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Putting a price to

The military has put in a 5 point prog

L\m to the caretaker government which

include electoral reform, judicial and administrative depoliticization, fixing
power sector, good governance and anti corruption drive. If the interim
government moves on with these five point program with full public and army
backing, the parties will realise that the days of publics choosing between the
devils are over. It will be absolutely critical that this government now clearly
states that they will be in power for 12 months and will push through some key
reforms that we know these political parties will never implement.

ASIF SALEH

ERHAPS it's now time to
P debate whether we should
go about our lives with a
joke of a democracy or an efficient
military backed interim govern-
ment. You can start lining up the
recent news conference by Dr
Yunus where he practically called
politicians thieves and the recent
spate of reporting in the Daily Star
and Prothom Alo against the dirty
politics of AL and BNP and then
add up the numbers. In April last
year, | wrote a piece in this paper
titled "Sushil Samaj fights back." |
did not quite envisage this fight
back. Sushil Samaj is now really
fighting back with high stakes here
and | am really happy about that.
In the policy exchange confer-
ence two months ago in London, |
remember Hussain Haqqani from
Hudson Institute looking at Mr
Moudud Ahmed and saying that
he might have won the argument
showing technicalities of constitu-
tion but he should learn from the
example of Pakistan where the
fight over technicalities over
constitution by Bhutto and Sharif
led to General Musharraf's rule.
None of the constitutional techni-
calities that they used held any
water later on. Although the fierce
enemies at one time have now
joined forces against Musharraf, it
is too late for them. The reality in
Bangladesh's democracy is some-
thing similar. We call it democracy
because we have good elections.
But what follows the election is
shameless plundering of wealth.
As if democracy was defined by
elections only winning which gave
the leaders a free license to steal.
As if the stealing was not
enough. After looting endlessly
and crippling all our service sec-
tors, they wanted to make sure
that they are in power for a long
time to come. So why not take
down the institutions one by one.
Administration, lower judiciary,
caretaker government, election
commission -- all went one by one.
Finally the last bastion of hope --

the Supreme Court was gone too.

We only had a free press to
show for -- but did we really? The
black money holders after bank-
rupting the country decided to
have either the print media or the
electronic media to cloud the
news for their business interests.
We did not know right from wrong
because each news had two
versions. Not only you had to read
the news, you had to interpret who
was the owner of the news source.
Yes, we had free press on paper
but could our reporters from out-
side Dhaka report everything they
saw? Bangladesh became the
most dangerous place for journal-
ists in the world. One after another
journalists were killed and the
killers escaped punishment. Ask
any journalist from the outside
Dhaka and they will tell you how
they would have to tow the line of
the powerful. During Awami
League it was Feni's Tipu Sultan
beaten by AL MP Hajari, during
BNP rule it was Faridpur's Mithu
by BNP MP Shahid. Same cheap
wine -- only in different bottle. |
have met both of them. They did
not look much differenttome. The
beating of one was no less than
the other. And if you want to know
the state of Dhaka journalists, ask
Daily Star editor how many cases
he has against him by the political
parties. On the last count it was
20. Suchis the state of free press
in our country.

As if these violations of rights
by these parties were not enough,
the parties started playing with fire
by engaging the Islamic extrem-
ists as their trump card. How did
they get away with such murders?

Because conveniently the
leaders made sure that the parties
had no democracy inside. Only
Netris wish was the party workers'
command -- translating into com-
mand for rest of the country.
Hence the results are the rise of
BNP's Tarique Rahman and
events like AL's deal with the
Islamists without the knowledge of
the most. The two leaders of the
two parties were randomly decid-

ing the future of 140 million people
with absolutely no one to chal-
lenge them.

Admittedly, | initially rooted for
any one but BNP in the coming
election simply for accountability's
sake. However, after the "legal
fatwa" deal with the Islamists, and
shameless cajoling of Ershad, it
became clear to me the lesson AL
took from the last 5 years was not
that it will have to clean up the
system that was destroyed by
BNP. More alarmingly Shaikh
Hasina decided that the only way
to beat BNP was to be becoming
more BNP-like. So predictably the
next few years would have been
followed by the same thing that
happened past 5 years only this
time by different party making a
mockery of us -- the voting public.
For a while, | believed strongly
that you need to slowly reform the
parties from inside because there
are a lot of genuine dedicate mid
level leaders in the parties who
worked for the people. But when
the rotis in the head, it is foolish to
expect any reform. Something
very drastic was in order.
Predictably then came 1/11.

Financial Times of London has
reported that the military has putin
a 5 point program to the caretaker
government which include elec-
toral reform, judicial and adminis-
trative depoliticization, fixing
power sector, good governance
and anti corruption drive. If the
interim government moves on with
these five point program with full
public and army backing, the
parties will realise that the days of
publics choosing between the
devils are over. It will be abso-
lutely critical that this government
now clearly states that they will be
in power for 12 months and will
push through some key reforms
that we know these political par-
ties will never implement. Our
broken institutions need to
strengthened because of the
battering and abuse it took last 15
years and no so called democratic
parties, who were chiefly respon-
sible for this state of things, will be

able to provide that leadership
now. At the same time, it is also
high time to pay a price to the
corruption of last 15 years.

If the AL cries foul today, they
won't find many friends in the
secular circle because they
decided to ditch them for the
Islamists for convenience right
before the election. If the BNP
cries foul, they won't find many
friends among the common mass
either because they tried to ram in
a farce election to be in power
after anightmarish 5 years.

So what does that leave us
with? The choice is clear -- go
through the motion of AL-BNP and
their rotten leaders every five
years and see them make a farce
of democracy ie winner takes all
(country) -- or try something new
for a change and force the political
parties to reform themselves. Yes,
there is a risk -- risk of an ambi-
tious general making a hasty
move. But consider if this is a risk
worth taking. At the end of the
day, ask yourself how long do you
want to keep our country hostage
by Sheikh Hasina, Khaleda Zia
and H M Ershad who took our
country for a ride for the last 25
years? There has to be a price
proportional to the crimes they
have committed. In my last article
in the Daily Star three weeks ago
in a letter addressed to Mr Jalil,
the AL secretary, | wrote the fol-
lowing,

http://www.drishtipat.org/blog/
2006/12/25/open-letter-to-abdul-
jalil, which now sounds prophetic:

"If you want to have any shred
of political credibility for the future,
you will want to scrap this deal.
Otherwise, you will not find the
friends with you when you need
them and believe me you will need
friends a lot sooner than you think.
Deal or no deal, do know this, that
from now on we will make it very,
very expensive for you to take our
support for granted."

Awami League of course went
on to defend the deal leaving their
core supporters bewildered. So
there you have it... | just put a
price to my support for these
"democratic" parties. They have to
prove that they and their definition
of democracy are better than a
military backed interim govern-
ment (if that is what we have now)
before they get my support again.

Asif Saleh is the executive director of human
rights organization Drishtipat.

WiLLIAM O'MALLEY

HE US justice system has

finally established a trial

system for captives sus-
pected of international terrorism.
Among the first to be confronted will
be the Indonesian Hambali, who
was seized in 2003. As operations
chief of the Jemaah Islamiyah (JI)
terrorist organization, Hambali
plotted attacks that killed hundreds.
More than that, he effectively linked
Al Qaeda with diverse Islamic
militant groups in Southeast Asia,
thereby turning local Muslim fight-
ers into global jihadists. And he did
this globalizing task so well that,
even should justice demand his
death, the evil he created will live
long after him.

Hambali shares telltale charac-
teristics with many young Muslim
men who turn toward violence in
Southeast Asia. His education was
religious rather than secular, focus-
ing on Arabic, the Koran and the
chanting of holy verses, instead of
skills that might lead toward a
career in government or industry.
Raised in West Java as Riduan
Isamuddin, he eagerly attached
himself to prominent emirs such as
the co-founders of JI, Abdullah
Sungkar and Abu Bakar Bashir,
and Al Qaeda's Osama bin Laden.
And he was willing to travel to
acquire the religious instruction
and the military training he sought,
from his home in small-town West
Java to most countries in
Southeast Asia, as far afield as
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

But Hambali also has three traits
rare among Southeast Asian mili-
tants: First, he is impressively
persuasive. As a young man, he
was a successful peddler, and the
skills of a top salesman have
served him well as a terrorist
leader, readily attracting new
people to his cause. He convinced
his emirs that he knew their will and
could implement their designs. He
gained the trust and cooperation of
hardened fighters with much
greater experience in jihad than
his.

Second, Hambali thinks strategi-
cally. His ultimate goal: Muslims
ruled only by Muslims, under
Islamic law. Despite the solidity of
the governments standing between
present reality and that goal, he
fixed on a strategy of violent con-
frontation to challenge them. In his
mind, successful violence weakens
the faith of citizens in the ability of
their governments to protect them.
Unsuccessful violence creates
martyrs whose sacrifice catalyzes
recruitment to the cause.
Developing flexible tactics,
Hambali proved willing to aim at
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The scene of the 2002 Bali bombing and Indonesian

terrorist leader Hambali (inset).

personal, institutional, even ran-
dom targets; to use single or simul-
taneous attacks; to involve either
short-term or long-term planning; to
deploy large or small teams or
simply single individuals as perpe-
trators.

Third, Hambali has vision and
keen analytical skills. He has the
ability to learn lessons from the
past. His area of West Java was
practically the heartland of Darul
Islam -- an armed movement that
was bitterly resentful when the anti-
colonial war against the Dutch
ended in 1949 with the establish-
ment of a secular state. Darul Islam
waged war for more than a decade
against the new Indonesian gov-
ernment in an effort to create an
Islamic state in that mainly-Muslim
country. From the failure of that
effort, he saw that challenging the
might of a national army head-on
would never work.

Hambali looks around and
determines what might be done. He
gazed with empathy at Al Qaeda,
fixated on the so-called Great
Satanic alliance between
Washington and the House of
Saud. He saw the need for the
separate struggles waged by
minority Moros in the southern
Philippines, Malays in southern
Thailand and Rohingya in western
Burma against governments that
oppressed them. He knew well his
own JI, with its ultimate goal of
establishing a single Caliphate
ruling Muslims in Southeast Asia.
And, crucially, he embraced and
then sold the idea that all were
involved in the same common
struggle, in which they could and
should actas one.

Most striking is Hambali's ability
to peer forward. Early on, he dis-
cerned that the war he had
embarked upon was bound to last
for generations. He saw the need to

institutionalize means to carry on
that war through triumphs and
setbacks.

Landmarks in the Southeast
Asia terror campaign of Hambali, JI
and jihadist colleagues include the
near-simultaneous bombings of
some 30 churches in Indonesia in
late 2000, followed a week later by
two blasts in Manila, 41 Kkilled,
almost 220 injured; the Bali bomb-
ings in October 2002, more than
200 killed and a similar number
hurt; the August 2003 bombing of
the Jakarta Marriott, 12 killed and
150 injured, the bombing of a ferry
in Manila Bay in February 2004,
more than 130 killed; more Bali
bombings in October 2005, with 20
killed, perhaps 120 hurt, along with
a sprinkling of lesser bombings of
airports, embassies and police
stations.

The setbacks are largely the
after-effects of those triumphs.
Forensic and detective work follow-
ing attacks, boosted by information
gleaned from subsequent interro-
gations, has seen a few hundred
perpetrators, planners and their
protectors taken into custody
including Hambali himself in
August 2003. Another setback has
been the way in which attacks on
civilians, including many Muslims,
eroded support for full-scale jihad
among Islamic communities and
even caused moderates within JI to
shrink back from full commitment to
the cause. And the security agen-
cies of both regional and Western
powers have increased mutual
assistance to levels that greatly
complicate planning for future
terrorist operations.

More impressive than Jl's tri-
umphs, more lasting than its set-
backs, are the institutions and
methods that Hambali, his mentors
and followers put in place to ensure
that their effort would not fade even

if they disappeared.

Schooled in Al Qaeda-
associated camps in Pakistan and
Afghanistan themselves, Hambali
and his colleagues oversaw the
establishment of similar camps of
their own in Southeast Asia, most
notably in Mindanao in the south-
ern Philippines. In these camps,
more than 1,000 JI students have
absorbed radical religious teach-
ings, acquired military and bomb-
ing skills and mingled with fellow
jihadists from the Middle East and
separatist Muslim groups in
Southeast Asia. This mingling now
underpins cooperation that
enables JI to extend its geograph-
ical reach while expanding the
terrorism repertoires of militant
organizations in SoutheastAsia.

In a striking vote for the future, JI
sent young and promising mem-
bers to study together in Pakistan,
where they learned to identify with
Al Qaeda. They attended radical
military training camps in Kashmir.
And this JI Junior Varsity -- includ-
ing Abu Bakar Bashir's son and
Hambali's younger brother -- set
about preparing themselves to lead
the organization when its older
personnel no longer could.
Dispersed by Pakistan's security
forces, these students are now
mostly atlarge in SoutheastAsia.

Presciently, JI under Hambali
learned how and where to recruit --
within radical Islamic schools and
in regions where communal conflict
between Muslims and non-
Muslims festers. Learned how to
build networks and cellular struc-
tures that would not crumble under
pressure. Learned that Muslims in
legal political parties, even those
who disapproved of JI operations,
would not help authorities move
against it. And learned that action --
anywhere along the spectrum from
minor local attack, through strikes
on Western targets in Southeast
Asia, to participation in global
terrorist planning -- is the raison
d'étre of the organization.

Now, Hamboli's set for an
encounter with the evolving US
anti-terror legal system. Should
formal justice cost him his life, the
alliance of terror he forged will
endure -- purposeful, adaptable
and forward-looking -- a legacy to
make any globalizer proud.

So, three years after Hambali's
incarceration, but still because of
him, the next Jl attack is on the way.
And the one after that. And the one
after that. Atrue globalizing legacy.

William O'Malley, formerly an academic and an
intelligence officer, is a Canberra-based
commentator on SoutheastAsia.

(c) 2007 Yale Center for the Study of
Globalization. Reprinted by arrangement.

Reforms first, reforms must

KAzl S.M. KHASRUL ALAM
QubDUSI

RGUABLY, never before
had calls for reforms gath-
ered such a momentum.

Admittedly, each and every con-
scious individual of the country
appreciates the need for drastic
reforms in our moth-eaten and
selectively used electoral rules.

This is to provide semblance of
significance to the elections, which
have become a mock show of
people's verdict due to black
money, muscle power and mind-
less manipulations. Admittedly, civil
society groups have long been
campaigning for reforms to make
our electoral process truly func-
tional and productive.

However, repeated calls for
crucial institutional reforms such as
making the Election Commission
(EC) truly strong -- complete recon-

stitution of the current moribund EC
being the ideal beginning -- as well
as the introduction of national
identity card, making perfect and
credible voters' roll, introduction of
transparent ballot box, banning
loan defaulters and ill-begotten
money holders from taking part in
the elections were constantly
overshadowed previously.

Happily, however, the
Fakhruddin government has
started to take measures to imple-
ment the long-standing reform
demands. Still, caution is essential
so that the vested quarters cannot
take the steam off the initiatives.

As it has been learnt, major
political parties are now less inter-
ested in reforms and more inter-
ested in elections so that they can
resume quickly to their habitual
business of public-denial and self-
aggrandizement. However one
interprets the state of emergency, it

has served a blow to our political
parties' designs for gaining or
regaining state power by any
means.

Thus, there is all likelihood that
the political parties would like the
interim period to be shortened and
fewer reforms undertaken. This is
not to vilify the political parties. In
fact, genuine reforms hardly fit in
their schemes of things.

However, | do believe that the
stated institutional reforms are the
basics and no election in the coun-
try could be truly free and fair unless
the basics are put in place. Even
dropping any one due to any factor
isnottenable.

Interestingly, most politicians in
Bangladesh cry hoarse for democ-
racy but don't tell anything about
accountability and many official
incumbents cite constitutional
parentage to legitimize their mis-
deeds but don't feel even responsi-

ble, letalone accountable.

| think a detailed code of conduct
should be in place so that no one
can become despotic on the
strength of constitutional pedigree
for which the nation had to pay
through the nose in the recent past.
Moreover, such people should be
installed in the constitutional and
other responsible positions who
can justify their appointments
through their deeds which has been
lacking for years. The previous 4-
party government's insatiable
corruption in many sectors at the
cost of national needs and interests
cost the nation heavily.

Meanwhile, persistent failures of
various constitutional and exalted
offices and individuals have con-
tributed to burgeoning crisis of
governance in the country. Thus,
many rated the country to be on the
brink of being a failed state even a
few days back. | think this is also the

opportune moment to put hin-
drances in the way of reckless
practices.

Truly, for many, formation of a
non-party caretaker or interim
government replacing a party-
nominated president as the chief
adviser has been a happy let-up in
the march down the drain.

Few days back, Transparency
International brought out a report
on political parties' role in corrup-
tion. In their survey, they brought
the politicians and their parties
under review. According to the
survey, those involved in politics
over the decades have opted for
providing service to the people in
exchange of profitable deals.

Major parties in sixty-two coun-
tries are found working in the politi-
cal arena for adding to their finan-
cial abilities with diversion of public
resources to their own accounts. Is
it too much to comment that political

parties of Bangladesh excel in the
stated jobs? Dynasty syndrome is
not altogether bad and it has its
merits.

But, the despotism it gives birth
to have already turned out to be
difficult to contain and Bangladesh
has by now become anideal case in
this regard. In fact, the phenome-
non has turned into sort of a dicta-
torship in Bangladesh.

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed
very rightly pointed out that in the
Citizens' Forum dialogue held in
October 2006. He remarked that
Bangladeshis were experiencing a
"democratic dictatorship" which is
more dangerous than a "military
dictatorship" because it rules under
the guise of legality and democracy.

Citizens Forum's recommenda-
tions for restrictions on becoming
chief of a political party for more
than three consecutive terms as
well as bar on a single person

becoming head of the government
and chief of a political party deserve
closer look to discourage the trend.

Steps should also be taken to
revive the High Court directive put
in abeyance by Supreme Court.
Notably, the High Court on May 25
2005 in a significant verdict had
issued an order following a writ filed
by three lawyers asking the
Election Commission to seek eight
particulars from aspiring candi-
dates for parliamentary elections
and make them public in their
respective constituencies.

It had also asked the Election
Commission to hold joint projection
meetings and to compel all the
candidates to stand on a platform to
answer to the queries of the people
in their constituencies. The direc-
tion also said that the candidates
should also report to the EC about
the amount of loans taken from
banks and financial institutions or

loans taken from bank by the com-
pany where a candidate holds the
post of chairman or director. This
requirement is likely to effectively
check the unbridled loan-default
culture.

The bottom line is that there is
the deep-rooted apprehension that
no political government is likely to
put them into effect. The future
elections will also become problem-
atic as the 9th parliamentary elec-
tions if the reforms are not executed
during this interim tenure. More
importantly, people will continue to
be tyrannized by our political par-
ties which require sort of purgation.
Thus, | strongly believe that the
current interim government should
prioritize the reform issues over the
holding of elections hastily.

Kazi SM Khasrul Alam Quddusi is an Assistant
Professor, Department of Public Administration,
University of Chittagong.

Terrorism: Third opinion

FuAD AHMED

development right across the

world echoing a huge clash
between western culture and
Islamic values during the past
several years. Nowadays it has
become a political, cultural and
government changing issue and
creating an enormous propaganda
war throughout the globe.

There are lot of confusions, lack
of information and overall a huge
breach of respects against com-
mon sense ignites this clash even
more intensely causing wide
spread cultural and religious gap
between the western and Islamic
world.

In the perspective of Australian
values, there are a lot of issues that

I T has been an extra ordinary

need to be dealt with very cau-
tiously. On of the Professors (Mus-
lim) from NSW University in
Sydney conducted a survey about
Islam and its relevant values few
months ago. Most Australians
(Non-Muslim) branded Islam as
violent, intolerent and in some
extent ignite terrorism. And most
disturbingly all surveyed people
learned this information from the
media.

So why is there a huge gap from
the real information which is miss-
ing from the actual knowledge of
Islamic study? Is this a lack of
initiative from leaders and clerics
from Islamic world or is it a total
conspiracy package from massive
hidden power?

But one of the very key point of
the whole scenario in terms of

terrorism, religious violence and
intolerance in the Islamic world
originated from very core sensitivity
of disrespectful approach and
political isolation from Western
country to a very respectful icon in
the Muslim world late Yasir Arafat of
Palestine Liberation Organisation
(PLO).

Also some of the renowned
scholars (non-Muslim) and Islamic
clerics pointed towards the estab-
lishment of US military base in
Saudi Arabia, the heart of Islamic
holy land that also triggered a very
sensitivity of Muslim people.

There are definitely some other
factors, which pointed our personal
failure from the Muslim world to
convey the real slogan of Islam,
which consists of tolerance, disci-
pline, mutual respect, and the

essence of brotherhood despite
religious differences.

It is also true that some of the
small Muslim communities in every
part of the world adapt to radicalism
by ignoring broader human bond-
age and eventually isolate them-
selves with ignited hatred towards
western people.

True Muslims cannot hate other
religious believers yet they
embrace the real wideness of
Islamic values and its simple way of
life. It is also true that if somebody
learns Islam in its real sense, he will
be very polite, gentle and
approachable to everyone.

But these days a small isolated
group of people gathers up for a
religious discussion on a weekly
basis creating a potential arro-
gance in those particular Muslim

believers. These small groups are
generally non-approachable in
terms of their Islamic values and
related religious beliefs. These are
the small factors coincide with
other global factors provoking the
whole scenario to destabilise the
world in some way.

The current key question is
thriving towards everybody's mind:
"What is the solution to mitigate or
minimise the clash (cultural or
religion) between the western race
and the Muslim world?"

Well, there is no definite solution
or quick fix in these matters. Maybe
somewhere there is a very potential
hidden source of power where they
are happy to see this unrest as they
keep rolling to benefit their own
interest. Who knows? But it is time
to give some serious thoughts and
find out the long-term strategy to

manage the unrest and move on
towards a better cohesion.

If we look back at the Vietnam
War (1962-1972), the Afghanistan
War (1979-1989) and the Cold War
(1947-1991), we learn that a great
deal of human misery and disasters
followed. It is not the question of
superiority in military power and
technological advancement.

It is the power of the people that
have always won the fight after the
struggles and bloodsheds. Long-
term occupation and aggression
never bring any positive outcome,
rather it generates potential hatred,
intolerance and anti-cultural senti-
ment in a group of people through-
outthe world. Itis also a hidden and
powerful cause to generate terror-
ism.

One of the key issues | can
clearly recall is during the President

Clinton era (1993-2001), which
reflected a huge weight towards
peace and harmony between two
races. President Clinton invited late
Yasir Arafat (PLO) in White House
several times and showed huge
respect to that Islamic warrior.
Believe it or not, Clinton didn't only
show the respect to late Arafat, he
passed this respect to everybody's
spirit to the Islamic world. It was a
simple political decision and good
diplomacy from Clinton but it
brought a huge impact on total
Islamic believers. Anyway, if the
power from western world adopts
this sort of small diplomacy, it will
bring new waves of hope and
beliefs for everyone.

There are some other factors we
need to address, which is bringing
a huge devastation in recent times
to the whole world. Some of the

very so-called Islamic fanatic group
tend to kill innocent people to show
their savage hatred towards the
western world. Well, this is obvi-
ously sick and totally inhuman. No
matter which religion you are from,
no one is allowed to kill innocent
people be it even through suicides.

Now it is really time to learn the
real goodness and message from
Islam and time to show a great deal
of respect, tolerance and cohesion
between all individuals and race.
Let's hope one day that this sort of
potential Cold War between the
Muslim and the non -Muslims will
be narrowing down to make a
brighter world.

Fuad Ahmed is a freelance contributor to The
Daily Star.
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