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West Indies players engage in stretching exercises at the Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadiumin Nagpur on Saturday ahead of their first ODI against India

on Sunday.

Windies say all OK

lﬁl Cricket

AFP, Bridgetown

Despite worries over hotels, stadi-
ums and visas, it's beginning to
look like the World Cup is coming to
the Caribbean as the 50-day count-
down to the opening ceremony
begins.

Officials from the nine host
nations are busily putting things in
place for the game's biggest show-
piece which officially opens in
Jamaica on March 11.

Butone issue which threatens to
derail the arrival of thousands of
fans is the CARICOM special visa
which will allow visitors to travel
freely throughout the Caribbean for
the duration of the World Cup.

The visa will come into effect
from February 1 and last until May
15.

In a historic move, the nine host
nations have agreed to be treated
as a single domestic space.

Their primary intention is to
guard against terrorism.

Nationals of the United States,
Canada, Germany, Ireland, ltaly,
Spain, Britain, The Netherlands,
South Africa, Japan, France, and
all CARICOM nationals except
Haiti, do not require a visa.

But citizens of non-exempted
countries, such as cricket heavy-

weights India and Pakistan, are
required to have a visa.

Barbados' Deputy Prime Minister
Mia Mottley has been given respon-
sibility for the Caribbean's security
arrangements for the World Cup and
she has defended the controversial
visa.

"The countries involved in
cricket are countries that are
involved in the global war against
terror," she said

She noted that the United
States, Britain, Australia, India,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka were the
largest sources of foreign visitors
for the World Cup, and they have all
been at the centre of some form of
terrorismin recenttimes.

Mottley insisted that hosting the
third largest sport event in the world
carried a heavy responsibility, and
the Caribbean may be a convenient
target for terrorists because of a
perception that the security was
less stringent.

"We want to send a message
that we have invested substantial
amounts in security and we have
tried to provide a strong environ-
ment to protect our citizens and
visitors because we recognise that
to come back from a terrorist act will
be a major hurdle and we simply
have no room to manoeuvre as
small states," she said.

Meanwhile, personnel from
organising committees in St.

Vincent and Guyana have been
engaged in simulations of actual
match day scenarios to reassure
tournament heads that they are all
ready.

Further simulations will follow
over the next week in Trinidad
Tobago, followed by Grenada, and
St. Kitts Nevis.

Barbados, St. Lucia, Antigua
Barbuda and Jamaica will hold their
trials next month.

As the countdown gathers pace,
the nine host nations have been
told they need to brace themselves
for the thousands who will descend
on theregion.

"Of course, a lot of people are
coming for the cricket, but a lot are
also coming for the party of a life-
time which they expect with such
an event taking place in the
Caribbean," World Cup managing
director Chris Dehring said.

"These memories will be indeli-
ble and we must ensure that we
make them as unforgettable as
possible, priceless even," declared
Dehring, adding that the knock-on
effect of a sensational World Cup
would be a fillip to the Caribbean's
tourism industry for years to come.

Most of the infrastructure for the
eventisin place.

This includes new stadiums,
where the matches will take place,
enhanced airport operations, newly
paved roads, and other facilities.

Depending on to whom you
speak, Caribbean people are still
taking hosting of the World Cup in
stride.

It is also very evident in the
pattern of ticket sales for which
organisers have had to issue
several reminders to locals.

Though they all know what is at
stake, they have berated the
heavy spending. Many feel that
the vast sums spent on the World
Cup could have been invested in
improving roadways, enhancing
hospitals, constructing homes for
the underprivileged, providing
better public transportation, and
upgrading other basic social
services.

Hartley Henry, a regional politi-
cal strategist, aptly summed up
the general feeling in his column in
the Nation newspaper in
Barbados.

He wrote: "Somehow one gets
the impression that had all this
sprucing up been inspired by a
genuine desire to make life better
for Barbadians first and foremost,
less pressure would be on authori-
ties to now play the catch-up game,
for the sole benefit of visitors, many
of whom will probably not be
bowled over by what they see and
whose lasting memories of the
World Cup will still be what hap-
pened on the pitch."

Emirates braces
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After a couple of transitional cam-
paigns, Ferguson has sculpted a
new side with enough swash in its
buckle to rival Arsenal for the title of
the country's most entertaining
side.

And even if the current United
generation go on to lift the league
title, the Scot will not want that
achievement stained by the mem-
ory of two defeats at the hands of
his old adversary Wenger, even if
Jose Mourinho and Chelsea's
appearance on the scene has taken
some of the heat out of their rivalry.

"l don't think there is a great deal
of difference in experience between
the teams," Ferguson said.

"Arsenal got to the final of the
Champions League last season
and that was a great bonus for them
considering the number of young
players they have."

Despite a stuttering start to their
campaign, Arsenal passed United
off the pitch on their way to a 1-0
victory at Old Trafford in October
and not even Ferguson would
quibble with the outcome that
afternoon.

"They deserved to win that day
and this should be another fantastic
game," he said. "Both teams are
playing excellent football and it is a
difficultone to call."

With no major injury concerns,
Ferguson has his own difficult call
to make in attack, with Louis Saha
now fit again after a recent groin
problem.

The signs are, however, that he
will continue with the promising
combination of Rooney and loan
signing Henrik Larsson, who has
proved since his arrival at Old
Trafford that he has lost none of the
zest and guile that helped him
deliver last season's Champions
League trophy for Barcelona at
Arsenal's expense.

Memories of that night still give
Wenger, in his own phrase, night-
mares and the Frenchman admits
tobeing afan of Larsson.

"It's a player | like a lot, for his
intelligence and his team attitude,"
Wenger said. "l thought that his
time was over but there he is at 35,
still playing up front. It's amazing."

Rooney is without a goal in his
last seven matches and has
claimed just one in his last 13 out-
ings. But Ferguson remains a
believer. "Wayne just needs a
break," he insisted. "But he is a big-
game player and it will come."

Wenger has more to worry about
on the injury front with centreback
William Gallas sidelined and influ-
ential midfielder Gilberto Silva ruled
out through suspension.

Gilly bats against complacency

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Brisbane

Australian wicketkeeper Adam
Gilchrist insists the Australian
squad is not complacent despite
being undefeated in the tri-nations
one-day international series with
England and New Zealand.

The Australians continued their
run of victories when they beat
England at the Gabba in Brisbane
on Friday by four wickets.

But they were forced to fight
hard for the win despite bowling the
tourists out for just 155.

They lost six wickets in reaching
the victory target of 156 and were in
deep trouble at 108 for five before
Mike Hussey came to the rescue
and guided them home with an
unbeaten 46.

It could have been even worse
for the home side if umpire Daryl
Harper had given Hussey out
caught behind when the West
Australian was on 19.

The decision caused an ugly
confrontation on the field between
Hussey, English wicketkeeper Paul

Nixon and bowler James
Anderson, with Hussey admitting
later he should have been given
out.

Australia eventually cruised to
victory and secured a bonus point
to almost guarantee themselves a
place in the final of the tournament
and now travel to Sydney to meet
New Zealand, who have lost both
their matches sofar.

Gilchrist hit back at suggestions
the Australians were taking the
series lightly and said good English
bowling, a tricky wicket and poor
shot selection were the reasons for
Friday's poor showing.

"There's no complacency in this
team -- the competition for spots in
our team is at the highest level and
that in itself means our training
sessions are really intense and at
the top level, and that is being seen
in what we do out on the field,"
Gilchrist said.

"It was good for guys to be put
under pressure, but never have |
thought we were getting lazy or
taking anything for granted."

However, the Australians will be
eyeing World Cup places as much
as their New Zealand opposition on

Sunday.

While the home side go into the
match with everyone fit and in top
form, the New Zealanders will be
missing pace spearhead Shane
Bond, the one bowler to consis-
tently trouble the Australian top
order.

Bond is out with a back injury
and his place has been taken by
32-year-old Michael Mason.

The Black Caps are also miss-
ing key players Scott Styris, Jacob
Oram and Kyle Mills through injury.

Styris and Oram will rejoin the
squad before New Zealand's clash
with England in Adelaide on
Tuesday, but Mills may miss the
entire series.

In Bond's absence Wellington
fast bowler Mark Gillespie, who has
impressed in the first two games of
the series, will take the new ball.

"The new ball is what | know,"
Gillespie said. "I've done it all my
life so the extra responsibility, I'll
justthrive offit.

"You work on bowling plans to
each batter but as far as their name
goes, they're just another batter.

"As far as their superstar status
goes, itdoesn'tworry me."

Inzy puts
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17th five-wicket haul in Tests.

Inzamam was fortunate to
survive an appeal for a catch
behind off Andre Nel when he was
on 13 in the over after Sami's
dismissal.

The ball went through to
wicketkeeper Mark Boucher off
Inzamam's pad and umpire Peter
Parker gave him not out. But slow
motion replays showed that he got
an inside edge to the ball before it
brushed his pad.

Inzamam was dropped on 35.
An attempted hook shot against
Jacques Kallis ballooned off his
glove but Boucher, leaping high to
his left, could only get the tip of his
left glove to the ball.

Pakistan's ninth wicket fell at
191 when Inzamam was on 31 and
he added another 61 runs before
the last wicket fell.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the second
day of the second Test between
South Africa and Pakistan at St
George's Park on Saturday:
SOUTHAFRICA: Firstinnings 124
PAKISTAN: First innings (over-

night 135-6)
Hafeez cAmla b Ntini 13
Farhat c De Villiers b Ntini 0

Pakistan

Younis Khan c Gibbs b Ntini 45
Hameed c De Villiers b Ntini 2

Yousuflbw b Pollock 32
Akmal c Prince b Nel 33

Sami cBoucher b Ntini 10

Inzamam not out 92
Akhtar c Boucher b Kallis 4

Kaneria ¢ Gibbs b Pollock 1

Asif b Ntini 7
Extras: (b-4, 1b-11, nb-1,

w-5, pen-5) 26

Total: (Alloutin 76 overs) 265
Fall of wickets: 1-0 2-17 3-19 4-79
5-1356-1357-166 8-184 9-191.

Bowler o M R w
Nel 23 2 68 1
Ntini 21 6 59 6
Kallis 13 0 56 1
Pollock 14 2 42 2
Harris 5 1 20 0
SOUTHAFRICA: Second innings

Smith ¢ Inzamam b Asif 10

De Villiers not out 10

Amla not out 2
Extras: (nb-3) 3

Total: (Forfor 1 wktin 13 overs)25
Fall of wicket: 1-18.

To bat: J Kallis, H Gibbs, A Prince,
M Boucher, S Pollock, P Harris, A
Nel, M Ntini.

Bowler (o] M R w
Asif 7 4 10 1
Sami 6 2 15 0

Akmal's
father shot

INTERNET, undated

Muhammad Akmal Siddique, the
father of Pakistan's wicket-keeper-
batsman Kamran Akmal was
roughed up by some assailants last
night near Factory Area on
Sheikhupura Road, in Lahore.

They reportedly shot at and
injured Siddique before fleeing the
area.

Some armed men held up
Siddique outside the Data Darbar
and drove him towards
Sheikhupura Road. As he put up
resistance, the gangsters shot at
and injured him and drove away
with the vehicle, besides taking
away cash in thousands and cell
phone, the Dawn reported.

Deserted on the road, the
injured was then taken to the Mayo
Hospital where he was admitted.

The identity of the assailants
could not be known, and so was
their objective.

New teammates
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"He's not stealing the money,"
added Vagenas of Beckham.

"On the one hand more power to
him and on the other you say ‘why
can't| be getting some of that?"."

Zimbabwe
want Taibu
back

INTERNET, undated

A report in the Zimbabwe
Independent claims that Zimbabwe
Cricket is making a desperate
attempt to lure back Tatenda Taibu
before the February 11 deadline
when squads for the World Cup have
tobe named.

Taibu retired from international
cricket more than a year ago after
his family was threatened by people
with links to both the government
and cricket.

Since then he has played in
Bangladesh, England and at the
moment is turning out for Namibia
in South African domestic competi-
tion.

Zimbabwe's cricket, meanwhile,
has continued to lurch from crisis to
crisis, and following a 5-0 one-day
whitewash in Bangladesh at the
end of last year, there are real fears
that the side could face humiliation
in the World Cup.

While Taibu was deeply
unhappy with Peter Chingoka, ZC's
chairman, it is understood that the
real obstacle to his return is the
38,000 dollars he is owed by the
board for outstanding match fees.

Two other players who have also
quit international cricket -- Andy
Blignaut and Heath Streak -- are
also believed to be owed more than
100,000 dollars between them.

Despite senior officials insisting
the board is not strapped for cash,
cheques have bounced recently
and sources privately admit that ZC
does not have enough to meet such
debts atthe moment.

"We hope we can talk and agree
with Taibu to come back, but maybe
he'll demand the money he says
Zimbabwe Cricket owes him," a
board member told The
Independent.

"Other players are being talked
toaswell.

There's Tinashe Panyangara
also who we hear might be in
Australia or England." Chingoka
recently said that a committee had
been formed to try to lure back
former players, but critics have
pointed out that it is likely to be a
short-term solution to try to save
face in the Caribbean.

One player briefly mentioned as
someone who might return was
Ray Price, but a friend of his said
that as nothing had changed since
he quit, that is not an option.

Many of those who walked away
were dismayed at the way
Chingoka and those close to him
have run the game in recent years,
and it will take more than some
sweet talk and more promises to
lure them back for anything longer-
term than the World Cup.

Babbel to hang
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the Germany team that won Euro-
96 in England and won a total of 51
caps for the national side, his last
coming in 2000, has targeted
becoming a manager of a
Bundesliga club after his retirement.

Top ladies waltz
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with a 6-1, 6-2 victory over Serbian
13th seed Ana lvonovic, consid-
ered one of the game's rising stars.

"Sharapova's a fighter and
we've always had tough matches
so I'll just have to do everything |
did today and probably even
more," said Zvonareva, who has
lost three of her five meetings with
the world number two.

Kim Clijsters, whose red-hot
form has seen her installed as the
bookies' favourite ahead of
Sharapova, admitted after a 6-3, 6-
3 win over Ukrainian 29th seed
Alona Bondarenko that she had
notbeen tested yet.

"When you come down to a
Grand Slam, it's always nice to
save your energy. I'm definitely
not complaining about that," said
the Belgian fourth seed, who will
retire at the end of the season to
settle down.

Martina Hingis, who made a
spectacular return from retirement
to reach the quarterfinals last year,
admonished herself for too many
unforced errors but always looked
comfortable beating Japan's Aiko
Nakamura 6-2, 6-1.

"It's always a great feeling to be
in the second week of a Grand
Slam, that's what you come here
for," she said.

"Being seeded sixth, that's what
you expect at least -- I'm happy |
was able to at least fulfil my com-
mitmentso far."

Hingis and Clijsters have been
so dominant in the early rounds
that they have a competition see-
ing who can crush their opponents
quickest, a race Clijsters won by
two minutes Saturday with her 60
minute victory.

In the only other match on a
rain-affected day, Australian Alicia
Molik was beaten by eighth seed
Patty Schnyder 3-6, 6-2, 6-0.

Shoaib surprised
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African bowlers and Makhaya Ntini
in particular, with 4 for 18 in his 10
overs, ripped through their top order
leaving them tottering on 135 for six,
with only Inzamamul Hag and the
tail to bat.

Australian ¥y Open

The Grand Slam of Asia/Pacific

INTERNET, undated

Maria Sharapova's offseason had
a few of the usual things: a couple
of sponsor commitments and a
few days lying on the beach. It
also had an unusual activity: a
swing through the jungle at the
end of arope.

The Russian star spent 10
days at a resort in Costa Rica
before flying Down Under for the
Australian Open, and took a
wilderness tour in the Central
American country that included
flying "400 meters in the air,
going 40 mph, on a skinny little
rope," she said on her Web site.

"It's so fun, so surreal, you're
on a different planet when you do
those kind of things," Sharapova
said Saturday after advancing to
the fourth round of the year's first
Grand Slam with a 6-3, 6-1 win
against Italy's Tathiana Garbin.

"I love to get an adrenaline
rush," she said. "There's only so
much sitting on the beach you
cando."

In her Internet posting,
Sharapova said she spent time
laying by the pool and seaside at
the resort, and with slices of
cucumber on her eyes during
daily spa treatments before
boredom setin.

The 19-year-old's two-week
vacation -- which included time at
her homes in Florida and in
California -- ended the best year
in her career, which included her
second Grand Slam title at the
U.S. Open, a No. 2 ranking and
the top seeding here.

Sharapova said she had abso-
lutely no problem forgetting
about tennis for a while in the
offseason.

"Like that," she said, snapping
her fingers.

But she was brought back to

reality when she turned on the TV
at one point during her vacation.
"I turned on ESPN, | saw 'Live
coverage of the Australian Open
starts the 15th of January,"
Sharapova said. "That was the
end of that. That was not a good
TV experience. It was like, who
needs this?"
LEADING THE WAY: Vince
Spadea of the United States is
leading the Australian Open in a
dubious category, and he's not
even around in singles play.

Spadea was fined 4,000 dol-
lars by tournament officials for
verbal abuse and uttering an
audible obscenity in his first-
round doubles match Thursday --
and his team won.

SECRETS

Spadea and Jan Hernych of the
Czech Republic beat Daniele
Bracciali of Italy and Dominik
Hrbaty of Slovakia in three sets. A
day earlier, Spadea lost his sec-
ond-round singles match to
Hrbaty in four sets.

BON APPETITE: Amelie
Mauresmo's off-court routine at
the Australian Open includes
cards, watching her compatriots'
matches on TV and some fine
French cuisine.

The defending women's cham-
pion is staying in the same hotel
as in previous years in South
Yarra, a riverside suburb that is
one of Melbourne's fanciest, with

upscale restaurants and bou-
tiques.
The relaxed atmosphere

extends to other French players,
who also stay nearby.

"We like the area. We have our
routine," she said. "Just really
stay in that area, play cards with
the other French guys, have
some good times at night for
dinner.

"We stay at the same place. A
few restaurants. | didn't go to my
favourite one yet, but I'm going to
gosoon."

The Frenchwoman has a red
wine collection at home in Geneva
(Bordeaux is a self-confessed
weakness) and lists creamy veal
stew and her mother's toasted
ham and cheese sandwiches as
her favourite foods.

Is the French food in
Melbourne up to her usual stan-
dard?

"Yeah, it's not bad," said

Mauresmo, whose 2006
Australian title began the best
season of her career including a
second Grand Slam at
Wimbledon and the No. 1 ranking
for most of the year.
Second-seeded Mauresmo
defeated Eva Birnerova of the
Czech Republic 6-3, 6-1 to
advance to the fourth round,
where she will face Czech Lucie
Safarova on Sunday.
FAMILY TIES: Having brothers
and sisters on the tennis tour can
add a sense of familiarity to the
locker room and add an intuitive
advantage to doubles matches.

There are at least five sets of
siblings at the Australian Open,
including the dominant doubles
pair of Americans Bob and Mike
Bryan, Ukrainian sisters Alona
and Kateryna Bondarenko, and
Scottish brothers Andy and
Jamie Murray.

"It's great to have someone in
your family that's going to be

around at all of the big tourna-
ments, someone that you can
hang out with, have fun with,"
said Andy Murray, the No. 15
seed in the men's singles whose
younger brother is playing in the
doubles.

"It takes a bit of strain off the
relationship with the coach. You
can go out for dinner with your
brother and your coach. It's not
just 1-on-1 all the time," he said.

The brothers occasionally
play together in doubles in the
tour, and Andy Murray said it was
a goal for them to play together at
Wimbledon.

"That would be great," he said.
"Not too many brothers can say
they played in one of the biggest
sporting competitions in the
world with someone in their
family."

The Bryans can. The twins
from Camarillo, Calif., are chas-
ing their eighth consecutive
Grand Slam finals appearance to
defend their Australian title.

Not all families are so close-
knit. Marat Safin said this week
he would watch ninth-seeded
sister Dinara Safina, "if they're
going to showiton TV."

He was speaking before his
third-round loss Friday to Andy
Roddick, which leaves him with
more time on his hands to follow
the progress of Safina, who faces
China's Li Nain the third round.
LOOKING FOR A LOGO: World
number three Nikolay
Davydenko's search for a cloth-
ing sponsor shows no sign of
ending despite interest from a
Chinese company.

The Russian wore a plain red
top provided by his racket spon-
sor in his Australian Open third-
round victory over Fabrice
Santoro on Saturday in stark
contrast to the logo-laden Kkits
worn by the likes of Chilean world
number nine Fernando
Gonzalez.

Davydenko was asked at a
news conference if any deals
were imminent following reports
at last year's Masters Cup in
Shanghai that a Chinese com-
pany was interested.

"At the moment, no," the 25-
year-old said. "l will be starting a
contract from this year but not
with Chinese."

Davydenko, who reached the
U.S. Open semifinals last year
usually wearing a plain shirt, is
the only player in the world's top
10 without a clothing sponsor.

PHOTO: AFP

Australian hope Lleyton Hewitt screams out in frustration after missing a shot during his match against Chilean
Fernando Gonzalezin the third round of the Australian Open in Melbourne on Saturday.

Mohammedan recover
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bowler. The off-spinner took 4-24
from just 27 deliveries to fold the
Brothers essay for 228.

Sharif Ullah top scored with 65
for Pegasus while Brothers middle-
order, despite getting starts, failed
to complete the task due to lack of
an anchoringrole.

SCORES IN BRIEF
MOHAMMEDAN: 283-7 in 50 overs
(Imtiaz 15, Junaid 87, Sharma 8,
Aftab 8, Sakib 81, Bashar 39,
Sahagir 4, Tapash 27 n.o., Arafat 5
n.o., extras 9, Waskuruni 1-67,
Quraishi 3-48, Sabbir 2-67).
VICTORIA: 226 all outin 46.4 overs
(Imrul 94, Faruque 20,
Hasanuzzaman 3, Quraishi 5,
Riyadh 52, Nazmul 10, Rahim 2,
Wasel 4, Waskuruni 20, Sabbir n.o.
0, Shahnewaz 7, extras 9, Tapash
3-48, Aftab 3-24, Sakib 1-40, Arafat
2-59).

RESULT: Mohammedan won by
57 runs

SONARGAON: 237 all out in 50
overs (Al-Shahriar 60, Opee 24,
Alok 2, Jayantha 33, Ashraful 63,

Marshall 19, Rafique 3, Dhiman 10,
Sharif 2, Robin 2, Ashiqur 1, extras
16, Farhad 2-28, Mosharraf 1-44,
Murad 5-54, Jahur 1-33).

BIMAN: 228-9in 50 overs (Javed 0,
Ragibul 4, Mosharraf 70, Jahur 9,
Sanwar 33, Mushfiqur 68, Farhad O,
Sajjad 22, Rasel 4, Murad 4 n.o.,
Shafaq 4 n.o., extras 13, Robin 2-
26, Ashiqur 1-43, Sharif 1-50,
Rafique 1-44, Marshall 3-31).
RESULT: Sonargaon won by nine
runs.

PEGASUS: 238 in 50 overs (Rabiul
14, Asif 13, Mohon 21, Reza 43,
Sharif 65, Raisul 3, Saif 6, Jubaer 5,
Sentu 22 n.o., Delwar 20 n.o.,
extras 26, Alamgir 1-37, Shafiul 2-
21, Hannan 2-55, Saju 2-49,
Humayun 1-31).

BROTHERS: 228 all out in 49.3
overs (Shahriar 0, Hannan 45,
Imran 36, Humayun 39, Anisur 26,
Fahadullah 35, Rubaiyat 10, Saju 1,
Lablur 14, Alamgir 2 n.o., extras 20,
Delwar 2-30, Jubaer 1-42, Kamal 1-
13, Sharif 2-49, Mohon 4-24).
RESULT: Pegasus won by 10
runs.

Blues capsize

FROM PAGE 20

introduce Shevchenko, opting
instead to hand Shaun Wright-Phillips
a left-sided role in which he has
repeatedly failed toflourish.

This was no exception to that rule
as Chelsea laboured to generate any
kind of opening as a swirling wind
made fluid football increasingly
difficult.

Liverpool, for the most part, were
content to sit on their lead, although
they could and should have killed the
contest by taking one of the three
chances they generated in quick
succession around the hour mark.

Two of them were wasted by Peter
Crouch, who nodded Steve Finnan's
whipped cross tamely into the arms of
Cech from inside the six-yard box,
then produced an equally insipid
header as he followed up the rebound
from a 40-yard Riise drive that had
clattered against the bar with the
Chelseagoalkeeperbeaten.

Kuyt then volleyed wide at the
back post after the energetic Riise had
gotround Geremion the left.

Shevchenko got his chance with
17 minutes left but by then Chelsea
were abeatenteam.
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