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Coach Wajed Gazi and his deputy Zahidur Rahman Milon (sitting L and R) signing for Sheikh Russel Krira Chakra for 
the 2007 Professional Football League at the club tent yesterday.
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Berlusconi so that he would renew 
Kaka's contract and Berlusconi 
pressured him to sign." 

Calderon added: "If I am still 
president in June it is very likely that 
Kaka will be joining us." 

Perez issued a denial of the 
accusations, saying he had been 
forced to break his recent silence 
because of the "magnitude of 
Calderon's lie". 

"It is totally false that I spoke to 
Silvio Berlusconi about Kaka or any 
other player," the construction 
magnate said in a statement. "The 
whole suggestion is rather infan-
tile." 

The club's fans did not escape 
Calderon's ire with the Real chief 
saying that the Bernabeu faithful 
were too hard to please. 

"It's a stadium where people go 
as if they were going to the theatre. 
The people don't support the team, 
not like in Italy and England." 

Real issued a statement on their 
Web site www.realmadrid.com 
saying they were surprised and 
disappointed that Calderon's 
comments had been recorded and 
played on national radio. 

"The president was only trying 
to help students understand the 
importance of management in a 
business as big as that of Real 
Madrid," the club said. 

Calderon says 

FROM PAGE 20

sealed victory. 
Championship side Ipswich 

booked a home tie against League 
One Swansea after Matthew 
Richards's 84th minute goal 
secured a 1-0 win against visitors 
Chester at Portman Road. 

P l y m o u t h ,  a l s o  o f  t h e  
Championship, came from behind 
to beat managerless Peterborough 
2-1 and will meet Barnet at 
Underhill in the fourth round. 

Luton's third round replay 
against Queens Park Rangers was 
postponed due to a waterlogged 
pitch. 

Viduka sees 
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way, whether she's sad or she's 
happy she's kind of just like mono-
tone sometimes. 

"When she gets on the court, 
sometimes she gets really pumped 
and it's really exciting to watch. I 
just think it's amazing, those play-
ers that can just stay positive -- it 
messes with your mind." 

Williams is attempting to come 
back after injury and a lengthy court 
case restricted her to just four 
tournaments in 2006, meaning she 
entered the Australian Open 
unseeded and ranked 81 in the 
world. 

Despite questions about her 
physical conditioning, she said she 
hoped to contest 12 or 13 tourna-
ments this year and remained 
hungry for more Grand Slam suc-
cess. 

"I want it all," she said. 

Serena drops 
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wildcard Monique Adamczak 6-2, 6-
1 to set up an all-Russian clash with 
Maria Kirilenko. 

Third seed Kuznetsova pulled 
out of the Sydney International last 
week with respiratory problems and 
could be heard repeatedly coughing 
during her match here but said she 
was feeling better. 

"I think it sounds worse than I 
feel. Last week I was really feeling 
horrible, but this week I felt better 
every day," said the 21-year-old 
from St. Petersburg. 

Elsewhere in the women's draw, 
Serbian eleventh seed Jelena 
Jankovic beat Spaniard Virginia 
Ruano Pascual 6-2, 6-2 and 
France's Tatiana Golovin, seeded 
20, crushed Czech Zuzana 
Ondraskova 6-2, 6-0. 

Mauresmo 

Gazi belongs 
to Russel
SPORTS REPORTER

Sheikh Russel Krira Chakra officially 
announced Wajed Gazi as their coach 
for the B. League -- the inaugural 
Professional Football -- League which 
kicks off in mid-February.

Veteran coach Gazi was in double 
minds as his former club Brothers 
Union wanted him to stay after he had 
committed to Russel.

The Brothers management hoped 
that the two clubs would be able to 
reach an understanding and keep him 
at Gopibagh. But Gazi, who reportedly 
received advance payment from 
Russel for the treatment of his ailing 
son, finally showed his loyalty to 
Russel.

Gazi and his assistant coach 
Zahidur Rahman Milon, a former 
goalkeeper, both signed their agree-
ments with Russel yesterday.

As a backup Brothers had already 
talked with former Indian national 
coach Syed Nayeemuddin, who also 
was at the helm of the Oranges three 
years back. It is expected that the 
Premier League winners of the last 
two seasons will now focus fully on 
bringing Nayeemuddin. 

INTERNET, undated

Mike Hussey is Australia's acciden-
tal hero. Statistically the greatest 
finisher one-day cricket has seen, 
Hussey was once dropped from 
the West Australian limited-overs 
team because he performed so 
poorly in his established role as an 
opening batsman.

In his first 17 one-day matches 
for WA, mostly at the top of the 
order, Hussey averaged just 20 
and had a poor strike rate of 3.66 
runs per over.

"I had a couple of games as 
opener for WA and didn't do very 
well batting in those first 15 overs," 
he said on Tuesday. "I'm a more 
technically correct batsman who 
liked to take my time."

He was due to be 12th man in a 
one-day match against Victoria at 
the MCG in December 1999 when 
Damien Martyn injured his back 
and Simon Katich pulled out with 
what was eventually diagnosed as 
chronic fatigue syndrome.

"I came in as a late replacement 
down the order when we were in a 
lot of trouble and managed to get a 
hundred, so that's when it all 
started," Hussey said. "I was just 
trying to bat and it was one of those 
days when everything fell into 
place. I didn't try to do anything 
different."

With the score 5-66, Hussey 

made 100 not out in an unbroken 
173-run partnership with Brad 
Hogg, allowing WA to go on to win 
the match convincingly.

All of a sudden, Hussey had 
reinvented himself from a stodgy, 
limited opener to a clever finisher.

"It gave me an opportunity to 
play a (Michael) Bevan-type role 
for WA, because he was dominat-
ing for Australia playing like that at 
the time," he said.

"Luckily he was doing that 
because it gave the right people 
the idea that I could do a similar 
sort of thing for WA."

Hussey's one-day form for 
Western Australia became so 
good, averaging 42 batting at 
numbers four and six and 51 bat-
ting at No.5 with a strike rate of 
almost a run a ball, that it earned 
him a Cricket Australia contract.

However, Hussey's inconsis-
tency cost him two contracts before 
his persistence was rewarded with 
a third -- and he's grabbed it with 
both hands.

So good did Hussey become he 
almost immediately replaced 
Bevan in the one-day side as 
Australia's finisher soon after 
making his debut in February 2004 
and last Sunday became the 45th 
Australian to play 50 one-day 
internationals.

While that may be a long list, 
Hussey is on his own when it 
comes to the best average. So well 
has he played at the 'death' in one-
day matches that he has been not-

The accidental hero

CRICINFO, undated

Wasim Bari, Pakistan's chief 
cricket selector, expressed fears 
that the expected return of Umar 
Gul, the injured fast bowler, for the 
second Test against South Africa 
next week might backfire.

"I hope they (Pakistan team 
management) take a sensible 
decision on Gul otherwise we might 
suffer," Bari told the News.

Bari hoped that Pakistan would 
not rush in the talented Gul, who is 
seen among the key players for 
March's World Cup campaign in the 
West Indies.

Gul, Pakistan's most successful 
Test fast bowler in 2006, missed the 
opening Test at Centurion because 
of an ankle injury. Pakistan went on 
to lose the Test by seven wickets 
earlier this week.

Initial medical reports suggested 
that the injury would keep Gul out of 
international action for at least three 
weeks. However, reports coming 
from South Africa signal Gul's return 
for the next Test, scheduled to get 
underway from January 19 in Port 
Elizabeth.

Inzamamul Haq, Pakistan cap-
tain, said recently that Gul has 
recovered and is expected to play in 
the second Test. A PCB official also 
confirmed that Gul is likely to get the 
all-clear to return to the line-up in 
Port Elizabeth where the tourists will 
be looking forward to level the three-
match series.

However, Bari said that Pakistan 
might be acting hastily in forcing Gul 
to make an early comeback. "I'm 
afraid that if Gul is brought back 
hastily he might aggravate his injury 
and he could then be out for a long 
time. It happened last year when 
Navedul Hasan was forced to play 
by his county in spite of an injury and 

he was out for quite a few months," 
said Bari, referring to the injury-
related absence of Navedul Hasan, 
who missed several matches in 
2006 because of a groin injury he 
sustained while playing for Sussex.

The former Test cricketer, however, 
hoped that the team management 
would take the right decision in Gul's 
case. "I hope better sense prevails 
because with the World Cup just round 
the corner we cannot afford to make 
any mistakes," he said.

Meanwhile, a PCB spokesman 
played down any such fears saying 
that all of Pakistan's leading bowlers 
would be available for the second 
Test. "We have received positive 
reports on our bowling attack and we 
expect that Pakistan would take the 
field in Port Elizabeth with their first 
choice bowlers," he said.

He added that fast bowler Shoaib 
Akhtar has also been declared 
match fit and is all set to bowl in the 
second Test.

Bari cautions Gul

AFP, London

A sense of relief was palpable in 
the British press after England 
finally won its first match during its 
ongoing tour of Australia, a one-day 
triumph over New Zealand, leading 
one newspaper here on Wednesday 
to call it the "headline you thought 
you'd never see".

That was how The Sun tabloid, 
Britain's best-selling newspaper, 
titled its article describing the jittery 
affair in Hobart on Tuesday that saw 
England beat the Kiwis' modest total 
of 205, thereby securing their first 
victory since landing in Australia in 
early November.

The three-wicket win with just a 
ball to spare followed a disastrous 
Test series for England, who arrived 
in Australia as holders of the Ashes 
for the first time in 20 years, only to 
lose all five matches in the series, the 
first whitewash since 1920-21.

"England's win ... over New 
Zealand on the island of Tasmania 
yesterday (Tuesday) sent a surge of 
relief through the dressing room," the 
tabloid's match report read.

"A win is a win and the spectre of 
going through the entire tour without 
putting a W in the result column has 

been removed."
The victory, led by Andrew 

Flintoff's 72 not out, was tempered in 
the press, however, by the news that 
captain Michael Vaughan strained his 
left hamstring in his second game 
back from a long absence after knee 
surgery.

"Break open the bubbly, England 
have won a game of cricket Down 
Under!" the Daily Mirror's match 
report said, under the headline, 
"Good News ... Bad News".

"But England's obvious joy was 
spoiled when the very same ice used 
to chill the champagne was being 
applied to Michael Vaughan's 
strained left hamstring."

As the paper also noted, "When 
England set off from Heathrow (Lon-
don's main airport) on November 3 
they could not have imagined how 
long it would take to get there, but 72 
days into their journey the dust in the 
win column can finally be blown away 
and a mark chalked up."

The Guardian daily echoed those 
sentiments, writing: "England had 
arrived in Australia on bonfire night as 
proud holders of the Ashes and since 
then there had been a bonfire of the 
vanities, a veritable conflagration, 
with Flintoff, as a beleaguered stand-
in captain, one of those most badly 
singed."

The Daily Express, meanwhile, 

wrote that the path to the win was 
unimportant: "Yes, England's first 
victory of a winter of torment Down 
Under was a nervous and scrappy 
affair."

"Yes, they almost threw it away 
chasing a low total. But they did it. 
They stumbled over the line. They 
won.

"And that was all that mattered to a 
team that were in danger of becom-
ing a music-hall joke. One precious 
word -- victory."

With 17 balls to go, a win seemed 
a formality, but New Zealand clawed 
their way back, leaving England 
needing four off the last over and tail-
end batsman Jon Lewis on strike 
against part-time seamer Craig 
McMillan.

Lewis scored a single from the 
second ball of the over, before Flintoff 
collected two off the next delivery and 
then hit the winning runs with a 
straight drive from the penultimate 
ball of the match.

Following the win, British book-
maker William Hill cut England's odds 
of winning the triangular series from 
16/1 to 13/2.

But Hills had world champions 
Australia 1/8 favourites to take the 
tournament and 4/7 to win all four of 
their group matches against 
England.

Win relieves press

AFP, Port Elizabeth

South Africa are expecting a stron-
ger challenge from Pakistan in the 
second Test starting at St George's 
Park here on Friday.

Star batsman Mohammad 
Yousuf will be back in the team after 
missing Pakistan's seven-wicket 
defeat in the first Test at Centurion 
because his wife was having a 
baby, while Umar Gul and Shoaib 
Akhtar could both strengthen what 
was a disappointing bowling line-
up.

Yousuf made a world record 
1788 runs in a calendar year in 
2006 at an average of 99.33 and 
completes a world class trio for 
Pakistan with Younis Khan and 
captain Inzamamul Haq in the three 
to five batting positions.

Inzamam said he expected Gul 
to have recovered from an ankle 
injury. The fast bowler was a key-
figure in Pakistan's series win over 
the West Indies in November.

If fellow fast bowler Shoaib 
Ahtar is included, Pakistan will field 
four of the top 20 bowlers in the 

latest ICC Test rankings, together 
with Mohammad Asif and leg-
spinner Danish Kaneria.

The inability to sustain pressure 
on the South African batting when 
Asif and Kaneria were not in action 
in Centurion was a major factor in 
South Africa taking a 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series.

South Africa are likely to field an 
unchanged team, with fast bowler 
Dale Steyn still struggling with a 
thigh strain.

There has been discussion, 
however, about the possibility of 
rotating the South African fast men 
to give Makhaya Ntini and Shaun 
Pollock a break before the World 
Cup in the West Indies in March.

South African captain Graeme 
Smith said he would prefer to pick 
the strongest possible team at all 
times but added: "You've got to be 
realistic in terms of the season. The 
bowlers have had a huge workload 
on wickets that haven't been too 
helpful."

Pitches have been a source of 
frustration to the South Africans this 
season, with their wins over India in 
Cape Town and Pakistan at 
Centurion achieved on surfaces 
which did not have the pace and 

bounce which has been one of the 
main advantages for South African 
teams playing at home.

Port Elizabeth traditionally has 
one of the slowest pitches in South 
Africa. Only one first-class four-day 
match has been played at St 
George's this season and slow 
bowlers did much of the bowling in 
a match which had a high-scoring 
first innings before the bowlers had 
the upper hand the second time 
around.

South Africa will go into the 
match high on confidence after 
winning three matches in a row.

Their top order batting, which 
was a concern earlier in the sea-
son, has been reasonably solid 
lately, although opening batsman 
AB de Villiers has yet to make a 
half-century in four home Tests this 
season.

Herschelle Gibbs, who made an 
impressive 94 in the first Test 
against Pakistan, is expected to 
play after lodging an appeal against 
a two-Test ban for making remarks 
picked up by a stump microphone 
that match referee Chris Broad said 
were "racially offensive."

Proteas expect backlash 

AFP, Johannesburg

Herschelle Gibbs will be able to 
play in the second Test against 
Pakistan in Port Elizabeth starting 
Friday after appealing against a two-
Test ban for "racially offensive" 
comments broadcast over a stump 
microphone during the first Test in 
Centurion.

According to a statement from 
the International Cricket Council, the 
ICC has to appoint an appeals 
commissioner within two days, who 
then has seven days in which to hear 
the appeal.

The Gibbs affair has been front-
page news in South Africa and the 
player has received public support 
after being heard making racist 
remarks about Pakistan supporters.

A poll in the Star newspaper 
found that 78 per cent of people felt 

Gibbs's ban was unjustified and only 
22 per cent thought it was fair.

The SA Cricketers' Association 
has leant its full support to Gibbs.

Chief executive Tony Irish said: "It 
is not appropriate for us to deal 
publicly at this stage with the merits 
of the appeal before the ICC.

"However I can confirm that we 
are now awaiting the written state-
ment from the match referee and the 
appointment of an Appeals 
Commissioner as provided for in the 
ICC Code of Conduct."

Meanwhile conflicting reports of 
the incidents which led to Gibbs's 
remarks have been published in 
South African newspapers.

The three spectators who were 
moved from seats near the bound-
ary after allegedly swearing at 
bowler Paul Harris claim that Harris 
swore at them.

But other spectators say the 
Pakistani supporters were abusive 
and made watching the game 

unpleasant for people sitting near 
them.

Gibbs's father, meanwhile, has 
accused the ICC of looking away 
when South African players were 
victims of racist remarks in Australia 
last year.

"There are a bunch of incorrigible 
old men in the ICC," Herman Gibbs 
senior told the South African 
SuperSport website.

"They were unable to do anything 
about match fixing and are too afraid 
to tackle any controversial matter 
properly."

Herman Gibbs said his son was 
not in the slightest bit racist despite 
the finding by match referee Chris 
Broad that his comments overheard 
on television were "racially offen-
sive".

A Cricket South Africa hearing 
into Gibbs's conduct has been 
postponed pending the outcome of 
his appeal to the ICC.

Gibbs to play 2nd Test
Appeal sets up ICC inquiry

Murali, Vaas
given rest
REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka have rested senior bowl-
ers Muttiah Muralidaran and 
Chaminda Vaas for a four-match 
ODI series against India in 
February.

The selectors offered the pair, 
the most successful bowlers in Sri 
Lanka's one-day international 
history, an opportunity to rest 
because both have niggling injuries.

Sri Lanka have recalled left-arm 
fast bowler Nuwan Zoysa, leg-
sp inn ing  a l l  r ounde r  Upu l  
Chandana, middle-order batsman 
Russel Arnold and medium pace 
bowler Nuwan Kulasekera to a 15-
man squad for the series.

Batsman Chamara Kalpugedera 
has been axed following the New 
Zealand tour but will remain on 
standby in case one of the eight 
specialist batsmen gets injured.

Seam bowlers Ruchira Perera 
and Akalanka Ganegama were also 
dropped after the drawn series with 
the Kiwis.
The India series, Sri Lanka's last 
before the World Cup, starts in 
Poona on February 8 and finishes at 
Visakhapatnam on February 17.

SQUAD
Mahela Jayawardene (captain), 
Kumar Sangakkara,  Sanath 
Jayasuriya, Upul Tharanga, Marvan 
Atapattu, Tillakaratne Dilshan, 
Chamara Silva, Russel Arnold, Upul 
Chandana, Farveez Maharoof, 
Lasith Malinga, Dilhara Fernando, 
Malinga Bandara, Nuwan Zoysa, 
Nuwan Kulasekera.
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the field against the Kiwis and 
although he still opened the 
England innings, he eventually had 
to call on Jamie Dalrymple to act as 
a runner, before being caught for 
17.

His setback is on top of the 
cracked rib sustained by star bats-
man Kevin Pietersen, who has 
returned to England but flagged the 
possibility that he may return if his 
side reaches the triangular series 
finals.

Meanwhile, New Zealand is still 
waiting for a definitive diagnosis of 
fast bowler Shane Bond's latest 
back problem.

Bond has battled back injuries 
throughout his career and was 
forced from the field by back sore-
ness during his side's loss to 
England.

New Zealand coach John 
Bracewell said Bond was still 
feeling stiff and would see a sports 
physician on Thursday morning, 
with a clearer picture of his injury 
status likely to emerge within 48 
hours.

Captain Freddie 
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choice national wicketkeeper 
Mushfiqu Rahim guided the side 
home with a fine 25 not out off 20 
deliveries.

Earlier an unbeaten 197-run fifth 
wicket stand between Anisur 
Rahman Sanchay and Fahad Ullah 
helped Brothers to put up the chal-
lenging total. 

Anisur made a 71-ball 80 with six 
fours and three sixes while Fahad's 
106 came off 88 balls, the fourth 
hundred in the league laced with 
eight fours and four sixes. 

SCORES IN BRIEF
BIMAN: 155 all out in 49.2 overs 
(Javed 15, Rakibul 3, Mosharraf 13, 
Jahur 14, Forhad 4, Sanwar 7, 
Mushfiqur 40, Sajjad 17, Rasel 13, 
Murad 4, Shafaq 0 n.o., extras 25; 
Manjurul 2-21, Tapash 1-39, Aftab 
2-37, Sakib 2-14, Sunny 2-24).
MOHAMMEDAN: 94 all out in 40.5 
overs (Imtiaz 0, Zunaed 5, Aftab 5, 
Bashar 4, Sakib 53 n.o., Rahat 3, 
Sahagir 10, Rashedul 0, Tapash 0, 
Sunny 4, Manjurul 2, extras 8; Rasel 
2-12, Mushfiqur 1-17, Forhad 1-31, 
Mosharraf 4-11).
RESULT: Biman won by 61 runs.

CITY: 213 all out in 49.4 overs 
(Salahuddin 55, Nafees 28, 
Nayeem 0, Mustafizur 38, Khadem 
9, Sonet 28, Farid 11, Anwar 2, 
Tareq 0, Zakir 2 n.o., Kamrul 3, 
extras 37; Ashiqur 1-28, Sharif 3-37, 
Sunny 1-26, Rafique 1-33, Kapali 3-
23).
SONARGAON: 214-3 in 48.3 overs 
(Al-Shahriar 64, Mehrab 93, Kapali 
34, Ashraful 6 n.o., Marshal 7 n.o., 
extras 10; Zakir 1-30, Khadem 2-
33).
RESULT: Sonargaon won by 
seven wickets.
BROTHERS: 270-4 in 50 overs 
(Shahriar 11, Hannan 29, Imran 14, 
Humayun 11, Anisur 80 n.o., Fahad 
106 n.o., extras 19; Shuvro 2-32, 
Sabbir 1-38, Wasel 1-27).
VICTORIA: 271-7 in 49.3 overs 
( K a y e s  4 1 ,  F a r u q u e  9 4 ,  
Hasanuzzaman 11, Riyad 6, Jaffar 
39, Wasel 26, Mushfiqur 25 n.o., 
Nazmul 7, Sabbir 3 n.o., extras 19; 
Debabrata 2-60, Alamgir 1-54, 
Rubayet 1-43, Saju 2-49, Humayun 
1-59).
RESULT: Victoria won by three 
wickets. 

Biman offload
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the world, especially in the closing 
overs of an innings.

But he was surprisingly dropped 
from the side in 2004 as selectors 
looked to a new generation of limited 
overs players.

He made 6912 runs in 232 one-
day internationals, including six 
centuries, and averaged 53.58 with 
the bat.

One of his most memorable 
performances came when he struck a 
last-ball four off West Indian spinner 
Roger Harper to win a match in early 
1996.

Bevan didn't enjoy the same 
success at Test level, averaging just 
29 in 18 Tests between 1994 and 
1998.

While he was predominantly a 
batsman, he was also a useful and 
unpredictable spinner.

He claimed 29 Test wickets at 24, 

proving a match-winner against the 
West Indies in the 1997-98 series.

Bevan started his first-class 
career, which produced 19,147 runs 
at 57.32 and 68 centuries, with South 
Australia in 1989-90, before switching 
to New South Wales the following 
season.

He also played county cricket with 
Kent, Leicestershire, Sussex and 
Yorkshire in Britain.

After being dropped from the 
Australian one-day side, he again 
switched states and finished his 
career with Tasmania.

His first season with the southern 
island team was incredibly success-
ful, scoring a record 1464 runs at 
97.60 and was named Pura Cup 
player of the year.

Bevan has already expressed an 
interest in continuing to coach, after 
helping to coach as well as play for 
Tasmania.

Bevan calls 
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Ganguly said he would like to regain 
his opening slot in batting order but 
would go with whatever the team 
decides.

"It is for the team management to 
decide but if you see my record, I 
have played almost 250 matches as 
an opener. If they (team manage-
ment) were to ask me I would like to 
open but as I said I am ready to play 
at any position for the country," he 
told 'Aaj Tak' in an interview.

When asked about the loss in 
South Africa, Ganguly said, "we 
should have drawn the series at 
least but we lost it, but every mem-
ber of the team is responsible for the 
same (for the defeat). It is not the 
captain or the coach alone."

Ganguly says
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T h e  3 5 - y e a r - o l d  f o r m e r  
wicketkeeper batsman, who 
played 69 Tests and 219 one-
day internationals, was quoted in 
local Urdu language newspaper 
Jang as saying that he commit-
ted the act "in extreme anger".

"It was a personal matter and I 
would like to solve it in consulta-
tion with my elders," Moin report-
edly added.

Moin freed

FROM PAGE 17

coach John Bracewell was hoping 
the latest problem would be just 
muscle soreness.

"Shane doesn't know and he 
wants to know, that's why we've got 
to get it checked out rather than 
second guess," Bracewell told the 
New Zealand Press Association on 
Wednesday.

"I'm always concerned when 
one of my players gets injured, and 
he is a key performer for us.

"Obviously he has a history of 
back issues which we're trying to 
work him through, so it is a con-
cern."

Bond took a hattrick in his team's 
105-run loss to Australia on 
Sunday, joining Danny Morrison as 
the only New Zealanders to achieve 
the feat in one-day internationals, 
but failed to capture a single wicket 
in the match against England.

Bond's injury is not the only 
concern for Bracewell whose 
batsmen are badly out of form after 
losing their last three matches to Sri 
Lanka, Australia then England.

"We are in what you would call a 
batting slump at the moment," 
Bracewell said.

"I can't quite put my finger on it, 
and it's not just a matter of confi-
dence. Form is a fickle thing, each 
guy will have a different issue.

"At some point we have to start 
performing, because confidence 
and rhythm is an important part of 
going into the World Cup."

The World Cup will take place 
from March 13-April 28.

Bond hurts
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line decisions. Why can't it be 
applied to other dismissals as 
well," Inzamam said in a television 
interview after the defeat.

Pakistan were at the rough end 
of some poor umpiring decisions, 
but Inzamam did not blame it for 
the defeat.

"The ICC Code of Conduct does 
not allow me to say anything on 
this. But everyone saw what hap-
pened," he said.

Inzamam urged the ICC to allow 
the umpires to seek the assistance 
of modern technology while reach-
ing at a conclusion on doubtful 
decisions.

"Modern technology can be 
used by umpires to rule on any 
close decisions including caught 
behind or leg before ones," he 
added.

The ICC experimented with the 
option of allowing batting teams to 
appeal against any disputed deci-
sion to the third umpire last year in 
one tournament, but soon after-
wards dropped the idea.

Inzamam said that his team 
would comeback strongly in the 
series, strengthened with the 
return of  in- form batsman 
Mohammad Yousuf and fast bowl-
ers Shoaib Akhtar and Umar Gul in 
the second Test starting on 
January 19.

All the three players missed the 
first Test while all-rounders Abdul 
Razzaq and Shoaib Malik missed 
the series due to fitness problems.

Inzy calls 
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and a four off David Graveney in a 
county one-day match at Taunton.

A big-hitter himself, Milon walked 
off flabbergasted, having given 
away 64 runs off nine overs now.

His last over went: 2, 2+nb, 
4+nb, 1+nb, 4+nb, 2, 4, 1, 2+nb, 6, 
6.

39-run over!

out 19 times and averages 74 -- by 
far the best of any player who has 
played 50 matches or more. Next is 
Bevan with an average of 53.

Hussey also has an exceptional 
strike rate of 94. The only 
Australian to better that since the 
one-day game was first played 
internationally in 1971 is teammate 
Adam Gilchrist, who has a strike 
rate of 96. Putting that into context, 
the brutal West Indian Viv Richards 
had 90.

With the sudden retirement of 
Martyn, Hussey has moved up a 
place to No.6, between two of the 
game's heaviest hitters, Andrew 
Symonds and Cameron White.

Symonds has a strike rate of 92 
in a well-established career, while 
White bludgeoned 45 runs in just 
32 balls in his first innings of note, 
against New Zealand in Hobart last 
Sunday.

Despite his slight frame, Hussey is 
not adverse to the odd big hit either.

Federer, Roddick
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"I am the guy to beat (after making 
the final last year) and it just hasn't 
been easy." 

Thailand's Danai Udomchoke 
posted the biggest win of his career 
by upsetting Spain's Juan Carlos 
Ferrero 7-6 (7/0), 7-5, 4-6, 6-1. 

Among others to go through to 
the third round were Croatian ninth 
seed Mario Ancic and young 14th 
seeded Serb Novak Djokovic who 
plays Udomchoke next. 
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