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Pariahs in police
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though one of his junior officials has
already been made DIG. He did not
get due raise even during the care-
takerregime.

In 2001, he was at Sardah Police
Academy as an SP and later posted
tothe PHQ.

Police Super ZA Morshed (12th
batch) was posted to Bilaychchari
APBn in Rangamati in 2001.
Superseded thrice, he was first
transferred to Uttara APBn and then
to Sylhet APBn where he is still
serving.

Mahfuzul Haq Nuruzzaman,
another SP of the 12th batch, was
transferred to Barbunia APBn after
the BNP-led government came to
power in 2001. He was superseded
twice there and was then posted to
APBn Chittagong.

The caretaker government first
sent him to the PHQ and later to
Chittagong Railway.

In 2001, SM Muniruzzaman was
ASP (riot) in the DMP. After being
superseded thrice, he was pro-
moted to Additional SP of Khulna.
But in that post, he was superseded
on 10 occasions.

Now he is stationed at
Mohalchhari APBn at Khagrachhari.

M Khurshid Hossain was addi-
tional SP, Pabna in 2001. During the
last five years, he was made SP
Chuadanga, SP Pabna and trans-
ferred to the PHQ where he is still
posted.

Didar Ahmed was additional SP
in 2001. He was transferred to the
Khulna Metropolitan Police (KMP)
and APBn Barbunia before being
promoted as SP Bandarban. Lately,
the caretaker government has
placed him at Sardah Police
Academy.

Munirul Islam, the first man of the
15th batch, was in Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP) in 2001.
From there, he was posted to
Jhenidah, TTS, Barisal, and Sardah
before the interim government
made him SP Bandarban.

He was superseded on as many
as 14 occasions. When most of his
batch mates were made SP, he was
still an additional SP despite being
the course senior.

Mohammad Ali Mia was AC DMP
in 2001.0Over the last five years, he
worked in Kurigram, then at the
Criminal Investigation Department
(CID) as an additional SP, and at the
Rajshahi Metropolitan Police (RMP)
as an SP CID. He is now stationed in
aforeign mission.

Awlad Ali Fakir was posted to
PHQ in 2001. After supersedence
on two counts, he was made addi-
tional SP Gaibandha and later
transferred to Khulna RRF. The
caretaker government has trans-
ferred him to the DMP as DC trans-

port.
Mizanur Rahman, a course
senior, was in Gazipur in

2001.During BNP-Jamaat rule, he
was transferred to Noakhali PTC,
Laxmipur circle, Rajbari Sadar and
RMP. He served as additional SP in
Chuadanga, Comilla, and then at
Rangpur PTC, TTS and Barbunia
APBn before being made SP
telecom.

PARIAH FOR RELIGION
Additional IGP Nabo Bikrom Kishor
Tripura was a DC in the CMP in
2001. In 2002, he was made special
superintendent (SS) at the CID. He
was then transferred to Khulna
Range ADD DIG, Police Academy
and then Detective Training School.

He was later sent to National
Defence College to complete an 11-
month course. On completion, he
was transferred to the PHQ and
then to the Staff College.

The caretaker government has
brought him back to the PHQ.

DIG Foni Bhushan Chowdhury
was SS CID in 2001. Superseded
several times, Foni was promoted to
additional DIG and transferred to
Khulna PTC. He was again super-
seded on a number of occasions
before being made DIG crime.

Sources said he is not being
promoted because he will become
additional IGP of CID once he gets
the next promotion.

On coming to power, the BNP-
led government transferred Krishna
Bandhu Das to Barisal APBn. He is
now in a UN mission.

Binoy Krishna Bala was made an
officer on special duty (OSD) while
he was an SP in 2001. In the course
of the next five years, he was trans-
ferred to Chittagong RREF,
Muktagachha APBn, Khulna APBn
and lastly to CID where he is now
serving as additional DIG.

Bhanulal Das was SP
Gaibandha in 2001. The BNP-led
alliance government transferred
him to Police Staff College and
made him SP Gaibandha. The
caretaker government made him SP
Kurigram.

Shoibal Kanti Chowdhury was
posted to TTS as an additional SP in
2001. Superseded several times, he
was transferred to Chittagong
Railway Police on promotion, then
to the PHQ and then Chittagong
RRF.

Nibash Chandra Maji was SP
Sherpurin 2001. He was transferred
to RRF Dhaka and is still there.

Banoj Kumar Majumder was
sent to Jhenidah as an additional SP
in 2002. He was first transferred to
Chittagong APBn, then RRF
Chittagong and the PHQ. The
caretaker government has sent him
to APBn Chittagong again.

Debdash Bhattacharya was in
the CID in 2001. There he was
superseded thrice before being
posted to PTC Khulna, and later to
the CID. Currently, he is working at
RRF Sylhet.

Krishna Pada Roy was at Sardah
Police Academy. During the last
government tenure, he was made
additional SP of Syedpur Railway
police and then transferred to
Khulna APBn. He is now in a foreign
mission.

Of the above-mentioned officers,
only two will do election duty.

Apart from them, officers of lower
ranks like additional SP, ASP,
inspector and sub-inspector had
also been subjected to discrimina-
tion, said sources.

Amulya Bhushan Baruawho was
second in his batch was posted as
AlG crime in 2001. When most of his
batch mates and juniors have been
made additional 1G, he is still
stranded in the post of AIG crime.

Besides, a number of officers
from districts adjacent to Gopalganj
too were victims of politicisation.

On taking over, the caretaker
government transferred DIG (cur-
rent charge) Sheikh Hemayet
Hossain Mia of Faridpur to railway
police.

When BNP took office in 2001,
he was SP Jhalakathi. The govern-
ment transferred him to Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police (RMP). He had
long remained an exception when
all his batch mates got promoted
one after another.

He got promotion as an addi-
tional DIG and was transferred to
Barisal though all his batch mates
were already made DIG by that
time. He was later transferred to
Rangpur PTC as an additional DIG.

Asaduzzaman Mia of Faridpur
who was in Chittagong Railway in
2001 was transferred to Syedpur
Railway and then to APBn Bogra.
While in Bogra, he was superseded.
Now he is serving at PTC Noakhali.

Nagorik body
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of necessary laws and regulations
so that clean and competent candi-
dates are able to get nominated and
elected, says apressrelease.
Anisuzzaman, Abul Ahsan,
Moinul Hussain Chowdhury, Samson
H Chowdhury, Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury, M Mujibul Huq,
Mahmudul Islam, Jamal Nazrul
Islam, Mahmuda Islam, Laila
Rahman Kabir, M Hafizuddin Khan,
Wahiduddin Mahmud, Igbal
Mahmud, Latifur Rahman, Abdullah
Abu Sayeed and ASM Shahjahan
attended the meeting chaired by
Rehman Sobhan, who is also the
convenor of the committee.
Debapriya Bhattacharya facili-
tated the meeting as member secre-
tary of the committee.

Joint forces
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of the police headquarters.

Our Cox's Bazar correspondent
reports: A Navy team raided the
house of Kabir Boidya at Officepara
in Moheshkhali upazila in the
morning and recovered five locally
made rifles, eight guns and 200
bullets after digging earth.

They also arrested Kabir
Boidya, 65, Nurul Alam, 45, Shikder
Miah, 50, and Amir Hossain, 45,
from the house and took them to
their Moheshkhali camp for interro-
gation.

Our Satkhira correspondent
adds: The joint forces arrested
Ashraf Hossain, chairman of
Keragachhi UP and president of
Kalaroa upazila Jubo Dal, from
Baliadanga Bazar in the upazila
yesterday.

Ashraf is accused in at least five
cases for different crimes including
torturing journalists, extortion,
grabbing shops, fish enclosures
and lands, snatching criminals from
the custody of Bangladesh Rifles
and police and beating the law
enforcers, sources said.

Ashraf, allegedly patronised by
a former BNP lawmaker, was
brought to the district headquarters
forinterrogation.

Our Natrakona correspondent
adds:  Army-led joint forces
arrested Kendua upazila AL leader

Abul Hashem, Netrakona district
JCD leader Al-Mamun, listed
criminals Ekhlasuddin and Ful Mia,
Lavu Mia and Nur Khan Mitu yes-
terday.

They also held Narayan
Chandra Saha, manager of Holy
Cinema Hall at Shamganj Bazar
under Purbadhala upazila in the
district as a blue film was being
shown in the hall on Friday night.

Our Rangamati correspondent
reports: Army men yesterday
arrested Babuya Chakma and
Sumaon Tripura for their alleged
involvement in toll collection, drugs
peddling and theft.

Our Pabna correspondent
reports: Army men and Sujanagar
police held seven listed criminals
including Sujanagar upazila JCD
President Jasim Uddin Bishwas
from Sujanagar upazila under
Pabna district early yesterday.

Our Madaripur correspondent
adds: Rapid Action Battalion
arrested Jubo League leaders
Siddikur Rahman, Ziaul Islam
Bappi and Abdul Mannan Matubbar
on Friday night.

Jhenidah police arrested 29
people including three outlaws at
different places of the district on
Friday night. Police also recovered
four live bombs during the drive,
reports our Jhenidah correspon-
dent.

EC reconstitution
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discuss preparation of voters' ID
cards, transparent ballot boxes, and
possible election schedules.

EC Secretary Abdur Rashid
Sarker told UNB that the EC will hold
a meeting today on cancellation of
the January 22 polls.

Earlier on January 15, Acting
CEC Mahfuzur Rahman told news-
men that elections would not be held
on January 22 and had been
deferred for the time being.

The EC has been mired in
controversy over preparing the
voter list since CEC Aziz took office
on May 23, 2005 during the BNP-led
coalition's rule.

Along with political parties,
foreign envoys, different profession-
als' organisations and civil society
personalities have also demanded
the EC be reconstituted to hold a
free and fair election.

US-based National Democratic
Institute (NDI) found in a study that
at least 13 million voters in the
updated voter list were either
excess or duplicates.

The EC spent nearly Tk 60 crore
to prepare a fresh voter list, which
was later cancelled by the High
Court under charges that the CEC
had taken unilateral decision for the
task ignoring two other election
commissioners' suggestions for
updating the voter list.

20 injured
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complained Mahmood's family.

"How can they tell us to leave our
house without issuing any earlier
notice," they said.

Police however said the inmates
of the house hurled stones at them
as they tried to remove them from
theirillegal possession.

Rajuk authorities and police said
the area has been illegally occupied
by a section of people for the last
fewyears.

Police conducted drive in sectors
10,11 and 13 and demolished
around 25 illegal structures, police
said.

Two people were arrested from
the area in connection with the
attack on the law enforcers.

SWF meet
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meeting place for ordinary people to
get a platform to reflect their
thoughts, have debates, share
ideas and oppose a world domi-
nated by capitalism or any form of
imperialism.

During the opening ceremony,
participants chanted slogans
against imperialism and repression
of people in different countries,
particularly in Palestine and Iraq.

They also carried banners with
anti-imperialism slogans as the
theme of this meet is "People's
struggle, people's alternatives".
This struggle is against neo-
colonisation and injustice, a better
world is possible, a speaker said
while addressing the opening
ceremony.

The organising committee of the
meet said their entire budget is less
than $7 million. The money was
contributed by different partners,
social organisations and govern-
ments including France and Italy.

Interestingly, the newspapers
published from Nairobi did not pay
much attention to the WSF, 2007
meet. The Daily Nation, the leading
English newspaper of Kenya, in its
front page ran only a single-column
news yesterday about the WSF
meet.

More frauds
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the client's signature.

The central bank report said
some officials of Oriental in different
branches also looted a large
amount of money in the name of
incentives marked for them for
increasing money deposits in the
bank through expanding the client
base.

The report said these officials
pocketed a huge amount of incen-
tives, but there is no document on
how much money was paid to them
by the bank against what amount of
deposit. Also in the name of incen-
tives to bank officials for bringing in
money from the call money market
the bank paid an unusually large
amount to them, the report added.

According to the central bank
rules and regulations, a bank cannot
lend money to a person or organisa-
tion amounting over 15 percent of its
total capital. But Oriental provided
large amounts of loans from its
difference branches bypassing the
central bank's rules and regulations,
the report said.

Sources in the Bangladesh Bank
said these are only the tip of the
iceberg of examples of irregularities
in Oriental Bank.

Meanwhile, the central bank
already sentits report to the Oriental
Bank authorities and Anti-corruption
Commission (ACC) for taking
actions against the bank officials
and owners who had been involved
in such arampant corruption.

ACC sources said based on the
BB report they already filed some
cases against some bank officials
and some more cases will be filed.

Oriental Bank sources said the
bank authorities already suspended
around 50 bank officials and they
are discussing with their lawyers
some other possible actions against
the guilty officials and their paymas-
ters.

Intelligence officials
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"Some Bangladesh intelligence
officials helped us plan the assault and
even gave us the vehicles for the
assault that morning, but | don't know
these Bangladeshis," he was quoted
assaying.

"They started interacting with us
after Paresh Barua briefed me on the
mission on July 26 in a safe house in
Gulshan in Dhaka," Saikia was quoted
as saying during questioning.

The Awami League said its leader
Sheikh Hasina, who was the prime
minister of Bangladesh between 1996
and 2001, was the target of the gre-
nade attack, the deadliest Bangladesh
had witnessed since its independence
in1971.

Indian authorities have blamed the
outlawed Ulfa for a four-day wave of
attacks in Assam this month in which
73 people were killed -- 61 of them
Hindi-speaking migrantworkers.

Ulfain the pasttargeted migrants to
the state, including from neighbouring
Bangladesh, who it claims take jobs
fromlocals.

The Bangladesh National Party
(BNP) led the government at the time
of the August 2004 incident. It started a
judicial probe into the carnage, but
failed to solve the case, and rejected
an opposition charge that it had been
involved inthe attack.
ULFAREJECTS CONFESSION

The Ulfa has rejected Saikia's confes-
sionas "nonsense."

"Pallav Saikia is either saying all
this nonsense under pressure or
he has been bought over and
forced to say all this," said Ulfa
spokesperson Rubi Bhuiyan.

"We don't meddle in the politics
of any other country, we are just
fighting to liberate Assam from
Indian colonial control," he said.

India has accused Bangladesh
of providing sanctuary to Ulfa
rebels who have waged a separat-
ist campaign since 1979 that has
claimed more than 20,000 lives.

Dhaka denies the charge.

Dr Yunus
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again all this money was invested
in war technology."

Asked by ElI Mundo about the
responsibilities of the September
11, 2001 hijackers who flew
passenger jets into targets in New
York and Washington, Yunus said
they were "no saints, they are evil".

"What I'm saying is that the
military response to terrorism is
nota solution."

Yunus and the Grameen Bank
which he created have helped
millions in Bangladesh extricate
themselves from poverty through
tiny, collateral-free loans.

FDI dips 43pc
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Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCCI).

It said the registration of the FDI
in these six months declined by 43
per cent compared to the same
period of the previous FY.

Despite decline in FDI the
country leads in a growth path in the
said quarter, thanks to bullish
remittance earning, increased
activities of the service and agricul-
ture sectors, the report said.

In the quarter under review the
growth of inward remittance accel-
erated to 38.3 per cent from 24 per
centinthe first quarter of the FY.

The total amount of remittances
increased to $1532 million in the
second quarter of the FY from $1108
of the same quarter of the previous
05-06 FY.

"The performance of transport,
storage and communication
reflected a favourable international
economic environment for trade.
Within the service sector, hotels,
restaurants and shops also
received some impetus from the
growth of the communication and
travel sub-sectors," itadded.

The review said the rate of
inflation slightly eased down to 6.85
per cent in November 2006 from
7.02 per cent in the preceding

quarter. The inflation declined to
6.37 per cent at the end of
November 2006 from 6.89 per cent
atthe end of September 2006.

The major factors behind the
lower inflation were the appreciation
of exchange rate and moderate
movements in agriculture prices,
the report said.

Gross foreign reserve at the end
of December stood at $3877 million,
equivalentto imports in 2.9 months.

"The build-up of reserve was
facilitated by buoyant receipts from
workers' remittances and export
earning. These inflows contributed
to the stability in the foreign
exchange market," the MCCI
quarterly said.

The report said the collection of
tax revenue worsened in the quarter
as it grew by 8.6 per cent compared
to 9.8 per cent in the previous July-
September period.

The report suggested that
government borrowing from the
banking sector be limited and work
stoppage in the Chittagong Port and
law and order problems in the
industrial belts be handled firmly so
as to improve the overall business
environment.

Top ex-army men
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through the years the public institu-
tions have been politicised and dam-
aged.

"Corruption by political parties
failed to integrate the people and it is
best understood by noticing that 90
percent of the people welcomed the
state of emergency.”

Asking to include members of
social think-tanks and other experts in
the caretaker government cabinet, he
proposed that the current caretaker
government should run the country for
six months or more to root out corrup-
tion from the electoral process before
holding the nextelection.

Asking for reconstitution of the Anti-
corruption Commission (ACC), he
proposed formation of an independent
police commission to depoliticise the
police administration.

Terming the calling out of the army
in aid of the civil administration as
'positive’, former army chief and BNP
lawmaker Lt Gen (retd) Muhammad
Mahbubur Rahman said the army may
assist the civil administration in appre-
hending criminals' godfathers, and in
recovering illegal firearms which are
strong obstacles to holding a free and
fair election.

Echoing the Prothom Alo editor,
defence analyst and columnist Maj
Gen (retd) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim
alluded that the army played a very
important role in declaring the state of
emergency to 'save the nation from
destruction'.

The constitution does not say
anything about postponing parliamen-
tary elections for natural calamities or
other situations, he added.

He proposed formation of a consti-
tution reform commission during the
caretaker government (CG) regime as
the CG itself does not have the power
toreformthe constitution.

Strongly criticising the poalitical
parties for not registering with the
government, he asked the CG to
launch a campaign through the media
fortheir reform.

"No government made any list of
criminal godfathers in 36 years," he
said, suggesting preparation of such a
listwith the help of the media.

He also opposed the use of the
army in capturing petty criminals,
saying arrests of innocent people
besides the criminals, as was seen in
the last few days, will tarnish the image
ofthe armed forces.

Talking about his opposition to Prof
lajuddin Ahmed's previous attempts to
call out the army, Lt Gen (retd) Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury, a former army
chief and adviser to lajuddin-led
caretaker government, said, "It
appeared quite clear to me then that
the objective of the calling out the army
was to frighten some specific political

quarters. The law enforcers them-
selves were able to tackle the situation
prevailing back then."

He asked not to task the army with
anything that can make it controver-
sial, and said, "The army is not an
alternative to democracy. They can
only assistit."

Asked by Prothom Alo Joint Editor
Abdul Qaiyum about what can be
done to ensure that the army will not
have to be in the field for long while the
people's expectations will also be
fulfiled, Hasan Mashhud replied
wisdom and strategic savvy are
required to achieve suchagoal.

"The political parties should be
made to understand that doing any-
thing anytime in the name of the
people is notdemocracy."

Saying that 100 percent of the
people supported the declaration of
emergency, Maj Gen (retd) Golam
Qader said the army and the people
can help the CG in correcting the voter
roll, making the voter IDs, and in
strengthening the EC, judiciary and
the Public Service Commission, which
have been damaged through the
years.

Opposing the belief that the coun-
try had been heading towards a civil
war, Lt Gen (retd) M Harun-Ar-Rashid
said it is not the army's job to free the
public institutions of corruption, rather
the root causes should be addressed.
The people need to be made aware to
ensure political parties’ accountability,
he said.

Suggesting using the army in voter
roll correction and in stopping the use
of black money during elections, he
however cautioned, "The armed
forces may loose acceptability if they
stay inthe field fortoolong."

Saying that the state of emergency
is not a solution, defence analyst Brig
Gen (retd) Shahedul Anam Khan
asked for honestand clean candidates
inthe next election. "The parliamentar-
ians should be accountable to the
people and not to any Bhaban or
Sadan,"he said.

Strongly criticising political parties
for their corruption and greed for
power, and for politicising the admin-
istration and public institutions, Maj
Gen (retd) Amin Ahmed Chowdhury
asked the officials of the republic not
to act as lackeys of the political
parties.

Couple killed
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on the family members sleepingin a
house adjacent to the factory, said
sources.

The injured have been admitted
in Dhaka Medical College Hospital
and Tongi Government Hospital in a
critical condition.

ACC files

FROM PAGE 1
The ACC in a meeting on Thursday
approved filing of the four new graft
cases.

The other accused in the new
cases are -- Imamul Hug, former
deputy managing director, Mohiuddin
Ahmed, assistant vice-president
(AVP), Mahmud Hossain, senior
executive VP (SEVP), Touhid Uddin
Khandakar, senior officer of Oriental
Bank Bangshal Branch, Syed
Mahmud Hassan, AVP of the same
branch, ANM Ashikur Rahman, senior
assistant vice-president (SAVP) and
former manager of the Bangshal
branch and Arif Kadri, former SEVP
now working at One Bank, Azizul
Bashar, former executive officer,
Sharifuddin, former assistant
managing director (AMD), Mohiuddin
Ahmed, former senior officer, Md
Muktadir Billah, former executive VP,
Ahmed Ullah AVP, Shafik Uddin,
former AMD, Babul Chowdhury,
proprietor of Chowdhury Builders and
KM Alam, proprietor of Meghna
Fashion Fabrics.

Former managing director of
Oriental Bank CM Koyes Shami was
also on the list of accused in the 29
casesfiled earlier.

ACC sources said the bank's
Bangshal Branch sanctioned the loan
for four fake organisations totalling Tk
21,76,66,055 and the accused

embezzledit.
The names of the four fake
organisations are -- Chowdhury

Builders, Meghna Fashion Fabrics,
Traders Assembly and SF Trade
International.

The ACC also found similar
irregularities in the bank's Bangshal
branch, from which the accused
misappropriated around Tk 4.18 crore
by allocating loan to a fake organisa-
tion, Bionic International. A case was
filed with Kotwali Police Station in this
connection on December 29.

In the four cases, the 16 are
accused of breach of trust, forgery,
collaboration and misuse of authority.

But, none of those cases includes
Orion Group chief Obaidul Karim's
name, who had been categorically
named as the key swindler in the
Bangladesh Bank (BB) investigation
report. A BB probe accused him of
swindling Tk 590 crore out of the
problem-ridden private bank.

However, ACC Chairman Justice
Sultan Hossain Khan told The Daily
Star, "We will file a new case against
him [Obaidul Karim].”

JCD man dies
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Hospital where he died at 6:00am
yesterday.

Family members alleged Ranju
was physically tortured at the army
camp.

When contacted, Nakla camp-in-
charge Major Sohel told the news
agency that Ranju was freed from
the camp without any interrogation
or torture although he was detained.

BSF kills 1

FROM PAGE 16

six Bangladeshi farmers from
Munshiganj border point in
Daulatpur upazila of the district at
about 10:00am.

According to the sources in 32
Rifles Battalion, a BSF patrol team
of Krishan camp in Nadia district
abducted the farmers when they
were cutting grass for their cattle
near the border.

Major Ashraf Hossain
Choudhury of the battalion told
journalists that the Indian Border
troops entered Bangladesh territory
and picked up the farmers at
gunpoint.

BDR sent a letter protesting the
incident and asked its Indian
counterpart for holding a flag
meeting. BSF did not respond as of
6:00pm yesterday.

BNP wants
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the caretaker government does
not have any obligation to hold the
election within that time frame are
not correct."

He hoped that the present
government will hand over power
to an elected government as early
as possible.

In his speech, Mannan Bhuiyan
blamed "some" political parties for
their "rashness because of which
the election could not be held in
duetime".

He also hoped that the election
will be held soon and the BNP wiill
win.

Bhuiyan lauded late president
Ziaur Rahman's activities and said
Zia is the founder of the modern,
and therefore, the present
Bangladesh.

Former chief whip of parliament
Khondoker Delwar Hossain said,
"If needed we will go for a move-
ment for an elected government.

"The Liberation War took place
to establish a people's govern-
ment," he said, adding that people
will not accept any other govern-
ment except an elected one in the
power.

Without naming Nobel Peace
laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus,
Delwar criticised him for his recent
comments on politicians.

Praising politicians for their
sacrifice, he said, "They court
imprisonment and take part in
movements and the other people
are their beneficiaries."

Dr Khondoker Mosharraf
Hossain and Advocate
Mahbubuddin Ahmed, among
others, spoke at the discussion.

US congress
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restrict use of the allocations --
some 100 billion dollars are
expected to be added to the
defence budgetin 2007.

On the domestic front,
Democrats did not wait to assert
their authority and discipline as well.

Displaying productivity not seen
in the Republican-controlled
Congress, members of the House
of Representatives proudly fulfilled
their promise to vote on their six
main initiatives, including a hike in
the minimum wage, in the first 100
hours of the legislative session.

Democrats also say that they
have forced the White House to
change atleast the tone.

"We found the president, in the
first six years, to be pretty stubborn
and we found in the last few weeks
as much change as has been in the
first six years," noted Senate
Democratic Majority Leader Harry
Reid.

"He's backed off from the
domestic spying, he has acknowl-
edged many mistakes in Iraq, and
there are rumblings from the White
House that in this speech that he's
going to give on Tuesday, he's going
to talk about energy and he's going
to talk about global warming," Reid

Rejoinder
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January 16 as stated in the report.

The rejoinder claimed that they
did not put any restrictions that the
bank drafts or pay orders should
be collected only from the banks
located in Dhaka city.

It also claimed that 22,530
applications have been received
from across the country after
publication of the advertisements.
OURREPLY
The report mainly focused on the
matter that the beneficiaries of the
last BNP-Jamaat government tried
to recruit 782 people hurriedly on
political consideration under the
SESDP project, but the rejoinder
mentioned nothing about it. The
report has been further proved
true, as the recruitment process
has been suspended on January
13 following its publication.

The only mistake that The Daily
Star made is that it put Secondary
Education Support Programme
(SESP) instead of Secondary
Education Sector Improvement
Project (SESIP) in the report. We
regret this particular error, but
stand by the report.

pointed out.

This search for compromise is
sure to have its limits because the
president may use his veto power,
and the narrowness of the
Democratic majorities in both the
Senate and the House is unlikely to
allow these vetoes to be overridden.

Bush has already promised to
block a bill aiming to promote
embryonic stemcell research that
passed the House last week.

Meanwhile, the war of words is
going on as usual.

On Friday, presidential spokes-
woman Dana Perino said recent
comments by new House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi were "poisonous" and
"unfortunate.”

The rebuke came in response to
Pelosi's statement, in which she
accused Bush of slapping
Congress with a fait accompli with
his new Iraq strategy.

"The president knows that
because the troops are in harm's
way that we won't cut off the
resources," the speaker said.
"That's why he's moving so quickly
toputthemin harm's way."

AL demands
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government filed false cases
against thousands of innocent
leaders and activists of Awami
League over the last five years.

"It will be wrong and unwise if
the drive is conducted on the
basis of the false cases," he
said, urging the administration
to arrest the corrupt people and
criminals, and not to harass
innocent politicians.

Hailing the crackdown on
criminals and the corrupt people,
the AL leader said people will
welcome this caretaker govern-
ment if it takes initiatives against
the real culprits.

Quader further alleged that the
previous government withdrew
some 70,000 cases of Kkilling,
terrorism and arson filed against
the leaders and activists of BNP-
Jamaat alliance on political con-
sideration. He urged the caretaker
government to arrest these crimi-
nals.

AL leader Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Motia Chowdhury,
Mukul Bose, Abdur Rahman,
Abdul Mannan and Mostofa Jalal
Mohiuddin were present.

Castro battling
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1959 and ushered in his Cuban
Revolution.

"There are those who want Fidel
to die," Chavez said alluding to a
recent Spanish press report that
Castro, 80, was gravely ill following
three failed operations.

"But | spoke to him a few days
ago ... We trust he will recover
completely," Chavez told the Rio de
Janeiro state legislature.

Chavez has visited Castro and
often speaks to him by telephone.

There has been mounting specu-
lation over the condition of Castro,
who has not been seen in public
since being takenillin late July.

Last week, a US intelligence
chief said Castro was terminally ill
and might have only days tolive.

"l don't know when he's going to
die," said Chavez. "I hope he lives
another 80 years, | hope he lives
another 100 years, but Fidel Castro
is one of those men who will never
die."

"He's like Che Guevara, the
immortal Che," the leftist president
said to the applause of some 500
people, in reference to the legend-
ary guerrilla leader and Castro's
right-hand who was killed in Bolivia
in 1967.

After intestinal surgery, Castro
transferred power temporarily to his
75-year-old brother Raul, who is
defence minister, and the Cuban
government since then has made
his health a state secret.

Chavez was in Rio de Janeiro to
attend a two-day summit of the
Mercosur trade bloc, of which
Venezuela is a member along with
Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and
Paraguay.

Meanwhile, the Spanish doctor
who examined Castro last month
said his health was improving and
again dismissed as alarmist reports
in the media.

Spanish newspaper El Pais had
reported on Wednesday what it said
were fresh details about Castro's
condition, saying the treatment he
had been given had triggered seri-
ous complications.

"According to my information,
there is even some progressive
improvement in Castro's health,"
doctor Jose Luis Garcia Sabrido told
CCN television.

"The only truthful parts of the
newspaper's reports are the name
of the patient, that he has been
operated on and that he has had
complications. The restis rumours."

According to El Pais: "Castro
suffered intestinal haemorrhaging
last summer and a severe infection
caused by inflammation of the large
intestine," a condition called diver-
ticulitis.

On Tuesday, El Pais quoted
sources at Madrid's Gregorio

Maranon hospital as saying that
Castro was gravely ill following an
intestinal infection and three failed
operations.

That report was also dismissed
by Garcia Sabrido.

Garcia Sabrido examined Castro
in Havana last month. After return-
ing to Spain he said the Cuban
leader did not have cancer, as had
been rumoured, and was making a
steady recovery. He declined to be
more specific, citing medical confi-
dentiality.

Hillary
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announced on her website.

"“I'm in. And I'm in to win,"
Clinton, a former first lady now
representing New York in the US
Senate, said in a video on her site.

"Today | am announcing that |
will form an exploratory committee
torun for president.

"The stakes will be high when
America chooses a new president
in2008.

"As a senator, | will spend two
years doing everything in my
power to limit the damage George
W. Bush can do. But only a new
president will be able to undo
Bush's mistakes and restore our
hope and optimism," said Clinton,
59.

"Only a new president can
renew the promise of America --
the idea that if you work hard, you
can count on the health care,
education and retirement security
that you need to raise your family.
These are the basic values of
America that are under attack from
this administration every day."

Clinton joins a field of six other
Democratic hopefuls who have
taken initial steps toward vying for
their party's nomination to run for
president in 2008, including fellow
Senator Barack Obama.

When Obama announced he
was forming an exploratory com-
mittee last week, Clinton told CBS:
"It's terrific that we're going to have
a very vigorous primary on both
sides."

Obama said Tuesday that after
going on tour around the United
States, he will announce his final
decision about running on
February 10 in lllinois, the state he
represents as a US senator.

That set in gear one of the most
watched primary battles in
decades, between two "firsts" --
potentially the first African-
American and the first female US
president.

Obama, with less political
baggage, is likely to cast himself
as the outsider. Clinton, a deeply
polarizing figure, is the ultimate
party insider and boasts more
Washington experience.
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