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300 shops removed from
footpaths in Chittagong

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

In a massive drive, the authorities
dismantled around 300 illegal make-
shift shops on footpaths in different
areas of Chittagong city yesterday in
a bid to facilitate easy movement of
trafficand pedestrians.

Also, several hundred illegal
electricity connections were
snapped during the coordinated
drive.

Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
Magistrate Mohammad Munir
Chowdhury conducted the drive
named 'Operation Safeguard Civic
Rights' with the assistance from
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
and Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP), sources said.

Over 250 illegally erected make-
shift and floating shops were
removed from the busy New
Market, Darul Fazal Market,
Reazuddin Bazar Amtala and

Station Road areas. These shops
also occupied a portion of the busy
roads, hampering the movement of
traffic.

During the four-hour drive,
illegally extended potions of vari-
ous shops, signboards and slabs
that covered the drains for erection
of makeshift shops were demol-
ished.

CDA Magistrate Tahera
Ferdous conducted the drive in
Sholoshahar Baby Super Market
area, removing over 50 makeshift
shops and floating vendors from
Bayezid Bostami Road.

The city dwellers hailed the
move to evict the vendors and
hoped that the drive would continue
against the illegal occupants.

Cold claims 3 more lives in Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Cold wave has claimed three
more lives in the last 24 hours as
of Wednesday night, raising the
death tollto 15in the district.

The victims are Ahmed Ali, 55,
of village Kaikhali in Shyamnagar,
Morshed Ali, 60, of village Uksa in
Kaliganj upazila and Azimunnesa,

105, of village Shushigati in
Debhata.

Azimunnesa died of cold-
related diseases, her family mem-
bers said.

When contacted, officers-in-
charge of Shyamnagar and
Debhata police stations confirmed
the report of deaths.
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Abulldozer proceeds to dismantle illegal makeshift shops on the footpaths in the port city yesterday. The picture was

taken from city's New Market area.

Runaway
Scottish
girl can stay

in Pakistan
Top court says

AFP, Islamabad

A Scottish girl at the centre of an
international custody battle can
stay with her father in Pakistan, the
country's top court ruled yesterday.

The Supreme Court gave the
verdict after hearing a petition by
Molly Campbell's father, Sajjad
Ahmed Rana, against a lower court
decision ordering the 12-year-old
girl to return to her mother in
Scotland.

Molly, who is also known by the
Muslim name Misbah Iram,
sparked a high-profile police inves-
tigation in August 2006, after she
ran away from her mother's home
in Scotland to live with her father
here.

The court said Molly can travel
to Scotland whenever she wants. It
also asked the father to bear all
expenses of the mother, Louise
Campbell, if she visits Molly in
Pakistan.

"l am very happy," the girl told
reporters at the end of a day-long
hearing at the Supreme Court.

"l never wanted to go back to
Scotland," she said, adding she
hoped her mother would visit soon.

Rana said he was grateful for
the decision.

"I have never objected to
Louise's coming over to Pakistan
to meet Misbah and | stand by the
agreement," he said.

The court gave the ruling on the
basis of a compromise reached
between the two parents while the
case was being heard.

According to the agreement the
mother has withdrawn her custody
plea and the father will pay her
travel expenses whenever she
comes to visit.

The court said the mother would
give it advance notice of her travel
plans and would be provided with
police security during her stay
here.
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Winners of Dano Vita Kids Drawing Competition 2006 pose for photograph with eminent artists Hashem Khan and
Mustafa Monowar and other guests at the prize giving ceremony at Shishu Academy auditorium in the city yesterday.

Pilot killed
in Indian Air
Force jet crash

AFP, Jodhpur

A pilot was killed in an Indian Air
Force Jaguar bomber jet crash
yesterday in the northern desert
state of Rajasthan, officials and
witnesses said.

The British-built aircraft took off
from a military airbase in Bikaner
district and reportedly caught fire in
midair and exploded on impact with
the ground in a village in the tour-
ism town of Jaisalmer, eyewit-
nesses said, adding the pilot had
died. Air force officials said the
deep penetration bomber aircraft
was on a "live firing exercise" in the
desert state.

Indian papers say racism
thrives in India

REUTERS, New Delhi

While condemning "racist jibes"
thrown at a Bollywood star on "Celeb-
rity Big Brother", several major Indian
newspapers yesterday said the
country should examine its own
prejudices before expressing national
outrage.

India asked Britain on Wednesday
to check whether race laws had been
broken in the reported bullying of
Indian actor Shilpa Shetty on "Celeb-
rity Big Brother" as her admirers burnt
effigies of the alleged abusers.

But the Hindustan Times daily said
in an editorial headlined the "Colour of
prejudice” that while racism appeared
to be "alive and well" in Britain, it also
thrivedin India.

"Discrimination on the basis of
colour is ingrained in the psyche of
mostIndians," the newspaper said.

"What else explains the quest for
the holy grail of fair brides across the
country?"

Many of India's one billion people
still live within a hierarchy imposed by
the Hindu caste system that, for
example, stops low castes entering
some important temples decades
after such discrimination was out-
lawed.

Muslims face widespread preju-
dice and have often been seen as the
enemy within since Islamic Pakistan
was carved out of British-ruled India
atindependence.

"Indian responses should also
factorin our own record of prejudice ...
If racism is a fact in many interactions
in British society, prejudice is a quotid-
ian reality of Indian social life," the
Indian Express said inits editorial.

While in Britian there were institu-
tions in place to deal with discrimina-
tion and Western nations were alertto
racist attitudes, the Express con-
cluded, in India the victims of such
abuse often have nowhere to turn.

Almost 20,000 British viewers of
"Celebrity Big Brother" have com-
plained Shetty, 31, has been subjected
to racist abuse on the show, prompting
an investigation into the charges by
British media watchdog Ofcom.

"This fresh incident shows centu-
ries-old hatred based on colour and
creed may not be visible on the sur-
face but it still resides in the people's
minds," the Hindi daily Navbharat
Times said in an editorial titled "Dirty
Brother".

"The show is revealing a face of
western society which it wanted to
hide," the newspaper said.

The Bollywood actress was
reduced to tears after what her
Bollywood colleagues have called
racist bullying in the "Big Brother"
house, a complex of rooms and a
garden participants are locked in for
the duration of the show.

Shetty, known for her sensuous
dancing, is famous in India but her
career over the last year has been
overshadowed by an up-and-coming
generation of Bollywood stars.

One contestant referred to
Shetty as "the Indian" and asked
her if she lived in a shack, while
another said: "You don't know
where those hands have been."
Two have mimicked her accent.

Bangladesh a country of
communal harmony
President tells Buddhist team

UNB, Dhaka

A four-member delegation of
Bangladesh Bouddha Krishti Prachar
Sangha, led by its president
Shuddhananda Mohathero, made a
courtesy call on President lajuddin
Ahmed at Bangabhaban yesterday.

During the meeting, lajuddin said
Bangladesh is a country of communal
harmony. “Here Hindus, Buddhists
and Christians all are Bangladeshis
and all have been living together in a
peaceful atmosphere.”

He said all would have to work
unitedly for the welfare of the country
andthe nation.

The President urged the members
of the delegation to highlight the life
and works of renowned Buddhist
scholarAtish Dipankar among the new
generation.

He gave the delegation a patient
hearing and assured them of cooper-

ation.

The delegation lauded the recent
role of the President and expressed
their deep gratitude to him.

They said that a sense of relief has
returned among the people following
the recent steps of the President and
the people have hailed this initiative.

The delegation apprised the
President of the affairs of the Sanskrit
and Pali Education Board and
requested him to attend the convoca-
tion ceremony to be held for the gradu-
ate students underthe board.

Secretary to the President's
office M Sirajul Islam, Bouddha
Krishti Prachar Sangha General
Secretary Dr Pranab Kumar Barua,
Buddhist Religious Welfare Trust
Secretary Prof Sukomal Barua and
trustee Chandragupta Barua were
present atthe meeting.

Leading woman
militant held
in Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

Aleading hardline woman separat-
ist in revolt-hit Indian Kashmir was
detained as she raided a
cybercafe, police said yesterday,
as part of her morality crusade in
the main city of Srinagar.

"We have detained Aasiya
Andrabi and five members from her
party as they raided a cybercafe in
downtown Srinagar," a police
spokesman said.

Andrabi, head of the separatist
Dukhtaran-e-Milat, or Daughters of
Faith, has formed squads in the
Muslim-majority state to raid broth-
els, cybercafes and other places
where she says "immoral activities
are carried out".

In a break with the past, when
attitudes towards mixing between
the sexes were more conservative,
younger people in Kashmir are
frequently seen dating in restau-
rants and walking in parks, raising
the group'sire.

"We will expose those indulging
in immoral activities," the 41-year-
old Andrabi, who wears a head-to-
toe veil, told people before storm-
ing the cafe.

The husband of Andrabi, a fiery
speaker who has in the past voiced
admiration for Al-Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden, is in jail on
charges of being a militant.

Last year, she advertised a
mobile telephone number for
people to call "whenever you are
convinced a man or woman has
entered some place to commit
adultery”.

Adultery is illegal in the state
and carries a potential jail term.

Andrabi was jailed for two
months in 2005 for carrying out a
similar campaign.

The group had earlier smeared
black paint on racy Bollywood film
posters portraying women in
revealing clothing. It has also
campaigned for women to veil
themselves fully.

The drive has been largely
unsuccessful in a region which
espouses a more liberal form of
Islam.

Indian Kashmir has been
gripped by a 17-year-old revolt
against New Delhi's rule that has
claimed over 44,000 lives by official
count, and double that number by
the separatists’ tally.
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