whole nation now demands arrest of
those people who have amassed
crores of taka by looting public money,
and created and patronised criminals
to protect theirillegal wealth.

Jalil hoped the CA will help build a
prosperous nation by implementing
his pledges of taking measurers
against corruption and other criminal
activities.

Referring to the CA's views on the
price hike of essentials, he said a
'Hawa Bhaban syndicate' responsible
for the price spiral during the previous
government's tenure is still active. If
those persons are not identified,
arrested and tried, any efforts to
control prices would not succeed, he
stressed.

Jalil urged Fakhruddin to take
steps for proper investigation into on
the August 21st grenade attack on an
AL rally in the capital, killings of former
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria, AL
lawmaker Ahsanullah Master and
serial blasts in the name of religion. All
political killings, and killings of 26,000
people during the last five years must
also be probed, and those responsible
tried, he demanded.

Jalil said the CA's speech has
legitimised their demands for reconsti-
tuting the EC, depoliticising the admin-
istration, preparing a flawless voter
roll, installing transparent ballot boxes,
making voter identity cards and
improving the law and order for free
andfair polls.

"These demands are people's
demands and that have been reflected
in the speech of the chief adviser," said
the 14-party leader.

Senior alliance leaders present at
the briefing included Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Obaidul Quader,

Hasanul Haque Inu, Abdul Mannan,
Abdur Rahman and Abdus Samad.
HASINAPRAISES CA'S SPEECH
AL President Sheikh Hasina also
welcomed the CA's speech yesterday.

She praised the CA for his stance
against the corrupt and criminals and
urged the caretaker government to
take measures to hold a free, fair and
credible election in the country within
the quickest possible time.

Hasina, however, stressed the
need for announcement of the next
poll date. "People's expectation would
be fulfilled if the chief adviser in his
speech to the nation announced a
date for holding the next general
elections."

Hasina was speaking at a view
exchange meeting with the leaders
and activists of Al's student wing
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) at
her Dhanmondi office on the occasion
of Swaraswati Puja.

Over the criticism of political lead-
ers by the Nobel Peace Laureate Dr
Muhammad Yunus, Hasina said he
should not criticise all politicians in
general. She admitted the existence of
corrupt individuals in politics, but
asked Dr Yunus to first identify the
corrupt politicians and then criticise
those particular corruptones.

The BCL leaders attending the
meeting congratulated Hasina's US-
educated only son Sajeeb Wazed Joy
on his being nominated as a young
global leader this year by the World
Economic Forum.

Hasina advised the BCL leaders to
concentrate on their studies to prepare
themselves for building a prosperous
country.

AL leaders Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim, acting general secretary
Obaidul Quader, Mukul Bose, Abdul
Mannan, Sultan Mohammad Mansur
Ahmed, Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, BM
Mozammel Haque, Enamul Haque
Shamim, Ajay Kor Khokon, Suijit Roy
Nandi, and BCL president Mahmud
Hasan Ripon were present at the
meeting among others.

Political parties
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President Hasanul Haque Inu and
General Secretary Syed Zafar
Sazzad in a joint statement yester-
day congratulated the CA for identi-
fying the barriers to holding a credi-
ble election. The JSD leaders urged
the CA to outline a clear plan for a
free and fair election as soon as
possible.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Sramik Jote
and Jatiya Sramojibi Party also
congratulated the CA and insisted
on taking necessary steps to pre-
pare national identity (ID) cards

immediately.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh
National Women Lawyers'

Association (BNWLA), Bangladesh
Institute of Human Rights (BIHR),
Bangladesh Manobadhikar
Samonnoy Parishad (BMSP) in
separate welcome notes demanded
an election supervision council and
immediate steps for holding a fair
poll.

The CA's vows for reconstituting
EC, preparing correct voter list,
separating EC secretariat, eliminat-
ing corruption and monitoring
election has earned the confidence
of common people in the caretaker
government, BNWLA Executive
Director SalmaAli noted.

BB plans
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election is needed to be amended
as its arm does not reach the loan
defaulters of financial institutions.

The Election Commission had
cancelled about 200 nomination
papers on grounds of loan default
while scrutinising the candidatures
for the general election that was
cancelled on Sunday, EC sources
said. Some of them, however, were
exempted on appeal.

The central bank recommended
the finance ministry to prepare the
nomenclature of defaulters of
financial institutions to prevent
them from contesting the election.

"The finance adviser has
already discussed the issue with
the law adviser," a highly placed
official told the news agency yester-
day.

The decision came in line with
the maiden speech of the chief
adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment to make election free from
corrupt people and black money
holders.

The central bank also recom-
mended the finance ministry to take
up with the Ministry of Law to simul-
taneously dispose of the pending
writ petitions regarding default loan
cases of similar nature.

Around 200 writ petitions are
pending with the High Court seek-
ing removal of the names from the
defaulter list of the Credit
Information Bureau (CIB) of the
central bank, sources concerned
said.

Meanwhile, a large number of
writ petitions remain pending with
the High Court challenging the
verdict of money loan court against
the defaulters.

"Realising default loans by
banks has become difficult as the
defaulters take shelter to the High
Court seeking stay orders," said a
senior Bangladesh Bank official.

He said the extent of default
loans has come down, but not up to
the mark and it's because of the writ
petitions.

According to the central bank
figures, 17.6 per cent of the total
outstanding loans was classified in
2004, which declined to 13.6 per
cent on December 2005 and again
rose to 16.6 per cent in June 2006.
It, however, came down to 14.3 per
centin September 2006.

EC reconstitution

FROM PAGE 1
in the EC meeting that had taken
place alittle earlier.

"l will certainly resign for the
sake of the country if the president
asks me," Modabbir Hossain
Chowdhury said in his office room.

"This is not an occupation rather
a missionary kind of a job,"
Modabbir observed.

"He (the president) appointed
me as an election commissioner
because he had considered me
neutral and competent," he said.

"If the president now thinks that
| am not competent and requests
me to resign, | will surely respond
to hisrequest," he added.

Modabbir however claimed that
he was never controversial in his
35 years of professional life.

"I will give priority to the coun-
try's interest if such a proposal
comes to me," Election
Commissioner Saiful Alam told
reporters on Sunday about his
personal thoughts after an adviser
to the caretaker government had
told the media that they expect the
election commissioners to relin-
quish the posts voluntarily.

Saiful Alam said he is ready to
resign if such a request comes
from the government.

However, the acting CEC
Justice Mahfuzur Rahman, while
leaving his office yesterday after-
noon, did not respond to the report-
ers' query about the election com-
missioners' possible resignation or
on the recent resignation of Justice
MAAziz from the post of the CEC.

Law and Information Adviser
Mainul Hosein told The Daily Star
on Saturday that all the 'controver-
sial' commissioners will have to
resign including acting CEC
Justice Mahfuzur Rahman.

He said reconstituting the EC is
a difficult job as constitutionally the
government cannot sack or
remove the CEC or the election
commissioners. "We expect them
to resign voluntarily... how long
could we keep them on leave. This
is really a crisis!" Mainul added.

Sangu gas production
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location. "But we will be able to
say it for sure in April when we will
have all data in hand,” said a
source.

Sources in Petrobangla and
Cairn say it is natural that a gas
field's production would gradually
decrease over the years but the
present state is somewhat sur-
prising.

"This field is producing gas for
the last eight years. It is normal
that production rate would now
reduce. But we did not expect the
rate to fall so dramatically," said a
Petrobangla expert.

An energy ministry high official
said many of the problems of
Sangu field could have been
avoided if Petrobangla had
allowed Cairn to conduct a three-
dimensional (3-D) seismic survey.
Cairn's proposal to do one such
survey was refused a few years
back.

"Petrobangla should have
been more accommodative about
Cairn's proposal. It has allowed
Unocal (now Chevron) to conduct
3-D survey at Bibiyana, and
Tullow in Block-9. If 3-D survey
was conducted at Sangu, there
could have been better drilling
plans and reduced risks for both
Cairn and Bangladesh," the offi-
cial noted.

A Petrobangla official was
critical about its role.
"Petrobangla did not take many
operational decisions on Sangu
based on the original appraisal
report on the field," he said.

"When the field started produc-
tion in 1998, Petrobangla allowed
Cairn to maximise production
because at that time the country
was reeling under gas shortage. If
Petrobangla was careful, it would
not have allowed 160 mmcfd
production rate and would have
settled for a conservative rate that
would have given the field a lon-
ger life," the official said.

High rate of gas production,
compared with the gas field's
capacity, can damage internal
structure of the gas field, leading
to a premature death of the field.
This has happened to Bakhrabad
gas field, which was initially esti-
mated to have 1.4 ftrillion cubic
feet (TCF) of gas. lll planned
production has led this field to

drastically lose its production
after extraction of only 0.4 TCF
gas. "However that might not
exactly be the case with Sangu.
Butitis a similar case," he added.

Meanwhile, Cairn has mobi-
lised two sea vessels in the Bay of
Bengal for fresh exploration at a
cost of $40 million. It will conduct
drilling at South Sangu by mid-
February, and in Hatia, 25 km off
Sangu, in April.

"These are exploration wells. If
nothing is found there, Bangladesh
will not bear its cost," said a source.

The country now needs around
1,500 mmcfd gas. A large portion
of it comes from Jalalabad,
Moulavibazar and Sangu under
separate production sharing
contracts (PSCs) with foreign oil
companies.

NDI
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next parliamentary polls.

NDI Director (Asian affairs) Peter
Manakis said they would assist in
the electoral process including
preparation of a flawless voter list.

Hasina thanked them for detect-
ing flaws in the current electoral roll.

After the meeting at the AL chief's
Sudha Sadan residence, NDI
Resident Director Dr Owen Lippert
told reporters that they are now
observing the political parties'
thinking in the changed political
scenario.

He said the NDI would offer all
sorts of cooperation in holding a
free, fair and credible election in
Bangladesh.

"We are ready to share our
expertise in training the field level
election officials, if the authorities
concerned want," he added.

AL President's Political
Secretary Saber Hossain
Chowdhury told reporters that they
have discussed mainly the current
political situation.

They told the NDI delegation that
they want an election within the
shortest possible time, he said
adding that the NDI could train
workers of the political parties so
that they could contribute to prepar-
ing a correct voter list.

Saber said the NDI could also
undertake a long-term observation
mission to watch the preparation of
the voterroll.

"We have asked them to send
observers immediately," he added.

Oriental Bank scam

FROM PAGE 1
former executive vice-president and
another former executive vice-
president Muhammad Muktadir
Billah were picked up from their
houses in the early hours yesterday.
Tariqul Islam Khan, the other
accused and also a former assistant
vice-president of the branch, is still
atlarge.

The arrestees were brought to
the Tejgaon Police Station first.
From there, they were sent to the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka. The court ordered
them to be placed behind bars,
setting February 22 for the next
hearing.

The scam came out after the
bank authorities carried out a probe
into Ashfaqul Hakim's account
transactions last week. The investi-
gation followed Ashfaqul's resigna-
tion from the bank.

The investigation team found
one Kiron Traders deposited Tk 5
lakh in his account on June 18,
2006, before the central bank took
over the problem-ridden private
bank.

It also gathered that the voucher
of the Kiron Traders did not describe
details of the deposited money.
Further investigation revealed that
the Kiron Traders' account with the
Oriental Bank's Karwan Bazar
branch was opened flouting the
existing rules. Besides, ithad used a
fake address.

Five more fake accounts had
been opened in the last four years
under the name of Swadesh
Enterprise, Friends Trading,
Mahbub International, Bikrampur
Traders and Igbal Enterprise.

A huge amount of money, trans-
ferred from the general account of
the bank's head office, had been
withdrawn from those accounts.

The officials accused were
involved in erasing from the bank's
computer system the transaction
records of the six accounts.

The investigators however have
managed to recover some of the
data with the help of Leads
Corporation, software provider for
the bank's computer system.

A high official of the Oriental
Bank told The Daily Star that some
influential individuals outside the
bank might have a hand in the scam.
"l don't buy that some junior branch
officials have appropriated such a
massive amount. | believe further
investigations will identify the real
culprits," he said in return for ano-
nymity.

An ACC official told The Daily
Star that they would quiz the
arrestees to know who the other
people involved in the crime are.

Earlier, a Bangladesh Bank (BB)
investigation revealed that Tk 595
crore had been swindled out of the
Oriental Bank with the connivance
of its top management.

The ACC filed a case in this
connection, but till date nothing had
been done to arrest the accused,
majority of who are shareholders of

the bank.

Asked about the matter, the
ACC official said, "We are still
working on the case and very soon
there will be a move to round up the
culprits." He said ports and borders
have already been alerted so that
they cannot flee the country.

Our court correspondent adds:
The lawyers representing the three
detained bank officials yesterday
made submissions seeking bail for
their clients. They argued that the
three were falsely implicated in the
case as part of a conspiracy.
Rather, former BNP lawmaker
Mosaddek Ali Falu had withdrawn
crores of taka from the Oriental
Bank Limited in the name of his
television station ntv, they added.

Anti-crime drive
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from Tangail reports that the joint
forces detained seven people,
including three BNP men, while
conducting raids in different
upazilas in the last 48 hours.

Army personnel on Sunday
afternoon held Shajahan Saju,
general secretary of Sakhipur
upazila unit of BNP and chairman of
Kakrajan UP and Tofazzal Hossen
Tapu, general secretary of Sakhipur
poura unit of Jubo Dal, sources
said.

The same day, Masudur
Rahman alias Liakat Mollah, presi-
dent of Nagarpur upazila unit of
Sramik Dal and Mohammad
Nannu, a drug peddler, were
arrested by the army, sources said.

News agency UNB says that
seven listed criminals were nabbed
in Habiganj town and Madhabpur
upazila by the army yesterday. The
arrestees include municipality
commissioner Abul Bashar from
Madhabpur and some BNP activ-
ists.

In Pabna, Rab and army men
held arms smuggler Mahidul Islam
with a gun and three bullets yester-
day, said our correspondent.

Meanwhile in Khulna, the joint
forces captured a Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) activist and an
alleged informer of an underground
party from Paikgachha upazila
yesterday evening.

In Jhenidah, 33 people were
arrested since Sunday night till
yesterday evening by the joint
forces. The arrestees include union
parishad (UP) chairman Abdul Latif
of Bashbaria union and seven listed
criminals.

In Satkhira, the joint forces held
two UP chairmen with criminal
charges against them Sunday
night.

They are Asadul Haque, chair-
man of Kulia union under Debhata
upazila and treasurer of district AL,
and Ruhul Quddus, chairman of
Anulia union under Assassuni
upazilaand alocal BNP leader.

In Netrokona, the army-led joint
forces arrested six people including
a Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) activist and listed criminals
since Sunday night till yesterday
evening.

Rights body
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inquiry reports.

"We are deeply shocked as
killing without trial in 'special drives'
after forming 'special forces' in the
name of law and order, instance of
which was established earlier, did
not stop even during the present
caretaker government,” ASK said in
a statement yesterday.

Number of deaths in Rab
crossfire and deaths in army cus-
tody is on the rise although the
government keeps on saying that it
will remain cautious about protect-
ing human rights, said the statement
signed by ASK Executive Director
Sultana Kamal.

Quoting newspapers, ASK said
five people were killed in army
custody since the declaration of
emergency.

The rights watchdog noted that
inhumane and extra-judicial activi-
ties like killing without trial are
contrary to the present caretaker
government's vow to eradicate all
injustice, corruption and irregulari-
ties from the country.

"And the panic it is creating is a
clear breach of human rights princi-
ple 'freedom from fear'.

"It seems that most of the citi-
zens welcomed declaration of the
state of emergency. People have
developed positive expectations
from the army especially for their
laudable and significant role in
foreign peace missions.

"So, the army needs to play a
more skilled and responsible role
regarding the detainees' security.
Otherwise, their positive image will
be tarnished," the statement said.

ASK expressed hope that the
army will behave in a humane,
responsible and lawful manner in
case of arresting people and during
interrogation following the arrest.

It said the government should
conduct proper investigation into
the deaths, and take necessary and
effective steps immediately to stop
recurrence of such incidents.

Referring to newspaper reports
and its own sources, a press release
of Odhikar said 19 people were
killed by law enforcement agencies
inlast 10 days.

Ofthe 19, three were killed due to
torture by army, one died while
trying to escape from an army van,
one jumped off a six-storied building
and died in joint forces' custody, one
arrested by the joint forces died in
police custody, eight were killed in
Rab ‘crossfire’, one in police
‘crossfire’, one tortured to death by
police, two died in hospital after
police arrest, it said.

Of the 19 victims, Odhikar identi-
fied four as belonging to BNP, two
Awami League, two outlawed
Janajuddho and one each to Purbo
Banglar Communist Party, Gono
Mukti Fouz and Sromojibi Mukti
Andolon. Besides there were a
farmer, an alleged drug peddler and
six alleged criminals.

Ward commissioner
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drive. "At one stage, she and her
associates swooped on the police-
men," he said.

Police lobbed teargas shells to
disperse the agitating people.
Additional police went to the area
and arrested Deepti, the police
officer added.

25 hurt
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working to fulfil their demands.

He also told the students that
the authorities would sit with them
as soon as the VC came.

But the students continued the
protests.

At this stage, the police forced
the demonstrators out of the cam-
pus.

The students blocked the road
in front of the campus and chanted
slogans against the administration
resulting in a traffic congestion in
the area fortwo hours.

Later, the VC told reporters that
he assured the students of sitting
with them to discuss their demands
and asked them not to create
anarchy during the state of emer-
gency.

He said the residential problems
would be solved after assessing
the university's properties, which
will be assessed by a high-powered
committee to be formed soon.

The leaders of both Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
met the VC after the clash and
expressed solidarity with the dem-
onstrators' demands.

JCD leaders alleged that
Jamaat-e-Islami backed Islami
Chhatra Shibir instigated the stu-
dents to launch the demonstration
and fight against the law enforce-
ment agencies.

Railway land

FROM PAGE 16
obstructing pedestrians on the
pavement.

The DCC also cleared off the
veranda of Municipality Market near
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel as they
intended to make a pavement there,
market sources said.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Chhinnamul Hawkers Samity
(BCHS) yesterday urged the gov-
ernment to rehabilitate the hawkers,
who were evicted, in the city and to
take steps against extortionists,
BSSreports.

The BCHS leaders said the
hawkers were evicted recently by
police, Rab and the army but they
have no alternative employment, a
pressrelease said.

They demanded the hawkers be
allowed to do their business until
alternative employments were
arranged for them.

l[ran announces
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The United States, which led military
manoeuvres of its ownin the Persian Gulf
in October, also accuses Iran of support-
ing militants in Irag's sectarian bloodshed
and is trying to rally Arab allies to isolate
the Tehranregime.

Iran's new manoeuvres are the first
since the UN Security Council imposed
sanctions last month over
Ahmadinejad's defiance of its demand
that Tehran suspend uranium enrich-
ment. The sanctions ban selling materi-
als and technology that could be used in
Iran's nuclear and missile programmes.

The United States and its allies
accuse Iran of secretly developing
atomic weapons in violation of its treaty
commitments. Tehran has repeatedly
denied that, saying its programme is
solely for the peaceful purpose of
developing nuclear technology to
generate electricity.

A top American diplomat urged Iran
on Sunday to resume negotiations on
curbing its nuclear programme, waming
of stepped-up intemational pressure if
diplomacyfails.

Iran has barred 38 inspectors with
the UN nuclear watchdog, the
Interational Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), from entering the country, an
Iranian lawmaker was quoted by Iran's
ISNA news agency on Monday as
saying.

The head of parliament's Foreign
Affairs and National Security
Commission, Alaeddin Boroujerdi, did
not give details about which inspectors
hadbeenbarred.

IAEA inspectors make routine
checks of Iran's nuclear facilities but last
summer Iran temporarily denied visas to
some inspectors and curtailed the
frequency of visits to atomic sites by

BNP

FROM PAGE 1

innocent citizen but we have seen the
news of a few unnatural deaths in
today's newspaper. We hope his
speech and the reality would be
consistent," he said.

He urged the authorities con-
cerned not to harass or repress any
innocent citizen.

"Terrorism and corruption should
be removed not only for the election
process but also for the peace,
welfare and development of the
country. The four-party alliance
achieved huge success in the fight
against terrorism through conducting
'operation clean heart' and creating
the Rab," Mannan Bhuiyan said.

The alliance government also set
up an independent Anti-corruption
Commission and took initiative to
make it effective, he said.

The four-party alliance govern-
ment worked for eliminating the black
money and muscle power through
removal of terrorism and corruption,
he said, adding that they emphasised
the matter during nomination of the
party candidates for the election.

"The four-party alliance govern-
ment completed most of the tasks for
separation of the judiciary and the
present caretaker government only
implemented that as per the court
direction," the BNP leader said.

"The chief adviser told a lot of
positive things but his saying that the
nation should be free from the reli-
gion-based problems and social
discrimination might create confu-
sion as there is nothing like religion-
based trouble here," he said.

BNP Standing Committee mem-
bers Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain
and Khandaker Mahbub Uddin
Ahmad, Vice-chairman MK Anwar,
Joint Secretary General Nazrul Islam
Khan, Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid, Muhammad
Qamaruzzaman, Bangladesh Jaitya
Party Secretary General Shamim Al
Mamun, Islami Oikyo Jote leader
Abdul Latif Nezami and Ahmad Abdul
Quader were also present at the
press conference.

Earlier the four-party leaders
discussed the latest political situation
as well as the chief adviser's address
to the nation.

inspectors already in the country to
convey its anger over Westen pres-
sure.

"The committee (in charge of imple-
menting the parliamentary legislation)
decided not to allow 38 inspectors to
enter Iran and this restriction has been
officially announced to the IAEA
Alaeddin Borujerdi said.

In December 2006, parliament
adopted a bill requiring the government
to revise its cooperation with the IAEA
after the UN Security Council passed a
resolution to impose sanctions on Iran
for its refusal to suspend uranium
enrichmentwork.

Speaking in Israel, Undersecretary
of State Nicholas Burns said the limited
UN sanctions imposed were just the
beginning of the global effort to punish
the Tehran regime. "Iran is going to have
to suffer the consequences of being an
international pariah," he said.

Ahmadinejad has remained defiant,
saying Iran has the right to conduct
uranium enrichment, a process that can
produce fuel for nuclear reactors but
also provide material fuel for atomic
bombs.

But the president's tough talk has
come under criticism from both ends of
Iran’s political spectrum. Some reform-
ists and conservatives have accused
Ahmadinejad of focusing too much on
fiery anti-Western rhetoric and not
enough on domestic issues, including
the economy.

Ahmadinejad strongly defended his
economic policies Sunday, and said
again that sanctions would notdeter Iran
from pursuingits nuclear programme.

"The (Security Council) resolution
was delivered dead. Ten more similar
resolutions will not affect our economy
and our policy," he said in a speech
broadcast live on state TV as he deliv-
ered the budget forthe New Year.

"Falsely, they want to imply that we
have had costs in this regard," the
president said, apparently referring to
recent news stories in the West that
said prices for food and other basic
goods have risen in Iran since the
sanctions were imposed in late
December.

Iranians have been hit hard by
inflation, which the government says is
running at 11 percent a year and
independent Iranian economists
estimate as high as 30 percent.
Unemployment also is a problem, with
the government saying the jobless rate
is 10 percent while experts put it at 30
percent.

Ershad
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there were no elements to give him
punishment.

Ershad along with his party leaders
and activists appeared before the court
at 10:15amyesterday.

Earlier, the court recorded state-
ments of eight prosecution witnesses
including the complainant and investi-
gation officer (I0) of the case.

Ateam of customs officials held four
people including two foreign nationals
from Zia International Airport on July
17, 1990, when they were attempting
to smuggle around 3.6 kgs of gold
worth about Tk 2.5 crore into
Bangladesh, the prosecution said.

A smuggling case was filed against
the four-- Bernhard Rudiger of
Germany, David Anthony Chalmar
Chaker of England, the then manager
of the Zia International Airport Major
(retd) Ashraf Uddin Sekender and Abu
Taher, an airport security guard, with
the Cantonment police station the
sameday.

During the investigation, the 10
found evidence of Ershad's involve-
ment in the smuggling and his name
was included in the charge sheet on
August31,1991.

The trial against Ershad did not start
due toaHigh Court (HC) stay order.

Another Dhaka courton January 17
freed Ershad from serving out the
sentence given by the HC on
December 14 last year in connection
with a Japanese boat purchase case.

He was also acquitted and dis-
charged of four graft cases in August
and September last year after his
announcement to join the four-party
alliance.

Twin blasts kill 88
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Sunday in separate attacks in the
Anbar province, an insurgent strong-
hold west of Baghdad, the military said.
The deaths came a day after 25 US
troops were killed Saturday in the third-
deadliest day since the war started in
March 2003 eclipsed only by the one-
day toll 37 US fatalities on Jan. 26,
2005, and 28 on the third day of the US
invasion.

The heaviest tolls on Saturday
came from a Black Hawk helicopter
crash in which 12 US soldiers were
killed northeast of Baghdad as well as
an attack on a provincial government
building in the Shia holy city of Karbala
thatleft five US troops dead.

The violence underscores the
challenges faced by US and Iraqi
forces as they seek to rein in Sunni
insurgents and Shia militias that have
made the capital and surrounding
areas a battleground.

Meanwhile, two government
officials on Sunday said Irag's prime
minister dropped his protection of an
anti-American cleric's militia after
being convinced by US intelligence
that the group was infiltrated by death
squads.

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki's
turnaround on the Mahdi Army was
puzzling because aslate as Oct. 31, he
had intervened to end a US blockade
of Sadr City, the northeast Shia
enclave in Baghdad that is headquar-
tersto the militia.

Shia militias began taking revenge
after more than two years of incessant
bomb and shooting attacks by Sunni
insurgents.

Sometime between late October
and Nov. 30, when the prime minister
met President Bush, al-Maliki was
convinced of the truth of American
intelligence reports which contended,
among other things, that his protection
of radical cleric Mugtada al-Sadr's
militia was isolating him in the Arab
world and among moderates at home,
two government officials said.

"Al-Maliki realized he couldn't keep
defending the Mahdi Army because of
the information and evidence that the
armed group was taking part in the
killings, displacing people and violating
the state's sovereignty,” said one
official.

Both he and a second government
official who confirmed the account
refused to be identified by name
because the information was confiden-
tial. Both officials are intimately aware
ofthe prime minister's thinking.

"The Americans don't act on
rumours but on accurate intelligence.
There are many intelligence agencies
acting on the ground, and they know
what's going on," said the second
official, confirming the Americans had
given al-Maliki overwhelming evi-
dence about the Mahdi Army's deep
involvementin the sectarian slaughter.

Last Friday, in abid tofend offan all-
out American military offensive, al-
Sadr ordered 30 lawmakers and six
Cabinet ministers under his control to
end their nearly two-month boycott of
the government. They were back at
theirjobs Sunday.

Al-Sadr had already ordered his
militia fighters not to display their
weapons. They have not, however,
ceded control of the formerly mixed
neighbourhoods they have captured,
killing Sunnis or forcing them to aban-
dontheirhomes and businesses.

The firstgovernment official said al-
Maliki's message to al-Sadrwas blunt.

"He told the sheik that the activities
of both the Sadrist politicians and the
milita have inflamed hatred among
neighbouring Sunni Arab states that
have been complaining bitterly to the
Americans," the official said.
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