
Columnist Art 
Buchwald dies 
AP, Washington 

Columnist Art Buchwald, who 
chronicled the life and times of 
Washington with a wry wit for over 
four decades and endeared himself 
to many with his never-give-up 
battle with failing kidneys, is dead 
at 81. 

Buchwald's son, Joel, who was 
with his father, disclosed the sati-
rist's death, saying he had passed 
away quietly at his home late 
Wednesday with his family.

Buchwald had refused dialysis 
treatments for his failing kidneys 
last year and was expected to die 
within weeks of moving to a hos-
pice on Feb. 7. But he lived to return 
home and even write a book about 
his experiences.

"The last year he had the oppor-
tunity for a victory lap and I think he 
was really grateful for it," Joel 
Buchwald said. "He had an oppor-
tunity to write his book about his 
experience and he went out the 
way he wanted to go, on his own 
terms."

Neither Buchwald nor his doc-
tors could explain how he survived 
in such grave condition, and he 
didn't seem to mind.

The unexpected lease on life 
gave Buchwald time for an 
extended and extraordinarily public 
goodbye, as he held court daily in a 
hospice salon with a procession of 
family, friends and acquaintances.

"I'm going out the way very few 
people do," he told The Associated 
Press in April.

Buchwald said in numerous 
interviews after his decision 
became public that he was not 
afraid to die, that he was not 
depressed about his fate and that 
he was, in fact, having the time of 
his life.
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opined that it is possible to prepare 
the voter ID cards within six months.

Both the major political alliances 
led by Awami League and BNP have 
meanwhile asked the caretaker 
government to hold the elections 
within shortest possible time.

But, like the political parties, 
people are in the dark about the next 
parliamentary elections as the 
present caretaker government, 
formed following declaration of a 
state of emergency, is yet to clear 
the matter.

Sources said the caretaker 
government in its first meeting has 
set its priority tasks that include 
correcting the voter list, neutralising 
the administration and the Election 
Commission (EC), and maintaining 
law and order.

The interim government is plan-
ning to go for a recast in the civil 
administration and reconstitution of 
the EC to neutralise the field before 
polls.

Sources said Chief Adviser 
Fakhruddin Ahmed may address 
the nation next week outlining his 
government's plan on holding the 
elections and the steps it is going to 
take.

"All the advisers to the caretaker 
government have already taken 
oaths and they will sit at a meeting of 
the council of advisers next week to 
review the latest political situation," 
one source in the government said.

Adv iser  Geeteara Saf iya  
Choudhury yesterday told report-
ers, "It is difficult at this moment to 
speculate when the election will be 
held," and that the government will 
give emphasis to people's expecta-
tions for a free and fair poll.

Asked about the political parties' 
demand for holding the election 
soon, she said, "We will do every-
thing that a free, fair and peaceful 
election requires.

"We will try to prepare voters' 
identity cards as early as possible 
applying modern technologies," 
Geeteara said, adding that the 
caretaker government has set 
correcting the voter list as one of its 
priority tasks.

She said the government is 
preparing a fresh proposal for the 
political parties in a bid to hold a fair, 
peaceful and neutral election. The 
government will sit with the political 
parties after finalising the proposal, 
she added.

On EC reconstitution, she said 
Adviser Mainul Husein is working on 
the matter.

Replying to another query, 
Geeteara said the interim authority 
will review the jobs of the 300 elec-
tion officials appointed during the 
BNP-led four-party coalition govern-
ment's rule. She said the issue will 
be settled in line with the proposed 
EC reforms that are still being 
finalised.
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Controversial
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Scrutinising of the projects will start 
from next week, he added.

"We will take strong measures 
against the bill-defaulters," Tapan 
said adding that the government 
organisations, including the city 
corporations, are some of the big-
gest defaulters.

As these organisations do not 
clear their dues, the gas companies 
remained unpaid, he noted.

Regarding the current gas crisis, 
the energy adviser said that it would 
be over within a few days.

Meanwhile, Industry Adviser 
Geeteara Safiya Choudhury 
observed that the current fertiliser 
crisis has emerged due to smug-
gling and hoarding.

"We have already instructed the 
authorities concerned to take strong 
actions against the culprits," she 
said adding that they will monitor the 
situation daily.

Iajuddin
FROM PAGE 1

decision at this point is to keep the 
portraits where they are. 

"Why are you so concerned with 
portraits?  This is not our priority," 
she said adding, "our priorities are 
to introduce voter ID cards and 
carry out the tasks for holding a free 
and fair election."

She made a request to the 
reporters not to make the changing 
of portraits an issue.

BSF
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opened fire on Anwar of Kholra 
village when he was working on his 
cropland at around 7:30am. He 
died instantly. 

Immediately after the killing, the 
BSF men entered Bangladesh 
territory and took away the body.

Local BDR Commander Lt Col 
Abdul Hamid Sardar confirmed the 
incident. BDR sent a letter to its 
Indian counterpart demanding 
return of Anwar's body. The BSF 

did not return the body as of 
6:00pm yesterday.

2 more advisers 
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nonparty caretaker government.
Khan was replaced by Karim in 

accordance with clause 58(C) of 
the constitution, said an official 
gazette notification.

The number of advisers now 
stands at 10, the maximum the 
caretaker government may have in 
accordance with the constitution.

After swearing-in of Chief 
Adviser Fakhruddin Ahmed on 
January 12, five advisers--Mainul 
Hosein, Mirza Azizul Haque, Maj 
Gen (retd) MA Matin, Tapan 
Chowdhury and Geetiara Safiya 
Chowdhury--took oath the follow-
ing day. 

Three more advisers --Ayub 
Kadri, Maj Gen (retd) Motiur 
Rahman and 

Anwarul Iqbal -- were sworn in 
on January 16.
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imputations concerning myself as 
well as statements regarding 
Oriental Bank, Orion Group which 
were not accurate and correct. 

We are setting below our sub-
ject-wise comments on your reports 
with a request that you will publish 
the same in your daily in order, for 
your readers to have the benefit of 
knowing our views and the position 
on the matter, or else we stand to be 
condemned unheard by your read-
ers who had the advantage of 
reading your reports.

1. Involvement of Orion Group 
with Oriental Bank: That on August 
4, 2004, three members of our 
Group purchased shares of 
Oriental Bank and subsequently 
became Directors of the Bank with 
effect from November 2004. As 
such, events which took place 
before November 2004 were obvi-
ously outside of the control of the 
members of the Group. Hence, it 
would be incorrect to state that we 
have been involved with the Bank 
since 2003 and have been misap-
propriating money from the finan-
cial institution since then.

First of all, all allegations of 
misappropriating, siphoning money 
from the financial institution are 
vague and untrue. Then, it is impor-
tant to note that our Group mem-
bers became directors of the Bank 
with effect from November 2004.

2. Adjustable Block Account 
(ABA): As regard the statement, 
that Orion Group had misappropri-
ated huge amounts of money using 
an adjustable block account, it is to 
be noted that this very ABA was 
opened in 2001 under approval of 
Bangladesh Bank. As such, clearly 
the allegation of creating such an 
account by me and misappropriat-
ing the financial institute's money is 
vague and incorrect.

Furthermore, it is stated in the 
report published by your daily that 
the Bangladesh Bank investigation 
suggests that the "money shown in 
the ABA is not unearned profit, 
rather an outstanding amount of 
money that was misappropriated 
and deliberately and craftily shown 
as the Bank's loss to erase this 
money from the Bank's account." 
Whereas, on the contrary the audit 
report as published by the 
Bangladesh Bank mentions that 
BDT 165.97 crore was charged as 
cumulative loss. The audit report 
further states that, the amount of 
BDT 165.97 crore came from the 
unrealized income for the period of 
1997-2001. Details concerning this 
amount can be obtained from Page 
16, audit report of the Bangladesh 
Bank. 

3. Central Bank's Report: The 
report of the central bank which is 
being referred to by your daily was 
never made available to us. 
Previously, also the media referred 
to a report of the central bank but 
that report was also not provided to 
us. Although, we made a request to 
attain the same report, quite inter-
estingly such report was never 
provided to us.

4. Inter Branch Debit Advice 
(IBDA): It has been mentioned that 
huge amount of money have been 
misappropriated between the 
period of 2003 to June 2006 using a 
mechanism of Inter Branch Debit 
Advice (IBDA). As regards to this 
allegation, we would like to first 
state that all such statements are 
vague and false. It was also men-
tioned in the media reports pub-
lished by another daily that 29 
accounts originating from the 
Bangshal Branch were used to 
carry out these IBDAs. We would 
now like to highlight pertinent 
information relating to the afore-
mentioned accounts.

Thirteen of these accounts 
namely M/s Mahmud Construction, 
Mahmud Trading, Chowdhury 
Electronics, Vinka Traders, Kamal 
General Store, Kazi Traders, 
Shishir Traders, Noor Traders, 
Banu Traders, Lutfar Traders, 
Topon Traders, Kashef Traders, 
Mumu Traders are owned by Mr 
Chowdhury Mugis Uddin Mahmud 
and his family.

Furthermore, Mr Mahmud has 
accepted liability of Tk 23.08 crore 
and has applied for rescheduling of 
this loan. Although, he has 
accepted liability of Tk 23.08 crore, 
huge amounts of money were 
misappropriated from these 13 
accounts and later charged in the 
ABA.

It is to be noted here that we 
have no connection whether it be 
personal or professional with Mr 
Mahmud and neither do we know 
when the money was provided to 
him. Hence, in no way could we 
have been involved with these 13 
accounts and could have misappro-
priated money from them.

Another such account is the 
account of Meghla Fashion. This 
account was held by a company 
which was previously a proprietor-
ship. Trade license for this com-
pany was attained in the year 2002-
2003. It was later transferred into 
Private Ltd. Company on August 
16, 2003 and details of the com-
pany.

We have no connection with the 
above mentioned account and 
account holder and have no knowl-
edge as to when and how much 
money was misappropriated 
through this account.

Another five accounts namely 
Flaz Trading, Polash Enterprise, 
United Agencies, Auto define, 
Masud Trading are owned by a 
person named Wahidur Rahman. 

In this accounts as well, Mr 
Rahman has accepted liability of Tk 
33.02 crore and has made an 
application to the financial institu-
tion for rescheduling the financial 
facility on July 11, 2006. We have 
no connection with the aforemen-
tioned account and account holder 
and have no knowledge as to when 
and how much money was misap-
propriated through this account.

Another account which was 
named in the media reports is that 
of M/s Gazi Enterprise owned by Mr 
Osman Goni Chowdhury. We have 
no connection with the aforemen-
tioned account and account holder 
and have no knowledge as to when 
and how much money was misap-
propriated through this account.

In view of the above-mentioned 
facts, it is clear that accounts which 
were mentioned in the media report 
as the ones through which the 
IBDA's were conducted have no 
relation with Orion Group. More 
information could be provided on all 
the accounts if we were provided 
access to the report of the central 
bank.

5. False Accounts: It was men-
tioned that 17 false accounts were 
opened in the Bangshal Branch and 
Tk 25.66 crore was misappropri-
ated through these accounts. 
However, 13 of the aforementioned 
accounts are the very accounts of 
Mr. Chowdhury Mugis Uddin 
Mahmud and his family which were 
mentioned in article no. 4. Mr. 
Mahmud has also accepted liability 
of Tk 23.08 crore and huge 
amounts of money were misappro-
priated through these accounts. 
Hence, these accounts cannot be 
false accounts and we have not 
misappropriated money from these 
accounts.

6. Judicial Enquiry: In view of 
above mentioned statements made 
under article no. 4 and no. 5, we 
made earnest requests to carry out 
judicial enquires into the crisis 
surrounding Oriental Bank and to 
bring to justice the person/s 
involved with it. It is quite clear from 
the information provided that we 
have no connection whatsoever 
with the accounts which were used 
to carry out the misappropriation 
and in many cases the account 
holder has accepted liability of the 
outstanding amounts and have 
placed applications for reschedul-
ing their loan. If a Supreme Judicial 
Enquiry could be carried into the 
crisis then it could be probably 
discovered as to why and how the 
money was misappropriated. It may 
also be noted there that a govern-
ment directive instructing the con-
cerned authority to carry out a 
judicial enquiry into the crisis sur-
rounding the Oriental Bank was 
also received but quite mysteri-
ously the instruction was not imple-
mented. 

7. Anti-Corruption Commission 
(ACC): It has been mentioned that 
the Anti-Corruption Commission 
(ACC) has left out myself and has 
charged cases against others 
deliberately. As regards to this 
allegation, I would like to categori-
cally state that such allegations are 
vague and untrue.

In fact, the reason for which ACC 
did not file any case against me is 
clearly stated in the statement of 
ACC's Chairman Justice Sultan 
Hossain Khan. He mentions in your 
report that "Why the central bank 
did not send the report on time I 
can't say. But our investigators did 
not find Obaidul Karim guilty in their 
investigation. I will examine 
whether his name was dropped 
deliberately."

However, the report in your daily 
has been drafted in a manner that a 
reader gets exactly the opposite 
understanding and hence pose a 
feeling that the case was dropped 
deliberately. We feel that such 
assumptions should not be made 
and a person should not be termed 
as swindler or culprit unless proper 
proof is at hand.

8. Effects on Orion Group: Orion 
Group is a long established busi-
ness entity with interest in diverse 
industries. The Group's employ-
ment structure ranges from 16,000-
18,000 dedicated persons and its 
contribution to the national exche-
quer amounts to approximately 
BDT 100 crore. The Group also has 
partnership with many renowned 
business entities of the world. 
Reports such as these are seriously 
affecting our image, business 
institutions and all our employees, 
directors.

We hence feel that it would not 
be justified to publish such reports 
unless a proper investigation is 
made. Furthermore, we would state 
that it would not be right to term 
someone as swindler, criminal or 
culprit before a proper enquiry is 
made and the matter is proved and 
justified. Rather, we feel that 
encouragement should be made so 
that a judicial enquiry is made into 
the crisis and those involved are 
brought to justice. 

Moreover, we would like to draw 
your attention to the paragraph of 
the report whereby it was men-
tioned that an officer of the Group 
called The Daily Star office and 
proposed measures by which the 
story/report could be killed. We 
would like to categorically state that 
our officer never mentioned such a 
thing but we merely suggested to 
publish the report after having 
discussion with us and after we 
could have placed the above men-
tioned information in front of the 
reporters.

Rejoinder, our reply
OUR REPLY 
The Daily Star reports were based 
on an investigation report of the 
Bangladesh Bank (BB). The BB 
investigation categorically names 
Oriental Bank's majority share-
holder and chief of Orion Group 
Obaidul Karim for misappropriating 
huge amount of money in conniv-
ance with some officials of the bank 
in the period from 2003 to June 
2006. As per the report's recom-
mendation, the BB has already 
asked the Oriental Bank to file 
criminal and civil cases against 
Obaidul Karim and officials con-
cerned to realise the money.

Chief Executive Officer of the 
Oriental Bank Asaduzzaman Khan 
yesterday told The Daily Star that 
the bank is considering legal steps 
as per the BB direction.

We stand by our reports.

Nepali Maoists
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Liberation Army, but independent 
estimates put their numbers at 
closer to 12,000. 

Apart from those needed to 
protect Maoist camps and leaders, 
the rebels are to place all weapons 
in the containers monitored by the 
UN. 

Under the peace deal, reached 
late last year, the Nepal Army is due 
to be confined to its barracks and 
place the same number of weapons 
as the Maoists under UN supervi-
sion. 

Once bitter foes, the Maoists 
joined a new parliament alongside 
the seven main political parties late 
Monday after a new temporary 
constitution was approved. 

King Gyanendra was stripped of 
his status as head of state and lost 
control of the army. 

Eighty-three Maoist members of 
parliament were sworn in to the 
330-seat house nearly nine months 
after the Maoists and the govern-
ment struck a ceasefire deal. 

The interim constitution sets out 
a plan to hold elections to a constit-
uent assembly that will rewrite 
Nepal's constitution permanently 
and decide the monarch's fate. 

The Maoists want the monarchy 
abolished, but some parties want it 
retained in a ceremonial role. 

At least 12,500 people have 
been killed since the rebels 
launched their "People's War" in 
1996 to install a communist repub-
lic.

AFP, Paris

T h e  U N ' s  n u c l e a r  c h i e f  
Mohammed ElBaradei warned 
yesterday that international sanc-
tions imposed last month over 
Iran's atomic programme could 
escalate the standoff between 
Tehran and the West. 

"I don't think sanctions will 
r e s o l v e  t h e  i s s u e , "  t h e  
International Atomic Energy 
Agency's director general told 
reporters in Paris. "I think sanc-
tions could lead to escalation." 

The UN Security Council in 
December imposed its first ever 
sanctions against Iran over its 
failure to suspend uranium enrich-
ment, which Western powers fear 
could be used to make a nuclear 
weapon. 

Asked whether he supported 
French plans to send a special 
envoy to Tehran, ElBaradei said 
he "would support any effort by 
any side to engage Iran into com-
prehensive negotiation." 

"My worry right now is that each 
side is sticking to its guns," 

ElBaradei said. "We need some-
one to reach out." 

France's foreign ministry said 
this week it was discussing plans 
to send an envoy to Tehran to 
discuss "regional issues" includ-
ing Lebanon and Israel -- but that 
he "would not attempt to tackle the 
nuclear question." 

"My priority is to make sure that 
Iran will not go industrial (with the 
enrichment of uranium), that Iran 
will not stop inspections" by the 
U N ' s  n u c l e a r  w a t c h d o g ,  
ElBaradei said. 

"We need to find a way to 
create the conditions to restart 
negotiations," he said, adding that 
"the idea that dialogue is a reward 
for a good behaviour is wrong for 
me." 

ElBaradei was to meet later 
Wednesday with French Foreign 
Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy to 
discuss the question of interna-
tional civilian nuclear cooperation. 

Iran insists that its nuclear 
drive is solely aimed at generating 
energy for a growing population.

Sanctions may escalate 
Iran standoff: ElBaradei 

Elections unlikely 
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backed professional body, Akhtar 
was serving as a superintendent 
engineer of the Water Development 
Board (WDB), which is not even 
equivalent to the rank of deputy 
secretary, till 2003. 

He never commanded reputation 
as an outstanding performer. 
Rather, he was accused of misap-
propriating various WDB project 
funds. But he had connections with 
the family of the then prime minister 
Khaleda Zia, and his actions in the 
PDB and the power ministry demon-
strated that he was committed to 
pushing through some flawed 
projects just to favour some BNP 
men.

With power load shedding spiral-
ling up to 2,200 megawatt last year 
from only 200 MW in 2001, he failed 
as chairman of the PDB, and secre-
tary of the power ministry. In addi-
tion, he was found arguing with 
donors at public forums in favour of 
not conducting tenders in a trans-
parent manner. 

Because of his connections with 
the then PM's family, Akhtar com-
manded more authority than three 
consecutive state ministers for 
power, including Iqbal Hasan 
Mahmud and Anwarul Kabir 
Talukder. He played a key role in 
having both of them removed.

He had at his disposal six 
Pajeros or jeeps round the clock. 
These were forcibly taken from the 
PDB, REB and Dhaka Electric 
Supply Authority (Desa). He is still 
residing at a PDB bungalow though 
the level of his seniority does not 
justify this facility. 

Using his connection with the 
family of the then PM, Akhtar built a 
close relationship with the Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO). Engineer 
Shehreen Islam Tuhin, a nephew of 
the ex-PM,  actively promoted the 
case of Akhtar at the PMO with the 
help of his brother Syful Islam Duke, 
who was the PS-II to the then PM. 

In 2003, Akhtar was superinten-
dent engineer of the WDB, and 
project director of a JICA-funded 
project on Flood Forecasting and 
Warning System. During that 
period, the team leader of Japanese 
consulting firm Nippon Koei com-
plained to the then minister for water 
resources, and secretary of the 
ministry against corruption by 
Akhtar. He had demanded and 
forced the firm to pay $ 16,000 for 
attending an international confer-
ence on water held at Osaka in 
Japan in April that year. He report-
edly used this money to spend three 
days in Bangkok on his way back 
from Osaka. No action could be 
taken against him due to his political 
clout.

After his promotion as additional 
chief engineer of the WDB, Akhtar 
started looking for “lucrative” jobs 
and successfully managed the job 
of managing director of Dhaka 
Wasa with the help of an influential 
minister concerned. During his 
tenure, Wasa accounts showed 
gross anomalies and unexplained 
expenditures, which several mem-
bers of the Wasa Board objected to. 
But due to his political connections, 
Akhtar remained outside the pur-
view of any investigation.

Later, Akhtar was posted as PDB 
chairman. Using PDB's countrywide 
network and offices, he  got elected 
as president of Bangladesh 
Engineers Association. PDB 
Officials were forced to openly 
campaign for him and were seen 
with his poster around their neck at 
the polling booths. He virtually 
crippled the PDB by promoting his 
loyalists to different important 
positions, and many properly quali-
fied engineers were given unimpor-
tant positions or sent home. The 
Power Division hardly had any say 
in the running of the PDB due to his 
links with the PMO.

Akhtar and Hawa Bhaban's 
close links with the blacklisted 
Chinese company Harbin is a well 
known fact in the power sector. As 
PDB chairman, he ignored the 
directive of the 1st Review Panel 
formed by the Implementation, 

Monitoring and Evaluation Division 
(IMED) of the planning ministry to 
investigate irregularities and corrup-
tion in Chandpur 150 MW power 
project. 

The panel declared Harbin's bid 
as non-responsive and instructed 
the PDB to start negotiation with the 
second lowest bidder-- CMEC from 
China. Akhtar ignored this and 
influenced the Power Division and 
the Cabinet Purchase Committee to 
award contract for the project to 
Harbin. The project was subse-
quently put up for re-tender when 
The Daily Star revealed the black-
listing of Harbin by the state-owned 
Eastern Refinery Limited. It may be 
recalled that this case was referred 
to the ACC but Akhtar managed to 
suppress it using his close relation-
ship with an ACC member, who is an 
academician.

Because of Akhtar's links with 
the PMO, he could ignore two state 
ministers for power -- Iqbal Hassan 
Mahmood and then Anwarul Kabir 
Ta lukder.  Both  had openly  
expressed their frustration at the 
interference of the PMO, which had 
formed a committee headed by the 
then pr incipal  secretary Dr 
Kamaluddin Siddiqui in April 2005. 
This committee failed to ensure 
generation of more power or to 
formulate any effective policy for the 
power sector. From captive power 
generation to setting up of small 
power plant, every policy was 
dictated by the political and the 
business lobby close to the BNP as 
opposed to being based on com-
mercial considerations. 

Akhtar was reported to have 
represented the interest of a 
Bhaban and was holding more 
power than any ministers due to his 
direct connections with the bureau-
crats and officials of the PMO.

In January last year, the then 
ruling BNP rewarded him for his 
services to it with double promotions 
in less than 24 hours, using the 
presidential quota twice to make 
him power secretary. He continued 
to serve his political bosses and at 
one  po i n t  bo th  t he  As i an  
Development Bank (ADB) and the 
World Bank threatened to withdraw 
funding from the power sector due 
to the rampant corruption and 
favouritism.

Anwarul Kabir was ousted not 
because of his failure in the power 
ministry but because of his opposi-
tion to some corrupt practices of the 
alliance government. On behalf of 
the corrupt group, Akhtar took a 
strong position against him and 
succeeded. 

Soon after, Anwarul was out, 
Akhtar went ahead to punish those 
who were loyal to him (Anwarul). 
They included chief of Power Cell 
BD Rahmatullah. He was demoted 
by two ranks from the post of direc-
tor general to the rank of superinten-
dent engineer, and placed in charge 
of Comilla Palli Bidyut Samity (PBS) 
in September last year. 

When Akhtar was removed from 
the post of power secretary by the 
immediate past caretaker govern-
ment, and posted to IMED, he 
managed to overturn the decision in 
less than 24 hours and retained his 
original position. 

After the new caretaker govern-
ment took over, he was finally 
demoted and brought back to his 
original position of additional chief 
engineer of the WDB. 

Sources pointed out that the 
case of Akhtar is a classic example 
of how an ordinary engineer could 
climb to the highest position of the 
state administration within a span of 
less than two years through political 
lobbying, corruption and toll collec-
tion for the vested quarters, and  
blatant violation of service rules.

Admin politicised

City walkways
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income was very low. How will I 
provide food for my family of four 
now?" questioned Mohammad 
Selim, an evicted street vendor from 
Gulistan. He requested the govern-
ment to introduce alternative source 
of income to the evicted vendors.

Abul Kalam Jewel, organising 
secre tary  o f  the Par ishad,  
demanded rehabilitation of the 
street vendors of the city, around 
one lakh total, as around 10 lakh 
dependents live on their incomes. 

This eviction drive is likely to 
affect a section of the law enforcers, 
local unit political leaders, Dhaka 
City Corporation (DCC) staff and the 
organised criminals that collect tolls 
from the illegal street vendors, 
sources said.

Each street vendor had to pay a 
toll ranging from Tk 30 to Tk 200 to 
these elements and they would be 
driven out otherwise, added the 
sources. 

A few months back, a DMP 
deputy commissioner (DC) seeking 
anonymity told The Daily Star that 
police could not evict illegal street 
vendors due to political interfer-
ence, particularly by the ruling party. 
"I had to abandon a hawker eviction 
drive at Farmgate halfway through 
due to pressure from BNP leaders."

A Daily Star investigative report 
carried out a few months back 
revealed that lower tier leaders and 
activists of the then ruling party were 
collecting huge tolls from street 
vendors. 

Vendors on the sidewalks and 
foot over bridges in Farmgate, 
Gulistan and New Markets areas 
pay around Tk 5 lakh in illegal tolls 
every day. 

Around 50 per cent of the tolls go 
to local political kingpins' pockets, 
15 per cent to party activists, 15 per 
cent to police and the rest to the 
'linemen' -- the ones employed to 
collect the tolls for their bosses. A 
large number of corrupt DCC staff 
frequently collects tolls from the 
street vendors as well.  

Also, political party leaders are 
said to be involved in 'selling pos-
sessions' of spots on sidewalks in 
busy areas like New Market, 
Farmgate and Gulistan for Tk 
75,000 to Tk 1 lakh, depending on 
the business prospects of the partic-
ular spot. Vendors having 'posses-
sions' do not have to pay the daily 
tolls, according to The Daily Star 
investigation.

Rab busts JMB
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Taking Ayub along with them, a Rab 
team comprising members from the 
headquarters and the Rab-11, 
conducted the raid at around 
3:30am.

The team also recovered CDs 
and books on jihad, leaflets and a 
map of Bangladesh from the house.

Inspired by Rokan, he joined 
JMB and was made commander 
later, Ayub told the journalists.

He identified himself as a stu-
dent of class XI at a Qwami 
Madrasa at Panch Kha in Arai 
Hazar.

Denying any involvement with 
JMB, son of the house-owner 
Musharraf Hossain Ripon said that 
the JMB activists rented the house 
several months back posing as 
madrasa students and they do not 
know anything more.

"Raids are being conducted in 
other areas including Savar to 
arrest the fugitives," said an officer 
of Rab-11.

ACC 
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rules, observed a number of officials 
at the commission. 

Also for absence of the rules, 
there exist differences of opinion 
among the chairman and the two 
ACC commissioners over filing 
cases.

"Had those[  ru les ]  been 
approved, we could have made 
progress in our anti-corruption 
actions," said an official.

The commission yesterday held a 
meeting and approved filing of four 
new cases for graft in the Oriental 
Bank. But again, none of those 
includes Orion Group chief Obaidul 
K a r i m ' s  n a m e  a l t h o u g h  a  
Bangladesh Bank probe has 
accused him of swindling Tk 590 
crore out of the problem-ridden 
private bank.

Previously, the ACC had filed 29 
cases leaving out Karim.

"We will file a new case against 
him[Obaidul Karim]," said the ACC 
chief.

Meanwhile, the ACC has been 
revising four other rules that it wants 
to submit to the caretaker govern-
ment for approval soon. They cover 
service rules, recruitment, wealth 
statement declaration and creation of 
a prosecution cell.
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total requirement of urea is 28.75 
lakh metric tons (MTS).

The requirement of urea has 
been estimated at 11.47 lakh 
metric tons from January to 
March 7, which is the peak sea-
son of Irri-Boro. Of the total, the 
requirement for he month of 
January is 3.79 lakh metric tons.

In the beginning of the month 
of January, the initial stock was 
3.95 lakh metric tons. During the 
current month, six factories 
under BCIC are expected to 
produce 1.50 lakh metric tons of 
fertiliser. Until January 17, the 
production was 85 thousand and 
462 metric tons, which is 57 
percent of the production target.

Besides, Kafco production 
and import from abroad is 1.20 
lakh metric tons, meaning the 
total availability of  fertiliser 
during the month of January will 
be 6.65 lakh metric tons.

So the stock of fertiliser will be 
2.85 lakh metric tons more than 
the requirement during the month 
of January. So there is no need 
for apprehension or fear about 
the matter.

Urea is supplied among the 
farmers as per requirement in 
regulated way through the 
administration so that it cannot 
be smuggled out of the country 
as it is sold at one-third of the 
price compared to the neighbour-
ing countries.

The retail price of fertiliser is 
determined by district fertiliser 
monitoring committee headed by 
the  depu ty  commiss ione r.  
Despite this, a section of retail 
traders in rural markets and 
middlemen sell fertiliser at higher 
prices as has been revealed by 
media reports. Necessary direc-
tives have been given to the 
deputy commissioners so that 
retail price of fertiliser remains 
within the price limit fixed by the 
government.

Deputy commissioners and 
members of the public have to 
remain alert so that the dealers 
cannot make illegal stock of 
fertiliser, smuggle it out and 
create artificial scarcity through 
black marketers.

A total of four lakh metric tons 
of fertiliser will be procured from 
Kafco and steps have been taken 
for import of 6.25 lakh metric tons 
in phases for the remaining few 
months, including February and 
March, to meet the requirement 
of fertiliser.

The government hopes that it 
would be possible to meet the 
country's entire requirement of 
fertiliser through imported ferti-
liser and the fertiliser produced in 
the BCIC factories. The govern-
ment feels that there is adequate 
stock of fertiliser as per the coun-
try's requirement.

But due to political crisis dur-
ing the past few days, including 
Eid-ul-Azha, import and trans-
portation of fertiliser in remote 
areas were partially disrupted. 
This might have created opportu-
nity for retail traders and black 
marketers to create confusion 
among the farmers.

There has been tremendous 
improvement of the transporta-
tion system after taking over by 
the new caretaker government. 
The law enforcement agencies, 
i nc l ud ing  t he  a rmy,  have  
launched drives against hoard-
ers of fertiliser and black market-
ers 

Besides, the monitoring cells 
at home, industry and agriculture 
ministries have been regularly 
monitoring and taking prompt 
steps so that fertiliser cannot be 
smuggled out of the country and 
no artificial scarcity is created. 
The government hopes that with 
the issuance of the press note, all 
confusions among the people 
relating to fertiliser would be 
removed.

No fertiliser crisis
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Muhin at Gabtoli bus stand at 
around 9:00am.

Following up leads obtained 
from the three, the troops later 
raided the houses of JCD central 
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  
Shamsuzzoha  Sumon and  
Nuruzzaman Linkon at Azimpur 
and Mohakhali and picked them 
up, intelligence sources said. 

Some 35 passports were seized 
during the raid, added the sources 
without saying whether those were 
fake.

The five who face charges of 
extortion, tender manipulation, 
drug and arms peddling in and 
around the Dhaka University 
campus are loyal to JCD General 
Secretary Shafiul Bari Babu, 
several leaders of the organisation 
told The Daily Star in return for 
anonymity.
CHITTAGONG
The army held 14 people including 
Hasan Murad, commissioner of 
ward No. 7 under Patiya municipal-
ity, and Nasir of Nakpara in 
Banshkhali upazila.

A single-barrel gun with two 
cartridges was recovered from 
Nasir's possession. 

Besides, they captured eight 
alleged criminals at Dohazari 
Bazar and three more at Rangunia, 
Raozan and Boalkhali upazilas. 
COX'S BAZAR
The troops arrested Jan-e Alam, a 
listed criminal, with a pistol and two 
other firearms at Cox's Bazar 
district headquarters.

They also held Ibrahim Dakat at 
Chakaria upazila.
HILL TRACTS
The army made two arrests at 
Madhyapara and Balaghata in 
Bandarban district and one at  
Kaptai upazila of Rangamati yes-
terday, sources said. 
KHULNA
A team of troops and police 
arrested local Jubo Dal leader 

Alamgir Bepari and five of his 
associates in Khulna city yesterday 
morning.

General secretary of ward No. 
21 Jubo Dal, Alamgir is accused of 
leading a syndicate that pilfers 
diesel and petrol across the district.

The forces recovered 43 barrels 
of diesel from Skidghat and Khulna 
Bazar area during the operation 
that started at 6:00am yesterday. 
The fuel was stolen from the store 
of Khulna Railway department.

Later, all the six arrestees were 
handed over to Khulna police.
SATKHIRA
Three people including district JCD 
General Secretary Obaidus Sultan 
Bablu and BNP worker Arzu were 
held by the army personnel in the 
early hours yesterday.
NETRAKONA
The joint forces held three persons 
including joint convener of district 
Jubo League Shamim Ahmed in 
Netrakona town early yesterday.

In different raids, they also 
picked up Sohelur Rahman Khan 
Suvra, son of ex-Netrakona 
pourasava chairman and district 
AL Vice-president Matiur Rahman 
Khan, and Abul Hashem, a listed 
criminal who was arrested with a 
revolver a year ago.
MUNSHIGANJ
The troops nabbed six men who 
were 'preparing for a robbery' and 
recovered two machetes, two 
knives and some other sharp 
weapons in Majhibari area at 
Tongibari upazila in the early hours 
yesterday.
CHANDPUR
Army and policemen hauled in 17 
people including the chairman of 
Gondamara union parishad in the 
district yesterday. 
TANGAIL
In a pre-dawn raid, the troops 
arrested three people including 
Jubo Dal leader Shafiqul Islam at 
Poura Market in the town.

JCD leaders
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